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2024-2025 2025-2026

78% 57%

17% 33%

6% 11%

70% of students taking the survey
wanted to learn more about 

career-connected learning experiences.

For 2026-27







DISCOVER
A Health Care Exploration Event 
at Rochester Community & Technical College’s Heintz Center

Hands-on
Experiences

Networking

SSC and RCTC, in partnership with Minnesota HOSA bring you
“Discover Healthcare” at the Heintz Center on January 8, 2027.
Experience hands-on learning with real-life medical professionals.

What 
is this
about ?

MEDICAL PROFESSIONS REPRESENTED INCLUDE:  

HEALTHCARE

jschwickerath@ssc.coop

507-273-8365

Your Future, Your Choice. Start learning
about Medical Options Today.

Schools choose a 2-hour block
Students participate in four sessions and an
additional career fair
15-minute sessions
Hands-on learning opportunities  
Presentations from professionals about jobs and
training needed 

Career Fair

Contact: Jami Schwickerath

Jan. 8,
2027

Dental
Lab

Two sessions:
9-11 

11:40-1:40

Laparoscopy
Pharm Tech

Trauma
Vet Tech



#IAMCTE
GET READY FOR #IAMCTE MONTH THIS FEBRUARY! WE'RE LAUNCHING A SOCIAL MEDIA

CAMPAIGN TO CELEBRATE THE IMPACT OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION.
WATCH FOR COMPELLING STORIES AND RESOURCES THAT YOU CAN USE TO EDUCATE

AND INSPIRE STUDENTS AND PARENTS. LET'S WORK TOGETHER TO SHOWCASE THE
POWER OF CTE! #IAMCTE

STUDENT ORGS CLASSES EXPERIENCES

PATHWAYS JOBS

ARE YOU?

SOCIAL MEDIA
CAMPAIGN
SUPPORT



For students in current grades 6, 7, 8
400 seats available - Register today!

Half-day with one pathway or Full-day with two pathways 

Interactive career exploration
25 students per session

AM Session 8am - 11am
PM Session 12pm - 3pm
Lunch provided!

RPS/ZED CONSORTIUM PRESENTS:
8-10, 2027

REGISTRATION CLOSES
MAY 1

Middle School
Career Academy

JUNE 

PATHWAYS: Agriculture, Construction, Culinary,
& Hospitality, Health Science "SCRUBS Camp",
Information Technology, Manufacturing, Public
Safety and Emergency Services, Transportation

RCTC Heintz Center
1926 Collegeview 
Road East, Rochester, MN

Contact: 
Jami Schwickerath 
jschwickerath@ssc.coop





Virutal Meetings 
Will Be Held:
Tuesday,12/1/26   10-11 am
Monday, 2/1/27     10-11 am
Tuesday, 4/13/27  10-11 am





FREE & ACCESSIBLE
FREE FOR ALL USERS
NO GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITATIONS
INCLUSIVE LEARNING TOOLS
MOBILE APP ACCESSIBILITY
FORMAL & INFORMAL LEARNING APPLICATION

USER OWNERSHIP 
& CONTROL

CUSTOMIZABLE PROFILES & EVENTS
COMMUNITY-NEUTRAL BRANDING

EXTENSIVE FEATURES &
CUSTOMIZATIONS

ADVANCED SEARCH FILTERS
FLEXIBLE CALENDAR VIEWS
TAILORED RESOURCES
CREATIVE DIRECTORY PROFILE OPTIONS 
RICH MULTIMEDIA FEATURES

FEATURES
DIRECTORY
A comprehensive hub, facilitating
seamless connections offering search
filters, personalized profiles, and a rich
multimedia platform, fostering
meaningful career-connected learning.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Discover, engage, and promote
industry-specific events and real-world
learning opportunities.

RESOURCES
A curated collection of tools, guides, and
activities, empowering each user to
navigate and enhance their career-
connected learning experiences.

Where education meets
opportunity.

www.FutureForward.org

Internship BOARD
Job shadow, internship, and mentorship
opportunities for high school students. 

I didn’t know they had that
job here. I thought I had to

move to do that!

Tech for Good
Award Winner

CONTACT US
www.FutureForward.org

info@FutureForward.org

  - High School Sophomore

https://futureforward.org/
https://futureforward.org/
https://futureforward.org/
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
https://bit.ly/3E7dg2Y
https://bit.ly/3E7dg2Y
https://bit.ly/424DLzd
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https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
mailto:info@FutureForward.org
mailto:info@FutureForward.org
mailto:info@FutureForward.org
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


REAL EXPERIENCES.

REAL CONNECTIONS .Find Your
Next
Opportunity
Explore job shadows,
internships and
mentorships with local
employers through
FutureForward.

F u t u r eFo rwa r d . o r g / j o b s

ADDED
REGULARLY.

New Opportunities 

Connect

Explore

Grow

https://futureforward.org/jobs/
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


Tech for Good
Award Winner

CONTACT US
www.FutureForward.org

info@FutureForward.org

User Statistics as of April 14, 2026
16,750 Total Users

312,634 Activities Completed 
149,785 Pages Viewed

359 Minnesota Communities accessed FutureForward™
81 Minnesota Counties accessed FutureForward™

 528 Businesses completed Directory Pages
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JOINED THE RANKS OF TARGET AND THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

AS WINNERS OF THE  2023 TEKNE AWARDS, THE 25TH ANNUAL

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION WITHIN

MINNESOTA’S TECHNOLOGY ECOSYSTEM.

DID YOU KNOW...

EXPLORE
FUTUREFORWARD™

VIEW NEWS
COVERAGE

Thank you to the

16,750 engaged 

users in 2025-26!

https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
https://bit.ly/424DLzd
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


YOUTH, PARENTS,

& EDUCATORS

CAN EXPLORE &

ATTEND EVENTS

ORGANIZED BY

INDUSTRY

PROFESSIONALS? 

VISIT THE 
EVENTS

CALENDAR 

DID YOU KNOW...

www.FutureForward.org/events/

IOS & GOOGLE PLAY STORE



HIGHLIGHTS

EVENT DETAILS

CAREER, COLLEGE & JOB FAIR

Cannon Falls HS | Field House

Connecting Dreams with Opportunities

Career
Exploration

Training
Pathways

Job
Openings

March 2, 2027

LEARN MORE!

This is the single best event we attend! 
Students are engaged, and I find the way
it focuses them on careers, not just entry

level jobs, to be very valuable.

Dana - Dairy Farmers of America

https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


Industry Immersion Day

GROUP JOB
SHADOW
EXPERIENCE

Explore Careers
Beyond the Classroom

Available to Middle School & High School

                                  Industry Immersion Day offers middle and high school
students a meaningful opportunity to explore career pathways beyond the
classroom. With hands-on exposure to real-world professions and direct
engagement with industry professionals, this is more than just a tour...

it’s a launchpad for future dreams!

“One student was so engaged that,
while touring with HR, he even
asked about getting a job!”

– Kahler Staff

KIMT Student Interviews

Scan to Watch
Student Interviews

Questions:

“This was the best field trip I have ever been on.”
– Senior student

Available

FALL & SPRING

Jeannie Meidlinger | jmeidlinger@ssc.coop | (507) 206-9963

https://futureforward.org/
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


Ready To Pitch?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3Oo-YI9209xCAkeM79R_TpaTLvJW4_GauWrynUlwE44BR-g/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


Friday, February 5, 2027

https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN


2027 School 
Registration

2027 Industry 
Registration

https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN
https://bit.ly/FutureForward_MN










Solar Suitcases Available At The 
STEM Lending Library

The "We Care Solar" Suitcases in the STEM Lending
Library is a FREE STEM resource and curriculum for
5  through 12  Grade Teachers in our STEM Forward

Collaborative.

th th

Teachers attend a two-day training at WoodLake
Meeting Center in Rochester, Minnesota, then can

borrow a set of "We Care Solar" suitcase kits for their
classroom for 2 weeks.

In the 5 lessons curriculum, students learn about the
need for solar power in remote areas, build a

functioning model of the solar suitcases, and discover
how solar energy is affecting the world around them.

It's project-based learning with a real-world impact.
Empower your students to become the next

generation of change-makers!

For more information about SSC’s STEM Lending Library 
 Email Vic Dreier at vdreier@ssc.coop or Eric Christians at echristians@ssc.coop



IMMERSIVE INTERNSHIPS

15 Youth

 > 30 Hours

$

$2,750 / Experience

up to $1,750 student wage 

+ $1,000 employer support

 A STEM professional must serve as the intern’s mentor.
 Post internship(s) on job board by April 2026 (Spring Recruitment) or 

September 1, 2026 (Fall Recruitment)
 Provide paid work experience. 

 Provide a credential (industry or organizationally recognized).
 Interns complete an Intern Exit Survey provided by STEM Forward.

 Employers complete an Employer Exit Survey provided by STEM Forward.
 Retain documentation of payments and uses.

INTERNSHIPS

Employer Grant Opportunity

MICRO INTERNSHIPS

25 Youth

10-20 Hours

$

$450 / Experience

up to $250 student wage 

+ $200 employer support

Program or 
Project Based Learning

Paid Experience Earn a Credential

Both Opportunities Include

Employer Expectations

Contact: Vic Dreier | vdreier@ssc.coop 
www.ssc.coop/stemforward



Resources for Planning

                                                          Job BoardJob Board                             Job Board

INTERNSHIPSINTERNSHIPS

Contact: Vic Dreier  | vdreier@ssc.coop
www.ssc.coop/stemforward

Grab high school students’ attention by using these
four best practices for your internship listing:

Use an Intriguing Title & Lead Sentence:
Post one internship position per listing.
Use action verbs and highlight the cool aspects of
the internship. ( Ex: "Code Like a Pro: Summer
Web Development Internship" 

Highlight the "Why" & Hands-on Learning:
Explain why this internship is unique and how it
connects to their interests.
Mention specific skills they can develop.

 Fun & Perks (if applicable):
Mention any perks that might excite students.
Highlight a project with a fun outcome they will
experience.

Call to Action:
End with a clear call to action.

Exit Interview SurveysExit Interview SurveysExit Interview Surveys
Exit interview questions unlock the secrets to a
stellar internship experience! Knowing what
interns will be asked helps you:

Anticipate Feedback: 
Prepare discussions & activities that address
learning goals before interns even mention
them.

Continuously Improve: 
Use exit survey data to refine your program
and provide an even better experience for
future interns.

Get a Head Start: 
Review sample questions from the QR codes
(see below) to brainstorm activities that hit
those key learning targets. Schedule regular
check-ins with interns for open
communication and course correction.

By proactively integrating these exit interview
concepts, you'll be a master internship provider
in no time!

Contact Us For
Contact Us For

Start-Up Funding! 
Start-Up Funding! 

Inern 
Exit Form

Employer
Exit Form

Internship
Information





Nominations 
Now Open!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6Vdaqs1z95lyygqlEkBIhwRk6d0g1A5dGpCgXfWcq54on5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6Vdaqs1z95lyygqlEkBIhwRk6d0g1A5dGpCgXfWcq54on5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6Vdaqs1z95lyygqlEkBIhwRk6d0g1A5dGpCgXfWcq54on5g/viewform








STEM DAY

Join us for  engaging, hands-on STEM experiences for young people and their
families, nurturing their curiosity and helping them envision themselves in STEM
fields. Our hands-on activities are designed to create a ripple effect, encouraging
continued exploration of STEM subjects, activities, and future careers.

Hands-on Activities

Career Exploration

ResourcesOlmsted County Fairgrounds
1403 3rd Ave SE, Rochester, MN 55904

For more information:For more information:For more information:
Vic Dreier | vdreier@ssc.coopVic Dreier | vdreier@ssc.coopVic Dreier | vdreier@ssc.coop

july 28 2027

 AT THE

hosted by:

11 AM - 4 PM
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