
Class of 2027
Next Steps



Agenda
Counselor Student 
Conference

Plans after high school

College Application 
Process/Xello



Foundation High School Program 
with Endorsement

4 credits English – (English I, II, & III, and a 4th credit of English)
4 credits Math: Algebra I, Geometry, and 2 additional math credits (Algebra II required for DLA)
4 credits Science: Biology, IPC/Chemistry/Physics, & 2 additional science credits
3 credits Social Studies: World Geography or World History, US History, US Government (1/2 
credit) and Economics (1/2 credit)
2 credits World Language and Culture (same language)
1 credit PE or PE substitute
1 credit Fine Arts 
7 credits Electives (including necessary endorsement credits)

26 Credits

Successful completion of STAAR end-of-course exams 
(English I & English II, Algebra I, Biology, US History)



CBHS Senior Student Conference:
All seniors will meet individually with their 

counselor to finalize graduation plans.
Topics:
• Graduation Plan Requirements
• Senior Year Course Work
• STAAR EOC Requirements
• Transcript Evaluation
• College Career & Military Readiness (CCMR)
• Top 10% and Honor Graduate Expectations

Parents and students will receive a copy of the 
contract via email. These meetings will happen 
throughout September and the early part of October.





You will receive an unofficial copy of your 
transcript during your senior conference.
*Take note of your name. 
*Your college application should match this 
name.
*This will be the name on your diploma.

It is your responsibility to notify your 
counselor if you see errors.

The parent Skyward account has a copy 
under the ‘Report Card’ tab.



College, Career, Military Readiness 
Annual graduates demonstrate CCMR in one of the following ways:

• Meet criteria of 3 on AP examinations

• Meet TSI criteria via SAT, ACT,  or TSIA2

• Complete a dual credit course (9 hours in any subject or 3 hours English/mathematics)

• Complete an OnRamps course (must earn college credit)

• Complete a program of study in CTE and earn the related industry-based certification

• Graduate with completed IEP and workforce readiness

• Enlist in one of the armed forces and submit a DD4 form

• Earn a qualifying score on ASVAB and complete JROTC program of study



Honor graduates shall be determined after completion of 
the first semester of the senior year to include students 

with the following cumulative grade point averages: 
Summa Cum Laude (Gold Cord): 6.0-5.0

Magna Cum Laude (Silver Cord): 4.99-4.75
Cum Laude (Black Cord): 4.74-4.5



Options After High 
School

• 4-year University

• 2-year Community College/ 

Certification Program

• Technical School/Certification 

Program (Be careful with for-profit 

programs.)

• Military Commitment

• Workforce



XELLO -  NEW 2026/2027
• Xello is CCISD’s new college and career planning tool. 

We have transitioned from Naviance to Xello starting 
this academic school year. 

• Visit ccisd.net/xello for Xello information that is very 
useful in guiding through the college application 
process.

• The Knowledge Hub is also a great resource while 
working in Xello for College Planning Tools
⚬ Located under ‘Plans,’ ‘College Planning,’ and scroll 

to the bottom



Which Should You Use?
Apply Texas - www.applytexas.org

Common Application - www.commonapp.org

If you are applying to 
out-of-state or private 
colleges, especially out 

of Texas, use the 
Common App.

Some schools in Texas 
(like Texas A&M and 

University of Houston) 
are on both- you can 

choose which platform 
you prefer.

Both

If you are applying only 
to Texas public 

universities, ApplyTexas 
is usually the best 

option.



COLLEGE APPLICATION TYPES
Apply Texas - www.applytexas.org

Common Application - www.commonapp.org

Regular/Rolling Decision

Early application deadline; 
non-binding commitment to 

attend.

Early Action

Early application deadline; 
BINDING PROMISE to attend 

if accepted.

Early Decision

Traditional application 
process following published 

deadlines.



APPLY TEXAS
Apply Texas - www.applytexas.org

1. Create an account:
Go to ApplyTexas and click "Get Started" or 
"Sign Up" to create a new account. You'll 
need to verify your email address.

2. Build your profile:
The profile section requires information like 
your name, date of birth, contact 
information, high school details, and any 
college courses you've taken.

3. Find your schools:
Use the school search function to find and 
save the colleges you want to apply to.

4. Complete the application:
For each school, you'll need to answer 
specific questions, which may include 
essays.

5. Submit:
Once you've completed all the required 
information, you can submit your 
application.



DOCUMENTS NEEDED

• Open ApplyTexas account 
(add colleges)

• Transcript request must be 
done in Xello
⚬ Select “Apply Texas” for 

Application Type when 
adding college in Xello

• 1-2 business day turnaround

TRANSCRIPT TEST SCORES

Apply Texas Applications
**Free Texas College Application Week: October 12th-18th**

• Request from testing agency 
(not CCISD)

• Some schools are ‘Test 
Optional’ for admissions
⚬ Be sure to check 

college/degree 
requirements

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

• Typically, not required for 
admissions (double check)

• May be needed for specific 
degree programs

• If you do need a letter, upload 
your resume and CBHS Brag 
Sheet (assignment in Xello) 



ADDING COLLEGES TO YOUR 
LIST IN XELLO -  APPLY TEXAS 

• This is a required task for your school to be able to submit your documents, once you are ready to 
request them.

• We recommend you do not add to this list until after you apply to the college/university



ADDING COLLEGES TO YOUR 
LIST IN XELLO -  CONTINUED



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS -  APPLY TEXAS
1. Select ‘Plans,’ and click 

on ‘College Planning.’

2. Select a college 
added to your list you 
need to request a 
transcript from



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS -  APPLY TEXAS

4. Click on ‘Request’ located 
under the ‘Transcript’ 
application checklist section

3. Select ‘Inital’ for the 
transcript type, and click on 
‘Send Request’



REQUESTING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
FOR APPLY TEXAS

*You can also request a 
letter from someone 

outside of our school. You 
will need to enter their 

name and email address.



REQUESTING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
FOR APPLY TEXAS -  CONTINUED



THE COMMON APPLICATION
Common Application - www.commonapp.org



DOCUMENTS NEEDED

• Transcript, School Report, Counselor 
Evaluation - including letter of 
recommendation

• Must do the following for Common App 
schools- 
⚬ Must first open Common App 

account (add colleges)
⚬ Complete FERPA Release 

Authorization 
⚬ Log into Xello and connect Common 

App to Xello
⚬ Colleges/Universities will populate
⚬ You will assign your counselor when 

you are ready to request documents 
to be sent (an email will be sent to 
your counselor to submit documents 
to ALL Common App schools listed 
on your list)

COUNSELOR BUNDLE TEST SCORES

Common Application

• Request from testing agency (not 
CCISD)

• Some schools are ‘Test Optional’ 
still for admissions
⚬ Be sure to check 

college/degree requirements

TEACHER BUNDLE

• Teacher evaluation - includes 
teacher letter of 
recommendation and their 
Common App teacher evaluation

• Must request in Xello:
⚬ Can request recommendation 

after adding college in Xello 
(all teacher letters of 
recommendation will be 
general letters, not specific to 
colleges)



COMMON APP  -   FERPA RELEASE AUTHORIZATION



Only applies to students completing the 
Common Application

COMMON APP -  CONNECTING 
TO XELLO

*First you need to 
create a Common 
App account and 
add universities, 
then you can 
connect your 
Common App to 
Xello.



Only applies to students completing the 
Common Application

COMMON APP -  CONNECTING CONTINUED

1.

2. 3.



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS -  COMMON APP

2. Click on ‘View my 
Applications’ to see full list of 
colleges including your 
Common App Schools

1. Open ‘Plans’ and select 
‘College Applications’



REQUESTING TRANSCRIPTS -  COMMON APP
3. When you are ready to request transcripts to be sent to your 
Common App schools you will ‘assign counselor’ (you will need to 
search and enter your Alpha Counselor’s name)

4. An email will be sent to 
your counselor to 
complete.
5. Counselors will send 
your transcript in their 
report.  



REQUESTING LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
 FOR COMMON APP

*To request a letter of recommendation from someone 
out of the CCISD district, you will need to do that directly 
through your Common App portal.  This will be the same 

process for a teacher not at your campus but in CCISD as 
well.

This will be called a TEACHER EVALUATION for Common App!



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION -  
WHAT DO WE NEED FROM YOU?

Provide your teacher(s) and counselor

Copy of your resume - upload in 
Xello

**Allow at least 10 business days**

CBHS Brag Sheet - in Xello as 
assignment (will need to upload 
document in request once 
completed)

Request letter of recommendation in 
person or in an email 



Exploring Colleges in Xello
To explore colleges in 
Xello visit the ‘Explore’ 

tab, then select 
‘Colleges.’ 

You will be able to type 
in a college or scroll until 

you find a college you 
want to look into.

Explore majors, student 
body, campus life, costs, 

etc.



Xello Tools

Xello provides information on every college in 
terms of tuition, number of students, 

acceptance rate, campus life, and more!
Scattergrams is found under the ‘Explore’ 

Tab under colleges. 

You will be able to search any college
(keep in mind not all colleges have 

scattergrams available)



Scholarships and Money
To access scholarships, click on “Plans” tab, and select ‘Scholarships.’

Boost your profile by 
completing 

questionnaire 

Scholarships you are 
interested in applying 

to can be saved for 
you to access later



Free Application Week through 
Apply Texas!



College Application Help!

• Counselors are available to help with college 
applications and career planning during Quest 
Connect in room 116.

• Students are welcome to ask questions, get help 
requesting transcripts and/or letters of 
recommendation, or just have a quiet place to 
work on college applications or FAFSA/TASFA.

• Ms. Rodriguez, our San Jac liaison, is here on 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays and is a great resource.

• Sign up for “I can apply to college” in RTI 
scheduler to attend.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION!

Important 
Upcoming 

Events/Dates

• Financial Aid Night - 
Sept. 30th @ 6:00pm @ 
Clear Springs HS

• CCISD College & Career 
Fair  - Nov. 4th @ 
6:00pm @ Clear Falls HS

CCISD 
YOUniversity - 

Post-Secondary 
Planning
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