
Best of luck to the Cast and Crew of 
the Stepinac Drama Club 

from 
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The musical EVITA raises a lot of questions.  However, 
they are not the ones you would typically expect. 
 
In analyses of EVITA, scholars have characteristically 
noted that the central conflict of the story lies in the 
storytelling.  Those on the bottom of the socio-economic 
ladder viewed Eva Peron as a saint while those on top 
characterized her as a greedy cunning anathema.  
 
Hence, the central battle becomes how to tell the story of 
Eva Peron.  Is she a classic Cinderella or more Cruella de 
Vil?  This complication is what makes the story so 
fascinating; yet it also mars her legacy.  There is an 
inability to truly know which story is more or less reliable 
as the conflict remains in tact throughout the entire show. 
 
Will there be such doubt when our individual legacies are 
assessed?  And that is the question I hope EVITA forces 
our students to ponder.  If they are to leave Archbishop 
Stepinac an inheritance upon the end of their high school 
tenure, what will it be?   
 
Will administrators, faculty, staff, and peers fondly recall 
their contributions to the community?  Will there 
contributions be marked by good works?  Good words 
that demonstrated respect, tolerance, empathy, and 
gratitude? Will they have attempted to see the face of 
God in each person they encountered in a hallway or 
classroom – on the field or stage?  
 
I pray that when each of our student’s stories is told - no 
ambiguity will exist as to the characterization of their 
legacy.  For the answers to the aforementioned questions 
will be a “qualified YES!”  And then, history will be kinder 
to them than it has been to Eva Peron. 

     Frank Portanova ‘93 
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Ladies and Gentleman, welcome to the Major Bowes 
Auditorium.  A few announcements before we begin.   
 
At this time do not silence, but turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices, as they can interfere with our 
microphone system.  Be advised that all photography is 
strictly prohibited, distracting to fellow audience members 
and is dangerous to all the performers.  Video recording is 
also strictly prohibited.  We also ask that during the 
performance please keep all the isles clear.   
 
There will be an intermission between act one and two.  
Visit our concession stand for coffee, drinks and 
refreshments.  Please help us keep our renovated theatre 
clean by not bringing any food or drinks into the theatre.  
In the lobby you can also purchase a production T-shirt 
and photos.  We have several raffle prizes and a 50/50 
raffle, all of which will be announced after the final 
performance. 
 
Be sure to check our website for upcoming events.   
 
Finally tickets will be available for the other shows on: 

Saturday, April 27th @ 7:30pm 
Friday, May 3rd @ 7:30pm 

Saturday, May 4th @ 7:30pm 
Sunday, May 5th @ 2pm 

and can be purchased at our box office before each 
performance or by calling (914) 946-4800x200. 
 

Thank you and now please sit back and we hope you 
enjoy our production of Evita. 
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The Amato Family 

The Kolman Family 

Peter & Teresa Leonforte 

The Mastoloni Family 

Dr. Mary Beth Morrissey 

Marisol & David Schildwachter 
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Justin Adair (Projections) 
Justin brings to the Stepinac Drama Club experience as stage manager at St. 
Theresa School.  A freshman, Justin worked on projections in A Christmas 
Carol in the fall of 2012. 
 
Maggie Alleva (Assistant Light Board Operator) 
Maggie, a sophomore at Maria Regina, was a microphone runner in 
Stepinac’s production of A Christmas Carol. 
 
Luke Anderson (Spot Operator) 
Sophomore Luke Anderson returns to the stage crew, having worked as a 
stage hand in A Christmas Carol. 
 
Jennifer Anderson (“Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
Jennifer is a junior at Good Counsel Academy. This is her second year with 
the Stepinac Drama Club. Her theatrical experiences include Phantom of the 
Opera (ensemble), Cinderella (ensemble), Annie (Molly), Willy Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory (Charlie), and Once Upon a Mattress (Princess 
Winnifred). Jennifer would like to thank the members of the cast and crew 
for their hard work.   
 
Matthew Aufieri (“Rainbow Tour” Ambassador) 
Freshman Matthew Aufieri is new to the Stepinac Drama Club.  Before 
coming to Stepinac, Matthew was in Bye Bye Birdie (Mr. Macafee) and was 
a member of the police chorus in Pirates of Penzance. 
 
Kevin Barrientos (Rigging Captain) 
Kevin is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his fourth year with the Drama Club.  
Kevin was a member of stage crew for Curtains, The Drowsy Chaperone, A 
View from the Bridge, Beauty and the Beast, Phantom of the Opera and A 
Christmas Carol. 
�
Nicole Bonanni (Descamisado) 
Nicole, a senior at Maria Regina High School, has been with the Stepinac 
Drama Club for four years.  Nicole previously performed in The Drowsy 
Chaperone (wedding guest), A View from the Bridge (townsperson), Beauty 
and the Beast (townsperson, enchanted object), Twentieth Century (train 
passenger), Phantom of the Opera (ensemble) and A Christmas Carol 
(Scrooge’s Mother).  She also works with the Broadway Next Theater 
Workshop.  Being part of Stepinac Drama Club was one of the best 
experiences, and she will miss it so much! 
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Emily Brotmann  (Eva’s Family) 
Emily is a senior at White Plains High School.  This is her third year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She performed in Beauty and the Beast (Silly Girl), 
Twentieth Century (passenger), Phantom of the Opera (Gabrielle) and A 
Christmas Carol (Mrs. Mopps).  Other theatrical experiences include Honk! 
Jr., Cats, 13, and Pippin all with PGT Theater.  Much love to the Stepinac 
Drama Club for becoming her family over the last three years. 
 

Emily Buonocore (Descamisado) 
Emily is a junior at Good Counsel Academy.  This is her third year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She performed in Beauty and the Beast (ensemble, 
enchanted object), Twentieth Century (passenger), Phantom of the Opera 
(ensemble) and A Christmas Carol (Sally Anderson). Emily would like to 
congratulate the cast and crew of Phantom of the Opera.  
 

Brandon Cabaleiro (Microphone Technician) 
As a freshman on stage crew, he worked the spotlights in A Christmas Carol. 
 

Peter Campanelli (Body Guard/Secret Police) 
Peter is a freshman who is new to the Stepinac Drama Club. He would like to 
congratulate the cast and crew on a great job. 
 

Anthony Caputo (Stage Crew) 
Anthony is a senior at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club.  He has been a runner in Twentieth Century, The Phantom of 
the Opera and A Christmas Carol. 
 

Deanna Carbone (Props Manager) 
Deanna is a sophomore at Maria Regina High School.  This is her first year 
with the Stepinac Drama Club. 
 

Amy Casarella (Descamisado) 
Amy is a senior at Maria Regina High School.  This is her fourth year with 
the Stepinac Drama Club.  Amy previously performed in My Sister Eileen 
(passer by), The Drowsy Chaperone (wedding guest), A View from the 
Bridge (townsperson), Beauty and the Beast (townsperson, enchanted 
object), Twentieth Century (train passenger), Phantom of the Opera 
(ensemble) and A Christmas Carol (mother).  Amy would like to thank 
everyone for making the past four years the most amazing experience of her 
life.  She loves you all and is going to miss you all so much. 

�

 

Kathryn Castro  (Spot Operator) 
Katie if a sophomore at Maria Regina High School in her first year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  Katie worked the fog machine in A Christmas Carol. 

�

��
����������
����
����������
����
����������
����
����������
��� ���
����

������
�������
��
�������������������	
�������
���������
����
���������������������������
����

�

���
�����
�����
�����
��� ���
 ���!������� ���"�#����$������� ���!������� ���"�#����$������� ���!������� ���"�#����$������� ���!������� ���"�#����$�������� ���

!
������%�$&�
�����"�
��!
������%�$&�
�����"�
��!
������%�$&�
�����"�
��!
������%�$&�
�����"�
��� ���
����

�

�

��������	
���
�����������	
���
�����������	
���
�����������	
���
���� ���
������������� ���

�������
��	��������
��	��������
��	��������
��	�� ���
��������	�����������	��������

����������
�

��
��������������	����������
���
�

��������	��
����������
��	����� �
�
�

�
�

�

�

��������������������� ���
����		�
����		�
����		�
����		�
� ���

��� �� ���
���
���������
���������
���������
������ ����

�



�

�

����������������
����

�����������
����

�

����������	
���	
	�
�����
�

����� ���! �"��#��� ��"�
$ %���&�

�

�

�#���������"�'�	(�
���
��(�)*+�����%���
���),- �

 
����

�

 

In Loving Memory  
Of 

“GRANDMA” 
 

�
�

& “UNCLE JOEY”�
����
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

�	����
�����������
� �

�

Pauline Ciavolino (Descamisado) 
Joining the Stepinac Drama Club this year, Pauline, a freshman at Maria 
Regina, has experience at Eastchester Middle School and nine years of 
experience at Concordia College.  She would like to thank Mr. Sunderland, 
Mr. Portanova, Ms. Sasson, and the wonderful cast and crew. 
 

Joseph Colucci (Assistant Stage Manager) 
Joseph, a freshman, worked in the Stage Crew in Stepinac’s production of A 
Christmas Carol, and previously work for the Stage Crew at Sacred Heart.  
He would like to thank his fellow crew members and looks forward to next 
season. 
 

Diana Cordero (“Rainbow Tour” Ambassadors) 
Diana is a senior at Lincoln High School. This is her second year in the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  She performed in Twentieth Century, The Phantom of 
the Opera, and A Christmas Carol (ensemble). Diana expresses her fond 
memories from the Drama Club, and urges her fellow member to “continue 
the magic!” 
 

Alexandra Curumi (Props Manager) 
Alexandra, a sophomore at Maria Regina High School, worked the fog 
machine in A Christmas Carol, and appeared in Fordham Prep’s production 
of Don’t Drink the Water. 
 

Joe DeSanctis (Aristocrat, Eva Lover) 
Joe is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club, and appeared in The Phantom of the Opera (ensemble) and A 
Christmas Carol (Young Marley, caroler). His other theatrical experiences 
include La Boheme, Mefistofele (Children’s Chorus), NYC Opera Children's 
Chorus, New Plains Trailer and Treasures Hunters. Joe has a true passion for 
music.  
 

Marc Espinoza (Rigger) 
Marc is a sophomore at Stepinac, and worked on sound for the production of 
A Christmas Carol.��

 

Alex Estrella (Rigger) 
Alex, a sophomore, helped with the rigging in A Christmas Carol.  He has 
enjoyed working with the stage crew. 
 

Filipe Fernandes (Shop Manager) 
Felipe is a senior in his second year with the Drama Club, and has worked as 
a stage hand in The Phantom of the Opera and A Christmas Carol. 
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Victoria Fernandez (“Requiem” Mourner)  
Victoria is a senior at Maria Regina in her fourth year with the Drama Club. 
She was in the ensemble of The Phantom of the Opera, The Drowsy 
Chaperone and Beauty and the Beast.  Her previous theatrical experiences 
include Fiddler on the Roof, High School Musical, and Grease with the 
Lighthouse Youth Theatre. Victoria thanks Mr. Portanova, Mr. Sunderland, 
and Mrs. Newman for their hard work and dedication over the years. 
 

Stephanie Ferreira (Eva’s Family) 
Stephanie is a junior at John F. Kennedy Catholic High School. This is her 
second year in the Stepinac Drama Club. Her theatrical experience includes 
The Phantom of the Opera (Madame Giry), Les Miserables (Cosette), Cats 
(Etcetera), Grease (Rizzo), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Miss Dorothy), and 
Bye Bye Birdie (Rose).  She takes voice lessons with Mac Norton and acting 
lessons with John Fanelli. Stephanie would like to thank her family, Marc 
Norton, Mr. Portanova, Mr. Sunderland, and Mrs. Newman.  
 

Sabrina Finn (Eva Dresser) 
Sabrina is a sophomore at Yonkers High School. This is her second year in 
the Stepinac Drama Club, and has performed in The Phantom of the Opera 
(ensemble) and A Christmas Carol (Martha). She is very excited to be a part 
of this production and thanks the cast and crew for the experience.  
 

Cecilia Gigante (Assistant to the Producer) 
Cecilia is a senior at The Ursuline School.  This is her fourth year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She was in The Drowsy Chaperone (wedding guest), 
Beauty and the Beast (Lady with Cane, Enchanted Object) and The Phantom 
of the Opera (Ensemble). Other theatrical experiences include community 
theater productions, and productions with the Bronx Spotlight Theatre, 
Random Farms Kids Theater, and Villa Maria Academy Drama Club.  
Cecilia would like to thank Mr. Sunderland and Mr. Portanova for 
everything. She wishes she could be spending her last year backstage with all 
the cast and crew who are sure to be amazing!  
 

Eamonn Gilligan (Stage Crew) 
Eamonn is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his second year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club.  He was on sound crew for A View from the Bridge, spotlight 
for Beauty and the Beast, and center spotlight for The Phantom of the Opera. 
 

Luciana Gizzo (“Rainbow Tour” Ambassador) 
Luciana is a freshman at Maria Regina and appeared in the production of A 
Christmas Carol.  She has also appeared as Daisy in Alice in Wonderland.  
Luciana wishes the seniors well, and would like to thank her parents, Gab, 
and Dante for their support. 
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Savannah Glaab (Microphone Technician) 
Savannah, a junior at Good Counsel Academy, returns in her second year 
with the Drama Club.  She has worked on Twentieth Century (lights), The 
Phantom of the Opera (sound effects), and A Christmas Carol (sound 
effects).  Outside of Stepinac, Savannah has worked on Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Annie, Peter Pan, and Hairspray.  She is 
excited to be back. 
 

Dennis Golden (Stage Crew) 
In his first season with the Drama Club, Dennis, a sophomore, worked as a 
stage hand in the production of A Christmas Carol. 
 

Marisa Grabbe (Props Manager) 
Marisa, a freshman at Maria Regina High School, appeared in A Christmas 
Carol (ensemble).  She expresses gratitude and best wishes to the cast and 
crew. 
 

John Guaragna (Military, Charity Concert Dancer) 
John is a sophomore in his second year in the Drama Club. He was recently 
seen in Twentieth Century (Porter), The Phantom of the Opera (Chief Fire 
Marshal) and A Christmas Carol (Young Ebenezer). John would like to 
express his enthusiasm for being in the Drama Club.   
 

Chris Guzman (Che) 
Chris is a junior at Stepinac, and is in his third year with the Drama Club.  He 
previously performed in A View from the Bridge (Rudolpho), Beauty and the 
Beast (Monsieur D’Arque), Twentieth Century (George Smith), The 
Phantom of the Opera (Raoul), and A Christmas Carol (Scrooge).  Other 
theatrical experiences include productions at the White Plains Performing 
Arts Center.  Chris would like to thank Mr. P, Mr. S, Ms. Sasson, Mrs. 
Newman, and especially his family for all their help and support.  
 

Nicole Heney (Mistress) 
Nicole is a senior at Blind Brook High School. This is her second year in the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  She played Christine in The Phantom of the Opera 
and the Ghost of Christmas Past in A Christmas Carol.  Her other theatrical 
experiences include The Outsiders (Mrs. O’Brien), Our Town (Mrs. Webb), 
A Mid Summer Nights Dream (Tinkers), Cats (Grizabella), Urinetown 
(Josaphine Strong), All Shook Up (featured soloist), The Boyfriend (Lady 
Brockhurst), Bye Bye Birdie (Mrs. Merkle), and ensemble in Fame, Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and The Miracle Worker. Nicole 
would to express much thanks Mr. Portanova, Mr. Sunderland, Ms. Sasson, 
and Mrs. Newman for being the best! And wishes break a leg to the cast and 
crew, who she will greatly miss. 
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Jesse Hernandez (Military)  
Jesse is a sophomore and in his second season with the Drama Club.  He was 
previously seen in A Christmas Carol.  Jesse is excited for the cast and crew 
and wishes everyone, break a leg! 
 

Seamus Higgins (Stage Crew) 
Seamus, a junior in his first year with the Drama Club, worked on special 
effects in last season’s production of A Christmas Carol. 
 

Avery Holmes (Light Board Operator) 
Avery is a senior is his second year in the Stepinac Drama Club. His stage 
crew experience includes spotlight for Twentieth Century and lighting board 
for The Phantom of the Opera and A Christmas Carol. 
 

Christina Iannacone (Props Manager) 
Christina, a sophomore at Maria Regina High School, appeared the 
production of A Christmas Carol (ensemble). 
 

Jesse Jehan (Sound Manager) 
Jesse is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his third year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  He previously was sound manager for A View from the Bridge, Beauty 
and the Beast, Twentieth Century, and The Phantom of the Opera. 
 

Erin Kelly (Descamisado) 
Erin is appearing in her first production with the Drama Club.  She would 
like to thank Mr. Portanova and Mr. Sunderland for welcoming her into the 
Club. 
�

�

Jessica Lynch (Eva Peron) 
Jessica is a senior at Briarcliff High School, and is new to the Drama Club.  
A Young Arts Honorable Mention winner, she has appeared in Sugar 
(Sugar), The Wedding Singer (Julia), Bye Bye Birdie (Kim), and 13 (Patrice).  
She would like to thank the cast, crew, and her family for their support. 
 

Natalie Lariño (“Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
Natalie is a senior at Maria Regina High School.  This marks her third year 
with the Stepinac Drama Club. Natalie was previously seen in Beauty and the 
Beast (ensemble) and The Phantom of the Opera (ensemble).  Her theatrical 
experiences include Godspell (soloist), Annie (Annie), and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (Mrs. Teavee).  Natalie has had a wonderful three years 
being a part of the Stepinac Drama Club and she will miss it dearly. 
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Andrew Leonforte (Eva Lover, “Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
Andrew is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Tiny Tim), The 
Phantom of the Opera (Passarino), and Twentieth Century (Max Jacobs). 
Andrew would like to thank his parents for encouraging him to follow his 
dreams.  
 

Alison LeMoigne (“Requiem” Mourner, Eva Dresser) 
Alison is a freshman at Rye Neck High School. This is her first year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen as a dancer in A Christmas 
Carol. She would like to thank everyone for the fun she has had as part of the 
Drama Club.  
 

Anthony Macchiano (Juan Perón) 
Anthony is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his third year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club.  He previously was seen in A Christmas Carol (Cratchit), The 
Phantom of the Opera (ensemble), Twentieth Century (ensemble), Beauty 
and the Beast (Enchanted Object), and A View from the Bridge 
(townsperson).  Anthony would like to thank everyone who has been a part of 
the Drama Club for these past years, for all the memories, and he’ll miss you 
all.  
 

David Martinez (Projections) 
David is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club. His previous theatrical experiences include performing in his 
middle school theater.  
 

Randy Martinez (Eva’s Family, “Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
Randy is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously seen in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol. 
�

Halle Mastroberardino (Assistant to the Choreographer) 
Halle is a junior at Harrison High School. This is her first year with Stepinac 
Drama Club. She was previously seen as Mrs. Fezziwig in A Christmas 
Carol. Her other theatrical experiences include Crazy For 
You (Polly), Legally Blonde (Paulette), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Mrs. 
Mears), and many more! Halle would like to thank the cast and crew for 
allowing her to be a part of this show after all that they’ve been through! She 
loves you all! 
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Martine Mauro-Wade  (Military, Charity Concert Dancer) 
Martine is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Ensemble), The 
Phantom of the Opera (Don Atillo), and Twentieth Century (Announcer). His 
other theatrical experiences include Cats (Rum Tum Tiger), Annie Get Your 
Gun (Frank), Guys and Dolls (Sky Masterson), Beauty and the Beast (Beast), 
and ensemble in Pippin, Once on this Island, The Wiz, and Suessical, along 
with excerpts from Les Miserables, La Boheme, and Cinderella in the 2011 
WMC Vocal Academy.  Martine would like to thank his mom for getting him 
into music and theater.  
 

James McGrogan (Lead Spot Operator) 
James is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his third year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  He previously did spotlight for The Phantom of the Opera and A 
Christmas Carol and sound crew for A View from the Bridge and Beauty and 
the Beast. His other theatrical experience includes performing in Grease 
(Sonny).  
 

Tess McIntyre (“Rainbow Tour” Advisor)  
Tess is a senior at Maria Regina High School.  This is her fourth year with 
the Stepinac Drama Club.  She was previously seen in the ensemble of A 
Christmas Carol, Phantom of the Opera, Twentieth Century, Beauty and the 
Beast, A View from the Bridge, and The Drowsy Chaperone. Her other 
theatrical experiences include Annie Jr. (Annie).  Tess says that being a part 
of the drama club has been a blast since day one. She loves every one and 
will miss you all dearly.  
 

Stephen McMahon (Stage Crew) 
Stephen is a senior at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  He previously was on stage crew for A Christmas Carol and The 
Phantom of the Opera. He would like to congratulate the cast and crew on a 
job well done.  
�

Brian McNally  (Magaldi) 
Brian is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his fourth year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Mr. Fezziwig, Ghost of 
Christmas Present), The Phantom of the Opera (Piangi), and Beauty and the 
Beast (Chip), he also appeared in the ensemble of The Drowsy Chaperone, 
My Sister Eileen, A View from the Bridge, and Twentieth Century.  His 
theatrical experiences started with roles in his grammar school and Les 
Miserables at the Lighthouse Youth Theatre.  Brian would like to thank 
everyone from the faculty to the cast for the past four years of love, 
friendship, and happiness. He is proud to perform this show with you.  
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Monica McStay (Eva Dresser) 
Monica is a freshman at Good Counsel Academy. This is her first year with 
the Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen in the ensemble of A 
Christmas Carol. Monica is excited to be a part of Evita and she would like 
to congratulate the cast and crew for their hard work.  
 

Tom Megan (Military)  
Thomas is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his third year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously seen in The Phantom of the Opera 
(Lefevre), Twentieth Century (Detective), and Beauty and the Beast 
(Enchanted Object).  He also performed at the Gershwin Theater with 
Broadway Next.  Thomas would like to say thank you to the most amazing 
drama club for the best times he has ever had. He would like to thank his 
amazing family especially his mom who supports everything he does.   
 

George Mitchell (Assistant Sound Manager) 
George is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. He was also a stagehand for A Christmas Carol.  
 

James Mitchell (Descamisado) 
James is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Mr. Smythe). His 
previous theatrical experience includes Sussical Jr. (Cat in the Hat), Peter 
Pan (Captain Hook), and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
(Ensemble). He would like to thank everyone who is a part of this wonderful 
production.  
 

Damian Miranda (“Rainbow Tour” Ambassador) 
Damian is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club.  He was previously seen in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol, 
The Phantom of the Opera, and Twentieth Century.  
 
Sean Monaghan (Rigging Captain) 
Sean is a senior at Stepinac.  This is his fourth year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  His previous stage crew experiences include working sounds, lights 
and ropes for My Sister Eileen, A View from the Bridge, Beauty and the 
Beast, Twentieth Century, The Phantom of the Opera, and A Christmas 
Carol. He would like to thank Mrs. Murphy, Mr. Lore, and Mr. Yapchanyk. 
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Olivia Pagano (“Requiem” Mourner, Charity Concert Dancer) 
Olivia is a junior at Harrison High School. This is her first year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen as a dancer in A Christmas 
Carol.  Her other theatrical experiences include Crazy for You, 42nd Street, 
HONK, Annie, and Bye, Bye Birdie all with the Harrison Footlight Players.  
She also has been dancing at New York Dance since she was three years old. 
Olivia would like to thank the directors, administrators, cast, and crew for 
welcoming her with open arms and giving her an amazing experience in the 
Stepinac family. 
 

Nico Pechin (Stage Manager) 
Nico is a junior at Stepinac. This is his third year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  His previous stage crew experiences include Beauty and the Beast, 
The Phantom of the Opera, and A Christmas Carol. 
 

Monica Peralta (Mourner “Requiem” Finale) 
Monica is a senior at Maria Regina High School. This is her fourth year in 
the Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen in the ensemble of A 
Christmas Carol, The Phantom of the Opera, The Drowsy Chaperone, A 
View from the Bridge, and Twentieth Century. Her other theatrical 
experiences include Rip Van Winkle (Mrs. Van Winkle) Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (Narrator), Annie (Grace Farewell), and 
West Side Story. She also participated in Broadway Next. Monica says its 
been a wonderful four years with the cast, crew, Mr. Sunderland, Mr. 
Portanova and of course Ms. Sasson. 
 

Nick Pradlik (Stage Crew) 
Nick is a junior at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His previous stage crew experiences include A Christmas Carol.  
 

Christian Prato (Body Guard/Special Police, “Rainbow Tour” Ambassador) 
Christian is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously seen in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol. 
 

James Prestopino (Aristocrat, “Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
James is a junior at Stepinac. This is his third year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club. He was previous seen as Fred Anderson in A Christmas Carol and in 
the ensemble of The Phantom of the Opera, Twentieth Century, and Beauty 
and the Beast. His other previous experiences include The Wizard of Oz 
(munchkin maker) and Grease (Danny). James would like to thank the 
Drama Club for everything they have done for him.  
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Patricia Reilly (“Rainbow Tour” Advisor) 
Patricia is a senior at Good Counsel Academy. This is her second year in the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen in the ensemble of A 
Christmas Carol and The Phantom of the Opera. Her other theatrical 
experiences include Annie (Mrs. Pugh) and Cinderella (dresser).  Patricia 
would like to thank everyone for an amazing experience in the Drama Club.  
 

Dina Resnik (“Requiem” Mourner, Charity Concert Dancer) 
Dina is a junior at Edgemont High School. This is her second year in the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  She was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Ghost 
of Christmas Future) and The Phantom of the Opera (Ballet Troupe). Her 
other theatrical experience includes Grease (Cha Cha), Annie Jr. (Orphan), 
Cinderella (lead ballet dancer), and the Scarsdale Ballet (Spring Fantasy).  
Dina is so excited to be back on the Stepinac Stage. She congratulates the 
cast and crew on another successful show! 
 

Lauren Richman (Descamisado) 
Lauren is a freshman at Rye Neck High School. This is her first year in the 
Stepinac Drama Club. Her previous theatrical experience includes Rye 
Neck’s Singin in the Rain and New York Dance’s The Wizard of Oz 
(Dorothy). She would like to thank everyone for making this a great 
experience.  
 

Elysse Rivera (Props Manager) 
Elysse is a sophomore at Maria Regina High School. This is her second year 
in the Stepinac Drama Club.  She was previously seen on stage in A 
Christmas Carol and The Phantom of the Opera. Her previous theatrical 
experiences include Suessical (Cindy Lou Who), Willy Wonka (Oompa 
Loompa), and Twinderella (Narrator).  Elysse would like to say good luck to 
all the cast and crew.   
 

Francis Rocco (Eva Lover) 
Frankie is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his first year in Stepinac Drama 
Club. He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Scrooge’s Father, 
Grandma). Frankie would like to say congratulations to the cast and crew on 
another great show. And he wishes the best of luck to all of the seniors. 
 

Juan David Rojas (Military)  
Juan is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His was previously seen in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol.  
 
 
 
 



�	����
�����������
� �

 

Sarah Rossman (Eva’s Family) 
Sarah is a junior at Hackley High School and this is her third year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  Her previous theatrical experiences include A 
Christmas Carol (Mrs. Cratchit), The Phantom of the Opera (Madame 
Firmin), Beauty and the Beast (Silly Girl) and Twentieth Century (Anita). 
Other theatrical experiences include Circle of Friends at The American Girl 
Place Theatre, Zombie Prom and The Little Mermaid at The Broadway 
Workshop, Legally Blonde (Vivine), Shrek the Musical (Fiona), High School 
Musical (Gabrielle) at Random Farm Kids Theatre, Willy Wonka (Veruca), 
Beauty and the Beast (Belle), Fiddler on the Roof (Chava) at Lighthouse 
Youth Theatre, It Happened One Christmas Eve (Young Dolly) at 
Westchester Broadway Theatre and voice lessons with Joyce Hall.  Sarah 
sends all of her love and gratitude to the amazingly talented and supportive 
cast and crew, Mr. Portanova, Mr. Sunderland, and Ms. Sasson.  
 

Mihoko Sakanaka (“Requiem” Mourner, Eva Dresser) 
Mihoko is a freshman at Harrison High School. This is her first year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously in A Christmas Carol (dancer). 
She has also been seen in Crazy for You (featured dancer), Sussical (bird 
girl), and High School Musical (Martha Cox). Mihoko would like to thank 
the directors and would like to congratulate the cast and crew.    
 

Mikie Sakanaka (Aristocrat, Mourner “Requiem” Finale) 
Mikie is a senior at Harrison High School.  This is her fourth year with the 
Stepinac Drama Club.  She was previously seen in The Drowsy Chaperone 
(party guest), A View from the Bridge, Beauty and the Beast (milkmaid), The 
Phantom of the Opera (Violetta) and A Christmas Carol (Emily).  She has 
performed in Sussical (Gertrude), Hair (Crissy), Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Narrator), A Chorus Line (Connie), Thoroughly 
Modern Millie (Millie, Lucille), and Hairspray (LouAnn). Mikie sends her 
love and thanks to Mr. Portanova, Mrs. Newman, Ms. Sasson, and Mr. 
Sunderland for an incredible four years. 
 

Jason Sanchez (Eva Lover) 
Jason is a junior at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. He was previously seen in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol.  
 

Amelia Sasson (Aristocrat, Mourner “Requiem” Finale) 
Amelia is a sophomore at Maria Regina High School.  This is her second 
year in the Stepinac Drama Club. She was previously seen in A Christmas 
Carol (Blind Old Hag) and The Phantom of the Opera (ensemble). Her 
previous theatrical experiences include Beauty and the Beast, Spring 
Awakening, Les Miserables, Annie and The Wiz.  Amelia is happy to be 
doing Evita! 
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Jackson Seymour (Spot Operator) 
Jackson is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac 
Drama Club. His previous stage crew experiences include A Christmas 
Carol. Jackson says this was a great experience for him.  
 

Mwinga Sinjela (Set Manager) 
Mwinga is a senior at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His recent stage crew experiences include A Christmas Carol and The 
Phantom of the Opera. His previous theatrical experiences include primary 
and secondary school productions such as La Chatenlerge. Mwinga would 
like to congratulate the cast and crew.  
�

Tim Stanson (Aristocrat, “Rainbow Tour” Advisor)   
Tim is a senior at Stepinac and this is his third year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club.  He was previously seen in A Christmas Carol (Marley/ Old Joe), The 
Phantom of the Opera (Firmin), Beauty and the Beast (Young Prince) and 
Twentieth Century (O’Malley). His previous theatrical experiences include A 
Charlie Brown Christmas (Snoopy) in eighth grade.  Tim is excited to have 
had this wonderful experience and he’ll miss everyone.  
 

Matthew St. Hillaire (Military, Eva Lover) 
Matthew is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club. He was previously in the ensemble of A Christmas Carol. 
   
Kevin Ulrich (Descamisado) 
Kevin is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year in the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His previous theatrical experiences include Aladdin (Aladdin), and The 
Sound of Music (Captain Von Trapp). 
 

Juan Carlos Villalobos (Props Manager) 
Juan is a freshman at Stepinac. This is his first year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His other stage crew experience includes A Christmas Carol.   
 

Max Ward (Rigger) 
Juan is a junior at Stepinac. This is his second year with the Stepinac Drama 
Club. His other stage crew experiences include A Christmas Carol and The 
Phantom of the Opera.   
 

Anthony Zarra  (Props Manager) 
Anthony is a sophomore at Stepinac. This is his second year in the Stepinac 
Drama Club.  His other stage crew experiences include A Christmas Carol 
and The Phantom of the Opera. His other previous theatrical experiences 
include Aladdin at Transfiguration School.  Anthony would like to 
congratulate the cast and crew.  
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Nancy Bisogno (Lobby Display) 
Nancy is chairperson of the English Department at Stepinac.  She also is 
moderator of the school yearbook.  She has truly enjoyed working with the 
Drama Club and looks forward to future productions. 
 
Roxanne Calvello (Assistant to the Director, Lobby Display)  
Roxanne is also a science teacher here at Stepinac and chairperson of the 
Science Department.  This is her eleventh year with the Drama Club having 
worked on Show Boat, A Few Good Men, The Scarlet Pimpernel, The Man 
Who Came To Dinner, Little Shop of Horrors, Inherit the Wind, Jekyll & 
Hyde, The Manchurian Candidate, Thoroughly Modern Millie, The 
Crucible, Singin’ In The Rain, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Curtains, 
My Sister Eileen, The Drowsy Chaperone, A View from the Bridge, Beatuy 
and the Beast, Twentieth Century, Phantom of the Opera, and A Christmas 
Carol.  Roxanne would like to express that it has been a wonderful 
experience working with a terrific group of colleagues and such talented 
students.  She would also like to thank her family for their support and 
picking up the slack at home while she was at the theater. 
 
Sarah Daoud (Stage Crew Moderator) 
Sarah is a faculty member at Stepinac and is also in charge of the Senior 
Prom and the Italian Club.  She has been Stage Crew Moderator for twelve 
years. She would like to thank the crew for their great work.  She would also 
like to thank her family for their great support. 
 
Joe Lore (Set Design) 
Joe is a graduate of Stepinac from the class of 2002 and an alumnus of the 
Drama Club.  He is proud to return to work on the very stage on which he 
performed as a student and bring his professional skills to this year’s 
production.  His work has previously been seen on our stage for the set of 
The Drowsy Chaperone, Twentieth Century, Beauty and the Beast, and 
Christmas Carol.  Joe received the Best Scenic Design Metro Theater Award 
for his work on last year’s production of Phantom of the Opera.  He is a 
designer and operates his own firm specializing in interior design, property 
staging and event design.  Please visit him at joeloredesign.com for further 
information.  Joe would like to thank the director and producer for the 
opportunity once again to be a part of the production and wishes the cast and 
crew all the luck of the Major Bowes.   
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Patricia Murphy (Technical Director)  
Patricia is Director of Technology at Stepinac.  Her work with the Drama 
Club ranges from the stage to the balcony during each rehearsal.  In addition, 
she has performed in Babes in Arms, Songs for a New World, Smokey Joe’s 
Café, and Working with the Stepinac Alumni Theatre.  Patricia would like to 
thank her husband for managing without her. 
 
Charlotte Newman (Choreographer)  
Charlotte is thrilled to be back as the choreographer for Stepinac. She has 
previously choreographed the Stepinac shows for the past twelve years. 
Charlotte has also choreographed numerous other musicals for various high 
schools, middle schools, and community theatre programs. She has been 
trained in and taught tap, jazz and ballet for over twenty five years. She 
attended the University of Connecticut where she studied theatre dance for 
two years. Charlotte has performed in numerous theater productions and also 
danced professionally for MTV. Her body of work has been recognized with 
several metro nominations and awards. She would like to thank her 
wonderful family for all of their love and support. 
 
Frank Portanova (Director)  
Frank, Vice-Principal of Academics & Curriculum, is excited to be working 
once again with the Drama Club students following many previous 
productions at the Major Bowes.  He is proud to be directing on the very 
stage on which he performed as a student at Stepinac.  In fact, his endeavors 
on the Stepinac stage inspired him to pursue his interest in theatre. During the 
summer, he continues to direct and perform in alumni theatre productions.  
(Check our school's website for more information.) 
 
June Ricciardi (Scenic Design) 
June is thrilled to be working with the Drama Club on the scenic design for 
Evita.  Previous design credits include Phantom of the Opera, Twentieth 
Century, Beauty and the Beast, A View from the Bridge, The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Curtains, The Scarlet Pimpernel, Little Shop of Horrors, Jekyll 
and Hyde, Thoroughly Modern Mille, The Man Who Came to Dinner, The 
Manchurian Candidate, Inherit the Wind, The Crucible, My Sister Eileen, 
Singin’ In The Rain and One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest, as well as 
Alumni Theatre productions Company, Babes in Arms, Working, Smokey 
Joe’s Café, Footloose and Grease.  June's work has been honored with seven 
Metro Theater Award nominations for Outstanding Scenic Design, including 
a winning award for Outstanding Scenic Design for Phantom of the Opera.  
June has been part of the Drama Club production team since 2004.  Her 
daughter, Danielle, is an alumna of the program as well. �
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Chloe Sasson (Music Director) 
Chloe happily joined the staff of Stepinac as the full time music, band, and 
choir teacher after music directing our Beauty and the Beast and since has 
music directed ASHS’s Phantom and A Christmas Carol. She has acted as 
Music Director and/or Conductor for hundreds of productions in Equity, 
stock and regional theatre.  Her credits with notable Broadway stars include 
The Music Man with Michael McGrath (of B’way’s Nice Work…, Spamalot, 
Little Me, etc.); Evita and Fiddler on The Roof with Craig Schulman (Les 
Miserables); Maury Yeston’s Phantom with Sandra Joseph (Phantom); and 
Joy Franz (Into the Woods),; Jesus Christ Superstar with Romain Frugé 
(Tommy); The Man of La Mancha with Edmond Verrato, Guys & Dolls with 
Ann-Naigre Martin (Grease) and Peter Samuel (Joseph…, Cats, Rags, etc.) ; 
and many others.  Chloe conducted the 25th Anniversary Gala for NWCA in 
2004 featuring Alan Menken and Vanessa Williams with appearances by 
Paul Schaeffer, Richard Gere, Stephen Lang, and James Earl Jones.  She is 
the resident music director/conductor for Yorktown Stage and was the 
resident music director/conductor for KJK Productions (Equity: 1988-1997), 
resident conductor for Musicals at Richter (1988-1990). Chloe is the Music 
Director for Clocktower Theatre’s Teens and Jr. Teens. She has worked with 
teen and youth theaters for many schools and youth theatre companies 
throughout the NY area.  As a reed player, Chloe has played in hundreds of 
productions.  She is the conductor for Joel Martin’s Jazzical Symphony 
Orchestra™ and conducted for his upcoming recording and his performance 
with the Hartford Symphony at The Palace Theatre in Waterbury, CT.  She is 
the proud parent of Amelia (Aristocrat) and Daphne (Flute/Picc).  She 
dedicates her work to the memory of her late husband and collaborator, Phil.   
 
Sonny Sunderland (Producer) 
Sonny is the Dean of Students at Stepinac.  He is honored to work with the 
students on the very stage that began his theatrical experience.  Sonny 
graduated from Marist College with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
and Public Administration.  He also has a Masters in School Administration 
and Supervision, and has NYS School Building Certification.  Prior to 
Stepinac, he worked at the Emelin Theatre in Mamaroneck producing 
numerous professional and original theatrical productions.  Sonny dedicates 
his work on the show in memory of his grandmother, Catherine Gioio.   
�
Joe Venice (Lobby Display) 
Joe Venice, a Stepinac graduate of the class of 2004, is thrilled to be working 
again in the Major Bowes.  He is currently a member of the English 
Department and the Junior Varsity Football Coach.  He has been working in 
theater and music for many years as a singer, songwriter and actor. 
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Rick Yapchanyk (Technical Assistant) 
Rick is an alumnus of the class of 2000 and is currently a member of the 
Math and Technology departments at Stepinac.  He has been the Technical 
Assistant since the Fall of 2011, working on shows such as Phantom of the 
Opera and A Christmas Carol.  He graduated from Iona College with a 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, from St. John’s University School 
of Law with a Juris Doctor, and from Manhattanville College with a Masters 
of Arts in Teaching Mathematics.  During his time at Stepinac, Rick 
appeared on stage in Godspell, The Wiz, Grease!, and Anything Goes.  As an 
alumnus, Rick appeared in the Alumni Theater production of Company 
(Robert), and performed in numerous alumni cabarets.  While at Iona 
College, Rick appeared in over ten shows, student-directed A Doll’s House, 
and served as the President, Producer, Set Designer, Set Construction Chief, 
Assistant Lighting Designer (and occasionally Production Stage Manager) 
for the school’s student-run theatre organization.  Currently, Rick is the lead 
vocalist and a songwriter for Silver Spade, an original rock band he co-
founded in 2002.  He has already released two self-produced albums with the 
band, called Slip Away and From the Ashes, and is presently working on a 
third.  Rick is excited to still be a part of theater at Stepinac and wishes the 
cast and crew the best of luck! 
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To our niece 
AMY 

�
GOOD LUCK! 

Aunt Teresa, Uncle Italo 
Connie and Francesca 
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Love, 
Helen D’Antona 
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Congratulations to  
Joe Russo & Jim Scully  

for receiving the 2013 Major Bowes Award  
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