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Hello future graduating class of 2031! | am Stephanie Heilig, Assistant
Director in the Pathways and Business Engagement Office with Long Beach
Unified. It is hard to believe but high school is right around the corner and it
is time to decide on your options for high school. The goal of this workshop
is to introduce you to the LBUSD high school choice process as you prepare
and explore the pathway programs that will be the best fit for you. While |
encourage you to write down notes and questions, this presentation will be
posted to our website for your viewing convenience.

The School of Choice process takes place each fall for enrolled 8th grade
students and is an exciting opportunity to start thinking about what you want
your high school experience to look like. Students and families can explore
high schools and pathway programs across the district, learn about the
many opportunities available, and discover options that connect with each
student’s strengths, interests, and future goals. It's all about exploring the
possibilities and finding a high school experience where each student can
learn, grow, and thrive.

This presentation will begin with an overview of Long Beach Unified’s High
Schools and Pathway Programs

The Long Beach Unified School District is the 4th largest school district in
California; home to 11 award winning and certified high schools. Six of
these high schools are Comprehensive Schools. We would call these
“traditional schools” - they are large, offering many programs, electives and
a full CIF sports program. Comprehensive schools give residential priority
to 8th graders that live within the school boundaries if selected as a first
choice preference. The other five of our high schools are Thematic schools.
These schools are smaller and are designed around an industry area such
as Engineering or Arts. These offer club sports / limited CIF sports.
Thematic schools are 100% school of choice, meaning residential priority is
not guaranteed even if you live across the street from the school.



As you choose the high school that's the best fit for you, you’ll also select a
pathway program. Think of a pathway as a small learning community where
most core classes are taken with the same group of students, helping you
build strong connections and a sense of belonging. In Long Beach Unified,
every high school is part of our exciting wall-to-wall pathway
model—designed to support your success and help you discover your
passions.

There are 2 categories of pathway programs - Specialized Programs and
Pathway Programs. Both will prepare graduates for college and careers no
matter which high school or pathway you will attend.

When you apply, you can select programs at one school or you can choose
pathways at a variety of schools. While some have minimum requirements,
most of our Pathway Programs at high schools will accept all students. The
next few slides will explain the differences between these categories.

Some of our most challenging and enriching opportunities can be found in
our specialized programs. These programs were once called Small Learning
Communities (SLCs) and were actually the foundation for what later
became our pathway model. Specialized programs are designed to be
academically rigorous and require a set number of Advanced Placement
(AP) classes. To ensure students are ready for the rigor, each program has
minimum eligibility requirements. Students who qualify are ranked by GPA,
and students are placed based on the number of spaces available.

So, what is a pathway program? It’s a small learning community where your
classes are connected to a real-world industry theme—Ilike healthcare,
engineering, or the arts. In a pathway, you'll take both college-prep and 3
career focused courses. These career technical elective courses, or CTE
courses teach both industry-specific skills and essential life skills—like
teamwork, communication, and problem-solving. You'll still take your core
subjects like English and Science, but with lessons that connect to your



pathway’s theme, making learning more relevant and engaging. And while
Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enroliment classes are optional in any
pathway, you're encouraged to challenge yourself and take them if you
choose.

Let’s bring it all together. Whether students are in a specialized program or
a pathway program, every high schooler in LBUSD will take courses that
prepare them for both college and careers. After graduation, some students
may choose a college major that connects directly to their pathway, while
others may follow a completely different path—or head straight into the
workforce. No matter the direction, our specialized and pathway programs
are built to help students develop the essential skills they need to thrive in
school, in work, and in life.

Now that you have an overview of high schools and pathway programs, let’s
take a look at the high school choice timeline and events.

The high school choice process has 3 main phases - Prepare and Explore,
Apply then Assign. It starts in October and runs through January. The first
Phase, PREPARE, is where you will make sure that your documentation in
our system is up to date.

To prepare students that are currently enrolled in LBUSD, meaning you are
attending 8th grade at one of our middle and K8 schools, you should check
your ParentVUE account. If there are any changes to be made, please
contact your current school. Important. The address and information that
is on file at the time of the application will be used during the placement
process. You have until December 4, 2026 to make any changes.

If you currently attend a private, charter, or other public school—but live
within the LBUSD boundaries—and you'd like to attend a high school in
LBUSD for the 2027-2028 school year, you can participate in the School of
Choice, But you must first enroll with LBUSD. Start by gathering the



following documents: a birth certificate, two proofs of residency, transcripts
from 6th and 7th grades, your 8th-grade course schedule, and any
standardized test score data—such as SBAC or STAR results. If you need
help collecting these items, your current school counselor is a great
resource and can assist you.

If you have a ParentVUE account you will login to upload and submit your
enroliment items. If you have never created a parentVUE account, you will
create one, verify via email and then upload these documents online. Once
your enrollment is completed and verified, then the School of Choice
application will be available. The deadline to enroll is December 4, 2026.

The next phase for School of Choice is the EXPLORE phase, full of
activities and events to inform you about our pathway programs.

There are lots of ways to get the information you need about School of
Choice. Your first and best stop is the LBUSD School of Choice
webpage—it has the most up-to-date timeline, resources, and important
updates. You're also invited to attend one of the many School of Choice
information events happening across the district. Another great way to
explore your options is by visiting high schools—check out a game, a
performance, a fundraiser, or another school event to get a feel for the
campus. Be sure to talk with your school counselor about what programs
might be the best fit for you.

To visit our webpage go to www.lbschools.net. Click on the Main Menu tab
and then click on families. You will see a link to the High School Choice
Webpage.

While our webpage is updated often, you will find the following elements
helpful: Exploring Pathway programs by School or Industry area, a
Complete Timeline of events, a Frequently Asked Questions section (or
FAQs) and Additional Resources for your convenience. We encourage you
to spend some time on this page to help find the information that you need.


http://www.lbschools.net

In addition to exploring the School of Choice webpage, each of our high
schools will host a Site Visit on their campus. This is a great opportunity to
experience the school’s atmosphere, visit classrooms, and meet staff and
students. You'll get a real sense of the school culture and what it’s like to be
part of the community. You're welcome to attend as many site visits as you'd
like—or focus on the schools that offer pathway programs that match your
interests and goals No sign ups are needed and admission is free. After the
Site Visits, you will narrow down your school and pathway program
preferences.

The APPLY phase is when the HS Choice application can be accessed on
ParentVUE. Let’s preview the application.

Beginning November 3 at 9am, the application will be available on
ParentVUE. There is no rush to complete the application as it is not a first
come-first served basis. All on-time applications will be treated the same as
long as you complete it by December 11, 2026 at 4pm.

When you are prepared to make your choices, login through ParentVUE.
After a series of steps, you will select one pathway program at your school
of residence. It is important to note that you have residential priority at your
residential high school for any pathway program that your place as your first
choice. Then you can select up to 3 additional pathway programs at the
same school or at any of the other high schools. The ones highlighted in
blue are pathway programs for which you are eligible. You can rank your
choices in order of your preference and then certify and submit.

When making selections, here are some important facts. Your first selection
will be a program at your school of residence without any minimum
requirements. This does not have to remain your first preference - you can
re-rank in a later step. You can then select 3 additional programs. Please
note that by selecting a school, you are agreeing to placement should you
be placed here. While most students are placed in their first or second



choice, some students are placed in their 3rd choice. By selecting a
program other than your school of residence as your first choice means that
you are choosing to give up your residential priority, freeing up a space for
another student wanting to attend this school and program.

The ASSIGN phase begins once the application is closed.

Residential priority is given when a pathway program at the residential
school is selected first. The system is designed to place students in their
highest ranked pathway program where space is available. In some cases
a pathway program may reach capacity with first choice placements.

You can view your assigned pathway program by logging into ParentVUE
on January 21, 2027 at 4PM.

Our School Choice Support team is available to assist you via email or by
leaving a message on our helpline phone should you have any questions
along the way. Thank you for joining us. We are excited to welcome you to
high school.
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