September 25, 2026
The Power of Showing Up

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together...but encouraging one another” — Hebrews 10:24-25

There is something powerful about simply showing up.

A student looks into the crowd during a game and sees a parent, grandparent, teacher, or friend cheering from the sideline. A
child walks into chapel and notices that someone took the time to be there. A student participating in an event scans the room
and sees a familiar face. Those moments may seem small to adults, but to a child they communicate something important: You
came. You saw me. This matters to you.

One of the blessings of St. Paul’s is that school is about much more than what happens in the classroom. We are a community,
and strong communities are built when people participate.

That is one reason I appreciate the words from Hebrews 10. We are called to gather, encourage one another, and “spur one
another on toward love and good deeds.” Sometimes that begins simply by being present.

Right now, our students have many opportunities to participate. Our boys are competing in flag football, our girls in volleyball,
and our calendar is filled with chapel, school events, service opportunities, worship, parent activities, and other ways to
connect. Not every event will fit every family, and no one needs another item on an already full calendar. But I would encourage
each family to find something.

Come to a game. Join us for chapel. Volunteer. Attend an event. Serve together. Worship with us. Cheer for someone else’s child.
Meet another family. Because when we show up, something happens. Our children are also learning from what they see us do.
When we support others, serve even when there is nothing in it for us, or attend an event simply because someone else
matters, they notice.

We teach them that life is not only about showing up when something is about us. We show up for other people. That is part of
being a teammate, a friend, a family, and the body of Christ.

We want our Panthers to understand that their presence matters too. Sometimes showing up means arriving at school ready to
learn. Sometimes it means attending practice when they would rather stay home. Sometimes it means supporting a friend,
volunteering, sitting beside someone who is alone, or simply saying, “I'm here.”

One thing [ want every student at St. Paul’s to know is this: You belong here. Belonging grows through relationships, and
relationships grow when people spend time together. The more our students and families participate, the stronger those
connections become. None of us can do everything. But all of us can show up somewhere.

Look at the St. Paul’s calendar, check the athletic schedules, and find one or two opportunities for your family to connect
beyond your normal routine. Because community is not something we simply provide for families. Community is something we
build together. One game. One chapel. One act of service. One conversation. One person deciding to show up.

And when we do that together, we give our children a beautiful picture of what it means to live as a community Anchored in
Christ.

In Christ,
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