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Zoning Overview

Elsie Thurman

Land Use Planning & Zoning Services

• Zoning refers to municipal or local laws that regulate how real property can be used in specific geographic 

areas, such as residential, commercial, or industrial zones.

• The City of Dallas establishes zoning regulations that determine where certain types of development can 

occur. These regulations ensure that new projects are compatible with surrounding land uses.

• Obadiah Knight Elementary School is currently zoned a Planned Development District (PDD) 637. To build 

our new school campus, we will apply for an amendment to PDD 637. The proposed amendment will allow 

for construction of the new campus while maintaining the intent and spirit of the existing regulations.

• The zoning process includes two public hearings for approval: first before the City Plan Commission (CPC) 

and then before the City Council.

• The City of Dallas will send blue paper notices before each public hearing. The notice will include an option 

to support your local school district. We hope you will check the box indicating your support, sign and date 

the form, and include the time of day. The form is prepaid, so you can simply complete it and drop it in the 

mailbox.
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SITE ANLYSIS



O
B

A
D

I
A

H
 

K
N

I
G

H
T

 
E

S
 

|
 

D
A

L
L

A
S

 
I

S
D

 
|
 

P
L

A
N

N
I

N
G

 
&

 
Z

O
N

I
N

G
 

 

SITE PLAN
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 protected courtyard

(unique character) 

front porch as entry

(human scale)

tree grove (outdoor learning)

community facing facades (blend in) 

media center (destination) 

BIRDS EYE VIEW
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Image by pngtree.com

DESIGN CONCEPT

We began by exploring the ideas of active 

transportation, movement, and momentum, and 

what those concepts could mean for students 

attending this elementary school. Learning is an 

active process—it relies on repetition and builds 

momentum over time. By mimicking blurred motion 

and movement throughout the school, the design 

reflects the continuous growth and active learning of 

its students.

Themes of streaked light, linear rhythms, 

repeated patterns, and softened motion are 

integrated into the architecture and interiors to 

visually express learning in progress. These elements 

reinforce the idea that education is dynamic—

constantly moving, building, and evolving as students 

advance through their personal journey.
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FLOOR PLAN DIAGRAMS

LEVEL 01
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FLOOR PLAN DIAGRAMS

LEVEL 02
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DARK BRICK
[ADMIN BLOCK]

WOOD LOOK CANOPY
[HUMAN SCALE ENTRY]

METAL PANEL
[MEDIA CENTER]

LIGHT BRICK
[OUTSIDE FACADES]

MATERIALITY
EXTERIORS

PATTERNED  FAÇADE
[COURTYARD]
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EXTERIOR RENDERING
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EXTERIOR RENDERING
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EXTERIOR RENDERING
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EXTERIOR RENDERING


