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Organization, Community Member 
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Former PPS School Board Member 
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Naomi Chambers 

Parent 
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#6  

Shirley Hill 

Retired PPS Teacher  

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SHIRLEY ANN HILL 
 

September 22, 2026 
 

       I have followed the public hearings regarding the unfair treatment 
of former Montessori teacher Ms. Stephanie Lapine by principal Kellie 
Meyer.     Throughout my 41-year career with PPS, I too was subjected 
to toxic principals like her.  In December 2023, Ms. Stephanie Lapine 
was removed from her classroom by Kellie Meyer.  She was cleared in 
February 2024 but was “conveniently transferred” to another school 
that does not have a Montessori program. Why is Kellie Meyer not being 
held accountable for her unfair treatment of Ms. Stephanie Lapine (the 
only lead black teacher)?  Per Kellie Meyer, Ms. Stephanie Lapine was not 
permitted to clear out her belongings.  Various teachers dismantled her 
room.  This resonates with me.  When Angel Washington “conveniently 
transferred” me to UPrep, I was not permitted to completely clear out 
my room.  In fact, someone from CTE boxed up all my belongings and 
shipped them to UPrep. She was never held accountable and the union 
was useless.  How is it that an administrator can bar an employee from 
clearing out their room?  Some Montessori teachers have filed 
grievances and still nothing has been done.  Toxic principals like Kellie 
Meyer put fear in teachers who speak up by sabotaging their teacher 
evaluations which in turn can affect their salary.   Pretending there are 
no problems at Montessori creates an unsettling work 
environment.  Teachers should not have to adapt to this leadership style 
to keep their jobs.  Ms. Purnell please look into the toxicity that is going 
on with Kellie Meyer.  PPS continues to have toxic administrators who 
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are not held accountable for their leadership style.  This definitely 
needs to be addressed!! 
  

     Carrick High School has a very small percentage of Black 
teachers. “In classrooms led by Black educators, students gain more than 
academics—they experience belonging, empowerment, and the 
affirmation that their stories and potential matter. For Black students 
especially, having a Black teacher can be life-changing, sparking academic 
achievement, increased confidence, and a sense of belonging in spaces of 
power and possibility. For all students, Black teachers cultivate critical 
lessons in empathy, diversity, and leadership, laying the foundation for 
stronger, more equitable communities.” 
 

 

As the late, great Nikki Giovanni reminds us, “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.  Black teachers 
are architects of this change, equipping students to confront inequities 
and build a future rooted in justice and opportunity.” (The NEA 
Foundation, January 21, 2025).  BLACK STUDENTS AT CARRICK 
MATTER!!! 
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Organization, Community Member  
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Monet Miller 

Community Member 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Public Hearing Testimonies 
September 22, 2026 

  10
 

#9 

Kelly Anderson 

Parent 

 

Hi, my name is Kelly Anderson and I am a parent of two children at Colfax, in 6th and 4th grades.  

  

I would like to speak up in opposition of the district’s new policy to be “paperless”.   

  

First: parents had no opportunities to voice concerns on this before it was implemented. What 
evidence-based research, showing that this was best for our children and their families, informed this 
decision?  

  

Second: going paperless for report cards and communication to parents is one thing, but my fourth 
grade daughter is now required to complete her math homework on her laptop. This takes the focus 
away from the math (the skills she desperately needs to be strengthening at this critical time in her 
education) and puts the focus on how to manipulate her laptop to get it to do what she wants. The 
assignments to date have not reinforced critical foundational math skills - they have only caused 
extreme frustration at the absurdity of the format.  

  

Putting pencil to paper is the best way for knowledge to take hold in the brain. Homework that is 
meant to strengthen foundational skills should be paper-based - for all children, but especially in 
elementary school. At a minimum, parents should be able to opt out of the online format and choose 
paper-based homework for their children.  

  

Many other school districts in the country have started to reduce their reliance on educational 
technology after realizing the negative impact it has had on their children. PPS is going the wrong 
direction here, and I urge you to please reconsider.  

  

Thank you.  
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Vanessa Dagavarian 

Parent 
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#11 

Nina Louise Dagavarian  

Student 
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Kara Britanik 

Parent 
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#13 

Emily Sawyer  

Parent, Substitute Teacher 
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Billy  Hileman 

Organization, Pittsburgh Federation of Teachers 
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Community Member 
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Organization 
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Martha Riecks 

Parent 
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#19  

Jacob Evangelista 

Community Member 
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#20 

Dodi Chambers 

Student 
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#21 

Mark Rauterkus 

Community Member, Athletic Reform Task Force Appointee 
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Martha Moore 

Organization 
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#23 

Kari Thompson 

Parent 
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#24  

Kimberly Ellis 

Organization, Community Member 

 

 

September 21, 2026 
 
To the Members of the Pittsburgh Public Schools Board of Directors: 
 
I am writing to urge the Pittsburgh Public Schools Board of Directors to reconsider the proposed closure of 
Miller African Centered Academy. 
 
I understand that when the District examines current enrollment and demographic data alone, it may see 
numbers that support consolidation. But those numbers provide a snapshot of the Historic Hill District as 
it exists today. They do not adequately account for what is already being built, what is coming next, and the 
number of families who will be living along the Bedford Avenue corridor in the years immediately ahead. 
 
That distinction is critical. 
 
Bedford Avenue is undergoing a significant residential transformation stretching through the Historic Hill 
District, and Miller sits directly on Bedford Avenue, in the midst of this development activity. 
 
The Bedford Dwellings Choice Neighborhoods Initiative alone will dramatically change the residential 
landscape surrounding Miller. According to information I received directly from the Education Coordinator 
working with TREK Development Group, upon completion of the overall Bedford Choice housing plan, 
approximately 853 housing units are planned—more than twice the 411 units that comprised the original 
Bedford Dwellings community. 
 
The planned housing mix includes 411 replacement units, 274 additional affordable units, and 167 
market-rate units, with the broader Choice Neighborhoods redevelopment scheduled for completion in 
September 2032. 
 
This is not speculative development that may or may not happen someday. The transformation is already 
underway. 
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The Reed Family Buildings and Townhomes at Reed and Roberts streets are a relatively new development. 
Letsche School Apartments is even newer. Additional phases of the Bedford Choice redevelopment are 
moving forward, including development at Somers Drive and Bedford Avenue. 
 
And the demographics of the existing Bedford Dwellings community tell us something important about the 
potential educational needs accompanying this development. 
 
According to information provided to me by the Education Coordinator, approximately 31.9% of Bedford 
Dwellings residents are K–5 students, totaling approximately 60 students. 
 
As families relocate from the original Bedford Dwellings community into new replacement housing, 
educational demographics should be considered across the entire Choice Neighborhoods footprint—not 
simply within Bedford Dwellings as it exists today. 
 
We are already beginning to see this transition. I was informed that approximately 14 K–5 students at The 
Reed Family Buildings and Townhomes and two K–5 students at Letsche School Apartments are currently 
eligible for grades K–5 at Miller. 
 
Those numbers are not the end of the story. They are the beginning. 
 
The original Bedford Dwellings community contained 411 housing units. The broader redevelopment is 
planned to grow to approximately 853 units by 2032. Reed and Letsche are already adding newly 
developed housing to the surrounding community, while additional phases remain ahead. 
 
That raises an important planning question that I respectfully ask the Board and District administration to 
answer: 
 

Has Pittsburgh Public Schools incorporated the full Bedford Choice Neighborhoods 
redevelopment—including the planned expansion from 411 to approximately 853 housing 
units by 2032—into its future enrollment projections for Miller African Centered Academy?  

Schools are long-term public infrastructure. Decisions about them should not be based solely upon how 
many children live in a neighborhood at one moment in time. They should also consider where housing is 
being constructed, where families are being relocated, where population growth is being intentionally 
encouraged, and where children are likely to live in the years ahead. 
 
This is particularly important when considering the available capacity at Miller. Recent reporting, citing 
Pittsburgh Public Schools facilities estimates, indicates that Miller can accommodate more than 530 
students. Rather than viewing available space only as evidence that a school should close, the District 
should also consider whether that capacity may be needed to accommodate the residential growth 
already underway around it. 
 
The Historic Hill District is preparing for growth. Significant public and private investment is being made in 
housing and neighborhood transformation. Public agencies, developers and community organizations are 
deliberately creating new and replacement housing intended to bring and retain families in the Historic Hill 
District. 
 
Educational planning should be happening alongside that development.  
The Pennsylvania Department of Education recognizes that enrollment projections may require 
adjustment when communities experience significant changes in new home construction. That principle is 
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particularly relevant here, where substantial residential development is not merely proposed but already 
underway. 
 
My connection to Miller also gives me a personal perspective on what a neighborhood school means.  
I was once one of those Historic Hill District children. I lived on Bedford Avenue and walked up the 
hill to Miller School. 
 
Years later, I came before this Board to advocate for the opening of a new and important school: Miller 
African Centered Academy. I believed then that Historic Hill District children deserved an excellent 
neighborhood school grounded in African and African American history, culture, identity, academic 
excellence and self-determination. 
 
Today, I find myself before you again—this time asking you not to close it. 
Consider what is happening around Miller. The Reed is new. Letsche is new. Bedford Dwellings is being 
transformed. Additional housing is coming along Bedford Avenue and throughout the Choice 
Neighborhoods footprint. And this development is scheduled to continue through 2032. 
So I ask you not only to look at Miller's enrollment today. 
 
Look at Bedford Avenue. Look at Reed and Roberts. Look at Letsche. Look at Somers Drive. Look at 
Bedford Dwellings. Look at the hundreds of housing units that are being built and populated across 
the Historic Hill District through 2032. 
 
 
And then ask yourselves a different question: 
 

If hundreds of new homes and families are coming to this corridor, will the Historic Hill 
District need an excellent elementary school to serve them? 
 

Before closing Miller African Centered Academy, I respectfully urge the Board to incorporate the full scope 
of current and planned Historic Hill District residential development into its enrollment projections and 
facilities analysis. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Dr. Kimberly C. Ellis  
Executive Director  
Historic Hill Institute  
Historic.Hill@gmail.com 
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#25  

Justin Laing  

Community Member 
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#26  

Sarah Zangle 

Parent 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Pittsburgh Public Schools Public Hearing Testimonies 
September 22, 2026 

  35
 

#27  

LaKeisha Wolf 

Organization, Community Member 
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#28  

Alisa Grishman  

Community Member 
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#29 

Pamela Collier  

Community Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


