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October 3  - Snack & Storytime
Hamilton 3  grade

rd

rd

October 7  - Hamilton PTO Meetingth

October 8  - Picture Retake Dayth

October 15  - Family Teacher
Conferences

th

October 16  - No Schoolth

October 19  - Family Teacher
Conferences

th

October 20  - SOTA All Glazed Up
Fundraiser

th

October 29th - Family Night
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Our goal this year is to have a
Daily Attendance Rate of 93%

After 3 weeks of school,
Hamilton (97%) & 
SOTA I (98%) 
have a combined rate of97%

🍂 Dear Elementary Families,

Thank you for a fantastic start to the school year! We
are so grateful for your support and for the wonderful
energy our families bring to our school community.

💛 In Loving Memory of Kim Nofsinger
We continue to remember our beloved drama teacher,
Kim Nofsinger. His creativity, kindness, and love for our
students will always be a cherished part of our school
community.

🎉 Welcome Back Jubilee
Our first Family Night was a wonderful success! Thank
you to everyone who joined us and helped make it such
a special evening.

🎃 Next Family Night: Trunk or Treat
Mark your calendars for October 29th! We look forward
to celebrating with our families for a fun night of
costumes, treats, and community.

🍎 Family Conferences
Family Conferences will be held October 15th and
October 19th. Sign up will be on ParentSquare. Please
remember there is no school on October 16th and
October 19th.

Thank you for being such an important part of our
school family. We are looking forward to a wonderful
October!

With appreciation,
Jenna Fernholz 



Social emotional learning includes the ability to manage emotions, focus attention,
respect self and others, make responsible choices, engage with communities, all of which
prepare students for college, career and life success. We believe that students with
stronger social-emotional competencies achieve greater academic success, engage
more fully in school, and experience better lifelong outcomes. When students and adults
apply these skills, we create environments that keep our kids healthy, safe, supported, and
encouraged in school every day. 

The physical and social emotional learning of young people plays a key role in their ability
to succeed in school. The School District of La Crosse is committed to working with
caregivers, not only in the academic education of their child, but also to ensure that
students reach their full potential outside of the classroom. As such, the school district
completes social emotional learning screenings at our elementary schools at least two
times per year which align with the district’s standards-based learning and MLSS structure,
SEL programming, district report cards, and Wisconsin’s Career Readiness Standards. 

Results will be discussed at parent teacher conferences and our semester report cards.
More information about social emotional learning can be found at WI DPI’s SEL Website. 

SEL SCREENERSEL SCREENERSEL SCREENER

ATTENDANCE PRIZEATTENDANCE PRIZE  
WINNERSWINNERS

ATTENDANCE PRIZE 
WINNERS

https://www.lacrosseschools.org/programs-services/social-emotional-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/media/41828/download?inline
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/mental-health/social-emotional-learning


We are happy to welcome these new staff and staff in new roles. 

Welcome
TEAM MEMBERS!

OUR NEW

Aaliyah Bowman
SPED Teacher Assistant

Madee Peplinski
Resident Teacher

Home

Search posts...

P News From the Principal

Principal 1 day ago

T Classroom Wish List ♥

2 days agoTeacher

Good morning, parents. Attached to this
post you will find a list of items needed for
our classrooms. If you are able to donate...

I’m excited to welcome you to a new school
year! It’s been great seeing both new and
old faces back on campus this week... 

300 ♥

Our School

Home Messages Alerts Events More
...

♥

Download the

ParentSquare app today!

 Stay involved withyour student'slearning

and activities at school. From anywhere.



Hearing Screenings will be 
on November 6th



VOLUNTEERING AT SCHOOLVOLUNTEERING AT SCHOOLVOLUNTEERING AT SCHOOL

We appreciation all forms of family collaboration including volunteering and field trip
chaperones. 

If you want to volunteer at school, you will need to have our district background check.
Once approved, it is current for 3 years. 

Need a background check on file? Complete one here: Secure Volunteer Background
Check

Contact Community School Coordinator Jon Zinniel about volunteer opportunities at
608-789-5092 or jzinniel@lacrossesd.org.

Every adult in the building needs to be identified with a wearable badge. One will print
for you when you check in at the office for volunteering. If one does not, ask someone in
the office for assistance. 

EXTRA CLOTHES AT SCHOOLEXTRA CLOTHES AT SCHOOLEXTRA CLOTHES AT SCHOOL

Sweatshirt - Bring an extra with your child’s name written inside to keep in their locker.
Temperatures vary quite a bit. 

Extra Outfit - Messes can happen at school: spills, bathroom accidents, paint etc. A full
change of clothes including socks and underwear are a great thing to keep at school. 

Tennis Shoes - Our students play outside for recess every day and have physical
education every third day. Students can keep a spare pair of shoes in the locker

https://securevolunteer.com/school-district-of-la-crosse/home
https://securevolunteer.com/school-district-of-la-crosse/home


October 15, 2026
4-8 pm

 

 

Onalaska 9417 WI-16, Onalaska, WI 54650

Hamilton Parent
Teacher Organization*In-restaurant or online ordering only through the Noodles Rewards app, or Noodles.com/Order.

Valid for pickup, delivery and in-restaurant. Not valid for call-in orders. Please enter offer code at
checkout online or men on the organiza on when ordering in-person. Cannot be combined with
other offers or discounts.

Visit your nearest Noodles & Company location at



 

Start earning in 3 easy steps 

How it works 

Earn money for SOTA1 Steering
Committee with RaiseRight 
Raise money when you buy gift cards or shop online!

Earn from
hundreds of brands
as you shop, dine,

or book travel. 

The brand gives a
portion ofeach

purchase back to
SOTA1 as earnings. 

We share the
earnings back with
SOTA1 to help you

offset costs. 

1

2

3 

ScantheQRcodeto join
Or visit raiseright.com, enrollment code 9947DDC957291 

Create your RaiseRight account 
Account may be accessed from phone app or web login 
Start shopping and earn for SOTA1 without 
changing your budget 





10/8/26Picture Retake Day:

If you want to order pictures of the retake picture, you may do so for FREE shipping by going to

Strawbridge.net and using the school ordering code PX502204 in the “order now” box. This

option is pre-pay ordering, so you will not be able to view your child’s image, and it is valid for

free shipping until 10/13/2026. If you wish to wait to view the image first, you will need to wait

until your child’s personalized ordering code is issued, and a $7 shipping fee will apply. (After

10/13/2026, you will have to wait until the personalized codes are issued).

If you already ordered a package but wish to take a new picture, we will print a new package at

no additional cost. Please send the package with your child to school so we may see what needs

to be changed and improved upon when we photograph the retake picture. You may also send a

note if you wish.

If you still need to order a picture from the original picture day, please use the personalized

ordering code that was issued to you with your package or proof. If you do not have your

personalized ordering code, please reach out to your school to obtain your code.

If you have additional questions or concerns, the best way to reach customer service is by using the

chat feature on Strawbridge.net or you may contact your local representative at

Tracy.cochran@strawbridge.net

We are looking forward to seeing your smiles!

Thursday, October 08, 2026 is 
PICTURE RETAKE DAY! 

HAMILTONHAMILTON  
PICTURE RETAKESPICTURE RETAKES

HAMILTON 
PICTURE RETAKES

If your child was NOT photographed on the

original picture day OR you do not like the

picture that was taken on the original picture

day, your child may take a retake at no

additional charge to you!

mailto:Tracy.cochran@strawbridge.net
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The School District of La Crosse takes pride in hiring only highly qualified teachers. This means they

all are fully trained, certified, and often experienced in the position they teach. Our faculty

consistently has a high percentage of advanced degrees, and we do a good job of retaining some of

the top staff in the state and the nation. Life events, such as retirement, childbirth, or illness,

sometimes cause a need for a long- term substitute teacher. When this happens, we always make

every effort to hire a highly qualified substitute.  All are certified teachers, and most are licensed in

the area in which they are substituting. In rare cases it may be impossible to find a teacher with a

particular certification, such as special education. This may result in the district asking the Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction for an emergency license/stipulation for such a teacher. If you ever

have any questions about the certification of any of our staff, please call Shelley Shirel, Director of

Elementary Education.

HIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERSHIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERSHIGHLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS

Title I is a federally funded education program in the United States. It provides children with

additional help in the areas of reading and math. The federal government, through the Wisconsin

Department of Public instruction, provides funds to local school districts for the operation of Title I

programs. Title I services at Hamilton Elementary are school-wide, which means they are available to

all students. Children are identified to participate in the Title I supports through assessments,

classroom performance, and teacher recommendations. These groups may happen during WIN, or at

other times during the school day where the child does not miss core instruction in the classroom. In

addition, this may be ongoing practice to support universal instruction, or may be identified as an

intervention. The Title I teachers coordinate with the classroom teachers. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact : 

Jenn Speckeen, Title 1 Teacher

Meghann Blakstad, Title 1 Teacher

SCHOOL WIDE TITLE ISCHOOL WIDE TITLE ISCHOOL WIDE TITLE I

ATTENDANCE PRIZEATTENDANCE PRIZE  
WINNERSWINNERS

ATTENDANCE PRIZE 
WINNERS





Welcome back to the

Library! Since the

beginning of school, our

students have been

learning about our

library expectations and

how to take care of

books. Students

practiced turning pages

gently, keeping books

away from food and

drinks, and carrying

them safely. Students

come to the library for a

lesson and book

checkout once a week.

Additionally, students

also have the

opportunity to come to

the library everyday for

open check out from 8-

8:15 in the morning.

Library books are

shared treasures, and

taking care of them

helps everyone enjoy

our materials. If

something does happen

to a book, please let the

library know—many

times we can repair it! 

Here’s a library laugh:

Why did the book go to

the doctor?

Because it hurt its spine! 

Keep Reading!

Mrs Harden

We finally finished our

collaborative art

project started in April

2026, our READ poster

is complete!



Movement & Skill Development

4K/K/1st Grade: Our youngest learners are

beginning their physical education journey by

developing competency in basic locomotor skills,

including walking, running, and galloping. Playful

activities build spatial awareness, comfort in the

gym, and positive PE routines.

2nd/3rd Grade: Students are reviewing locomotor

skills and developing throwing and catching

techniques with varied equipment. Partner activities

and cooperative games build mature movement

patterns, teamwork, and encouragement.

4th/5th Grade: Students are reviewing PE

expectations through teamwork activities, lead-up

games, and tag variations. They are applying

movement concepts and beginning offensive and

defensive strategies while developing

communication, cooperation, and movement skills.

Move and Groove Report
hysicalhysicalhysical ducationducationducation

Fitness Focus

Understanding fitness and health-related

fitness components - finding heart

rates/pulse

Learning PE routines and safety procedures

Practicing warm-up activities

Recognizing how our bodies feel during

movement and the value of physical activity



Move and Groove Report
hysicalhysicalhysical ducationducationducation

Character & Teamwork Development

Across all grades, students are establishing PE

agreements and creating a positive, inclusive

environment. We are emphasizing respect,

effort, and encouragement while helping every

student participate, learn, and grow at their

own level.

Looking Ahead to October

Introduction to heart rate awareness

Cooperative team-building activities

Spatial awareness challenges

Balance biking for K/1 and volleying/striking

with hands (2-5)

Home Support Reminders

Ensure your child wears appropriate

athletic shos on PE days

Encourage active play and movement at

home

Notify us of any health concerns or injuries

Reinforce positive attitudes toward physical

activity

PE Tip of the Month

"Start the year with a positive mindset, give

your best effort, and remember that every

challenge is an opportunity to learn and grow!"



My name is Alyson Glenz, and I am the EL teacher at Hamilton, SOTA I, and Emerson this year. This is

my eighth year teaching in La Crosse and my eighteenth year in education altogether.

My family connections to these schools include

1. My mom, aunt, and uncle went to Hamilton.

2. My husband and brother-in-law went to Emerson.

3. My son went to SOTA I.

Feel free to message me on Parent Square or email me at aglenz@lacrossesd.org if you have any

questions. I speak English and Spanish.

Thank you,

Alyson Glenz

MEET THE NEW TEACHER OFMEET THE NEW TEACHER OF

ENGLISH LEARNERSENGLISH LEARNERS

MEET THE NEW TEACHER OF
ENGLISH LEARNERS

GROW GARDEN LESSON PHOTOSGROW GARDEN LESSON PHOTOSGROW GARDEN LESSON PHOTOS



Scan the QR to RSVP by 10/1

Join us for an exciting, hands-on art opportunity just for

SOTA I & II students. 

This year’s Between the Bluffs Plein Air Festival offers a

unique opportunity for SOTA students to step outside,

explore nature, and discover the joy of outdoor painting

(plein air) alongside professional art instructors.

FREE ART WORKSHOP

FOR SOTA I & II STUDENTS

Between the Bluffs Educational Day 
Date: Saturday,Oct 10th

Time: 9:00 - 12:00pm (students are asked to arrive by 10am) 

Location: Riverside Park - International Friendship Gardens

Cost: Free for SOTA I & II students

RSVP - Please scan the QR code below to sign up by 10/1. (this will enable us

to order t-shirts and other supplies!) 

Details: All painting materials will be provided and all students will receive a

free t-shirt!

Please email teddy@couleearts.org with any questions or concerns. 











Welcome to a new year of SOTA
1 News! We have a great crew of
over 20 fourth and fifth graders

working on Thursdays during
recess in Mrs. Henry’s room to

make SOTA 1 News possible.  Go
team!  We will switch roles

monthly and try positions like
editor, designer, reporter,

photographer, comic artist and
puzzler. Please enjoy the October

issue of SOTA 1 News.

SOTA 1 NEWSSOTA 1 NEWSSOTA 1 NEWS
October2026

Fifth Grade Spotlight

Teacher: Mr. Mickshl
Favorite Color: Blue

Favorite Musical Artist:
Arianna Grande

Activities: swim team
and  gymnastics

Favorite Subject: Science
and Social Studies

Best Thing About SOTA:
Drama

Colin Landers Finnley Housker
Teacher: Mr. Mickshl

Favorite color:
Green/blue

Favorite song: Homesick
by Noah Kahan

Activities: Biking and
drawing

Favorite subject:
Math/PE

Best thing about SOTA 1:
That we get to do strings

and drama!

ANDAND  
WINGSWINGS  

ROOTS 

Our theme this year!



ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

Make sure you are
not bringing toys to

school!

Please no  tape or
adhesives on

lockers. Magnets
only! Be kind to

Mr. Joe.

    The school year is
starting 
and kickball is more
popular than usual.We
would like to 
remind everyone that this is
a game, not your very
serious baseball
tournament, and that there
is no sliding or diving
allowed. Have fun!!

KickballKickballKickball         
MonthlyMonthlyMonthly   
Kickball‌  
Monthly 

Cribbage Club just celebrated the
2  anniversary of the club. We
are a club that plays and teaches
cribbage. We had our first
meeting of the year. If you like
cribbage ,but forgot how to play
,or you just want a fun new
hobby, we’ve got you! Meetings
are on Wednesdays during
recess. See Mr. Mickschl for
details.We will see you then!
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cribbage. We had our first
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hobby, we’ve got you! Meetings
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nd

Cribbage ClubCribbage Club  Cribbage Club 

-cribbage club

Even thopugh Halloween is coming, please
don’t wear costumes to school.  

Go to the Trunk or Treat Family Night in
your costuime instead!



You can read all of
these on Sora! Just
scan the QR code! 

Book of thBook of thweewee  Books of theweek 

Book for 4/5:wings of Fire!
Wings of Fire is a series of  many things including
dragons! If you like adventure, this book is for you!

Book for 2/3: Magic
Tree House

Follow Jack and Annie on
their adventure through

time and space!

Book for k/1s: Henry
and Mudge

A boy and his dog.
What’s not to love?

We surveey students on their favorite Halloween candy
and here is what we learned! 

Jordan is sadly leaving but
her mother Patti Shisler
(Demuir’s mom too) is

taking over for her. She was
unhappy with her with her
last job so she decided to

join us at SOTA 1. She will
be helping out the

lunchroom. She says she
enjoys it very much! Make

sure to give her a warm
welcome!

FOR YOUR INFOFOR YOUR INFOFOR YOUR INFO



It was very sad to learn that Mr. Nofsinger passed away
last month.  He was a creative, dedicated and talented

drama teacher. He had high expectations for us and helped
our learning come alive through arts integration.  The

school will not be the same without him.  He is truly
missed. 

Mr. Nofsinger
touched the lives of

many students in his
decade at SOTA 1.

Former student
Griffin Skarie made

this painitng in
response to his

emotions he felt after
learning of Mr.

Nofsingers passing. 

“Have a nice life!” - Kim Neal Nofsinger 
(spoken nearly everytime he said goodbye to a class for the day)

IN MEMORIUMIN MEMORIUMIN MEMORIUM

Theis beautifuyl
floral

arrraongement was
sent to Mr.

Nofsinger’s Final
Curtain Call on

behalf of the
students and staff at
Hamilton/SOTA 1.



PHOTOSPHOTOSPHOTOS



FIELD TRIP FUNFIELD TRIP FUNFIELD TRIP FUN

We had the
opportunity to

work with
professor

Barrett Klein in
September at
The Nature

Place.  
Despite a rainy

morning, we
were able to tag

monarch
butterflies.  He is

coming to our
school in

October to work
with the younger
kids and the 4/5s
get to go to visit
him at UW-L.
We are looking
forward to it! 



THE FUNNY PAGETHE FUNNY PAGETHE FUNNY PAGE

Com
ic by Keeley

M
.

Co
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A group of 4/5 students
made this collage

during free chiuce time
in Art class. 



True or False? 

This red lake found in the Sahara desert
turned this red shade due to bacteria which
found it’s home in this lake in extreme heat.

True or False? 

This is the recently discovered
scorpion bird it lives in 

any were there are deserts.

GUESS THE CLASSROOMGUESS THE CLASSROOMGUESS THE CLASSROOM

Answer: Mr mickshls room

True or false
answers!

All false

GAMES & PUZZLESGAMES & PUZZLESGAMES & PUZZLES

Why can't you play
hide and seek with

Pokémon? 

A: Because they will
always peek at choo.

What do you call a
pig that plays
basketball? 

A: A ball hog.
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