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 Happy Fall Everyone!  October has arrived and the weather has 
been a little cooler and we are hoping those temperatures will 
continue to be more “fall like” over these next few weeks.  This first 
quarter of school has been extremely busy with getting classes up 
and running, putting routines and procedures in place and making 
sure students are engaged in learning.  We want to continue to 
thank you for your support and patience through these times.  

 The end of the first quarter is October 9th.  Progress reports for quarter 1 will be sent 
home later in the month.  Even though these are posted in FOCUS for families, we will be 
sending home hard copies for our students.  Please make sure you look for these and 
sign and return the envelopes to school.  If you havenʼt already, please make sure you are 
taking time to set up those conferences to come in to discuss your childʼs progress.  We 
do expect all families to come in and meet with your childʼs teacher(s) at least 2 times a 
year.  Thank you to all of those who have already been in.  

 Thank you to all of the families who attended our UFLI parent event this week.  We 
appreciate you taking the time to participate and learn more about this program to 
help support your children.  We hope you felt it was beneficial.  Thank you to our 
wonderful PTA and all the volunteers who ran a very successful fall book fair.  The 
students were able to purchase several good books to add to their collection.  We 
continue to appreciate all our families support with all of our school initiatives.    

 Our Leader In Me is in full swing and we celebrated our first Habit Heroes assembly a 
few weeks ago.  Teachers are truly seeing this initiative taking off and developing 
leadership roles within all our students.  We hope you see this at home as well.  This 
month we focused on students who have been proactive.  There were many ways 
students demonstrated this habit from school work, solving problems or even at home.  
We look forward to seeing how these leaders develop throughout the year.  

 This month is another busy month.  We have our Trunk or Treat on October 16th.  
Please make sure to sign up for a spot to decorate your trunk and help us hand out 
candy to our kiddos.  On October 30th, we will be having our annual Halloween 
Parade.  This year we will have the band from MSD leading our parade.  Students are 
allowed to come to school dressed in their Halloween Costumes.  Please 
remember studentsʼ faces cannot be covered with masks and no toy weapons may be 
brought to school.  Parents are welcome to view the parade route on the sidewalks as 
we parade around campus.  Please note all once the parade has completed, we will not 
allow any parents on campus unless you have been cleared prior to the 30th to 
volunteer.  We are looking forward to a wonderful event.  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

• October 9 - Early Release
•

• October 12 - Teacher Planning
•

• October 13 - 2nd Quarter Begins
•

• October 16 - Trunk or Treat
•

• October 20 - PTA Meeting @9:15am
•

• October 21 - Quarter 1 Report Cards Issued
•

• October 22 - Make Up Pictures
•

• October 22 - 4th Grade St. Augustine Parent Meeting @6:00pm
•

• October 23 - Pelican Sno Ball
•

• October 26 - SAC/SAF @2:40pm
•

• October 27 - Uncle Louie G Give Back Night
•

• October 27 - Wings Plus Give Back Night
•

• October 30 - Halloween Parade



1st grade

kindergarten

2nd grade

3rd grade

4thgrade

5thgrade

First grade is off to great start this year.  Thank you to all of 
the parents who have donated school supplies and materials to 
ensure your children are ready to learn.  Over these last few 
weeks, we have been learning so many new skills.  In math, we 
are just finishing up Topic 2, which was add and subtract with 
facts to 10.  Our next Topic 3 will be adding facts to 20.  Make 
sure you are practicing these skills with your children on a 

weekly basis.  Student are learning diagraphs in UFLi.  In ELA, we 
continue in Benchmark in Unit 2 where we are Identifying, 
describing and retelling main story elements and using 

pictures to understand the text.  Keep up the reading and 
asking questions with your children each night.  Reminder our 

Clifford field trip will be on Oct.6th.  Please remember to pack 
a bag lunch for your student for the trip. The Halloween 

parade is right around the corner.  Students who are 
participating may wear costumes, but remember no toy weapons 

or face coverings allowed during the parade.  Happy Fall!
  

Third grade is busy building a strong foundation in multiplication 
and division. In reading, we are learning how to identify the 
central idea of a text and support it with relevant details.

In Social Studies and writing, we revisited the events of 
September 11th by completing a Document-Based Question (DBQ) 

activity, which encouraged students to think critically about this 
important moment in history.

In Science, we are exploring the three states of matter: solids, 
liquids, and gases. Students are learning about the properties of 
each state and how matter can change from one state to another. 

special programs
 Our Special Programs Team has been 
diving into learning through books, 

crafts, and cooking!   Students 
enjoy hands-on activities that bring 

stories to life while building confidence, 
creativity, and independence. We’re also 

excited to soon kick off Panther Pals, 
creating opportunities for friendship, 
connection, and inclusion across our 

school community!   

October is bursting with learning and excitement in Kindergarten! We kicked off Fire Safety 
Month with an exciting visit from the Coral Springs firefighters, who arrived with their fire 

truck and gear to teach our little panthers important ways to stay safe!

during our UFLI lessons, our young readers are strengthening their letter-sound connections 
while blending, segmenting, reading, and spelling words. In math, we are comparing numbers from 
0–10 using greater than, less than, and equal to. We are wrapping up our first science unit about 
scientists and the tools they use, and we had so much fun exploring the life cycle of an apple in 

September! In Social Studies, students are learning about rules, responsibilities, and what it 
means to be a good citizen. These little cubs are always excited for our Leader in Me lessons. We 

continue to build confidence, developing leadership skills, and learning how to make positive 
choices. 

Kindergarten will wrap up the month with fun-filled studies of pumpkins and spiders.  We can’t 
wait to celebrate together on October 30 with our Halloween parade and classroom celebration!
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As we settle into the school year, our 4th grade team is building strong 
routines and developing positive learning habits. Students have been working 

hard and are becoming more independent each day. St. Augustine field trip 
packets have been sent home, and we are looking forward to this exciting 

learning experience together. In the classroom, students are strengthening 
their multiplication skills and applying strategies to solve increasingly 

challenging problems. In science, we are exploring the properties of matter 
and how scientists classify materials. In social studies, students are studying 
Florida maps and learning about our state's geography and regions. In reading, 

we are focusing on identifying character traits and using text evidence to 
better understand characters and their actions. We are proud of the progress 
our students are making and look forward to a wonderful year of learning and 

growth!

 Happy Fall from 2nd Grade! 

We are excited for another fun and busy month of learning in 2nd grade!  
Reading: This month, we will focus on Characters Facing Challenges. Our 

essential question is: “What can we learn when we face challenges?” Students 
will explore the challenges characters experience and determine whether 

those challenges are internal or external.  Math: We are moving on to Topic 
4, where students will continue developing their addition skills by working 
with sums within 100. We will practice different strategies to help students 

become confident and efficient problem solvers .  Science: Our young 
scientists will be learning about solids, liquids, and gases. Students will 

identify and describe the differences between the three states of matter .  
Field Trip: Our first field trip permission form will be coming home on October 

5th. Please complete and return the form by October 23rd.  Character 
Parade: Mark your calendars! Our annual Character Parade will take place on 
October 30th. We can’t wait to see all of the creative characters our students 
choose to dress up as!  We are looking forward to a wonderful month filled 

with learning, growth, and fall fun in 2nd grade!

 We are off to a great start this school year in 5th grade!  The children have learned about corn as a natural resource, they are currently 
multiplying decimals, they know that an atom is the building block of all matter and they recently studied about our Constitution - some are 

memorizing the Preamble for extra credit!  In addition to rigorous academics, we are starting our GRADE program with Officer Andrade and 
will kick off this year's 5th grade fundraisers with selling Boo Grams in October in order to raise money for all of our fabulous end of year 

events!  We are definitely planting a garden of leaders this year!  



MEDIA

CHE SPECIALS 
UPDATES

To support our Reads standard of analyzing the structure and aesthetic 
features of creative works, students are learning about genres with a 
Book Picnic!  We discuss the various genres and then students explore 

books to decide what new genres they'd like to read more of. 

This week students learned about quarter notes, eighth notes, and quarter 
rest. They interacted with these notes through activities such as "Poison 

Rhythm",  "Rhythm Basketball" , "Rhythm Play Along Videos" and they also 
learned how to write these notes and created their own rhythm patterns. 

MUSIC

P.E.

ART
Kindergarten and first grade created colorful shape castles inspired by Disney 
artist Mary Blair. Second and third grade explored Henri Matisse and Fauvism, 

then painted watercolor still lifes of apples. Fourth and fifth grade used 
origami to create 3D radial sculptures.

What's going on the courts in October. 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade will continue to work on movement concepts and 

maintaining personal space for safety. We will explore with Hula Hoops and work on 
Jumping and Landing along with a few tag games and dancing in the mix. 

  3rd through 5th grade focuses on more fitness concepts and jump rope skills 
focus on self-turn and group turning and jumping and jump bands (modified 

tinikling) with a study in heart rate.  Time permitting, we will get our heart rate up 
with a tag game and a few dances.    



COUNSELORS 

CORNER

A Great Start to the School Year!

Your school counselors, Mrs. Schaffer (Grades K, 2, and 4) and Mrs. Hahn (Grades 1, 3, and 5), 
are off to a wonderful start at Country Hills Elementary (CHE)! We have enjoyed visiting every 

classroom to introduce ourselves and begin building positive relationships with our students.

We have completed our first classroom lessons, helping students learn about being proactive 
and using emotional regulation strategies to manage big feelings and make positive choices. We 
introduced the Leader in Me Pause Plan—a simple strategy that encourages students to pause, 

notice how they are feeling, and choose a strategy before responding.

Students explored a variety of strategies they can use when they need to calm their bodies, 
refocus, or work through challenging emotions, including deep breathing, taking a movement 
break, listening to music, journaling, talking to a trusted adult, counting to ten, and taking a 
few quiet moments to reset. We are encouraging students to discover which strategies work 

best for them and to practice using them proactively—before emotions become overwhelming.

September has been a busy and meaningful month at CHE! We celebrated both Peace Week 
and Start with Hello Week, giving students opportunities to spread kindness, build 

connections, and think about how they can create peace within themselves and with others. 
Students reflected on the 7 Habits and drew or wrote about a habit that helps them find peace 
within themselves or build positive relationships with others. Their thoughtful creations were 

added to our Peace Tree, creating a beautiful display of student voices and ideas.

Students also participated in our Chalk4Peace activity, filling our sidewalks with positive 
messages of peace, kindness, and encouragement for everyone in our school community to 

enjoy. It was wonderful to see our students sharing their creativity while helping make CHE an 
even more welcoming and positive place to learn!

We are excited for another amazing year of learning, growing, and leading at Country Hills! 

Parents and families: If you have any questions, concerns, or would like to connect with us 
about your child, please don't hesitate to reach out to Mrs. Schaffer or Mrs. Hahn. We are 

always happy to partner with you to support your child!



 IMT UPDATES

Office Hours: 
7:40am-3:10pm

Registration Hours: 
8:30am-1:30pm

REPORT ALL ABSENCES 
  CALL THE ATTENDANCE LINE:  

754-322-5952

CONGRATS

DR. THOMAS 

NominatedAssistant Principal of the Year!

CHE PRIDE 



CHE SPIRIT SPOTLIGHT

pta appreciation

habit heroes

peace week

 



CHE SPIRIT SPOTLIGHT

 

  ufli parent night

CHE BOOK FAIR 



CHE PTA "STAY IN THE KNOW" 
 https://linktr.ee/countryhillselempta

SUPPORT PTA "GIVE BACKS" 
https://countryhillselem.givebacks.com/

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

facebook instagramCHE PTA 

https://linktr.ee/countryhillselempta
https://countryhillselem.givebacks.com/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fg%2F1EhtHEzFbd%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr&data=05%7C02%7Cdiana.segarra%40browardschools.com%7C6566f98d087e420226c008df0209a66d%7Ceeacb5cb53704358a96aa3783c95d422%7C0%7C0%7C639231912661278289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xnXjxZC8lIgRpuUVylZ76zwv3blzmIHgtirzXqfOvBI%3D&reserved=0
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AFTER CARE REGISTRATION LINK:
basccbroward.com

AFTER CARE PAYMENT LINK:
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/students-parents/online-payments-estore

CHE AFTER CARE

https://basccbroward.com/
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/students-parents/online-payments-estore


IMPORTANT LINKS

To qualify for free and reduced-price lunch for the 2026/27 school 
year, families must complete a Meal Benefits Application AT  

http://www.myschoolapps.com/

CREATE & Log in to the Focus Parent Portal at 
https://browardschools.focusschoolsoftware.com/focus  

ONLINE PAYMENTS FOR ACTIVITIES, AFTERCARE, AND OBLIGATIONS AT 
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/students-parents/online-payments-estore

REGISTER TO RIDE THE SCHOOL BUS AT
https://tfsweb.browardschools.com/Ride/

STUDENT MEAL ACCOUNT PORTAL AT 
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

VISIT COUNTRY HILLS WEBSITE AT
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/

volunteer application link at:
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/NDgyMDplbi1VUw==

facebook link

SCHOOL CHOICE WEBSITE AT
https://www.browardschools.com/bcps-departments/school-choice123

http://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://browardschools.focusschoolsoftware.com/focus
https://www.browardschools.com/bcps-departments/school-choice123
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/19F2NgjDuT/
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/NDgyMDplbi1VUw==
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain?requestAction=home
https://tfsweb.browardschools.com/Ride/
https://countryhills.browardschools.com/students-parents/online-payments-estore


http://www.browardschools.com/calendarsurvey

BCPS NEWS 

http://www.browardschools.com/calendarsurvey

