
THE VOICE 
St. John the Baptist Catholic School 

Dear SJB Families, 
 

May the Perfect Love of Christ reign in our Hearts! 
"Mercy is an indispensable dimension of love; it is as it were love's second name”. 
These words of Pope Saint John Paul II – a man of great mercy himself – shaped up the 
thrust of our devotional life this past Thursday, on which we celebrated our First All 
School Mass of the year. The 24th of September is the day on which we always  
commemorate the first beginnings of the Mercy Sisters, when Mother McAuley  
established the first house (there on Baggot street in Ireland) to bring the Mercy of 
God to those in need. “Mercy Day” we call it with great affection. And we do well to 
remember and give great thanks for that first little house of Mother McAuley, for with-
out that there would eventually have been no sisters sent over across the pond to the 
once rural area of Orange County we call Costa Mesa to establish the little school we 
call Saint John’s. We owe a great debt of gratitude to the initial and long lasting efforts 
of the Mercy Sisters here on our beloved campus. May we continue to bring to our 
students, and into our families the Mercy of God, for it is nothing other than our Love. 
       -Fr. Louis Hager, O.Praem 
 

Mercy Day This past Thursday we celebrated Mercy Day with a beautiful Mass. Our 
Mercy Day celebration allows us to take the time to remember and thank the Mercy 
Sisters who took a huge leap of faith and traveled across the world from Ireland to 
Costa Mesa to begin our beautiful school.  Mercy Day honors the opening of the first 
House of Mercy by Mother Catherine McCauley on Baggot Street in Dublin, Ireland to 
support poor, sick and uneducated women and children.   
 

Charleston Wrap Thank You!! Our Charleston Wrap fundraising event came to a close 
this past week. Thank you to everyone who helped to make this campaign so success-
ful. Our top individual winners were Scarlett S 7B, Grace G 7B, Francesca T 8B,  
Braiden W K2, Dean B 1B, Elisa G TK2B, Isabelle B 7A, Eva D 2B. Our top classes were 
7B Mrs. Kelly, TK2B Mrs. Parker and 3B Mrs. Challita. The top classes all received pizza 
parties. All of the students received a popsicle on 
Mercy Day because we did so well!!We exceeded 
our goal of raising $30,000. A very special thank 
you to our committee chairs Mrs. Natalie Smith 
and Mrs. Maryam Arsanious. Thank you for all of 
your hard work managing our fundraiser! We  
appreciate you! 
 

Parking Lot Follow Up  Thank you for parking on the field on Friday. We appreciate 
your cooperation. It alleviated a great deal of congestion. I do have one other parking 
lot item that I need to address. Mr. Jackson has asked me to bring this to your atten-
tion. PLEASE DO NOT drop your children off in the middle of the parking lot aisles. This 
is very dangerous. Our children should never be expected to get out of a car and  
navigate themselves between the cars through the aisles of the parking lot. I did speak 
with the students on Friday morning regarding this as well. They all know where they 
are allowed to exit their cars. If you ask, they should tell you to either use the drop-off 
car line between 7:30 and 7:50AM or park in a parking space and walk to the gate.    
 

        (Continued next page) 

CALENDAR 
 

Monday 9/28 

Spirit Monday 

 

Tuesday 9/29 

Dine Out Fundraiser —

Sgt. Pepperoni’s on  

Bristol — All DAY! 

(See flyer below) 

 

Wednesday 9/30 

Hawaiian Shirt and Jeans 

$2 Fundraiser  
 

$5 Smoothies at the Gate 

 

Thursday 10/1 

Pennies From Heaven 

Collections begin 

 

Friday 10/2 

Late Start 8:45 
 
 

 

Save the Dates 

Oct. 6—9 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences  

 

October 24 

Chili Cookoff / Trunk or 

Treat 
 

November 14th
 

Gala + Auction 

09/26/26 



 

 SJB School Mission Statement 

In the noble tradition of Catholic education, with 

Christ as teacher and guide, in pursuit of knowledge 

and Truth, St. John the Baptist Catholic School  

prepares the way for students to embrace the  

fullness of God’s love in this world and in Heaven. 

Parent Teacher Conference Sign Up   It is amazing to realize that we are only a week away from our fall Parent  
Teacher Conferences.  Conferences will take place from October 6 to October 10. On Tuesday September 29 the link 
to schedule your conferences will be sent out via email to each family. Please be sure to schedule conferences for 
each of your children. If you have difficulty, contact the school office for assistance. 
   
Boo Gram Sales 2026    At SJB, it is a cherished tradition for the graduating class to give a gift to the school  
community in gratitude for the many blessings they received during their time here. This year the Class of 2027 has  
ambitious visions for our Class Gift. To make these plans a reality, we are launching our Boo Gram sales this week. 
For only $6.00 you can purchase a theater sized box of M&Ms or Nerds for your favorite ghost or goblin. Orders are 
due October 9th, so don’t delay and miss your chance to tell someone to Have a Bootiful Halloween, You Are Too 
Cute to Spook or to Have a Spooktacular Halloween.  The dollars from these sales and our scheduled sweatshirt and 
jeans days will go toward re-landscaping our grotto and replacing the icons of Catherine McAuley and St. Norbert. 
Our goal is to provide beautiful flowers worthy of honoring our Blessed Mother and to install beautiful, durable icons 
that will stand as a lasting legacy of both the Mercy and Norbertine presence for future generations of students. 
Thank you in advance for your participation! 

          + In Christ,    
                 Mrs. Viles   

 

 

Pray, hope, and don't worry. Worry is useless. God is merciful  
and will hear your prayer.  St. Padre Pio 



  
“Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is useless. God is merciful and will hear your prayer.” 

- St. Padre Pio 
  

Thursday Morning Rosary  
Please join Fr. Louis, and other members of our SJB school community, on Thursday  

mornings as he leads a decade of the Rosary for our students, staff and all our personal  
intentions. Parents, grandparents, older or younger siblings - all are welcome! We meet  

immediately after the morning announcements.  
  

This week let us lift our prayers for the intentions of: 
Ms. Gabriela Mourani and Mrs. Heather vanNierkerk 

   
We pray for God’s blessings on the families of: 

Isabelle Byrne; Chloe and John Caberto; Allison, Kaitlin and Zac Cadena;  
Meghan and Melody Caldwell; Andrea and Cassidy Calkin; and Graham and Madeline Callanan.  

   
Special Intentions: 

• We pray for all those in our SJB and family communities who are battling illness,  
including Ashley Dennis, Yolanda Diaz and Patty De La Cruz 

• We pray for all family members of the SJB community who have passed away including: 
Ann Janette O’Flynn, Carol Reilly, Rich and Russ Quinn, Mariana Mikhail, Jimmy Collins, 
Delina Skarles and Gloria Tomei 

• We pray for all those affected by the hurricanes in Hawaii. May they find God’s peace 
and comfort during this trying time.  

• We pray for the homeless, the hungry and the lonely 

• We pray for all unborn babies and their parents, especially for many mothers of the SJB 
community who are expecting babies 

• We pray for our country’s leaders that they may continue to lead us through the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit. 

• We pray for unity and peace in our Country; and we pray for those throughout the world 
that are affected by war. May they soon know peace. 

  
Daily Prayer 

Dear Loving and Compassionate God,  Giver of all gifts, we pray especially today for the mercy and love 
You give us. Open our hearts and minds to You. Give us the grace to accept your mercy. As we live each 

day, we pray for those less fortunate, especially those who are hurting, and whose wounds need to be healed. 
Help us become involved in ways that show them how deeply we care. Give us the personal courage to  

listen to their concerns and help them find the solutions to which they are entitled as Your children and  
our brothers and sisters. Amen.  

 Special Intentions? 
Do you know someone in need of prayers? Do you need extra prayers? If you have a  

special intention, and you’d like our SJB community to join you in prayer, please email  
Meg Cappelletti at capfam613@gmail.com  

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5305
https://www.catholic.org/shopping/?category=28
mailto:capfam613@gmail.com










https://sjbannualgala.maxgiving.bid/about-us


https://sjbannualgala.maxgiving.bid/about-us


https://sjbannualgala.maxgiving.bid/about-us


https://sjbannualgala.maxgiving.bid/about-us


https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/california/costamesa/st.-john-the-baptist-school


https://www.materdei.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=70022&type=d&pREC_ID=1799611


https://www.materdei.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=70022&type=d&pREC_ID=1008501





