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Student Exemplar: Grade 3 Narrative Exemplar, Annotated

GRADE 3 NARRATIVE EXEMPLAR

.

The writer wrote a 
beginning in which he or 
she helped readers know 
the main character(s)/
narrator.

The writer told what 
happened bit by bit, helping 
readers to picture it.

The writer showed what 
happened to his or her 
characters, and also what 
they did, thought, said, and 
felt in response. 

The writer made people in 
the story speak the way they 
do in life.

The writer told the story 
in order. The writer used 
linking words and phrases 
to show that time had 
passed.

The writer showed the 
setting of the story.

The writer showed the 
main character(s) doing 
or saying something that 
set up the situation or 
problem that became 
the story.

The writer told the 
story in order. The writer 
used linking words and 
phrases to show that 
time had passed.

The writer used 
paragraphs to separate 
what happened first 
from what happened 
later (and finally) in the 
story.

The writer wrote a 
sentence or two to end 
the story. The writer 
chose the action, talk, or 
feeling that made a good 
ending.


