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attainment in Washington.




— What is Financial Aid
— Types of Financial Aid |

- When You Should Apply for Financial Aid

— How to Apply for Financial Aid
o Scholarships
— Help and Resources




Financial aid is money to

help pay for college or
career school. Grants,
work-study, loans, and
scholarships help make
college affordable.
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”‘( Financial Aid Is An Umbrella

Grants { * Income-based, federal, state and institutional.

< * Merit and income-based, from public, private, and

nonprofit sources.

Loans { * Income-based, federal and private.

Work Study { * Income-based, federal, state and institutional.

Scholarships




A grant is gift aid that often based on
financial need and does not need to be
repaid (unless, for example, you withdraw

from school and owe a refund).

Woashington College Grant Pell Grant
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WA Granties {

Making free college or career training possible " ‘ " h\i ,
S AN,
Washington State has made a groundbreaking commitment to
financial aid for low- and middle-income people of all ages with the Washington

College Grant (WA Grant). This grant gives eligible people more money for more
types of education like certificate programs, job training, apprenticeships, or college.



With the WA Grant (Washington College Grant), more families are
eligible for financial aid than ever before.

Full Award Partial Award

‘ Income Income
$43,500 Up to
Student or less $72,500

Family of 1

O . » $83,500 Up to
Eligible Student or less $139,500

Family of 4

Award amounts vary
based on income, family
size, and the school or
program attended.
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WA (Grant

Making free college or career training possible
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”{ College Bound

Combines with other state financial aid to
cover the average cost of tuition (at public
rates), some fees, and a small book
allowance = commitment.

Can be used at about 60 two and four-year
public and private colleges and universities.

7"/College Bound
)/ WASHINGTON
collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

2026-27 College Bound

Refresher and Key
Updates

10/22/2026
1:00-2:30pm

Hosted on Zoom
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N scholarships

Scholarships are gifts that don’t have to be repaid and are
designed to help students pay for college. They can be o
one-time gift or renewable. One of the largest scholarships
in WA is the Washington State Opportunity Scholarship.

You can start your scholarship search by going to

thewashboard.org
ruy : | the WASHINGTON STATE



Work-Study provides part-
time jobs for students
with financial need, allowing
them to earn money to help
pay education expenses.
These jobs are typically on

Computer
campus. il

Fithess
Center




A student loan is money
you borrow for your
education, and pay back
over time. Unlike grants or
work-study you do have to
pay back your loans. You
do not have to accept all
the loans offered to you.

Unsubsidized Student Loans

* Interest begins accruing as
soon as the loan is disbursed,
including while you are
enrolled in school.

Subsidized Student Loans

* Interest is paid by while you're
enrolled at least half time in
college.
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""{ Sources of Financial Aid

A
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Typlcqlly can IZ?:::Z :::r Offered by a Offered by
be used at attend most specific school non-profits,
most schools in . to attend that business,
colleges in the
most states. state school. churches, etc.
_ o\ N J




Complete the Free Application for

Pell Grant Federal Student Aid
. J (FAFSA) to be considered for Federal
[ h Student Aid

Federal Work-Study

é
Unsubsidized /Subsidized Student Loans %FA

Parent Loans

-
-

®
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form




Washington College Grant

-

College Bound

\-

~

-

State Work-Study

J

\-

~

-

Passport to Careers

J

\-

Opportunity Grant

Complete the Washington Application for
State Financial Aid
(WASFA) or FAFSA to be considered for
Washington State Financial Aid

waseA TEAESA

for State Financial Aid

Anyone uncomfortable with submitting a
federal FAFSA form can use the WASFA to
apply only for state aid only.
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This tool calculates potential awards from the
Washington College Grant and Pell Grant
programs.

There may be more aid available to you from
other state and federal programs, private
scholarships, or directly from the college you
attend.

The only way to know for sure how much
financial aid you can receive is to complete a
FAFSA or WASFA financial aid application

Financial Aid Calculator

Enter family information

The following information is used to determine your WCG award.

Please note: if you are considered a dependent student, you should use
your and your parents information; if you are considered an
independent student. you should use your and your spouse's (if married)

information.
1. How many people are in your family. including yourself?
Family size
2. How many members of your family, including you, will be
attending college in the academic year for which you are applying
(Note: only include those family members you used in question 1

above)?

Number in college

3. How much combined annual income dees your family make, to the
nearest $5007

$ | Family income

To leam how your award is calculated, see: https://fwsac.wa.govfweg-awards. =

€ Back Estimated family contribution

portal.wsac.wa.gov/a/aid-calculator



FAFSA WASFA
©

* Free Application for Federal * Washington Application for
Student Aid State Financial Aid

* FAFSA.gov * wsac.wa.gov/WASFA
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"{ Important Information for the Class of 2027

Class of 2027 will
2027-28 FAFSA and complete the 2027-
WASFA will open 28 FAFSA or WASFA
October 1st 2026 using 2025 income

information

Apply Every Year



FSA ID — Th

e First Step to the FAFSA

Social Security
Number

Their own mobile
phone number

and /or email
address

Create an Account (FSA ID)

Qo
& ¥
Parents Students Borrowers

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, yowll need to create your own
account to complete federal student aid tasks.

What You Can Use Your Account For

* Filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form
* Signing your Master Promissory Note (MPN)

* Applying for repayment plans

* Completing loan counseling

s Using the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Help Tool

ltems Meeded to Create an Account

s Spcial Security number

* TYour own mobile phone number and/or email address

Get Started

ar

LogIn

Create an Account (FSA ID)

N
Step 1 of 7
Personal Information

T understand that I'll be required to certify that the information I provide to create an
account (FSA ID) is true and correct and that I'm the individual I claim to be.

If I'm not the person I claim to be, I understand that I'm not authorized to proceed and
that I should exit this form now. If I provide false or misleading information, I
understand that I might be subject to a fine, prison time, or both.

First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

Date of Birth

Month Day Year

Social Security Number

© Note: A user can only have one account associated

with his or her Social Security number.
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WASFA QUESTIONNAIRE

The Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA) is for people who don't file a federal FAFSA application. People who complete a WASFA are applying for state aid. There are various reasons to
complete a WASFA instead of a FAFSA:

= A person may not be eligible for federal aid due to:
- Citizenship or immigration status, including being undocumentad.
- Defaulted federal student loans.
- Repayments owed on federal grants.
= A person may choose not to apply for federal aid due to:
- Family members who do not want to file the FAFSA.

= QOther personal reasons.

After you complete the WASFA, the college(s) or program(s) you choose will determine whether you meet state residency requirements and state financial aid eligibility. State financial aid could include Washington
College Grant, the College Bound Scholarship, Passport to Careers, National Guard Grant, or State Work Study.

The following questions will confirm if the WASFA is the correct application for you.

~ https://wsac.wa.gov/WASFA



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwsac.wa.gov%2FWASFA&data=04%7C01%7CChristinaW%40wsac.wa.gov%7C3a1ad8794c364a63ee7d08d93d935756%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637608525305575262%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rvFQPh7nH8yPF%2BxYAPEgFwJ2rfDluYMdRYNzr74jnRM%3D&reserved=0

CREATE YOUR ACCOUNT

Flease complete the following registration form
% - Required Fisld @ - Help and Hints ) - Error Information

The WASFA is
available in
English and

Spanish

You will need
your own email
address

You will need

infernet access

Email Address %

9 Please ensure thot this o valid, permonent personal email address, not o school issued email, that
vou check regularly.

Confirm Email Address

Create Password #

9 Passwords should contain 818 characters, include at least one upper case and one lower case
letter, and one number or any of the following symbols | @ $ % * | ) 2. Do not include comman
words or nomeas, and combine uppercase letters, lowsercasze letters, numbers, and symbols.

Confirm Password &

Secret Question »
| Select One ~ |

9 If you forget your password you can use your secret answer to verify your identity.

secret Answer %

First Name %

9 If vou hawve o Social Secunty or DACA Card, yvour first/last name should match that document. If you
don’t have o Socicl Secunty or DACA Card, your first/last nome should match the name yvou




nancial Aid Timeline

Review your award
letters and accept your
aid.

Follow up with colleges
for any additional
request for information

Gather required
documents

Create an FSA ID or
WASFA account (only
created once)

FAFSA & WASFA open
in December

Students apply for
financial aid and
admissions




* This includes bank statements, a W-2 or pay stub, and a 2022 tax return if applicable.

Your parent most likely will need to provide information, if you are 24 or
younger.

* This includes bank statements, child support statements, W-2 or pay stubs, and a 2022
tax return if applicable.

FAFSA Filers Should Also Have Access to:

* Your FSA ID and your parent(s) will also need to create an FSA ID.
* Your Social Security Card or green card.
* Parent’s Social Security Number (if they have one).




Dependent Student

Requires Parent Information

A student who does not
meet any of the
criteria for an
independent student

*for financial aid
purposes

Independent Student

Does Not Require Parent Information

An independent student is one of the following:

* at least 24 years old

°* married

* a graduate or professional student

®* a veteran

* a member of the armed forces

* an orphan

* a ward of the court

* someone with legal dependents other than a spouse

* an emancipated minor

* someone who is homeless or at risk of becoming
homeless and self supporting



CSS Profile About CSS Profile Application Steps Fee Waivers Additional Resources v

APPLY WITH CSS PROFILE

CSS Profile

Each year CSS Profile unlocks access to
more than $10 billion in nonfederal aid
to thousands of students.

Sign In to Fall 2023/Spring 2024

https: / /cssprofile.collegeboard.org /

Additional profile that some
colleges use to award
institutional aid.

The CSS Profile is free for
domestic undergraduate
students whose famil
income is up to $100,000.
The fee for the initial
_application is $25.
Additional reports are $16.
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N\ Class of 2027 Financial Aid Nights

| CLASS OF 2027
= Financial Aid

Students, let us help you Sessions are offered in : :
take your next steps! English and Spanish B  onmei e Camseran

more about paying for education after
high school and take your first step
creating your FSA ID or WASFA account.
Hosted on Zoom in English and Spanish

’ WASHINGTON STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT COUNCIL
12th Year Campaign

FINANCIAL AID EVENTS

Join us this fall: A

» Wednesday, Sept. 30" @ Y NTORE CLASE DEL 2027
5:30pm _ _am—
* Tuesday, Nov. 17" @ =D < Ao ' S .= Nof:.i‘:a?::ile\!: =

2 3 s o ; . “'., ;y . - ? Unasealac@Tpaﬁa del'Qutdécimoaﬁo para
C TueSd Cly, DeC. ] st @ 5:30pm > ) “ “._' » ‘ ! | obtener mas informacion sobre la ayuda

financiera y dé el primer paso para crear su
FSAID o cuenta WASFA en este evento.
i
g, bl Esta presentacion esta disponible en inglés
y espaiiol

WASHINGTON STUDENT B I e I | R LEEL W i T
ACHIEVEMENT COUNCIL | T xvaz:*f'v“m'#?g&%se‘.{
e ol Aid Events = L 12th Year Campaign

12th Year Campaign |




-
&

..{ Resource: www.wsac.wa.gov/actionplan

One-stop site for juniors and
seniors

_ ,4--A!T .
Plan now for life after high school.

Career exploration resources
to application information




Resource: 12 Year Campaign Resources and Events

1214 Year CAampPAIGN

Junior/Senior

. . . Student Workbook
Free virtual financial Free resources that VeSS

aid completion events ~support you with How to Auely 2o ELERE
to help you take the financial aid, college After High School
next step! admissions and more.

https:/ /wsac.wa.gov/actionplan
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”‘{ Resource: Financial Aid Padlet For Students

Q) Christina Winstead + 1

Financial Aid Resources for Students

1d

:ome to our student padlet of financial aid Thes

How to Apply For the
Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA®)

Step #1 - Create an FSA ID

studentaid.gov

ur first stepl Whethe

student aid tasks.
may have alread

Step #2 - Apply for the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA®)

How to Apply For The
Washington Application
for State Financial Aid
(WASFA)

Step #1 - Determine
WASFA Eligibility With
Questionnaire

A Step-By-Step Guide To
Completing The 2022-2023
FAFSA

Step #2 - Apply for the
Washington Application for
State Financial Aid (WASFA)

College cl
question is asked, and hoy
an: each one accurately.

12th Year Campaign and
Partner Events

NEW USER

The 12th Year Campaign can help
important steps you
llege:

pplying

nancial aid

ces will help you with completing financial aid and admi s applications.

Stuck or Need Help :

Other Financial
Resources

Key Components to
Understanding Your Award
Letter

Washington State
Aid Calculator
AT

any undergraduate
ame ar all thei

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
AWARD LETTER
WORKSHEET:LIVING ON-
CAMPUS To get an estimate, yi
enter information abe
size and income. You
optionzlly enter the &
family tribution (E
mpleted F£
A to estimate au

Federal Student A&
Estimator

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
AWARD LETTER
WORKSHEET:LIVING OFF-
CAMPUS AND/OR WITH

PARENTS

studeritaid.gav

e

e ]
e

Fimarel sal Al
Advining Day

https: / /padlet.com /christinaw 12 /t6jfituZm8in10xc
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”{ Washington Financial Aid for Education and Training Videos
Informational videos about

education after high school
in the following languages:

o ZYEARDEGREE - 4-YEARDEGREE  TRAINING |

~' WASHINGT.N

*Mandarin

*Russian Cn. LEGE GRANT

*Somali
*Spanish

*Tagalog o ”

*Viethamese oyt e

R 1:36




Online:

*wsac.wa.gov
*www.thewashboard.org
*wastate529.wa.gov

On Twitter:
*@W SACouncil

On Facebook:

*www.facebook.com /W SACouncil
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