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Malibu High School College Counselor Linh Snyder Elected to National
Association for College Admission Counseling Board of Trustees

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (Sept. 30, 2026) — Malibu High School
(MHS) College Counselor Linh Snyder has been elected to serve
on the Board of Trustees for the National Association for College
Admission Counseling (NACAC), a national organization
representing approximately 28,000 college admission counseling
professionals.

Snyder was elected by NACAC members during the organization’s
2026 Annual Member Vote and will begin her term following the
conclusion of the NACAC Conference in October. She is one of
three newly elected trustees and the only public school counselor
among the incoming elected board members.

Linh Snyder

“I am deeply honored and grateful for the opportunity to serve on
the NACAC Board of Trustees and to represent Malibu High School and the voice of public school
counselors at the national level,” said Snyder. “I look forward to advocating for students, supporting and
elevating the important work of school counselors, and contributing to a profession that plays such an
important role in helping students access and navigate postsecondary opportunities. | am especially
excited to bring the perspective of a California public school counselor to this work and to give back to a
profession that has shaped my career.”

NACAC’s membership includes college counselors, admission officers, deans, directors of admission,
enrollment leaders and professionals from schools, colleges, universities and community-based
organizations across the country. Its Board of Trustees helps guide the association’s work supporting
students and families through the college admission process and advancing the college admission
counseling profession.

Her national appointment follows additional professional recognition for her work supporting students. In
2025, Snyder received the Western Association for College Admission Counseling Joseph P. Allen
Human Relations Award, which recognizes individuals who demonstrate an extraordinary commitment to
underserved students and fellow counseling professionals.
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That recognition came in part from Snyder’s efforts following the Palisades Fire, when she worked
closely with Malibu students and families whose college application processes were disrupted. She
coordinated with colleges and universities regarding deadline extensions and fee waivers, organized
financial aid support, helped ensure transcripts were submitted on time and connected families with
additional resources.

Snyder brings more than a decade of experience in college counseling and admission. Before joining
MHS, she worked in undergraduate admission at California Lutheran University and with a federally
funded TRIO program supporting first-generation students. She holds master’s degrees in public policy
and administration and school counseling and has remained actively involved with NACAC throughout
her career, serving as a faculty member for its Guiding the Way to Impact program, participating in the
NEXT program and serving on NACAC’s Ad Hoc Committee on Mental Health and Equity in the
Transition to Postsecondary Education.

At MHS, Snyder supports students as they explore a variety of postsecondary pathways, including four-
year universities, community colleges, trade programs, gap years and direct entry into the workforce. Her
approach emphasizes helping students identify opportunities that align with their individual goals,
interests and circumstances.

Her election gives Snyder the opportunity to bring the experiences and perspectives of public school
students and counselors to national conversations about college access, student support and the
transition to postsecondary education, while representing MHS and the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District on a national level.

Read the SMMUSD Spotlight about Snyder here: https://bit.ly/LinhSnyder-Spotlight.

HH#EH

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
1717 4th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401
ph; 310.450.8338
www.smmusd.orq
Follow us on Twitter: @SMMUSD
Follow us on Instagram: @smmusd_official



https://bit.ly/LinhSnyder-Spotlight
http://www.smmusd.org/

A i \ . b
A N . 4

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Diana Bouchaaya
310.450.8338, ext. 70240
dbouchaaya@smmusd.org

Consejera universitaria de la Preparatoria Malibua High, Linh Snyder, elegida
para la Mesa Directiva de la Asociacion de Asesoria para la Admisién
Universitaria

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (Sept. 30, 2026) — Linh Snyder, consejera
universitaria de la Escuela Preparatoria Malibu High (MHS), ha
sido elegida para formar parte de la Mesa Directiva de la
Asociacion Nacional de Consejeria para la Admisiéon Universitaria
(NACAC, por sus siglas en inglés), una organizacion nacional que
representa a aproximadamente 28,000 profesionales consejeros
de admision a la universidad.

Snyder fue elegida por los miembros de NACAC durante el Voto
Anual de Miembros de 2026 de la organizaciéon y comenzara su
mandato tras la conclusién de la Conferencia NACAC en octubre.
Es una de tres miembros del consejo recién elegidos y la unica
consejera de escuela publica entre los nuevos electos de la mesa Linh Snyder
directiva.

“Me siento profundamente honrada y agradecida por la oportunidad de formar parte de la Mesa Directiva
de NACAC y de representar a la Escuela Preparatoria Malibu High y la voz de los consejeros escolares
publicos a nivel nacional,” dijo Snyder. “Espero con ilusion poder abogar por los estudiantes, apoyar y
promover el importante trabajo de los consejeros escolares, y contribuir a una profesion que desempena
un papel tan importante ayudando a los estudiantes a acceder y explorar las oportunidades posteriores
a la preparatoria. Estoy especialmente entusiasmada de aportar la perspectiva de una consejera de
escuela publica de California a este trabajo y retribuir a una profesién que ha definido mi carrera.”

Entre los miembros de NACAC se encuentran consejeros universitarios, funcionarios de admisiones,
decanos, directores de admisiones, administradores de matricula y profesionales de escuelas, colegios,
universidades y de organizaciones comunitarias de todo el pais. La Mesa Directiva ayuda a guiar el
trabajo de la asociacion apoyando a estudiantes y familias durante el proceso de admisién a la
universidad y promoviendo la profesién de consejeria.
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Su nombramiento a nivel nacional se suma a otros reconocimientos profesionales que ha recibido por su
labor de apoyo estudiantil. En 2025, Snyder recibi6 el Premio de Relaciones Humanas Joseph P. Allen
de la Asociacion Occidental de Consejeria en Admision Universitaria, que reconoce a personas que
demuestran un compromiso extraordinario con estudiantes desfavorecidos y otros profesionales de
consejeria.

Ese reconocimiento se debid en parte a los esfuerzos de Snyder tras el incendio de Palisades, cuando
trabajé estrechamente con los estudiantes y las familias de Malibu cuyos procesos de solicitud a la
universidad se vieron interrumpidos. Coordind con universidades y colegios para la prérroga de plazos y
exenciones de pagos, organizé apoyo de ayuda financiera, ayudoé a garantizar que los expedientes
académicos se enviaran a tiempo y vincul6 a las familias con recursos adicionales.

Snyder aporta mas de una década de experiencia en consejeria y admision universitaria. Antes de
incorporarse a la MHS, trabajé en admisiones a estudios subgraduados en la Universidad California
Lutheran y en un programa TRIO financiado federalmente que apoya a estudiantes de primera
generacion. Posee maestrias en Politicas Publicas y Administracion, y Consejeria Escolar, y ha
permanecido activamente involucrada con NACAC a lo largo de su carrera, formando parte del
profesorado del programa Guiding the Way to Impact, participando en el programa NEXT vy sirviendo en
el Comité Ad Hoc de NACAC sobre Salud Mental y Equidad en la Transicion a la Educacion
Postsecundaria.

En la MHS, Snyder apoya a los estudiantes mientras exploran diversos pathways tras la preparatoria,
incluyendo universidades de cuatro afios, colegios comunitarios, programas de oficios, afios sabaticos y
acceso directo a la fuerza laboral. Su enfoque enfatiza ayudar a los estudiantes a identificar
oportunidades que coinciden con sus objetivos, intereses y circunstancias individuales.

Su eleccion le da a Snyder la oportunidad de llevar las experiencias y perspectivas de estudiantes y
consejeros de escuelas publicas a conversaciones nacionales sobre el acceso a la universidad, el apoyo
estudiantil y la transicion a la educacién postsecundaria, mientras representa a la MHS y al Distrito
Escolar Unificado de Santa Monica-Malibu a nivel nacional.

Aqui puede leer el comunicado de prensa Spotlight del SMMUSD sobre Snyder:
https://bit.ly/LinhSnyder-Spotlight.
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