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October 2, 2026

Important Dates
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Oct. 3rd - DARE Dance
Oct. 5th - Oct. 19th - Stoller, Pointsetta, Wreath Fundraiser
Oct. 6th-Oct. 8th - Book Fair at Whitney
Oct 7th - Homecoming Parade at 6:30
Oct. 8th - No School - Conferences 11:30-7 (Break 3-4:30)/Clothing Swap during
Conferences
Oct. 9th - No School
Oct. 14th - Conferences 4:45-7:45
Oct. 29th - Great & Treat at SHS
Oct. 30th - 2:15 Halloween Parade & Parties to follow

 

Congratulations to our September Model Mustangs
of the Month!
Congratulations to our September Model Mustang of the Month
recipients! Throughout September, we focused on Collaboration and Respect.
These students demonstrated teamwork, listened to others, valued their classmates’
ideas, and treated others with kindness. Thank you for showing PRIDE and helping
make Whitney a welcoming place to learn and grow. We are proud of our Model
Mustangs!
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Congratulations to our September PRIDE Ticket
Winners!
Congratulations to our September PRIDE ticket winners! These students earned
PRIDE tickets by being Prepared, Respectful, Inclusive, Determined, and
Engaged. Thank you for making positive choices and helping Whitney shine. Keep
showing your Mustang PRIDE!
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Candy Wars Update!

 

Scholastic Book Fair
Bookfair is coming to Whitney next week! The store will also be open during all day
conferences. Please signup to help here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044CADA62DA2F85-65840985-fall

Online store: https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/parent-store-
2.html?fairId=6201394
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Birthday Book Club

Sign Up Here

 

10/6/26, 12:15 PM Post Details | Whitney Elementary School | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/91352439?media=print 7/30

https://forms.gle/XbUgBZRqQUXtsqXbA


Attendance Law Changes
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Effective September 30, 2025, the State of Ohio updated its school attendance laws. As
required by state law, all Ohio school districts, including Strongsville City Schools, have
adopted policies and procedures to implement these changes beginning with the 2026–
2027 school year.

One of the most significant changes is that school districts are now required to notify
parents before a student reaches 5% absenteeism (7-8 days), regardless of
whether the absences are excused or unexcused. This early notification requirement is
intended to encourage proactive communication and collaboration between schools and
families before attendance becomes a more significant concern.

At Strongsville City Schools, we place a high value on consistent student attendance
and appreciate the efforts families make to ensure their children come to school ready
to learn each day. Your partnership is essential to your child's academic growth, social
development, and overall success.

When students are absent, they miss more than assignments. They also miss classroom
discussions, collaborative learning experiences, teacher feedback, hands-on activities,
and meaningful interactions with their peers. Many of these learning opportunities can
only occur through active participation in the classroom and cannot be fully recreated
outside of school.

It is also important to understand that Ohio law distinguishes between Chronic
Absenteeism and Habitual Truancy.Chronic Absenteeism (Includes All
Absences)

Defined as missing 10% or more of the required school hours during a school
year.
Includes all absences, whether excused or unexcused.
Missing approximately two school days per month may result in a student being
identified as chronically absent by the end of the school year.

Habitual Truancy (Unexcused Absences Only)
30 or more consecutive hours of unexcused absences.
42 or more hours of unexcused absences in one school month.
72 or more hours of unexcused absences during a school year.

It is important to note that receiving a notification regarding 5% absenteeism
does not mean your child has violated attendance laws or is considered truant. Rather,
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it is an early communication required by Ohio law to help keep families informed and to
encourage collaboration before attendance concerns become more significant.

If your family is experiencing circumstances that make regular school attendance
difficult, we encourage you to contact your child's principal, school counselor, or
attendance office as early as possible. Our goal is to work together with families to
identify supports, remove barriers to attendance whenever possible, and help every
student experience success in school.

Thank you for your continued partnership in supporting your child's education. By
working together to promote regular attendance, we can maximize every student's
opportunity for academic achievement, meaningful relationships, and a positive school
experience.
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DARE Dance Tomorrow, October 3rd
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Arrival Time for Walkers and Car Drop-Offs
Dear Whitney Families,

For the safety of our students, children may not arrive at school before 8:45
a.m. This includes students who walk to school and those who are dropped off by car.

We have had students arrive as early as 8:30 a.m. and play on the sidewalk near the
entrance. There are no adults outside supervising until we open the doors at
8:50 a.m. Please ensure your child does not arrive early or play near the entrance
while waiting.

Please plan your morning drop-off or your child’s walk to school so they arrive no earlier
than 8:45 a.m.

Thank you for helping us keep all Whitney students safe!

 

Birthday Treats
If you send in birthday treats, the packaging must clearly
state “Made in a Peanut Free Facility.” Please refer to
the Walmart example for acceptable packaging.

We encourage families to celebrate with non-food items,
such as stickers, pencils, or bookmarks—fun options that
students love!

Thank you for helping us keep celebrations safe and inclusive for all students.
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Strongsville Homecoming Parade - October 7th
Join us for the Strongsville Homecoming Parade on October 7th at 6:30
p.m.! Students in grades 3–5 are invited to walk with Whitney’s float and show their
school spirit.

All participating students must be accompanied by an adult. Students may
not be dropped off at this event.

If you plan to walk in the parade, please plan to park around 5:15 p.m., as roads
will begin closing. We look forward to celebrating with our Whitney families!
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Picture Retake Day
Here's a quick guide to how retakes work:

1. Student was absent on the original picture day
No worries! Any student can have their picture taken on retake day. An online ordering
site will be available at cavanaughphoto.com/order for parents who need to place
an order. If parents already placed an order before picture day, that order will still be
honored and it is in our system. They will not need to place another order.

2. Student had pictures taken but would like a retake AND they purchased
pictures
Students need to return the original picture packet that was ordered. If only a hi-res
digital file was purchased, parents need to send a note letting us know. A new package
cannot be printed or a digital image reordered until the original packet and note is
returned. The retake pictures will be delivered three weeks after retake day.

3. Student did not place an order but would like a retake
No problem! Teachers can send/bring their students down for a retake. We advise
parents to let the teacher know that the student would like a retake since nothing is
returned with the student. If no order was placed for the retake photos, a proof will be
delivered with the retake photos.

Pictures stay online until June 30, 2027 and if a student has a retake, both photos are
put in their online gallery. Parents can go online with their student's school ID at any
time and purchase photos.
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Iowa & Cogat Testing Beginning the Week of Oct.
5th
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Parent Teacher Conferences: Oct. 8th & 14th
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Whitney Clothing Swap - Oct. 8th
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Stoller Fundraiser is Back!
Famous Butter Braids, Mrs. Fields Cookie Dough, Cake Rolls & MORE! ️

It’s hard to believe the holidays are just around the corner!  And what better way to get
ready than with some delicious treats while supporting a great cause?

Our Stoller Fundraiser will kick off Monday, October 5th, with delivery just in time
for the holidays! 

Orders will be accepted through October 19th.  Delivery/Pick-Up: November
12th from 4:00–5:30 p.m.

Seller registration and online ordering:
https://portal.myfundraisingplace.com/register-seller/6b8103d7-3759-
4282-8185-90e84cfc8cf2

Questions or having trouble with your order? Please reach out to me
at adonnellan5@yahoo.com and I’ll be happy to help!  Thank you for supporting our
fundraiser and helping make it a success! 

Happy fundraising & happy baking! 
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Save the Date: SCS Greet & Treat - Oct. 29th!
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Flyers
Kemper House Greet and Treat - Oct. 28th

 

10/6/26, 12:15 PM Post Details | Whitney Elementary School | ParentSquare

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/91352439?media=print 21/30



Strongsville Competition Cheer Spirit Wear Sale
Show your Strongsville pride and support the Strongsville Competition Cheer
Squad with our Spirit Wear Sale! 

Not all items are cheer-specific, so there are plenty of options you can wear to school,
sporting events, or other activities throughout the year!

Important: The order form asks for a cheerleader’s name. If you are not ordering
through a specific cheerleader, simply enter the school building your student
attends or you work at, so we can make sure your order is delivered to you.

A portion of the proceeds will go directly back to the Strongsville Competition
Cheer Team as they work toward their goal of competing at Nationals this season! 

Shop, show your Mustang spirit, and help support our team! 
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Your Squishy Hutning Ends Here!
Tired of searching for Needoh’s? The Strongsville Education Foundation has put
together an amazing Needoh Raffle Basket featuring 13 Needoh’s! 

 HERE’S WHAT’S INCLUDED:
 Cloud Pleaser
 Sploot Splat
 Color Change Cube
 Color Change
 Jelly Squish
 Snowball Crunch
 Dohnut
 Nice Cube
 Gumdrop
 Squeezza
 Dream Drop
 Teenie Funky Pup
 Teenie Fuzz Ball
 
$10 per entry
 
Winner drawn November 1!  Winner will be announced right here on
the Strongsville Education Foundation Facebook page! Even better, all proceeds
benefit the students and staff of the Strongsville City School District!

13 Needohs. 1 lucky winner. $10 to enter.

Stop the squishy search and enter for your chance to take home the whole collection! 
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Reflections Art Club
New this year, we are excited to open our Reflections Art Club meetings to SMS
students as well! The club will now be open to students in grades 3-8. 

Our first meeting is right around the corner - Thursday, September 24 - from 6:15–7:30
PM at the Strongsville Public Library.

Please RSVP here: https://forms.gle/TyTTmEKxm7J7QiDA7

Students are welcome to attend one meeting or all of them whatever works best for
their schedule!
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Repeat Information
 

Shared Food Guidelines

Shared Food Letter
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Shared Food Guidelines

 

Join the Whitney PTA!
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