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IT'S NOT TOO LATE!

Register to attend College App Day on August 18!

REGISTER BY 8/11

ACT: September 19



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRZwvA1OgLzjbqpOJNS0vOr8jFGBRQjvmqIYAMiYdmgnNwrA/viewform?usp=header

REGISTER BY AUG. 14: SEATS HAVE BEEN ADDED TO FOREST LAKE

Forest Lake Community Education will also host the October and
December national ACT test dates!

Why would you want to consider taking an ACT or SAT now?
e Enhance your college application.

e I/t may be a requirement, particularly for some out of state schools.

e Access greater scholarship amounts.



https://www.act.org/

The Common App is now Open!

Over 1100 colleges...One application.

COMMON APP

Nearly all college applications opened August 1.
Decide if the Common App is the application you want to use. It may be easier (if available) to
use each individual school's application. Also, not all schools are on the Common App.

SEARCH FOR SCHOOLS ON THE COMMON APP

Additional application portals:

MINNESOTA STATE SYSTEM

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM



https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/explore/
https://eservices.minnstate.edu/adm/public/studentWelcome?campusId=system&appType=underGrad&utm_source=minnstate&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=genapplynow&utm_content=admissions-process-page&utm_id=111
https://apply.wisconsin.edu/

Step 1: Be sure you are reading the freshman admissions page
carefully for each college to which you plan to apply.

Step 2: Create your Common App and/or other application accounts.
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Your Official High School Transcript

All transcript requests must be made through Parchment.

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST

Your official high school transcript, including your senior year courses, will not be available
until August 17. You should not request a transcript before that date.

Some schools, like UMN Twin Cities, will not accept a transcript. You must hand enter all of your

transcripted courses, credit, and grades.



https://registration.parchment.com/member/7f7f7bec-c65c-11ec-a33d-ff760aa81e0b

A note about your senior year courses: This is not the time to take

it easy. Colleges want to see you challenging yourself during your

senior yeatr.




The College Essay

The college essay is your chance to help the admissions selection committee
learn something about you that cannot be found anywhere else on your
application.

Whether or not you have an essay to write and how many is completely dependent upon your
colleges' requirements. Check each college's admissions webpage for more information.

Tips:

e Answer the question.
e Be authentic... Allow your personality, humor, passion to shine through.
e Focus on your impact over your action.

e Try to be more persuasive than descriptive.




o Avoid revisiting your activities list.

e Proofread carefully and have others read your essay.

Example from Admission Science:

o Level 1 (Descriptive): "l tutored middle school students in algebra every week."
- So what?

e Level 2 (Common): "It taught me patience and how to communicate complex ideas
clearly."

— So what? (This is generic. Any tutor could write this.)

o Level 3 (Persuasive): "l realized that most students aren't 'bad at math'. They’re
paralyzed by the fear of being wrong. | learned how to reframe failure as a core part of the
learning process."

See the difference?
Level 1is a fact. Level 2 is a sentiment. Level 3 shows growth.

Does your essay get and hold the reader's attention. Application

readers will only spend 3-4 minutes on your essay and/or short
answers.
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Letter of Recommendation

Only ask for a letter if it is either an application requirement or if it is needed to
enhance your application. You CAN submit a letter even if it is not an application
requirement or optional component.

Who to Ask:
e The teacher who saw you grow.

e The teacher who knows you well.
e The teacher who taught a challenging class related to your intended major.

e Yes, it must be a teacher.
How to Ask:
e In person and via email.

e Provide a complete resume.




e Provide specific examples of interactions or when you demonstrated a valuable
employability skill or trait.
When to Ask:
e You can ask now.

e You must provide at least 2 weeks of notice.

o Letters for highly selective institutions?... provide 4-6 weeks notice.
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College App Deadli

November 1:
Early Action Deadline and some Early Decision

Jan i
Re ecision Deadline .

Open:
Rolling Admissions

Congratulations! You are on your way to meeting your goals!




All MN private colleges have free apps all
year. Many public colleges have free apps in

Oct. You can complete your app and just wait
to submit in Oct.




Resources

FREE APPS

COLLEGE PLANNING

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oXgY5vaG9JFT2clshfmyW5mIz8EHRWxV/view
https://hs.flaschools.org/for-students/career-college-planning/college-planning
https://hs.flaschools.org/for-students/career-college-planning/make-an-appointment
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