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An Exceptional Childhood. 
An Extraordinary Education.



At Village School, we believe that childhood is not something to rush through on the way to 
what comes next. It is the work. Our mission calls us to create a childhood of wonder, joy, 
and challenge. A childhood in which children expand both their minds and their hearts, 
discover their greater purpose, and begin to understand their place in a much wider world. 
The academic program is central to how we bring that mission to life. It has been designed 
not simply to teach children what they need to know, but to invite them to ask questions, 
make connections, solve problems, create, collaborate, and see themselves as capable 
participants in the world around them. 
 
This curriculum guide showcases a program that grows with children. Our youngest 
students learn through movement, play, stories, sensory experiences, and joyful 
exploration. As they move into middle and upper elementary, those experiences become 
increasingly complex: students investigate scientific phenomena, analyze data, read and 
write across disciplines, engage with mathematical ideas, explore languages and cultures, 
study history and global communities, create art, design solutions, and wrestle with 
questions that have no single right answer. What is consistent across every grade level is a 
deliberate balance of skill and inquiry, structure and discovery, independence and 
collaboration. We want our students to leave each year knowing more, but also wondering 
more, thinking more deeply, and feeling increasingly confident in their ability to figure 
things out. 
 
One of the most exciting aspects of our program is the way these areas of learning 
intersect and play out in the real world. Scientists graph and interpret data, 
mathematicians apply their thinking to real-world questions and readers and writers use 
their skills to communicate ideas about the world. Field trips, labs, design challenges, 
performances, artistic projects, cultural celebrations, and collaborative work are not 
additions to the curriculum, they are essential ways that children make meaning.  
Underlying all of this is our belief that the best curriculum is built by teachers who 
understand both their disciplines and the children sitting in front of them. Our teachers 
plan with intention, continually refining not only what students will learn, but why it 
matters and how each child in their classroom will experience it.  
 
This guide offers a window into that work. While it cannot capture every conversation, 
discovery, question, experiment, draft, performance, or moment of unexpected wonder 
that happens in a Village classroom, we hope that as you explore these pages, you see a 
program that challenges children to think deeply, gives them the tools to express what they 
think, and encourages them to remain curious about what they do not yet know. 
 
Jordan Levine 
Director of Teaching & Learning 



Math 
Village School uses the Illustrative Math curriculum for all students.  
 
Transitional Kindergarten 
TK students develop their mathematical thinking, exploring numbers, shapes, patterns, and 
data with meaningful experiences that demonstrate how mathematics is part of their 
everyday lives. Through hands-on investigations, classroom routines, movement, and play, 
students see themselves as capable and curious mathematicians.  
 
They count objects, identify quantities, recognize two-dimensional shapes, and use 
mathematical language to describe what they notice. Using building and design, they 
explore attributes and patterns by noticing how objects are alike and different, sorting and 
comparing objects by their characteristics, creating and extending simple patterns, and 
exploring how shapes can be combined to create new designs. They develop spatial 
language as they describe where objects are located and how shapes and objects relate to 
one another. Their growing number sense allows them to compare groups of objects using 
mathematical language such as more and fewer and to explore the relationship between 
parts and wholes. Hands-on experiences with objects and quantities provide an early 
foundation for addition and subtraction as students begin to recognize that quantities can 
be combined, separated, and compared.  
 
Through play, centers and collaborative problem solving, students practice observing 
carefully, explaining their thinking, and listening to the mathematical ideas of others. 
Rather than just developing their early math skills, TK students develop the habits that will 
support them as they move into Kindergarten: curiosity, confidence, perseverance, and a 
willingness to explore more than one way to solve a problem. 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students develop foundational number sense through the Illustrative 
Mathematics curriculum and a variety of hands-on, play-based experiences. Students 
investigate "how many?" questions, count collections, and study the relationship between 
numerals and quantities. Students also begin exploring geometry by identifying and 
describing two-dimensional shapes in their environment. They compare shapes based on 
attributes such as sides and corners, and experiment with combining shapes to create 
larger designs. Kindergarteners deepen their understanding of how numbers can be 
composed, decomposed, and compared. They explore multiple ways to make a number, 
developing flexibility and a growing understanding of the relationships between quantities.  
Counting, patterns, sequencing, and place value continue to be reinforced through daily 
routines, while experiences such as the 100th Day of School give students an opportunity 
to apply their growing number sense in meaningful and celebratory ways. 



 
This early place value work gives students a foundation for understanding the structure of 
our base-ten number system. Students continue to practice addition and subtraction while 
using increasingly efficient strategies to represent and solve problems. They broaden their 
geometric thinking by exploring both two- and three-dimensional shapes, describing their 
attributes, comparing shapes, and composing larger forms from smaller pieces. They also 
begin comparing measurable attributes such as weight and capacity, using observation and 
direct comparison to reason about quantities. Mathematics connects naturally to science 
as students collect and interpret weather data, while experiences with Spanish and art 
provide additional opportunities to explore numbers, shapes, and mathematical language in 
new contexts. By the end of Kindergarten, students have developed a strong foundation in 
number sense, addition and subtraction, early place value, geometry, measurement, and 
mathematical problem solving. Kindergartners can demonstrate the habits of noticing 
carefully, explaining their reasoning, and approaching unfamiliar problems with curiosity 
and confidence. 
 
First Grade 
First graders deepen their understanding of addition and subtraction by exploring the 
relationships between operations and solving a variety of story problems. They learn to 
identify important information, represent problems with drawings and equations, and 
utilize strategies that make sense to them. They build fluency with addition and 
subtraction by using a variety of strategies, including visual models, number relationships, 
and equations. Students also begin working with data by collecting, representing, and 
interpreting information. Through charts, graphs, and hands-on investigations, students 
learn how data can be organized and used to answer questions about the world around 
them.  Students explore geometry and time by identifying and describing shapes, 
composing and comparing figures, and developing an understanding of how to tell and 
represent time in meaningful contexts. 
 
First graders enjoy hands-on activities to learn how to measure objects, represent 
measurements, and solve problems involving length within 120 units. These experiences 
help students understand how measurement is used to describe and compare the world 
around them. Through partner conversations and collaborative activities, students build 
confidence in sharing their mathematical reasoning and learning from the strategies of 
others.  
 
As the year concludes, students apply their number sense, problem-solving strategies, and 
mathematical reasoning to real-world situations. They increasingly demonstrate 
mathematical habits of curiosity, perseverance, and communication as they grow 
into independent problem solvers.  



 
Second Grade 
Second graders apply their mathematical knowledge to real-world situations by solving 
one- and two-step story problems involving measurement, estimation, and comparison. 
They find unknown numbers in equations, and use the relationship between addition and 
subtraction to reason through problems. They also collect, organize, and interpret data 
using picture graphs, bar graphs, and tables, developing the ability to analyze information, 
identify patterns, and communicate their findings. They use multiple modes of units and 
represent data on line plots, developing the ability to collect, organize, analyze, and 
communicate mathematical information. 
 
As students expand their understanding of place value, they add and subtract within 1,000 
using flexible strategies, visual models, and written methods. Second graders explore two- 
and three-dimensional shapes by identifying attributes, drawing shapes with specific 
characteristics, and composing new shapes from smaller pieces. They develop an 
understanding of fractions by partitioning shapes into equal parts and describing halves, 
thirds, and fourths as parts of a whole. 
 
Students strengthen their ability to apply mathematics to everyday situations as they learn 
to tell and write time and solve real-world money problems. Second graders are 
introduced to the foundations of multiplication and division through the study of equal 
groups, even and odd numbers, and arrays.  
 
Throughout the year students develop a deeper understanding of why mathematical 
strategies work by composing and decomposing numbers, explaining their reasoning, and 
connecting concrete models to more efficient methods.  
 
Third Grade 
Third graders develop a strong conceptual foundation for multiplication. They expand their 
understanding of multiplication through the study of area, learning that area represents 
the number of square units needed to cover a shape. By connecting addition, 
multiplication, and visual models, students develop strategies for finding the area of 
rectangles and more complex figures made from combined rectangles. These experiences 
help students see the connection between mathematical concepts and real-world 
applications. Students also interpret and represent data using scaled picture graphs and 
bar graphs, strengthening their ability to analyze information and draw conclusions. They 
use rounding to estimate, solve one- and two-step word problems, and evaluate whether 
their solutions are reasonable. 
 



Students explore the relationship between multiplication and division by solving problems 
involving equal groups and learning that these operations are connected. Addition and 
subtraction skills continue to grow as students solve increasingly complex problems 
involving multiple operations. Through diagrams, models, and hands-on representations, 
students develop an understanding of fractional parts, generate equivalent fractions, and 
compare fractions using reasoning and visual strategies. These experiences help students 
move beyond viewing fractions as pieces of a whole and begin to understand fractions as 
quantities with numerical value. 
 
Third graders explore measurement concepts by collecting and representing data on line 
plots, including measurements involving halves and fourths. They estimate and solve 
problems involving length, time, liquid volume, and weight while applying addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division strategies in meaningful contexts. Students 
deepen their understanding of geometry by analyzing attributes of two-dimensional 
shapes and exploring perimeter as the distance around a figure. They find perimeters, 
determine unknown side lengths, and apply their understanding of measurement to real-
world situations. 
 
Fourth Grade 
Students expand their knowledge of place value by working with whole numbers through 
1,000,000 and decimals through hundredths. They explore how digits represent different 
values within a number, compare and order numbers, and use estimation and rounding 
strategies to make sense of mathematical situations. These experiences strengthen 
students’ number sense and prepare them for increasingly complex computation. Through 
the study of factors, multiples, and multiplicative comparisons students examine 
relationships between quantities and build a deeper understanding of how numbers are 
connected. 
 
Students deepen their understanding of fractions by exploring equivalence and 
comparison, building a strong conceptual foundation for future work with fraction 
operations. As students extend their operations to fractions, they apply their 
understanding of number relationships to increasingly complex and abstract mathematical 
concepts. Fourth graders extend their place value knowledge to decimals by exploring 
tenths and hundredths, comparing decimal values, and making connections between 
fractions and decimals. Through models, number lines, and real-world examples, students 
develop a deeper understanding of how decimal values relate to the numbers they already 
know. 
 
Students explore geometry through the study of angles and two-dimensional shapes. They 
learn to measure and classify angles, analyze the attributes of shapes, and use their 



understanding of geometric properties to solve problems. Through hands-on 
investigations and mathematical reasoning, students recognize how shapes can be 
described, compared, and classified based on their characteristics. 
 
Fourth graders apply their learning across content areas through multi-step problem 
solving and real-world applications bringing together their understanding of place value, 
fractions, decimals, operations, and geometry to tackle problems that require reasoning, 
collaboration, and perseverance. These experiences help students develop the confidence 
and independence needed as they prepare for the challenges of mathematics in Village’s 
Upper Division classes. 
 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth graders extend their fraction understanding by applying strategies to solve problems 
involving fractional quantities. Through models and mathematical discussions, students 
develop a conceptual understanding of what it means to multiply fractions and connect 
visual representations to numerical methods. They deepen their understanding of the 
base-ten system by exploring patterns in place value and extending their knowledge to 
decimal operations. They investigate how the value of digits changes when multiplying and 
dividing by powers of ten and apply these patterns to solve problems with decimals. Fifth 
graders apply operations to solve meaningful problems, and make connections between 
different representations, including models, equations, and numerical strategies, while 
learning to select methods that best fit a given situation.  
 
Students explore volume, developing strategies for finding the volume of rectangular 
prisms and connecting multiplication concepts to real-world measurement situations. 
They investigate geometry on the coordinate plane by plotting points, describing locations, 
and using coordinates to represent and analyze shapes to understand how shapes can be 
described and transformed using precise measurements and relationships. 
 
As the year concludes, students apply their fifth grade mathematical knowledge through 
multi-step problem solving that integrates operations, fractions, decimals, measurement, 
and geometry. They continue developing mathematical independence by communicating 
their thinking, using precise mathematical language, and applying flexible strategies to 
increasingly complex problems. These experiences build the foundation for working 
confidently with fraction operations throughout fifth grade and beyond. 
 
Sixth Grade 
Sixth graders extend their understanding of numerical relationships, computation, and 
algebraic thinking, and develop a deeper understanding of how numbers are represented, 
compared, and manipulated while making connections between concrete models, visual 



representations, and abstract methods. Building a foundation for algebraic reasoning, they 
explore the meaning of variables and develop the ability to explain how and why different 
strategies work. 
 
They work with positive and negative numbers, ratios, scaling, and proportional reasoning 
and learn how rational numbers are used to describe real-world situations. Through 
scenarios, tables, diagrams, and equations, students explore how two quantities are 
connected and use these relationships to solve problems. Students then extend their 
understanding of proportional relationships by studying unit rates and percentages. 
As the year progresses, sixth graders are introduced to increasingly complex problems to 
apply their understanding of fractions, geometry, and data analysis. Students strengthen 
their ability to make sense of fractional quantities, connect operations to meaningful 
situations and apply geometric reasoning to real-world situations. Students analyze 
shapes, calculate measurements, and use formulas and models to understand how 
measurements describe two- and three-dimensional figures. These experiences help 
students recognize the connections between spatial reasoning, measurement, and 
mathematical modeling. Students also study data sets and distributions, learning how to 
analyze, represent, and interpret data in order to draw conclusions. They explore patterns, 
variability, and the ways data can be used to communicate information.  
 
Sixth graders develop independence as mathematicians by analyzing mathematical 
relationships, selecting appropriate strategies, and communicating their reasoning. By 
connecting abstract concepts to real-world applications, students strengthen their 
mathematical modeling skills and build the foundation for future work with proportional 
reasoning, algebra, and advanced problem solving. 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts 
Village School Transitional Kindergarten uses the Letterland curriculum, while K-4th grade 
uses the Arts and Letters curriculum. Our Upper Division Language Arts program follows a 
middle school model based around novel study and close reading techniques.  
 
Transitional Kindergarten:  
TK students begin developing foundational literacy skills through the Letterland program, 
which introduces letters and sounds through engaging characters, stories, and hands-on 
experiences. Students build phonological awareness by listening carefully to sounds in 
spoken words, identifying beginning sounds, and exploring how sounds work together to 
create language. Through songs, poems, and stories, students explore rhyming words and 
the playful nature of language while strengthening vocabulary and listening skills, and 
developing a deeper appreciation for the sounds and structure of language. 
 
Students begin applying their phonics skills more independently as they read simple 
decodable words and patterned sentences. They practice stretching out words, identifying 
the sounds they hear, and using phonetic spelling to represent their ideas in writing. 
Students deepen their understanding of short vowel sounds and use their knowledge of 
letter-sound relationships to decode and build simple words. Sight word knowledge is 
practiced by recognizing, reading, and writing common “snap words” found in classroom 
texts and everyday print.  
 
Students begin applying their letter and sound knowledge to read and write simple words. 
Through blending activities, they learn to combine individual sounds to read simple 
decodable words and begin using these same strategies when writing. Students develop 
early writing skills through letter formation and fine motor practice. Using a variety of 
tools and materials, students practice forming letters with attention to directionality, 
control, accuracy, spacing, and control. They also explore the rhythm and patterns of 
language through rhyming songs, poems, and stories. By identifying and creating rhyming 
words, students strengthen their listening skills and expand their vocabulary. 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students master the foundational skills needed to become confident readers, 
writers, and communicators by exploring guiding questions. For example, the guiding 
question “What makes the world fascinating?” encourages Kindergartners to build 
knowledge about different places, cultures, and environments around the globe. Through 
literary and informational texts, maps, and atlases, students “travel” to different regions of 
the world while learning how people, animals, and communities are connected. Students 
practice gathering information from multiple sources, developing vocabulary, comparing 
ideas across texts, and using evidence to form and share their own opinions. 







 


