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Department 
High School English  

Name of Course 
English 9 Honors 

 

Course Description: The Honors Ninth Grade English course is designed to provide a 
rigorous and enriching experience for students who demonstrate exceptional 
aptitude and interest in language arts. Through an exploration of literature, 
language, and critical thinking skills, students will delve into the depths of literary 
analysis, writing proficiency, and textual interpretation. This course aims to foster a 
deep appreciation for literature while developing the foundational skills necessary 
for success in future academic pursuits. 

Throughout the academic year, students will engage with a diverse range of 
literary genres, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama and epics from 
both classic and contemporary authors. Through close reading and analysis, 
students will examine themes, characters, plot structures, and literary techniques, 
honing their ability to articulate nuanced interpretations and insights. 

Ultimately, the Honors Ninth Grade English course aims to challenge and inspire 
students to become proficient readers, skilled writers, and critical thinkers who are 
equipped to engage meaningfully with literature and language in the classroom 
and beyond. Through a combination of intellectual rigor, creative exploration, and 
academic excellence, students will embark on a journey of literary discovery and 
personal growth. 
 
 
 



Students will progress through the following units: 
 
Unit 1: Short Story 

• Genre Focus: Short Stories and Visual Texts 
Unit 2: Poetry 

• Genre Focus: Various Poets and Poetry 
Unit 3: Non-fiction 

• Genre Focus: Newspaper Articles, Magazine Articles, Essays, Memoirs, Famous Speeches, Local and 
World News Broadcasts 

Unit 4: Drama 
• Genre Focus: Tragedy or Comedy  

Unit 5: The Epic 
• Genre Focus: The Odyssey and The Hero’s Journey 

 

 
 

Initial Creation Date (if applicable) and Revision Dates: December 2023; September 2026 
 
 
 
 



Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum 
COURSE: English 9 Honors GRADE/S: 9 
UNIT 1: Short Story TIMEFRAME: 3-5 weeks 

 
PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS: 
CC.1.3.9–10.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.3.9–10.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject.  
CC.1.3.9–10.C Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  
CC.1.3.9-10.D Determine the point of view of the text and analyze the impact the point of view has on 
the meaning of the text. 
 CC.1.3.9–10.E Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it, and manipulate time create an effect.  
CC.1.3.9–10.F Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.3.9–10.H Analyze how an author draws on and transforms themes, topics, character types, 
and/or other text elements from source material in a specific work.  
CC.1.3.9–10.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 
CC.1.3.9–10.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.  
CC.1.3.9–10.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently.  
CC.1.4.9–10.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to 
the audience’s knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  
CC.1.4.9–10.D Organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text; include 
formatting when useful to aiding comprehension; provide a concluding statement or section. 
CC.1.4.9–10.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition. Use precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which they are 
writing.  
CC.1.4.9–10.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.9–10.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics. 
CC.1.4.9–10.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. Introduce the 
precise claim.  
CC.1.4.9–10.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 



CC.1.4.9–10.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
CC.1.4.9–10.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically.  
CC.1.4.9–10.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation.  
CC.1.4.9–10.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research 
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.  
CC.1.4.9–10.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.  
CC.1.5.9–10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CC.1.5.9–10.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.  
CC.1.5.9–10.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence.  
CC.1.5.9–10.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based 
on Grades 9–10 level and content. 
 
 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS): 
· Observe and analyze details in visual texts. 
· Conduct brief, on-the-spot research. 
· Read and analyze complex literary text. 
· Read closely and analyze a short story. 
· Explain what specific details reveal about a character. 
· Explain how tension builds in a short story. 
· Identify textual details that reveal character changes. 
· Identify implicit meanings based on textual details. 
· Analyze the effects of literary and stylistic elements 
· Create an outline for a literary analysis paragraph. 
· Revise a paragraph by adding direct quotes and smooth transitions. 
· Collaborate with peers through academic conversations. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES: 
· Previewing 
· Skimming/Scanning 
· Making Inferencing 
· Note-Taking 



· Marking the Text 
· Close Reading 
· Rereading 
· Summarizing  
· Think-Pair-Share  
· Paraphrasing  
· Visualizing  
· Adding  
· Outlining  
· Predicting  
· Drafting 
· Outlining 
 
 
ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative): 
 · Formative: 

• Students apply their learning by independently reading a few short passages not studied in 
class and answering multiple-choice questions that assess reading, writing, and language 
(including both vocabulary in context and grammar). 

• One sentence summaries 
• Plot diagram check 
• Differentiating  
 

 
· Summative: 

• After reading a short story, students develop a well written paragraph in which they analyze 
how the author uses telling details to provide the reader with insight into a character’s 
thoughts. 

• Claim-Evidence-Reasoning paragraph 
 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Acceleration/Enrichment): 
 
· Write a series of sentences that connect telling details to their own personality traits. 
 
· Respond to higher-order questions that compare a literary text to film version. 
 
 
 
RESOURCES (Technology Based Resources, Text Resources, etc.): 

• Vocabulary.com 
• Quill.org 
• Commonlit.org 
• Fiction selections including: 

- “The Most Dangerous Game” 
- “The Necklace” 
- “The Lady of the Tiger” 



- “The Gift of the Magi” 
- “A Sound of Thunder” 
- “The Interlopers” 
- “The Birds” 
- “The Wretched and the Beautiful” 
- “The Cask of Amontillado” 
- “Mask of the Read Death” 
- “Tell Tale Heart” 
- “Bread” 
- “The First Day” 
- “What Happened During the Ice Storm” 
- “The Red Fox Fur Coat” 
- “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
- “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” 
- “The Death of a Prizefighter” 
- “The Griffin and the Minor” 
- “The Discourager of Hesitancy” 
- “The Red-Headed League” 
- “The Birds” 
- Photo Essay “Quiet Places” 
- Audio versions of all fiction selections 

 
 
KEY VOCABULARY: commentary, revise, allusion, character foil, diction, dramatic irony, situational 
irony, verbal irony, exposition, rising action, falling action, inciting incident, resolution, setting, point-
of-view, characterization, antagonist, protagonist, conflict, plot, onomatopoeia, static character, 
round character, flat character, dynamic character, theme, stereotype, symbolism, tone, mood, 
flashback, foreshadowing, syntax, idiom, imagery, hyperbole, understatement, simile, metaphor, 
personification, anachronism 

 
 



Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum 
COURSE: English 9 Honors GRADE/S: 9 
UNIT 2: Poetry TIMEFRAME: 3-5 weeks 
PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS: 
CC.1.3.9–10.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 
CC.1.3.9–10.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. 
CC.1.3.9–10.C Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
CC.1.3.9–10.D Determine the point of view of the text and analyze the impact the point of view has 
on the meaning of the text 
CC.1.3.9–10.E Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it, and manipulate time create an effect. 
CC.1.3.9–10.F Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts. 
CC.1.3.9–10.G Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
CC.1.3.9–10.H Analyze how an author draws on and transforms themes, topics, character types, 
and/or other text elements from source material in a specific work. 
CC.1.3.9–10.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 
CC.1.3.9–10.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
CC.1.3.9–10.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently. 
CC.1.4.9–10.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.D Organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 
distinctions; use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text; include 
formatting when useful to aiding comprehension; provide a concluding statement or section. 
CC.1.4.9–10.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.9–10.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. Introduce the 
precise claim. 
CC.1.4.9–10.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 
CC.1.4.9–10.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically. 
CC.1.4.9–10.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 



CC.1.5.9–10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS): 
· Identify what distinguishes poetry from prose. 
· Analyze the poet’s choices in a found poem. 
· Reflect on their own writing processes and choices. 
· Analyze how stylistic choices contribute to the meaning and effects of a work. 
· Explain how word choice reveals tone. 
· Read poetry to analyze its meaning and the author’s craft. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES: 
· Previewing 
· Skimming/Scanning 
· Marking the Text 
· Close Reading 
· Outlining 
· Rereading 
· Visualizing 
 
 
ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative): 
· Formative: 

• Students apply their learning by independently reading a few 
                                 short passages not studied in class and answering multiple-choice questions that 
                                 assess reading, writing, and language (including both vocabulary in context and 
                                 grammar). 

• Poetry Annotation-After reading a poem, students annotate for imagery, diction, 
tone, onomatopoeia, important or repeated words, and symbolism 

• After reading a poem, students locate examples of simile, metaphor, 
personification, allusion, hyperbole and symbolism. 

· Summative: 
• After reading a poem, students will write an analysis of how the poet uses 

pivotal words and phrases. 
• Compare and contrast two poems 
• Poetry Performance 
• Write a poem that includes at least four poetic techniques 
• Analyzing a song as poetry 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Acceleration/Enrichment): 
· Leveled texts 
· Thematic choice 
· Guided annotations 



· Collaborative work 
· Tiered assignments 
· Choice boards 
· Graphic organizers 
· Flexible grouping 
 
 
 
RESOURCES (Technology Based Resources, Text Resources, etc.): 
· Vocabulary.com 
· Quill.org 
· Commonlit.org 
· Poetry selections including: 
 
· Rasma Haidri  
“Lottery” 
 
· John Montague 
 “The Fight” 
 
 · Joshua Bennett  
  “Tamara’s Opus” 
 
 · Poe  
  “The Bells”  
  “Annabelle Lee”  
 
· Shakespeare 
 “The Seven Ages of Man”  
   Various Shakespearean Sonnets 
 
 · Longfellow  
   “The Wreck of the Hesperus”  
 
· Langston Hughes  
  “Dream Deferred”  
  “Let America Be America Again” 
 
 · Walt Whitman  
   “I Hear America Singing”  
 
· Robert Frost  
  “The Road Not Taken”  
  “After Apple Picking”  
  “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening”  
 
· Rossetti  
  “Uphill” 



 
 
 · Walter Dean Myers  
   “Summer” 
 
 
KEY VOCABULARY: 
motive, strategize, ode, poetic structure, rhyming couplet, setting, point of view, 
characterization, conflict, theme, symbolism, tone, mood, allusion, figurative language, idiom, 
imagery, alliteration, hyperbole, simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, personification, denotation, 
connotation, colloquialism, paradox, oxymoron, motif, portmanteau, apostrophe, poetic license, and 
found poem 
 

 
 



Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum 
COURSE: English 9 Honors GRADE/S: 9 
UNIT 3: Non-Fiction TIMEFRAME: 3-5 weeks 
PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS: 
CC.1.2.9–10.A Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
CC.1.2.9–10.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. 
CC.1.2.9–10.C Apply appropriate strategies to analyze, interpret, and evaluate how an author unfolds 
an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they 
are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
CC.1.2.9–10.D Determine an author’s particular point of view and analyze how rhetoric advances the 
point of view. 
CC.1.2.9–10.E Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text. 
CC.1.2.9–10.F Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts 
CC.1.2.9–10.G Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life 
story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account. 
CC.1.2.9–10.H Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing the validity 
of reasoning and relevance of evidence. 
CC.1.2.9–10.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 
CC.1.2.9–10.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 
CC.1.2.9–10.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading 
independently and proficiently. 
CC.1.4.9–10.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics. 
CC.1.4.9–10.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. Introduce the 
precise claim. 
CC.1.4.9–10.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.9–10.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically. 
CC.1.4.9–10.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
CC.1.5.9–10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 



CC.1.5.9–10.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence. CC.1.5.9–10.G Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 9–10 level and content. 
 
 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS): 
· Analyze an argument’s stated and implied claims, logical reasoning, supporting evidence, and 
  stylistic elements. 
 
· Analyze the characteristics of texts in order to interpret and synthesize graphical data. 
 
·Analyze nonfiction texts and news sources by distinguishing between credible, factual     
 information and misinformation or fake news. 
 
· Evaluate sources for accuracy, credibility, bias, evidence, purpose, and supporting details, and use      
  textual evidence to explain why a news story or source should or should not be considered    
  trustworthy. 
 
· Write an argument, using reasoning and evidence, that supports a claim in an analysis of a 
   topic. 
 
· Conduct research to gain and synthesize information and present the findings and evidence. 
 
· Give a presentation that is effectively designed according to the purpose, audience, and task. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES: 
· Previewing 
· Skimming/Scanning 
· Close Reading 
· Marking the Text 
· Visualizing 
· Graphic Organizer 
· Predicting 
· Drafting 
· Outlining 
· Chunking the Text 
· Brainstorming 
· Quickwrite 
· Discussion groups 
· Summarizing 
· Sharing/Responding 
· Collaborative Discussions 
· Generating Questions 
· KWHL Chart 
· Think-Pair-Chair 
· Paraphrasing 



 
 
ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative): 
· Formative: 

• Students apply their learning by independently reading a few 
                                    short passages not studied in class and answering multiple-choice questions that 
                                    assess reading, writing, and language (including both vocabulary in context and 
                                    grammar). 

• Writing and revising a one or multi-paragraph argument using a set number of      
                                     resources 

• Journal Entries 
• Exit Tickets 

 
· Summative: 

• Analyzing an Argument- After reading a non-fiction piece, students           
                                    will write a response explaining how the author builds an argument to persuade       
                                    his audience. 

• Through analysis and comparison of nonfiction sources, the student will be able 
to identify indicators of trustworthy reporting as well as characteristics that may 
suggest misinformation, such as unsupported claims, questionable sources, lack 
of evidence, misleading information, or apparent bias. 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Acceleration/Enrichment): 
· Socratic seminars to facilitate in-depth discussions 
· Diverse reading material of varying Lexile levels 
· Diverse reading materials to expose students to different perspectives and writing styles 
 
 
 
RESOURCES (Technology Based Resources, Text Resources, etc.): 
· Vocabulary.com 
· Quill.org 
· Ad Fontes Media 
· New York Times (Digital Copy) 
· Commonlit.org 
 
· Nonfiction selections including: 
          - “Games People Probably Shouldn’t Play”-Businessweek 
          - excerpts from The Perfect Storm-Sebastian Junger 
          - excerpts from Into Thin Air-John Krakauer 
          - “A Christmas Memory”-Truman Capote 
          - Night-Elie Weisel 
 
- Essays:  
          -“The Work you Do, the Person You Are” 
          -“Drowning in Dishes, but Finding a Home” 



          -Muhammed Ali- “I Am Still the Greatest” 
          -Howard White- “The Power of Hello” 
          -David Foster Wallace- “Consider the Lobster” 
          -Brian Doyle- “Joyas Voladoras” 
          -Jonathan Swift- “A Modest Proposal” 
          -Suzie Sheehy- “The Case for Curiosity” 
-Arguments:  
         -“What to Do with the Kids This Summer? Put ‘Em to Work” 
         -“The Decline of the American Teenager’s Summer Job” 
         -“Teenagers Have Stopped Getting Summer Jobs – Why?” 
 
-Famous Speeches 
          -FDR Pearl Harbor Speech to the Nation 
          -Frederick Douglas- “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July” 
          -Winston Churchill- “We Will Never Surrender” 
          -Sheryl Sandberg- Why We Have Too Few Women Leaders” 
          -Steve Jobs-“Stanford Commencement Speech” 
          -Ronald Regan-“Address to the Nation after the Challenger Disaster” 
          -Hillary Clinton-“Woman’s Rights are Human Rights” 
          -Patrick Henry- “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death” 
          -John F. Kennedy- “The Decision to go to the Moon” 
          -Chief Joseph- “One People” Lincoln Hall Speech 
          -Malcolm X- “The Ballot or the Bullet” 
          -Martin Luther King Jr.- “I have a Dream” 
          -Abe Lincoln- “The Gettysburg Address” 
          -William Faulkner-  Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech 
          -Admiral McRaven- Commencement Speech at the University of Texas 
         - Adlai Stevenson- “United Nation Address on the Cuban Missile Crisis 
         
 - Varied magazine, newspaper, and scholarly articles 
 
 
KEY VOCABULARY: bias, concession, misinformation, disinformation, fake news, credibility, fallacy, 
objective, plagiarism, synthesize, ethos, pathos, logos, rhetorical appeals, memoir, autobiographical 
non-fiction, essay 
 

 
 



Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum 
COURSE: English 9 Honors GRADE/S: 9 
UNIT 4: Drama TIMEFRAME: 3-5 weeks 
PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS: 
CC.1.3.9–10.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 
CC.1.3.9–10.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. 
CC.1.3.9–10.C Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
CC.1.3.9–10.E Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it, and manipulate time create an effect. 
CC.1.3.9–10.F Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts. 
CC.1.3.9–10.G Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
CC.1.3.9–10.H Analyze how an author draws on and transforms themes, topics, character types, 
and/or other text elements from source material in a specific work. 
CC.1.3.9–10.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 
CC.1.3.9–10.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
CC.1.3.9–10.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently. 
CC.1.4.9–10.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to 
the audience’s knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CC.1.4.9–10.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.9–10.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 
CC.1.4.9–10.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically. 
CC.1.4.9–10.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
CC.1.5.9–10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
 



 
UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS): 
· Analyze characterization in a dramatic scene. 
· View a scene and analyze actors’ performance choices. 
· Analyze a dramatic scene. 
· Work collaboratively to analyze a play and prepare a thoughtful response to a scene. 
· Read drama to analyze its meaning and the author’s craft. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES: 
· Close Reading 
· Diffusing 
· Marking the Text 
· Skimming/Scanning 
· Visualizing 
· Discussion Groups 
· Graphic Organizer 
· Chunking the Text 
· Brainstorming 
· Rereading 
· Choral Reading 
· Oral Reading 
 
 
ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative): 
· Formative: 

• Journals 
• Reflection Prompts 
• Exit Tickets 

 
· Summative: 

• Small group scene performance 
• Scene direction/director's notebook 
• Character diaries 
• Analytical essay 
• Scene modernization 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Acceleration/Enrichment): 
· Leveled texts 
· Storyboards 
· Graphic Organizers 
· Video and Audio versions 
· Collaborative work 
· Performance based projects 
· Flexible grouping 
· Choice boards 



 
 
RESOURCES (Technology Based Resources, Text Resources, etc.): 
· Romeo and Juliet (Original Version) 
· Romeo and Juliet (No Fear Shakespeare) 
·Romeo and Juliet-Movie by Franco Zeffirelli 
·Romeo and Juliet-Movie by Baz Luhrmann 
 
 
KEY VOCABULARY: act, scene, script, dialogue, aside, monologue, soliloquy, sonnet, tragedy, comedy, 
prologue, foreshadowing, dramatic irony, conflict, and stage directions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum 

COURSE: English 9 Honors GRADE/S: 9 
UNIT 5: Epic Literature TIMEFRAME: 3-5 weeks 
PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS: 
CC.1.3.9–10.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over 
the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 
CC.1.3.9–10.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on an author’s explicit assumptions and beliefs 
about a subject. 
CC.1.3.9–10.C Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
CC.1.3.9–10.E Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it, and manipulate time create an effect. 
CC.1.3.9–10.F Analyze how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts. 
CC.1.3.9–10.G Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic 
mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
CC.1.3.9–10.H Analyze how an author draws on and transforms themes, topics, character types, 
and/or other text elements from source material in a specific work. 
CC.1.3.9–10.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 
CC.1.3.9–10.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
CC.1.3.9–10.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently. 
CC.1.4.9–10.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.C Develop and analyze the topic with relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to 
the audience’s knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CC.1.4.9–10.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.9–10.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 
CC.1.4.9–10.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience. 
CC.1.4.9–10.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 
display information flexibly and dynamically. 
CC.1.4.9–10.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
CC.1.5.9–10.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 



 
 
UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS): 
· Analyze the characteristics of an epic poem   
· Identify and analyze the characteristics of an epic hero  
· Identify and explain literary devices and epic conventions  
· Analyze the role of mythology, gods, monsters, and supernatural forces 
· Analyze the concept of the hero's journey  
· Compare Odysseus with modern heroes   
· Write analytical responses that develop a clear claim about The Odyssey and support that claim with     
  relevant textual evidence and explanation.  
· Compare themes and character traits in The Odyssey with those found in contemporary literature,  
   film, television, or popular culture. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES: 
· Close Reading 
· Diffusing 
· Marking the Text 
· Skimming/Scanning 
· Visualizing 
· Discussion Groups 
· Graphic Organizer 
· Chunking the Text 
· Brainstorming 
· Rereading 
· Choral Reading 
· Oral Reading 
· Socratic Seminar 
 
ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative): 
· Formative: 

• Journals 
• Reflection Prompts 
• Exit Tickets 

 
· Summative: 

• Epic hero portfolio 
• Small group scene performance 
• Travel guide 
• Character diaries 
• Analytical essay 
• Modern-day hero comparison 
• Film trailer 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Acceleration/Enrichment): 



· Leveled texts 
· Storyboards 
· Graphic Organizers 
· Video and Audio versions 
· Collaborative work 
· Performance based projects 
· Flexible grouping 
· Choice boards 
 
 
RESOURCES (Technology Based Resources, Text Resources, etc.): 
·The Odyssey text  
·Excerpts from the 1997 TV miniseries “The Odyssey” 
 
 
KEY VOCABULARY: epic, epic hero, epic simile, epithet, allusion, imagery, The Hero’s Journey, 
characterization, indirect characterization, direct characterization, symbolism, foreshadowing, 
flashback 
 

 
 


