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If I Could Talk to My Kindergarten Self
by Anna Dunne, 12 ; featuring David Smith, 12 , & Mae Li Blankenship, 12th th th

COVER STORY



Mr. Reeder has been the headmaster
at WCA since 2010. He is in charge of
many things here at The Academy
including choosing the theme for
each year. Mr. Reeder is the author of
two published books, his latest one is
called Down Comes the Tower. 
He is also a Vietnam War veteran. Mr. Reeder is a great
headmaster, and he knows all the things going on around
Whitesburg.
Why did you choose the theme “Rise up, Shine Bright”?
The theme for this year was inspired by three things. First, the
scripture from Isaiah 60:1, “Arise, shine; for your light has come”.
Second, as I was thinking about a theme for this year, I kept
thinking of the song our grammar students sing, “This little light of
mine, I’m gonna let it shine”. I did a scripture search of verses that
speak to believers being a light in the world. 

Q & A with
Mr. Reeder  
by Anna Kolthoff, 7  th

INTERVIEW 
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Our friend and fellow student, Chandler
Templet, is currently undergoing radiation
and chemotherapy for Ewing Sarcoma.
There are many ways we could pray for
her during this hard situation that would
be greatly appreciated. First, pray for the
tumor to shrink and for her medical staff
to have wisdom along this journey. Also,
pray for complete healing and restoration
of her body and that the chemo and
radiation will complete all it is intended
to. And pray for God to let His peace rest
on them and bring comfort to them
during this difficult time in her life. Pray
that they know they are loved and
thought about on the daily by many
families at Whitesburg. In Matthew 19:26
Jesus said to them, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are
possible.” This was the verse Chandler
picked at the beginning of this year to
dwell on during the school year. It would
be a huge help for everyone to pray that
that verse sticks with her and that she
knows God will walk with her every step of
the way!

Third, when I read the verse in Isaiah, I
thought about the sculpture that
stands in the American Cemetery in
Normandy, France. It commemorates
the sacrifice of American lives for the
liberation of France during the D-day
invasion. The name of the sculpture is
“American Youth, Rising from the
Waters.” The people of France deeded
the land for the cemetery to the

United States, and commissioned the statue. My hope is that our
students will be inspired to rise to the occasion that we are
presented with today, just as American youth rose to the occasion
of World War II.
What are you most looking forward to this year?
I love people, and beyond my own family, I love the faculty, staff,
and students at The Academy the most. I look forward to going to
work every single day, and being with the best students, the best
faculty, and the best staff of any school in America. Beyond that, I
am excited about all that is happening on our campus. In the
midst of construction of a new playground, a new athletic stadium,
and the design phase of a new music building, we are having
school every day; teaching and learning is happening.
How is your recovery from your surgery going?
My recovery is going well, but slowly. It’s great to be back. I missed
watching seventh graders learning how to open a locker, the
excitement of the first day, hearing the laughter in the hallways,
and seeing smiling faces. I am writing this on Thursday morning of
our first football game, and it makes me very sad to think of
missing it. I have never missed a home football game.
Did you like the video that the school sent you?
The video was amazing, I watched it multiple times.
How do you feel about your grandson graduating this year?
I have eleven grandsons, and one special granddaughter. Three
have graduated high school and are now in college. It is very
special to hand your own grandson a diploma. I am very blessed.

PRAYER

Prayers for Chandler
Templet  
by Anna Clayton, 10 , & Peyton Wilkerson, 10th th
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The Whitesburg Christian Academy Warriors played their
first game of the season against the St. John Paul II
Falcons. We had the special opportunity to play our first
game at Wicks Family Field, and this game did not
disappoint. The Whitesburg Warriors started the game
strong with the first three drives producing touchdowns.
The Warriors quickly stomped out any fire that JP2 had
left. Throughout the first quarter, the JP2 Falcons had no
answer to the Warrior’s defense. Not long after the start of
the second quarter, the Warriors piled on their fourth
touchdown. The Warriors were about to score again
when weather delayed the game. Not long after the rain
delay, the Warriors scored their fifth touchdown, bringing
the score 35-0. Throughout the rest of the game the
Warriors shut down the JP2 Falcons.
 The Nuwayhid brothers had two stand out
performances. With Henry Nuwayhid racking up three
passing touchdowns from quarterback Greer Lovell, and
Reid Nuwayhid catching two interceptions. Also Price
Crunkleton was perfect for the night, going five for five on
extra points for the night.
     Our Whitesburg Christian Academy cheerleaders and
band showed out all game. They waited out the rain
delays, and continued to perform well. They showed
great enthusiasm and support throughout the game.

SPORTS REPORT: FOOTBALL
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UPCOMING EVENT

Spirit week is an exciting time for our school! From
Monday to Friday, the students get to wear unusual
outfits. Each day has a separate theme for the
students to plan together. The days are Decades
Day, Tacky Tourist, Character Day, Duos/Trios, and
Spirit Day. Students will plan weeks before the actual
day during breaks and outside of school to ensure
their outfits are ready.
     Kicking off spirit week is Decades Day. For
Decades Day, each grade is given a specific
decade to dress like. Each grade looks like a portal
into the past where you get to recognize how, as a
culture, we have moved on and advanced. 12th:
2000s, 11th: 90s, 10th: 80s, 9th: 70s, 8th: 60s, 7th: 50s.
     Tuesday showcases Tacky Tourist Day. Students
dress like tourists who wear mismatched and
impractical clothing. Common items are Leis and
Hawaiian shirts. This silly day is exciting and fun for a
lot of people!
     Wednesday, you get to pick any character you
want for Character Day! You can wear a costume
and bring props to make your costume pop! You
have a wide range of places to choose from, like
movies, books, shows, and video games.
     Teamwork makes the dreamwork on Thursday
with Duos/Trios making their first appearance at
Whitesburg! Students are given the opportunity to
collaborate on their outfits. They get to match
colors, make iconic
teams come to life,
and watch others
do the same.
    Last but not
least, we get to end
the week with Spirit
Day. This is the day
every other day is
preparing us for.
Wear your school
colors and cheer
on our football
team as they play
an exciting game
against Lindsay
Lane!
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SPORTS REPORT

Our Whitesburg athletic teams work very hard and deserve
some spotlight. This year, they have an exciting season
ahead of them. 
     Let's start with our Varsity Cheerleading team. This year,
they are looking forward to building Christ-like relationships
with each other on and off the mat. Laura Gilchrist says,  “We
have a new routine this year for competition and we are so
excited to show others what we are working on!” Hallie
Olinger says, “We have a new team and new competition
routine this year!  We can't wait to let the school and
everyone else see the best new team perform!” They are so
right. A new year has so many possibilities so it’s not all
about winning, it's about bonding and making friends in
sports and out. Lastly, Latham Wells says, “ We are doing a
lot more team bonding this year, because the closer we are
the better we perform.” You yourself can see this new routine
in action at the VBC on Oct 17, 2026
     Now let’s not forget our Cross Country warriors of the
school. Our Cross Country is amazing and they are already
off to a great start! Captain Izzy Allan says, “This season I’m
looking forward to watching the team grow and hopefully
win another state championship!” Ameilia Allan says, ”I am
looking forward to running at the meets and growing closer
to the team!” These warriors are hardworking and strong.
You can see these Warriors on September 26 at Whitesburg
Twilight at PR’ville. 
     Our swim and dive team may not be in the spotlight, but
with WCA everything is worth talking about. Our swim team
has all absolutely amazing swimmers. They work together in
Christian love to swim their hardest. Also, our dive team has
extraordinary divers and an amazing coach so if you're
interested, please join our swim and dive team.   
     Last but certainly not least, our awesome volleyball team.
Our volleyball team is so ready for their season. They got up
early in the morning just to go to practice. Sunday Ezell, the
captain of the 8th grade team, said “I think our team is great
at encouraging each other. If we are down by a lot, Caroline
McCarthy especially, we encourage each other. We build
each other up.” They have ongoing spirit and never ending
positivity, and the 8  and 7  grade teams never give up.
Both teams are incredible at making everyone feel
accepted into the teams as sisters in volleyball and in
school. Maggie Cummings said, “We are great at never
being negative toward others, we always cheer each other
on even when the game/practice is very difficult.” We should
all be like them, encouraging each other when it’s hard.
Vanessa Vanderford said, “I’m looking forward to having fun
with my friends while playing volleyball because it is two of
my favorite things at one time.” The volleyball team always
has spirit to share, and Whitesburg coaches and
teammates help each other with everything they can. So if
you ever just want to be uplifted, go to one of their games.

th th

     Our Whitesburg Athletes are amazing, so go out and
support our Warriors. Go Warriors!



Grandparents Day is a grammar school event
that grandparents from grades TK through 6th  
look forward to every year. 2026 was the
seventeenth Grandparents day, and the
students of each grade learned and performed
a song directed towards God and the love that
our school has for our grandparents. They also
create a gift that they give to their
grandparents. For example, the fifth grade gift
was a “What I love about you heart” which is a
heart with a bunch of things they love about
them. This means a lot to the grandparents. My
grandma said, “I love being surrounded by so
many loving grandparents. It's such a calm,
cozy feeling, and being a grandma is one of the
biggest joys of my life. Watching my grandsons
every year grow taller, get smarter, and more
adorable. I am so proud of my grandsons
simply by who they are and who they are
becoming. The music choices throughout all
the grades singing makes me feel happy. I feel
very welcomed and seeing the wonderful
classrooms and meeting their teachers has
been a pleasure. Grandparents day is the best
day of the year.” Thankfully for Upper School
students, we didn't get left out. We had an e-
learning day right before Labor Day, so it made
for a four-day weekend.

This year has marked a change in our grade, going from a mentee to a
mentor. Going through this change over just one summer is a surreal
experience, but all very exciting and fun. It was so amazing being
mentored and having the opportunity to learn, laugh, and love Jesus
with the best mentors. Now, we are the mentors and have the chance
to lead our very own mentees. We are excited to take what has been
learned from the past few years and apply it to the groups that we are
all now in! Having this personalized group to talk with, relate to, and
pray with is such a blessing and a great opportunity to meet new
people. Enjoying small group time with mentees to talk about Jesus
and His blessings on us is not something to take for granted. 
     Through these groups, we are taught how to share our testimonies
to others, learn about others’ walk with Jesus, and pray over friends
that we might not usually pray over. To have this opportunity to not be
shy in our faith and given the chance to mentor younger students who
should be encouraged by us to grow in faith is such a gift. Being
mentees, we looked forward to laughing with and loving on those who
we knew we could trust and look up to, and now being the mentors we
want to have the same effect on our mentees. Always taking a chance
to include Jesus in any leadership position is an important skill set to
have. Especially mentor groups where the opening to talk about Jesus
is a given. 
     “My mentor group is an amazing, fun, and supportive group where
older girls guide younger girls through Bible study, meaningful
conversations, and friendships that help us grow together.” -Riley
Durham, 7 . Being a mentee meant learning from people older than
you and taking in their advice about school, life, and most importantly:
their walk in Jesus. Growing up with mentor leaders encourages
mentees to do the same when they reach 10th grade and have their
very own mentees. 

th

     Becoming a mentor this year is a huge change for my grade, from
being the ones who needed the help and advice to becoming who
gives the advice and who leads the group. Having the opportunity to
be a lead mentor is so incredible, because of the chance to actually
lead the group in prayer and keep everyone on track. The mentor
groups that we have now could be groups that we can always reach
out to, talk to, and ask for advice from. A group chosen specifically for
us is not something to ignore and should be taken seriously, because
we never know how one thing could change someone’s faith with your
own testimony. 
     “I learned so much from my mentors; they helped me navigate
through high school and told me things that benefited me greatly.
Being a mentor has shifted my perspective and I want to do the same
to my mentees that my mentors did to me” -Elle Abercrombie, 10 .
Overall, this experience for my grade going from mentee to mentor has
been so fun to experience, and we cannot wait to be leaders for Christ! 

th

From Mentee to Mentor
by Anna Newlin, 10th
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SCHOOL EVENT

Grandparents’ Day
by Logan Cutter, 8  th

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
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