
THE STAFF
Bowman believes that the best staff members are 
committed, life-long learners. As such, we support 
and incentivize our staff to engage in Montessori 
training and a wide range of professional 
development opportunities. In addition to regular 
in-school professional development, staff members 
attend international, regional, and local workshops 
and conferences on Montessori and other fields 
related to their work.
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OUR MISSION
We inspire children to love learning in an 
academically challenging  and international aware 
program that promotes respect, responsibility, and 
independence.

The Bowman program is an impressive example 
of the principles of Montessori education at work 
for your child. Self-directed and individualized 
learning forms the core of the educational 
experience. Based on years of educational 
research, we believe that children can and must 
learn to accept responsibility, develop 
independence, and make decisions that help 
manage their own learning. Through their years at 
Bowman, our students acquire strong academic 
skills, yet also:

● Maintain their love for learning, creativity, 
and discovery

● Develop a sense of responsibility and 
confidence about themselves and the 
world

● Build a strong foundation for lifelong 
decision-making, problem-solving, and 
critical thinking

● Become well-rounded and socially adept 
individuals

MONTESSORI PHILOSOPHY
Bowman follows the Montessori philosophy and 
later offers the the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years and Diploma programs to students in 
Grade 6–12. At Bowman, students are placed into 
mixed-age cohorts, in line with Montessori 
Philosophy. In Secondary, students are three 
cohorts of Grades 6–8, Grades 9–10, and Grades 
11–12 and they take courses on a two-year cycle.

THE SCHOOL
Bowman School, founded in 1995, is an 
independent school located in Palo Alto, CA that 
serves students from 12 weeks – 12th Grade

Bowman by the Numbers

400
Students from 

12 wks–12th Grade

95
Faculty and Staff 

Employed Full Time

39
Bay Area zip codes

represented by 
student body

3.66
Median Grade 
Point Average 

(out of 4.0)

4:1
Student-Teacher 

Ratio in Grade 
6-12

29–34
ACT 

Score Range



OVERVIEW
Bowman's Secondary Level supports students in grades 6 
— 12 in an important period of growth as they become 
increasingly independent thinkers, learners, and members 
of their community. Students are encouraged to question, 
explore, collaborate, and take greater ownership of their 
learning while developing a deeper understanding of 
themselves and the world around them.

Our Secondary program combines an authentic 
Montessori approach with the academic rigor and global 
perspective of the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
framework. Through the Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
and Diploma Programme (DP), students develop the 
knowledge, critical thinking, communication, and research 
skills needed for their next steps in education and beyond.

YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULE
Our year-round schedule is split into two Semesters with two 
Intersessions between to provide an opportunity for students 
to review concepts from past units, dive into more in-depth 
projects, and work on their readings for upcoming term.

INTERSESSIONS
Intersession is a dedicated period for students to deepen 
their learning through immersive, hands-on experiences. 
During our Winter and Summer Intersessions, students 
continue working on year-long projects, including 
Community Project, Personal Project, Passion Project, 
Bridge Project, and activity-based projects. Students also 
participate in staff-led Mini Courses, complete academic 
work in areas such as reading, writing, mathematics, and 
world language, and take part in field experiences and 
studies. Depending on their interests and plans, students 
may also pursue personal travel, internships, or pre-college 
courses. Intercession gives students the time and flexibility 
to explore their interests, take initiative, and make 
meaningful connections across their learning.

INTEGRATED CURRICULUM
The Montessori method features the spiral method of 
learning to stimulate critical thinking, foster curiosity, and 
broaden the mind. At Bowman, children learn in an 
experiential manner. Students explore using the senses to 
touch, feel, and see the work and then draw conclusions 
alongside a teacher. This promotes a deep and 
interdisciplinary focus on subject areas.

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
Our study of the world is multidisciplinary. Histories, 
cultures, languages, geography, and cooking projects are 
focused on the continents of study for the year. As 
students age, they dive deeper into their global studies 
and focus on developmentally appropriate ideas to build 
in a rich understanding and appreciation for other 
countries and cultures, and fosters true global citizenship.

SERVICE & RESPONSIBLE CITIZENSHIP
Service at Bowman is an important expression of global 
citizenship and responsible citizenship. Students are 
encouraged to recognize their role within their communities 
and consider how their knowledge, skills, and interests can 
contribute to the lives of others. Through service 
experiences, students move from learning about the world to 
participating in it, developing empathy, responsibility, and a 
sense of connection to the broader community.
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TRAVEL & FIELD STUDIES
Travel and field studies extend learning into new 
environments, cultures, and communities. Students in 
Grades 6–8 participate in trips to destinations such as Los 
Angeles, Boston, and New York, while Grades 9–10 take 
part in a Natural Environments Field Study with locations 
that vary from year to year. In Grades 11–12, students 
participate in an international, student-guided cultural 
experience that encourages independence, exploration, 
and meaningful engagement with another culture. 
Camping experiences also give students opportunities to 
build community, develop independence, and learn 
through shared experiences beyond campus.

COLLEGE ADVISING
We partner with IvyWise to provide counseling to students 
beginning in Grade 9; part of their model is to provide 
guidance to students directly (all counselors are former 
admissions officers from institutions of higher ed) as we 
build our program and build internal capacity so that 
Bowman is well-positioned to bring advising in-house 
within 5-6 years of starting high school.

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES
Our High School (Upper Secondary) program launched in 
2023 and our first graduating class will graduate in June 
2027. We do not have a list of acceptances or 
matriculations yet; our students are all enrolled in the IB 
Diploma Programme, and we can share that the Class of 
2027 ACT range is 29-34.

Students are considering UCs, select CSUs, large state 
flagships outside of California, and small liberal arts 
institutions. 



CLASS RANKING
Bowman School does not rank its students. The grade point average 
is cumulative of work completed at Bowman from ninth grade 
onward. 

GRADING SYSTEM
All courses taken at Bowman, and only courses taken at Bowman, are 
included on the transcript and in the grade point average calculation 
(included repeated courses). 

The grading system is A-F 

Intersession: Pass/Fail

A     4.00
A-    3.67

B+   3.33
B     3.00
B-    2.67

C+   2.33
C     2.00
C-    1.67

D+   1.33
D     1.00
D-    1.00

F     0.00

Pass  (P)     
Fail    (F)

Credit, no GPA impact
0.00
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Courses in Language & Literature
MYP English I: Philosophy & Mythology
MYP English II: Modern Literature
DP Literature (SL/HL)*
DP Language and Literature  (SL/HL)*

Courses in Language Acquisition
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III
DP Spanish ab initio (SL)*
DP Spanish B (SL/HL)*
Mandarin I
Mandarin II
Mandarin III
DP Chinese ab initio (SL)*
DP Chinese B (SL/HL)*
Latin I
Latin II
Latin III
DP Classics (SL/HL)*

Courses in Individuals & Societies
MYP World History
MYP Modern World History
MYP United States History
Government
Economics
DP History: 20th Century World (SL)
DP Geography (SL/HL)*
DP Economics (SL/HL)*

Courses in Sciences
MYP Integrated Biology
MYP Integrated Chemistry and Physics
DP Biology (SL/HL)
DP Chemistry (SL/HL)*
DP Environmental Systems & Societies (SL/HL)*

Courses in Mathematics
Integrated Math I
Integrated Math II
Integrated Math III
DP Applications & Interpretations (SL)*
DP Analysis & Approaches (SL/HL)*

Courses in The Arts
MYP 2D Art 
MYP 3D Art 
DP Visual Art (SL/HL)*

Courses in Design
MYP Design Foundations
MYP Design Electives: 

Graphic Design, Architecture, App Design, 
Food Science, Narrative Design, 
Academic Game Design

DP Design Technology (SL/HL)*

Courses in Physical & Health Education
Physical Education 1
Physical Education 2

* indicates a 2-year course

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

English
Mathematics
History
Social Studies Elective
Government & Economics
Lab Sciences
Science Electives
Language Acquisition
Visual & Performing Arts
Physical Education
Electives

MIN. REQ

4 yrs
4 yrs
3 yrs
1 yrs
1 yrs
2 yrs
2 yrs
3 yrs
2 yrs
2 yrs
1 yrs

STANDARD LEVEL (SL) vs. HIGHER LEVEL (HL)
Both Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL) IB courses offer 
rigorous, honors-level academic work, with differences in the depth 
and breadth of study. At Bowman, HL courses are weighted at an 
honors level for grading purposes, although they are not formally 
designated as “Honors” courses.

HL courses require greater depth of study and include more 
instructional and independent study time. SL courses include 150 
teaching hours, while HL courses include 240 teaching hours. 
Because of this additional commitment, IB Diploma students take a 
limited number of HL courses alongside their SL coursework.


