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ECASD Superintendent - Michael Johnson
mjohnson@ecasd.us

715-852-3006

Early Learning Principal - Laurie Haus

lhaus@ecasd.us

715-852-3610

Head Start Program Coordinator - Leah Olson
lolson@ecasd.us

715-852-3627

Family & Community Partnership
Coordinator - Jill Italiano

jitaliano@ecasd.us 715-852-3607

Bi-Lingual Family Services Facilitator - Spanish
Dianna Babbitt
dbabbitt2@ecasd.us 715-852-3622

Family Services Facilitator - Brian Doxsie

bdoxsiel@ecasd.us

715-852-3650

Bi-Lingual Education Assistant/Family Services
Facilitator - Hmong - Tia Lor
tlor2@ecasd.us 715-852-3642

Bi-Lingual Education Assistant/Family Services
Facilitator - Spanish - Maria Kirby
mkirby@ecasd.us 715-852-3614

Prairie Ridge Early Learning School:
303l Epiphany Lane, Eau Claire, WI 54703

Phone Number & Attendance Line: 715-852-3600

Director of Early Learning & Elementary

Programming - Heather Grant

hgrant@ecasd.us 715-852-3102

Special Education Program Support - April Krall

akrall@ecasd.us

715-852-3137

Early Learning School Social Worker -
Morgan Deering

mdeering@ecasd.us 715-852-3240

Early Learning School Counselor -

Amanda Nelson

anelson3@ecasd.us 715-852-3612

Prairie Ridge Secretary - Alyssa Fahrenkamp
afahrenkampl@ecasd.us

715-852-360I

ECHT Secretary - Missy Devine
mdevine@ecasd.us

715-852-3608

Head Start Secretary - Karen Rodriguez
krodriguez@ecasd.us

715-852-3603

Student Transit
715-839-5116

ECASD Central Office
715-852-300I
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" NOTE:FROM PRINCIPAL LAURIE HAUS

|

|

October 2026

Dear Families,

We are off to a great school year! It’s fun to see students learning school routines and

play skills and building relationships with staff and other students!

We implement PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports). Our motto at school
is “We are safe, we are helpful, we are ready”. We practice what this means in the
classroom, on the playground, and all school environments. Throughout the year we focus
on different character traits o make us strong and more resilient. We started the year
with a focus on kindness. Now, we will be learning about respect. We define respect as
seeing value in all people and things and treating them with care. We practice this in all we

do at school. We hope you can extend this at home.

Please take a few minutes to read this newsletter so you can learn about resources and

more information about the ECASD Early Learning program.

Please reach out fo your child’s feacher or the Early Learning office (715-852-3600) if
you have any questions. We are here to partner with you and support your child’s growth

this year.

Laurie Haus

Early Learning Principal

Early Learning School

Eau Claire U Tomorrow
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u&origin=QRCode?

SPONSORED THE EAU CLAIRE AREA SCHOOL
DISTRICT’S EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM

APPLE |
ORCHARD \_

MONDAY,

OCTOBER 12TH

TIME: 5:00-6:30PM
BUSHEL AND A PECK ORCHARD
18444 COUNTY HWY OO,
CHIPPEWA FALLS

WAYS TO REGISTER:

715-852-3622
DBABBITT2@ECASD.US

/ e Y REGISTER BY CLICKING HERE T@@ MY Wﬂ@

’4 EVERY CHILD THAT
ATTENDS WILL RECEIVE A
FREE APPLE FROM THE

ORCHARD



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u&origin=QRCode

»  Parenting
®s Class

Join this free four week parenting class, hosted
by Prairie Ridge Early Learning in collaboration
with the Family Resource Center and Triple P

(' INcenTVES )

Free on-site child care

Free light dinner from 5-5:30
Door prizes at each class

If you attend all 4 classes,
your family will recieve a
$30 Walmart gift card

DATES )

All time 5 PM to 7 PM
e October 20

e November 3

e November 17

e December 1

REGISTRATION )

Click here

ﬁ’wl For more information call 715-852-3650 or
email bdoxsiel@ecasd.us
mm lEAWvG-

family resource center F
- . =

EALI CLAURE 4 TOMORROW  HEAD START



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yJx4JY1EYkWhTa1b6ljuh7nGdDMjrSFHnqbfbRBUef9UNjlVMUc2V0RTVjI2VzhaRTY2NU5HUENNNC4u&origin=QRCode?

Families
eicome!

(§Policy

Committee
Meeting

October 20™ at
1:30 |

A (W

Come join us, see what we do, Q
share ideas, meet the team,and &
share the leadership.

Virtually Every 3"
Tuesday of the month

SV T Ty

Interested contact :
Anna Trippler onatripp22@gmail.com
or Leah Olson lolson@ecasd.us



Sponsored by the Eau Claire Area School District’s Early Learning Program
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Friday, October 30th 9:30-11:00 am

Ways to register:

// \\ 715-852-3650
PLA‘ITIME! \Email bdoxsiel@ecasd.us

cRAFTS! ' click Here

SNACKS| can QR Code to register

TOVS' online
N PR

S~ — —
“Hm WW All are welcome! Join this fun, free, and interactive group for pre-
&@5 W school aged children. You and your child will experience story
time, hands on activities, and lots of learning through play. Snack
E&%T will be provided.

DA OLARE ( TORRROW  oLAC T

Prairie Ridge Early Learning School 3031 Epiphany Lane Eau Claire, WI 54703
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COMMUNITY PARTNER EVENTS

Storytime
September 22-December 11
Youth Program Room

All storytimes feature an assortment of age-
appropriate stories, rhymes, fingerplays, flannels,
music, and movement to help your child develop

early literacy and school readiness skills.

Bouncing Babies

Tuesdays = 1 pom. (20 minutes)

Geared for 0—12 months [pre-walkers)

and their caregivers, followed by play group.

Little Movers
Tuesdays = 1015 a.m. (20 minutes)

Geared for babies on the move (up to 24 months)
and their caregivers, followed by play group.

Toddler Storytime

Wednesdays = 1015 am. (20 minutes)

Geared for two- and three-year-olds and

their caregivers.

w==p loin us after Teddler Storytime for bonus play
activities at Toddler Time.

Preschool Storytime
Fridays = 10015 a.m. {30 minutes)

Geared for three- to five-year-olds and their caregivers, but can be

enjoyed by the entire family. For more

w==p loin us after Presc orytime us play activities at i
Preschool Play. Stnwtitrnhe m:tﬂ.
—# Monster Bash will replace Preschool Storytime on October 30. scan the Q -1

L.E. Phillips Memarial
éFuhlicLiblay

Mo registration required = 715-839-5007
yestaffideauclaire. ib.wious = ecpubliclibrary. info/kids




COMMUNITY PARTNER EVENTS
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Youth Services Calendar of Events . |

———

1 p.m. Bouncing Babies

3:30-6 p.m. Dabble Box
Open Lab

10:45 a.m. Toddler Time

5 P, Book Scouts
(Grades 2-4)

Monday Tuesday Thursday
1
Chippewa Valley Book Festival 2026 Teen BookBox avallable
October 19-24
To wiew all the lineup details and info visit
www.cvbookfest.ong
4 7 8
3:30=5 p.m. Dabble Box | 10:15 a.m. Litthe Movers  |10:15 a.m. Toddler
Open Lab Storytime

*“ October 2026

Friday Saturday
2 3
10:15 a.m. Preschool 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Storytime Dabble Box Open Lab

10:45 am, Preschool Play| 10:30 a.m. Pablo Center
| ARTrmabile

10:15 a.m, Preschool

10:30 a.m. Pablo Center
Storytime | ARTmobile

10:45 &.m. Preschool Play|

MRDER:

16 10, Comminication 17

#5School-age events
1 B

R sFamily events

To see ALL events, |
scan the OR code.

Storytime
September 22-December 11 - Youth Program Room

Al storytimes feature age-appropriate stories, rhymes, fingarplays, flannals,
music, and movement. No registration required.
Bouncing Babies Storytime » Tuesdays « 1 p.m.
Little Movers Storytime » Tuesdays » 10:15 a.m.
Toddler Storylime » Wednesdays » 10015 a.m.,
== Join us after Toddler Storytime for bonus play acitivites at Toddler Time.
Preschool Storytime » Fridays = 10:15 a.m.

== Join us after Preschool Storytime for bonus play activities at Preschool Play.
=¥ Monster Bash will replace Preschool Storytime on October 300

Free Communication Screenings (Ages 2-5)

Friday, October 16 + 10 a.m.—12 pum. + Youth Services Department

Speech, language, and/for hearing screenings will take approximately 15 minutes and
will be completed by graduate student clinicians in the Communication Sciences and
Disorders program at UW-Eau Claire. Registration recommended.

Monster Bash

Friday; October 30 » 10:15-11:45 a.m. * Riverview Room

Bring your little ghosts and ghouls to the library for an interactive storytime, creepy
crafts, spooky snacks, a prowling parade, and mere, Costumes are encouraged!

Book Scouts Book Club (Grades 2-4)

Wednesday, October ¥ » 5-6 p.m. = Youth Program Room

Book Scouts explore a variety of literary genres (such as science fiction, fantasy, mystery,
and non-fiction) in both chapter book and graphic nowvel formats. Join us for vely
discussions, games, and artistic projects inspired by cur monthly read. Registration
required.

Wl Science Festival: The Circus Science Spectacular (Grades K-6)
Friday, October 16« 1-2 p.m. « Riverdew Room
This innowative and entertaining educational offerin
teach concepts like Forces and Mation, Simple Ma
Reactions, and more! No registration required.

Book Scouts Book Club (Grades 5-7)

Thursday, October 22 » 5-6 p.m. * Youth Program Room

Discuss books and do hands-on activities inspired by our monthly read. Participants
wvote for their book selection each manth, and we will explore a variety of genres
(nowvels, graphic novels, non-fiction, ete.). Registration regquired.

For maore
Storytime info, s §
sean the QR code,

uses the magical world of circus to
ines, Matter, Air Power, Chemical

EVENTS FOR TEENS (Grades 7-12)
To register for teen events, go to www.ecpubliclibranyinfo/teens or call Youth Senvices
at 715-839-5007.

There's Been a MURDER: A Teen Late Night

Friday, October @ = 7-10 p.m. = Library Wide

Join other teens in solving a “murder” mystery after-hours in the library. Expect clues and
silly fun, mixed in with choose-your-own activity free time. Snacks served. Registration
and parent permission slip required.

bl 12
3:30-5 p.m, Dabble Box  |10:15 a.m. Little Movers . 10430 9.m.~12:30 p.m.
Open Lab . B cing Babie 10:15 a.m, Preschool Dabble Box Open Lab
I Tt
2 L, " 0452 Brescho | AR
Open Lab 10:45 rn Praschool Play mobile
. e 1 p.m. Circus Science
6:30 p.m. Teen Litwits Spectacular
+
18 11 a.m. VT Bidania bz} 24
Baie Festival Bvert 10:15 a.m. Little Movers  |10:15 a.m. Toddler 5 p.m. Book Scouts 10:15 a.m. Preschool 10:30 a.m. Pabla Center
1p.m. Minecraft Party | Bouncing Bables |Storytime |Grades 5-7) Storytime ARTmobile
3:30-5 p.m. Dabble Box |~ p.m. BOURCIng Babies | 45 a.m. Toddler Tima 10:45 a.m, Preschoal Pl
Open Lab 3:30-6 p.m. Dabble Box gkt e u
Qpen Lab 4:30 pum. Matt Forbeck:
. Playing with Books
25 prg 28 2 30 E1l
'v 3:30-6 pum. Dabble Box 5 a.m. Little Movers |10:15 a.m. Toddler 10:15 &.m. Menster Bash | 10:30 a.m. Pablo Center
Open Lab 1 p.m. Bouncing Babies i;a:{hrrs - | ARTmobile
3:30-6 p.m. Dabble Box 2 8 TROCETTImE
Open Lab
o 1 v T15-835-5007
sinfant/Preschool events .

ysstaff@eauclaire lib.wius

Teen Litwits Book Club L
Tuesday, Octolser 13 « 6:30-7:30 p.m. + Carnegie Room

Talk about books you love (or hate) without fear of non-readers getting you down.
Registration required,

3D Print Design Workshop: Photographic Light Ornaments

Wednesday, October 14 » 5:30-6:30 p.m. » RCU Dabble Box

Turn any photo-quality image into a decorative ornament using your awn digital photos
or generated themed imsﬁ W will be using Al to tile the image, so please set up an
account on leonardo.ai before the workshop, Registration required.

Laser Engraving Workshop: Pet Tags (Grades 9+)

Thursday, October 15 « 11 a.m.~1 pm. or 5-7 p.m. = RCU Dabble Box

Learn how to use the library's laser engraver to create your own pet tag. Choase to
attend one of the two available sessions. Registration reguired.

Peculiar Planters

Thursday, October 15 = 2-3 pum. = Innowvation Lab

Wa're putting the “homor” in horticulture. Sculpt an eyeball, a skull, or creepy crawly
critters on a planter, Registration required.

Teen Interactive Mowvie: Labyrinth

Maonday, October 19 # 5:30-7:15 p.m. * Riverview Room

Get ready for a memorable, interactive viewing experience of the beloved 1980s classic,
Labyrinth! Audience members will receive props and cues bo use throughout the movie.
Snacks served. Registration is required,

Chiggmntd ity
Lttt

CHIPPEWA VALLEY BOOK FESTIVAL EVENTS
For the complete list of events, visit www.ovbookfest.org

VT. Bidania: A History Stretching Across Oceans & Generations

(Grades K-12 and families)

Monday, October 19 = 11 a.m.—Noon = Riverview Room

Author VT, Bidania will give a brief overview of the history of the Hmong and their
resettlernent in the US, and discuss her new middle grade verse nowel, A rear Without
Home, Mo Registration requined.

Minecraft Party (Grades K-12 and families)

Monday, October 19 » 1-3 p.m. » Youth Program Room

Drogpin for a high-energy, hands-on celebration of all things Minecraft. Take on creative
buﬂdlgs challenges, craft your own pixel-inspired creations, and jump into games
inspired by the books written by Matt Forbeck. No registration regquired.

Matt Forbeck: Playing with Books (Grades K-12 and families)

Friday, Qctober 23  4:30-5:30 p.m, * Riverview Room

Join New York Times-bestselling author and award-winning game designer Matt Forbeck
for a discussion of the intersection of stories and games and how they interact in

books, He will talk about two of his latest projects: a Minecraft game book saries called
Minecraft: Rell for Adventure and the Morvel Multiverse RBole-Playing Game line. No
registration required,



UW-Extension

MONEY $MART

Setting Goals for Your Money

In This Issue

» What makes a
strong goal?

A "goal” Is 3 purpose. It's something o alm for. A goal can point you
In the direclion you want o take.

A good place to start Is tinking about what's Important to you. You
can set goals for your health, your habits, your work, your
educatian, ar far your family. Once you know your goal, you can
decide how to maove fonward.

« What if | have a BIG
goal?

» How can | increase
my chances for
SuCCess?

What makes a strong goal?

It says speciically what you want.

It 53ys WhEn you want It

It says why you want L.

It says how much you nesd.

It Is written down {think about camying a pleturs of your
geal In your wallet or posting it on the refrigeratar).

What if | have a BIG goal?

Blg goals ¢an be easler [T you break them down Into some smaller goals, 1o be tackled one at a
fime. A5 you meet each smal st2p, you will be bullding confidence, motivation, and a good frack
record.

When you have 3 maney goal, If's heipful to think about how lang It might taks to reach It
pecause not many of us can come up wiih a plle of money overnight.

* 30als 1o mest I Ihe next Téw Monihs are calied SNOM-IBrm goals. SNar-12mm money goaks
might be saving far the nolklays, opening 3 bank cc0Unt, oF shacking Your credit raport.

*  MOdIIM-TerM Q0als can taks 3 year or two 1o mest. They taks more patence and
planning. Some medium-iefm mangy goals might be paying off the car, going back 1
schood, or inging a dferent place to live.

* & mongy goal that will take more than a couple of Years 16 a Jong-term goal. Long-tem
maney goals coukl D Naving a 0own payment on 3 Nouse, 5aving for @ ehlld's egucation, or
saving for retirement. Long-term goals can be challenging because It's 50 easy to put off
getting started becawse There's always lomormow.”

- For More
Information

= To Sum It Up

What if | have more goals than
money’?
To get to your medium and long-term money
goals, you may nead to give up something you
want fght now s0 you can get something even
Dettar in the future.
Besides having 1o many goals at ance, other
reasons people might not meet thelr goals are:
s The goal Is ou of reach for the amount of
time and maney avallabie
»  Another goal took priority
= The goal ls too broad or unclear

How can | increase my chances for
SUCCESST

Think back to something you needed or wantsd
In the past.

How did you get thare?

Vinat support dig you need?

Wiho nelp=d you reach that go

How did It fiael when you god ther
Conslder what worked for you In the past, what
moad blocks came up and how you handied
fham, and what you learned from that
experience.

B 5UME 10 CEIE0Ma1E YOUr SLCCESE along e
way, Ilke When you of=n 3 £avVings account of
cut 20 from your spending.

What else do | need to succeed?

For More Information..

Vislt our webshe far mare financlal
edlcatian resHurces.

[nances. extension. wisc. e

Contact your local Extenslon Educator:

For nelg win balanzing your mentaly
spending pian, contact the nonprons

Hational Foundation for Credit Counseling
[NFCC) at avww_nfcc.org, or 500,386 2227

Ny St i provided by LWALMadeon Diviaion of Evisrsion m part of the Woney Smat in Heed Sier” Fnencdel Capabiity Project
L i ' D of

Before you sat your money goals, i's helghul io
talk abgut plans, dreams, and values with your
tamlly and Triends. Having a conversation with
those who ane close fo you can help them
understand what you want fo do and why. Your
triends and family are much mare lkely ta
suppart you If they know why your goals are
Impastant o youw.

If you have children at hame, this may be a good
tme o falk with them about needs {hings
required 1o Ive ke food, shelter, transportation)
and wanes (2Xiras that make e mors fun ang
comfartabie, of tings they'd IIke to have bat that
aran't Necessary 1o SUNVive). Nesds and wants
are different for ewery person and for every
tamlly.

If you begin with the
end in mind, you will
have a great head
start on the goals
you want to reach!

To Sum It U:

§ You ane mare lkzly to mee! your goals when
you work on only one or two at a fime.

5 Too many goals mean you have less
maney, 258 time, and lzss energy to put
toward any of them.

§ Share your goals with family and flends and
ask for their support.

5 People who wiite dawn thelr goals are much
mare Ikely to reach them.

5 If you 0on't pan whefe you want to go, you
may not IES Whers you end up.

Bdlln‘ﬂmﬂ'hl.h\r-
/ ghis i An EE
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National Center on

Health, Behavioral Health, and Safety

Healthy Habits Start Early

Good eating habits begin early in your child's life. As
early as infancy, you can help your child grow lifelong
healthy eating habits. You are your child’s best role
model so while you help her to eat healthy, try to do
the same too!

Healthy Feeding and Eating

For Your Infant

« Itisimportant to breastfeed for at least & months,
She will be more likely to have a healthy weight as
she gets older.

« Put breast milk or formula, not cereal, in your baby's
bottle. Cereal adds extra calories that she doesn't
need.

- Try to wait until your baby is around 6 months to start
healthy solid foods like pureed vegetables, jarred
baby foods, and infant cereals. Starting solid foods
too early can lead to problems with overweight and
obesity later.

Around 8 or 9 months try offering your baby small

amounts of healthy finger foods like grilled chicken,

cooked carrots, and cut up strawberries. This will
help your baby learn to eat healthy.

Breast milk, formula, and water are the best drink
choices for your baby. Soda pop, 100% fruit juice,
and sport drinks add extra calories to her diet and
can harm her new teeth.

s,

‘This. resaure s supporied by

health@eceltainfo  (888) 227-5125 M Sorecos (M- a6 part of 3 frarial assazrca

ok

For Your Toddler

« Offer your toddler healthy snacks like small cubes of
cheese, sliced banana, or whole grain crackers two
to three times per day. This will help him stay full in
between meals and reduce hunger-related temper
tantrums.

+ Try to be patient with picky eaters. He may need to
try a food 10 to 15 times over several months before
he will eat it.

+ Try giving your toddler a choice between two healthy
options. He will be more likely to eat healthy food if
he picks it out.

+ Milk and water are the healthiest drink choices for
your toddler. Soda pop, 100% fruit juice, and sport
drinks add extra calaries to his diet and can harm
his teeth.

For Your Preschooler

« Let your child help you in making healthy meals and
snacks. She will be more likely to try healthy foods if
she helps out.

» Try to keep your kitchen stocked with simple,
healthy snacks like carrots, sliced apples and peanut
butter, or string cheese. This will help you and your
preschooler eat healthy, even on busy days.

» Milk and water are the healthiest drink choices for
your preschooler. Soda pop, 100% fruit juice, and
sport drinks add extra calories to her diet and can
harm her teeth.

For Yourself and Family

= Your child is learning healthy
habits by watching you. Try to
eat healthy too.

« Set playtime, mealtime, and
bedtime routines to make
day-to-day life less stressful.

« Talk with your child’s doctor,
Head Start staff, and other
parents to get healthy
eating tips.

National Center on

Health, Behavioral Health, and Safety
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