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Principal's Corner
Welcome Back to Carberry Elementary!
Dear Carberry Families,

Welcome to the start of a brand-new school year! Whether
you are returning or joining us for the very first time, I am
thrilled to welcome you to Carberry Elementary. To our new
families: welcome to the Carberry family! We are so
glad you are here, and we can't wait to partner with you in
your child's education.
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We Are a Community School
At Carberry Elementary, we take pride in being a Community School. This means our
mission extends beyond the classroom walls. We actively work to identify the unique
needs and assets within our local community so we can connect our students and
families with the right resources. When our community thrives, our students thrive!
To support our school family this year, we offer a variety of programs and services,
including:

Behavioral & Mental Health Support: Out-of-school counseling connections
and resources.
School Supplies: Assistance with essential supplies so every student is ready to
learn.
Enrichment & Activities: Engaging after-school activities on Mondays and fun
Friday Activity Days.
Food & Nutrition Support:
Weekly Food Backpacks sent home with participating students.
Monthly Community Food Pantry access for our broader Carberry families and
community.

We remain committed to walking alongside you and helping meet family needs
wherever possible. Please never hesitate to reach out to our office if your family could
benefit from any of these supports.
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Master Schedule Updates & Playtime
This year, we updated our Master Schedule to prioritize core academics while protecting
student play and rest time.

Expanded ELA & Math: We now dedicate 110 minutes to ELA and 90
minutes to Math instruction daily.
Streamlined Specials: To maximize instructional time and reduce transition
times, students will attend Specials (Music, Library, Keyboarding, and PE) for 45
minutes once a week (instead of two 30-minute blocks).
More Recess & Lunch Time: We added 5 minutes to both AM (now 20
min) and PM recess (4th & 5th opted for 15 min PM recess), as well as 5
minutes to lunch! This gives our kids more time to eat, play, and burn off
energy outside.
Supporting Our Teachers: By adding paraprofessionals and specials teachers to
recess duty, our classroom teachers now have dedicated time to prep, call
families, and have individual conversations with students.

New State Requirement: Daily Minute of Silence
State law now requires a daily minute of silence in public schools. Every morning,
immediately before our morning announcements, we will hold a quiet minute. This gives
students time to reflect, meditate, breathe, and mentally prepare for the academic day.

Family Tip: It might be helpful to practice a quiet minute at home and talk with your
child about how to show respect during this time.

New Faces at Carberry
Please join me in giving a warm welcome to our newest staff members:

Hailey Hill – 2nd Grade Teacher
Kristen Hill – EL Paraprofessional

We are excited to have them on our team and know you will make them feel right at
home in the Carberry community!
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Academic Excellence & New Math Curriculum
We are incredibly proud of our students' performance on the ISAT and IRI
assessments last year, and we are aiming even higher this school year!

We are launching a new, hands-on math curriculum called Bridges and Number
Corner, which adds 30 minutes of engaging math instruction to each day.

A special thank you to our Curriculum Director, Ramey Uriarte, for his hard work
leading the pilot and managing the massive task of getting all new materials
distributed.
Our teachers spent extra days training over the summer to prepare. Please offer
them your patience as everyone gets comfortable with the new system!

Volunteer Opportunities: Your Time Helps Us Grow!
We believe that educating a child is ultimately the family’s responsibility, but we are
deeply grateful that you choose to partner with us.

Volunteering is a fantastic way to support our school! In fact, your volunteer hours
count as in-kind matching funds for our Community School grant, directly
offsetting the funds we have to request from other sources.

How you can help right now: Teachers could use volunteer help assembling
resources and manipulatives for the new math curriculum!
Important Step: Please make sure to sign in at the office and select
"volunteering" every time you help out so we can track those vital hours.
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Campus Upgrades
Our grounds are looking fantastic! A huge thank you to the district and to Todd
Hundley, Guy Gerard, and Cristina Mendoza for their dedication to keeping our
fields green and beautiful. The district also added fresh bark to our playground
equipment area to keep our students safe during play. Mosquito abatement has been
happening as well the past few days.  

Mark Your Calendars: Back to School Night!
Come meet your teachers and drop off your school supplies!

When: Thursday, August 13th
Time: 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Thank you for your partnership, trust, and enthusiasm. Let's make this our best year
yet!

Warmly,

Greg Alexander

 

Important Dates

August
13th- Elementary Open House 5pm-7pm
17th-First Day of School 1st-5th Grades
17th- Kinder Orientation (more
information below)
18th-Kinder First Full Day
19th Food Distribution 4:30pm-6:00pm
C105
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Kindergarten Orientation
August 17th
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26-27 School Calendar
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Looking Ahead

September
7th- Labor Day NO SCHOOL
14th- PTO Meeting 4:00pm-5:00pm
16th- Food Distribution 4:30pm-6:00pm C
105
22nd- Picture Day

 

10/7/26, 11:19 AM Post Details | Kenneth Carberry Elementary | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/82403575?media=print 12/17



Nurses Corner

As you schedule your child’s well visit,
please ask their doctor to review and

update any needed immunizations. We
also ask parents to notify the school nurse

of any changes to health conditions.
Thank you for helping us keep our

students healthy and ready to learn!

 

Change of Plans for How Your
Child Goes Home? CALL THE

OFFICE NO LATER THAN 3:15 PM
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If there is a change of plans for how your
child is to go home...
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE if you need to change the plans for how your child will get
home. Teachers do not have time to look at their messages about a change of plans.
When the office is not informed, it can cause miscommunication. Children can miss the
bus, or parents can come to pick them up, and they are on the bus. Thank you for
understanding!
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If Your Child Is Going To Be
Absent...

Have you either called or emailed THE OFFICE to let us know EVEN if you've
informed their teacher? Please call before 8:15 AM or after 8:45 AM because
the office is super busy during this time. 208-365-0839 cesattendance@isd221.net
Thank you!

Also, if your child has a doctor/dentist/counseling appointment, please remember to
bring the office a note from the doctor.

10/7/26, 11:19 AM Post Details | Kenneth Carberry Elementary | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/82403575?media=print 15/17



10/7/26, 11:19 AM Post Details | Kenneth Carberry Elementary | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/82403575?media=print 16/17



 

 

10/7/26, 11:19 AM Post Details | Kenneth Carberry Elementary | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/82403575?media=print 17/17


