
E-Bikes, Mopeds, Motorized Scooters 
 

M.G.L. Ch.90 § 1:  Contains definitions, classifications of machine, where they may operate. 

M.G.L. Ch. 90C: for violations $20/$30. 90 § 16 $55 CMVI for restricted way (USE MACCS for more)  

 

NOTE *** A gasoline engine does not change the above information. Mopeds may have a gasoline engine 50cc or under.  

 E-Bike  
Powers up to 20 MPH  

 
If power engages over 20 mph 

It is not an E-bike. Over 20mph 
must be result of pedaling.  

 

May not be modified to 
increase speed.  

 

Anything over this speed must 
be treated as a moped or 
motorized scooter 

 

     Permissibility of use  
Can be utilized in all bike 
lanes, 

(unless specified otherwise by 
town ordinance), All normal 
roads, no more than 2 abreast, 
may pass on right.  

 

    Impermissible Use 

Sidewalks, limited access 
highways, any natural surface 
trail designed for non-
motorized traffic 

   Key Requirements 
• No license or permit 

required 

• No registration  

• Equipment laws the 
same as pedal bikes 

• Helmets must be worn 
under 16 Y.O.  

• 90C violations $20  

• FAILURE TO ID OR 
FALSE INFO ARREST 
85 § 11E 

 Moped 

 

Powers up to 30 MPH   

 
If power engages over 30 mph 

It is not a moped.  

 

Pedals do not change the 
classification of this machine  

 

Anything over this speed 
should be classified as a 
Motorcycle  

     Permissibility of use  
Can be utilized in all bike 
lanes, 

(unless specified otherwise by 
town ordinance), All normal 
roads.  

 

    Impermissible Use 

Sidewalks, limited access 
highways, any natural surface 
trail designed for non-
motorized traffic, or 
recreational bike paths  

   Key Requirements 
• Valid License or permit 

required (Do not Arrest) 

• Registration and decal 
required (90 § 1D) 

• Helmets must be worn 
by all riders at all ages 

• 90C citations $30  

• 90 § 1B all equipment 
and traffic violations  

• FAILURE to stop/ 
provide license/ reg 
ARREST 90 § 25 

Motorized Scooter

 

No Maximum Speed  
 

Covers all two wheeled in 
tandem or three wheeled 
machines that DO NOT 
QUALIFY AS E-BIKE, 
MOPED, or Motorcycle 

 

     Permissibility of use  
All normal roads.  

 

    Impermissible Use 

Sidewalks, limited access 
highways, any natural surface 
trail designed for non-
motorized traffic, or 
recreational bike paths  

   Key Requirements 
• Valid License or permit 

required (Do not Arrest) 

CMVI and tow  

• No registration required 
Helmets must be worn  

• No Passengers allowed 

• Max Speed 20 MPH for 
operation  

• NO use sunrise/sunset  

• FAILURE to stop/ 
provide license/ reg 
ARREST 90 § 25 
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