
Middle School - 8th Grade

Curriculum
English
The English curriculum in 8th grade focuses on literature, 
grammar, and composition. Literary devices will be taught 
and vocabulary will be emphasized through the study of 
novel texts. Students will develop their understanding 
of the writing process for a variety of purposes through 
specific writing projects. Grammar will be studied 
independently, and skills will be emphasized throughout 
the entire literature curriculum. Reading for the year will 
consist of two to three novels, supplemented by short 
stories, poetry, non-fiction, and other forms of literature 
from the literature textbook. Reading comprehension 
and completion will be assessed through pop and planned 
reading quizzes and tests. Writing skills will be developed 
through guided instruction. A minimum of four essays are 
required and consist of a book report, research report 
(expository) with a bibliography, literary analysis essay, 
and character analysis essay. Instructions, guidelines, 
and specific dates will be given in class. MLA formatting 
and style will be taught and used. Activities will include 
a combination of class work, discussions, homework, 
quizzes, test, and projects that address various learning 
styles.

Math – Algebra I*
This course explores the introductory concepts of first 
year high school algebra. This accelerated 8th grade 
course examines the basic structure of real numbers, 
algebraic expressions, and functions. Students explore 
linear equations, inequalities, functions and systems, 
quadratic equations and functions, polynomial and 
exponential expressions, graphing in the Cartesian 
Plane, probability, and the elementary analysis of 
functions. Emphasis is placed on establishing concepts 
and skills that will provide a foundation for continuing in 
mathematics to subsequent levels of algebra, geometry, 
and trigonometry. 

*Middle school courses do not count for upper school 
credit.

Math – Honors Algebra I*
In Honors Algebra I, middle school students develop 
algebraic fluency to solve equations and perform 
manipulations with numbers, variables, equations, and 
inequalities. Students learn to use number properties to 
simplify expressions or justify statements; describe sets 

with set notation and find the union and intersection 
of sets; simplify and evaluate expressions involving 
variables, fractions, exponents, and radicals; work 
with integers, rational numbers; and graph and solve 
equations, inequalities, and systems of equations. 
Students learn to determine whether a relation is a 
function and how to describe its domain and range; 
use factoring, formulas, and other techniques to solve 
quadratic and other polynomial equations; and translate 
word problems into mathematical equations and then use 
the equations to solve original problems.

Honors Algebra I covers all of the topics from 8th grade 
Algebra I but presents topics at a more robust pace and 
presents students with more challenging assignments 
and assessments. This course places an emphasis on 
reasoning skills and requires more independent practice 
outside of school. 

Recommendations for Honors Algebra I are based on a 
student maintaining at least a B average in Accelerated 
Pre-Algebra, or a student maintaining an A average in 
Pre-Algebra and scoring in at least the 88th percentile on 
one of the math ERB sections.

Science
The 8th grade science curriculum includes the study of 
both physics and chemistry. In chemistry, students will 
study the concepts of physical and chemical properties 
of matter, be given an introduction to the periodic table, 
learn how to balance simple equations, and identify the 
basic types of chemical reactions. In physics, students 
will study Newton’s Laws of Motion, forces, simple 
machines, and energy. Basic laboratory and investigative 
skills will be used throughout the year in both chemistry 
and physics. An understanding of the metric system, 
collecting and graphing data, and laboratory safety will be 
integrated into all units of study.

Social Studies - History
Social studies in 8th grade focuses on United States 
history from colonization to the modern era. Students will 
gain an understanding of the people, places, and events 
that have influenced and impacted the development of 
the United States. Activities will include a combination 
of class work, analytical essays, group projects, quizzes, 
homework, tests, and projects that will address all 
learning styles.



Foreign Language - Spanish I*
The study of Spanish in 8th grade develops 
communication skills in listening, speaking, writing, 
reading, and non-verbal communication. It also develops 
cultural awareness by developing an understanding and 
appreciation of Spanish-speaking people, their cultures, 
and civilizations. Students learn through a variety of 
methods including (but not limited to) listening activities, 
projects, cooperative group learning, lecture, technology, 
oral presentations, and individual discovery. This course 
builds on learning from the previous year.

*Middle school courses do not count for upper school 
credit.  

Honors Spanish II*
Honors Spanish II is a higher-level class that proceeds at 
a fast pace and covers more material than a regular class. 
This course builds on the program begun in Spanish I, 
adding new vocabulary and more complex grammatical 
structures while at the same time reinforcing what has 
been previously learned. As in the past, the four skills of 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening will be continually 
emphasized. To accomplish this, the student will be 
expected to use previously learned vocabulary/grammar 
structures and also to learn new class material.

*Middle school courses do not count for upper school 
credit.

E Period Elective Choices

Music: 
Orchestra
Middle School Orchestra is a year-long, performance-
based elective open to both beginning and continuing 
students on violin, viola, cello, and bass. The course is 
structured to support multiple skill levels within one 
ensemble. Beginning students will develop foundational 
technique, posture, tone production, and music reading 
skills, while continuing students will refine shifting, 
vibrato, advanced rhythms, and ensemble leadership. 
This course prepares students for school concerts and 
potential festival participation while fostering discipline, 
collaboration, leadership, and long-term musical growth.

Term: Fall and Spring
Pre-Requisites: None 

Theater Courses: 
Journey to Opening Night
Our Middle School Production class is a production-

based class where students step into the spotlight 
to rehearse, refine, and perform in the middle school 
musical.  This course emphasizes ultimate collaboration 
as students work through every stage of the production 
process to bring characters, songs, and stories to life.  
Designed for passionate performers, this class offers a 
professional-style rehearsal environment that develops 
creative expression while preparing students for the thrill 
of opening night. Leading and Supporting roles will be 
auditioned and selected from this advanced roster.

Term: Fall
Pre-Requisites: None

The Actor’s Toolbox
In this high-energy class, students will learn the 
importance of working together in a creative 
environment to master the art of ensemble. They will 
deep-dive into character analysis and script writing 
to become genius storytellers while also sharpening 
their instincts through different improvisational games, 
pantomime activities, and stage combat. We will touch on 
several technical theatre elements and transform those 
skills into things they can use in the real world. This class 
is for the creative, hands-on learners that want to build 
skills that can be used in both the theatre world and their 
everyday lives.

Term: Spring

Pre-Requisites: None

Visual Art: 
The Maker Studio
This course is a survey of art fundamentals designed as a 
general introductory studio course to familiarize students 
with the major studio areas and art concepts including 
an emphasis on the basic elements and principles of 
composition and design. This study will include drawing 
and painting, ceramics, sculpture, and art history. The art 
elements and principles of design reinforce the processes 
of “learning to see.” Students are encouraged to find 
the create potential of several media as it applies to the 
individual problem-solving process.

Term: Fall
Pre-Requisites: 6th Grade Art or Teacher Approval

The Master’s Studio

Dive deeper into the foundations that laid during The 
Maker’s Studio course. This course will focus on a variety 
of mediums including painting, drawing, and sculpture. 
This course builds and expands upon the techniques 
and mediums that were explored in The Maker’s Studio 



course.

Term: Spring
Pre-Requisites: The Maker’s Studio 

Technology:
FIRST LEGO League Robotics (FLL Ro-
botics)
FIRST LEGO League Robotics is an exciting, hands-on 
course for 7th and 8th graders who want to participate 
in competitive robotics. Students work together to 
design, build, and program LEGO-based robots to solve 
challenges connected to an annual real-world theme.
Offered during the Fall semester to align with the 
competition season, this course emphasizes teamwork, 
problem-solving, creativity, and engineering skills. 
Students are expected to participate in after-school 
practices and competitions as part of the team 
commitment.

Term: Fall
Pre-Requisites: None 

Foundations of Technology & Commu-
nication
Foundations of Technology provides students with an 
introduction to essential digital and communication skills. 
Students will explore basic coding concepts, practice 
keyboarding and typing accuracy, and learn to use a 
variety of common technology applications.

The course also incorporates opportunities to develop 
presentation skills, public speaking, and creative writing 
using digital tools. Through a variety of projects and 
activities, students will build practical technology and 
communication skills that support learning across subject 
areas.

Term: Fall 
Pre-Requisites: None

H Period Elective Choices 
Advanced Musical Theater 
Foundations of Technology provides students with an 
introduction to essential digital and communication skills. 
Students will explore basic coding concepts, practice 
keyboarding and typing accuracy, and learn to use a 
variety of common technology applications.

The course also incorporates opportunities to develop 

presentation skills, public speaking, and creative writing 
using digital tools. Through a variety of projects and 
activities, students will build practical technology and 
communication skills that support learning across subject 
areas.

Term: Fall & Spring
Enrollment Requirement: Students enrolling in AMT will 
be expected to participate in the upper school musical 
production.

Upper School Robotics
Foundations of Technology provides students with an 
introduction to essential digital and communication skills. 
Students will explore basic coding concepts, practice 
keyboarding and typing accuracy, and learn to use a 
variety of common technology applications.

The course also incorporates opportunities to develop 
presentation skills, public speaking, and creative writing 
using digital tools. Through a variety of projects and 
activities, students will build practical technology and 
communication skills that support learning across subject 
areas.

Term: Fall & Spring
Enrollment Requirement: Must participate on the upper 
school robotics team. 

Core Strength 
This 8th-grade-specific class is designed to help young 
athletes prepare for the transition to high school sports 
by building a strong, balanced, and resilient foundation. 
Students will learn proper training techniques that 
emphasize strength development, mobility, and injury 
prevention while supporting healthy growth. The program 
incorporates a variety of training methods—including 
weightlifting to build power and control, plyometrics to 
enhance speed and explosiveness, and functional training 
to improve balance, coordination, and overall athletic 
performance. Beyond physical development, the course 
also focuses on building confidence, self-discipline, and 
leadership, helping students understand the connection 
between effort, consistency, and results. 

Term: Fall & Spring
Pre-Requisites: None

Team Sports
The Team Sports class provides students the opportunity 
to develop their athletic skills through focused, 
sport-specific training. Working under the guidance 



of experienced coaches, students select an area of 
concentration—golf, basketball, speed and agility, soccer, 
or baseball—and participate in targeted drills and practice 
sessions designed to enhance technique, strategy, and 
overall performance. Emphasis is placed on personal 
growth, teamwork, and sportsmanship while building 
sport-specific strength and coordination. This class offers 
an engaging environment for athletes of all levels to 
refine their skills and reach their full potential. 

Term: Fall & Spring
Pre-Requisites: None

Yoga and Strength
This course introduces students to the practice of yoga. 
Throughout the course we will focus on meditation, 
breath work, physical mobility, deep stretching, and 
relaxation. The physical modalities we will focus on 
are rooted in vinyasa, yin and restorative yoga. These 
various concentrations will improve strength, flexibility, 
balance, and relaxation.  

We will learn breathing techniques to help the students 
manage stress, promote relaxation, and support their 
overall wellbeing. The students will practice meditation 
with the objective of enhancing focus and mindfulness. 

Term: Spring
Pre-Requisites: None


