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Dear Families,

"Welcome to Our Classroom!"

WOW parents, the time has arrived for your child to come to pre-kindergarten, and we are so

excited to see you! We would like to welcome you to the 2026-2027 Pre-Kindergarten school
year. We are certain, with this being your child's first experience with school, there will be
many questions about what to expect.

As we embark on this new school year, we know that you all, as parents, are wondering what
the school year will bring, as well as, how successful  your child will be. We are going to have a

great time together. We will sing songs and read stories, make projects and learn so many
wonderful new things. Of course, there will be lots of other new friends who will be waiting to

play and learn with your child, too.

Our classroom is all set up with exciting things to do and see, and we are ready to get started!

Your child will become an integral part of a most wonderful learning journey. The curriculum
for our pre-kindergarten students is entitled "MS Beginnings Pre-K Curriculum"

organized around 6 thematic units integrating literacy, math, science, social studies, social-

emotional connections, STEAM, technology, assessment, and family engagement.

These units include the following:
(1) Family;
(2) Friends;

(3) Wind and Water;
(4) The World of Color;

(5) Shadows and Reflections;
(6) Things that Grow;

Not only will the activities from each of these six thematic units be in full swing, we will also
embark on seasonal thematic units on some of the students' favorite interests.

We know that the fun has arrived because you are here. It is our plan for this to be a super
fantastic pre-kindergarten year!

Parents, the pre-k years are a time of promise, a time when young children's bodies and minds
are growing at an incredible rate. The pre-k years are a time for learning.

Please take the time to get to know your child's teacher, and please share with your child's
teacher things that she needs to know in order to help your child be successful and have a great
year!

We are looking forward to a great year!

Yazoo County School District Pre-Kindergarten Faculty and Staff
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Mission of the Yazoo County School District

Yazoo County School District recognizes that each child is an individual; that all children are

creative; that all children need to succeed. Therefore, Yazoo County Schools respect the
individual needs of children and emphasize the social, emotional, physical and intellectual

development of each child.

Vision of the Yazoo County School District

It is the vision of the Yazoo County School District to create "Next Generation Leaders."

Philosophy  of the Pre-Kindergarten Program
in the

Yazoo County School District

The preschool years are one of the greatest times of discovery, learning and exploration.
Children are discovering their feelings, learning life-long social skills and expanding their

intellectual horizons by leaps and bounds. The Yazoo County School District Pre-Kindergarten
Program provides a safe and supportive environment where your child can develop in all these
ways.

Perhaps the most challenging area of growth for preschoolers is their emotional and social

development. One of the primary goals of our program is to help children learn the skills of

sharing, problem solving, cooperation and expressing feelings and desires verbally. We help

children acquire these skills through lots of positive guidance and by role modeling. We want

our students to learn the importance of compassion, kindness and respect for all.

We believe that in order to build a strong sense of community within our school, we must begin

with each child as an individual. The more children learn about themselves and their abilities,
the more confident they will be both about themselves and with interacting and contributing to

a group. The main way we promote this self-confidence and self-esteem is by giving children a
lot of individual attention on a daily basis.

Learning Principles and Foundations of Pre-Kindergarten

The following principles and foundations are reflected in the learning environment and
curriculum in the classroom:

1. Skills and concepts specific to developmental domains developed by the Mississippi

Department of Education are foundational to all instruction. (Mississippi Early

Learning Standards for Classrooms Serving Four-Year-Old Children);
a) English Language Arts

b) Mathematics

с) Social Studies

d) Science

2. Approaches to Learning

a) Social and Emotional Development

b) Physical Development

c) Creative Expression
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3. Learning activities are constructed which acknowledge children advance through similar

stages of development, but at individual rates;
4. Children are in an inclusive learning environment that embraces diversity;
5. Children use their senses in the instructional process (seeing, hearing, touching, tasting,

6.

7.

8.

and smelling);

Active involvement (exploring, playing, manipulating, and problem solving) is the

primary strategy for delivering instruction;

Children are taught using a combination of instructional strategies, which includes

active involvement in learning;

Attitudes and examples from teachers and content in lessons taught reflect a positive

problem solving approach;

9. Children have experiences that are sensitive to the value of play, for it is through play
that children create their own meaning and learning.

The majority of the instructional delivery is organized around learning centers and
responsive interactions among children, and their peers and adults. These experiences

provide opportunities for children to acquire skills and concepts through hands-on engaged
learning while the teacher is facilitating appropriate language development through
conversations.

Ο

Goals of the Yazoo County School District Pre-Kindergarten

Create a caring community of  learners;

• Increase vocabulary and language development;
。 Increase competencies and skills in oral language, literacy, writing, listening, thinking,

mathematical reasoning, and scientific exploration;
• Increase intellectual growth both cognitively and academically;
o Actively put feelings and desires into words;
0

。

0

이

이

Increase self-direction and independence;
Discover, ask questions, and explore the world using all five senses;
Enlarge one's understanding of the world, people, experiences, ideas through discovery
and asking questions;
Build confidence and increase self-esteem; and

Develop gross and fine motor skills
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School Contact Information

Bentonia Gibbs Elementary School

Dr. Andrea Edgecombe; Principal

Brianna Walker; Assistant Principal

Alyson White; Lead Teacher

Dana Rivers; Pre-Kindergarten Teacher

Ellen Jordan; Pre-Kindergarten Teacher

Address:

10340 Highway 433 West
Bentonia, MS 39040

Phone: (662)755-2270

Linwood Elementary School

Cristin Ware; Principal

Keshia Shaffer; Assistant Principal

April Ketchum; Pre-Kindergarten Teacher

Address:

3439 Vaughan Road
Vaughan, MS 39179

Phone: (662) 673-9191



Ο

Helpful Suggestions and Checklist for Parents

Photo(s) of child, child with parents, parents alone, anything or anyone important to

your child (grandparents, siblings, sitters, relatives, friends, and pets)
Extra clothes (pants, shirts, sweater, two pairs of socks and underwear) -- Everything
must be fully labeled. You can use a laundry pen or "Sharpie" indelible pen.

• In addition to labeling all of your child's extra clothes, please label his/her backpack.
• A blanket and a small sheet for a nap mat

이

Ο

이

이

이

이

이

이

Accept your child as he/she is and seek out strengths and capabilities;
Be ready with praise when things are done well;
Talk about school with your child;
Guide your child to trust the teacher and those who want the best for him/her;
Discuss the need for rules in the community, home and school;

Help your child understand that sharing is necessary in order to get along with others
and be part of a group;

Establish regular routines of sleeping and eating by eating at a scheduled time and
setting a specific bed time;

Teach your child to button, zip, or snap clothing and take care of all toileting needs;
• Read to your child to help develop an appreciation for books;

Encourage your child to look at and listen to the person talking;

Take trips to points of interest like museums, planetariums, art displays, concerts and
sporting events;

Give your child opportunities to refine oral language by encouraging him/her to explain이

이

and describe experiences; and
Encourage your child to recognize his/her name.

"Starting the Year Successfully"

In pre-kindergarten, our emphasis begins with the development of strong, warm, trusting
relationships. The social environment paves the way for the children to get the most out of the

physical environment, as well as our routines and activities. For every child, the first days of

the year in pre-kindergarten are filled with new experiences, people and expectations. We try

to make this adjustment period as smooth and comfortable as it can be for each child because it

serves as a foundation for a happy year at the Center and for future separations and transitions.

We ask parents to work with us in creating a bridge between home and school and to help your

child establish trusting relationships with their new teachers. It is best to leave treasured

objects at home since they are not easily shared and are particularly missed if they get lost at

school. We ask that any toys remain at home.

Separation and Phase-In

Helping children to comfortably separate (say good-bye) from their parents is a key component

in the program. This may be your family's first experience with separation. Please know that we

are sensitive to individual needs and feelings. In order to ease the process, parents and
teachers work together to create a bridge between home and our program. We have found that

when a parent feels comfortable the child will as well.

Page 8



The building of a relationship between parents and teachers is the foundation for the child's

positive experiences in school. We encourage you to talk openly with the teachers in order to

establish positive relationships. Expressing your feelings and needs at this time and all through
the year is vital to the success of you and your child's experiences in pre-kindergarten. It is also
one of the most important things you can do to establish a working relationship with the staff.

Please speak with the teachers after the children have left or arrange for a phone conversation.

The following are suggestions for ensuring a comfortable, supportive phase-in period:

o Share information about your child with the teachers. They will ask questions about

이

이

이

your child's routines at home for meals, sleeping and being with you. They are not being
intrusive; they want to be able to understand your child better;

Please inform them of any changes that have happened recently or about to happen
during their year in pre-kindergarten. Changes that may seem routine or ordinary to an

adult may be regarded as unusual by a young child who has not had as many years of

experience in dealing with changes.

Discuss needs with the teachers;
Remember, the teachers are trained to understand the developmental stage of our pre-
kindergarteners and are skilled at implementing activities and routines in their
classrooms that enhance the separation process from home to school;

• Remember, communication with the teachers and your child is the key to a successful

experience. Please do not hesitate to voice your questions, concerns and needs.

A.

Registration and Enrollment Requirements

Required Entrance Age and Expectations: A pre-kindergarten child shall have reached

the age of four years on or before September 1 and be completely potty-trained.
B. Required Documents:

(1) The child's certified birth certificate;

(2) The child's MS certificate of immunization compliance form (Form 121);
(3) The child's social security card; and

(4) Two (2) proofs of residence in Yazoo County School District (one proof from

Group One list of acceptable documents and one proof from Group Two list of

acceptable documents.

the

Residency Requirements:

Check one in Group I and Group II and if applicable check a or b in Group III

Group I:
a)

b)
Filed Homestead Exemption Application Form
Mortgage Documents or Property Deed

c) Apartment or Home Lease/Rental Agreement
** Any unofficial Lease Agreement (handwritten or computer-generated) must be
notarized.

d) 911 information
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Group II: Acceptable Bills

e) Current Utility Bill (Must be dated within thirty days of
enrollment, with a service address)

f) Electricity
Gas

h) Landline telephone
i) Cable TV or satellite TV

A driver's license, water bill or voter identification are not acceptable as proof of
residency.

Other Residency documentation may be approved by YCSD Administration

Group III: Guardianship or Affidavit Guardianship

a. Student is living with legal guardian and a certified copy of the Court Decree (or
petition), if pending, was received declaring the district resident to be the legal guardian of
the student and further declaring that the guardianship was formed for a purpose other than

establishing residency for school district attendance purposes.

Affidavit of RESIDENCY

_b. Custodial parent(s) residing with an adult in a home not owned or rented by the
custodial parent(s) will present documents to show legal custody. The non-custodial adult in
the home must prove residency through Group I and Group II (above) and sign the affidavit.
Affidavits will be checked each semester for updated proofs of residency. Policy: JBC

In addition, the custodial parent(s) will present three of  the items below:
Doctor or dentist's bill bank statement

Automobile license receipt
Credit card statement

Cell phone bill
Insurance policy
State or federal benefit check Salary check stub

IRS Documentation

Other residency documentation approved by YCSD administration

LEGAL REFERENCE: MS Code Annotated 37-15-31 (1993 Supp.) State Board
Policy 7301 JFAA 7-17-13

STUDENT LIVING WITH ADULT OTHER THAN PARENT/GUARDIAN:

If a child is living with an adult other than parents or legal guardians, in loco parentis authority
will be recognized to establish residency of the minor in situations that include, but are not
limited to:

(a) death or serious illness of the child's parent/guardian;
(b) abandonment of the child;
(c) child abuse or neglect;
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