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IMPORTANT DATES
S e p t  2 5 :  H o m e c o m i n g  F o o t b a l l  G a m e

S e p t .  2 6 :  H o m e c o m i n g  D a n c e  7  p . m .  @

W H S  C a f e t e r i a

O c t .  5 :  B O E  w o r k  s e s s i o n  @  W W

O c t .  8 :  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

O c t .  8 :  F o o d  F o r  A m e r i c a  F F A  @  L C

F a i r g r o u n d s  ( 4  g r a d e  &  F F A )t h

O c t .  9 :  N E O E A  D a y  ( N o  S c h o o l )

O c t .  1 5 :  S e n i o r  N i g h t  V o l l e y b a l l

O c t .  1 6 :  S e n i o r  N i g h t  F o o t b a l l

O c t .  2 0 :  B O E  b u s i n e s s  s e s s i o n  @  W H S

O c t .  2 5 :  T r u n k  o r  T r e a t  @  L i n d l e y  

O c t .  2 6 :  S e n i o r  N i g h t  S o c c e r

O c t .  3 0 :  E n d  o f  m a r k i n g  p e r i o d  1

N o v .  2 :  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D a y  ( N o  S c h o o l )

N o v .  1 2 :  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  ( S c h o o l  i n  s e s s i o n )

N o v .  1 3 :  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

( N o  S c h o o l  a t  W e s t w o o d  &

M c C o r m i c k ) .  W H S  h a s  s c h o o l .  

WELCOME BACK
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  F a m i l i e s ,

T h e  O h i o  S c h o o l  R e p o r t  C a r d  i s  a n  a n n u a l  m e a s u r e  t h a t  t h e

s t a t e  u s e s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  s u c c e s s e s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  a r e a s  f o r

i m p r o v e m e n t  w i t h i n  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  t e l l  t h e

w h o l e  s t o r y .  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s  a r e

r e i n v e n t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o  g i v e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a

s c h o o l  t h a t  h e l p s  e a c h  o f  o u r  D u k e s  u n l o c k  t h e i r  f u l l e s t

p o t e n t i a l  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  l i v e  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e y  e n v i s i o n  f o r

t h e m s e l v e s .  

A s  a  d i s t r i c t ,  w e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a  s u p p o r t i v e  c o m m u n i t y

a n d  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f  w h o  w i l l  d o  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  t o  m a k e  t h i s

v i s i o n  a  r e a l i t y .  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  m e a s u r e  e v e r y  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  w e

c a n  h a v e  o n  o u r  s t u d e n t s '  l i v e s ,  b u t  O h i o  S t a t e  T e s t  s c o r e s  a n d

a t t e n d a n c e  r a t e s  a r e  c o n c r e t e  p o i n t s  w e  c a n  l o o k  t o .  T w o  y e a r s

a g o ,  w e  s t a r t e d  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  W e l l i n g t o n

s c h o o l s .  W e  s t a r t e d  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  a  w h o l e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

t e a m ,  b u t  w e  q u i c k l y  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  d o  t h e

m o s t  g o o d  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  T o  d o  s o ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e d  w e  n e e d e d

t o  m a k e  m o n u m e n t a l  c h a n g e s  t o  o u r  c u r r i c u l u m ,  s t a f f i n g ,  a n d

p r o g r a m m i n g  s o  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  t a k e  f u l l  a d v a n t a g e  o f

e v e r y t h i n g  W e l l i n g t o n  h a s  t o  o f f e r .              C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2
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F o r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  r e a c h e d  o u r  p o t e n t i a l .  T h e  d i s t r i c t ’ s  s c o r e s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d

n e a r  t h e  s t a t e  a v e r a g e  o n  m o s t  m e a s u r e s .  5 0 %  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  c a r d  i s  b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  h o w  o u r

s t u d e n t s  p e r f o r m  o n  t h e  e n d - o f - s c h o o l - y e a r  O h i o  S t a t e  T e s t s .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  5 0 %  i s  b a s e d

o n  s u p p o r t i n g  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  E a r l y  L i t e r a c y  m e a s u r e s ,  G r a d u a t i o n  R a t e s ,  C o l l e g e ,  C a r e e r ,

W o r k f o r c e ,  &  M i l i t a r y  R e a d i n e s s  ( C C W & M R ) ,  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  G a p  C l o s i n g .  

T e s t  s c o r e s  a r e  t h e  e a s i e s t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  b u t  t h e y  w o n ' t  i m p r o v e  o v e r n i g h t  u n l e s s  w e

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  f a c t o r s  a n d  b u i l d  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  o u r  p r a c t i c e s .  O n  o u r  d i s t r i c t ’ s

m o s t  r e c e n t  r e p o r t  c a r d ,  t h e  t e s t  s c o r e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  A c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  P r o g r e s s

r e m a i n e d  f l a t ,  b u t  G r a d u a t i o n  a n d  C C W & M R  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  3  t o  a  4 ,  C h r o n i c  A b s e n t e e i s m

d r o p p e d ,  a n d  G a p  C l o s i n g  r o s e  f r o m  a  2  t o  a  4 .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  r a i s e d

i t s  o v e r a l l  s c o r e  f r o m  a  3  t o  a  4 ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  a r e  e x c e e d i n g  s t a t e  s t a n d a r d s .  

O u r  e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t a k i n g  h o l d ,  a n d  w e

a r e  t r e n d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  w e  c o n t i n u e  o u r  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  a n d

a d d  i n  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  l o w e r  e l e m e n t a r y  c l a s s  s i z e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  c l a s s

p a t h w a y s ,  t e s t  s c o r e s  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  i n c r e a s e  t o o .  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  a n d  t r u s t .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  w o r k

w e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  a n d  t o  t h e  n e x t  p h a s e s  o f  o u r  p r o g r e s s i o n .  I  a m  e x c i t e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  o u r

v i s i o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  r e a l i t y ,  a n d  w i t h  y o u r  h e l p ,  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s  w i l l

b e  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w e  a l l  k n o w  i t  c a n  b e .  

 

 - A n d y  P e l t z  
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W e  i n c r e a s e d  D u k e  T i m e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  e n r i c h m e n t  a n d

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  s c h o o l  c u l t u r e  s o  o u r  k i d s  f e l t  s a f e

a n d  c a r e d  f o r ,  a n d  b u i l t  c o u r s e  p a t h w a y s  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  i d e n t i f y

t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  t a k e  c l a s s e s  t h a t  b u i l d  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r e s  t h e y

w a n t .  C h a n g e  i s  h a r d ,  a n d  r e s u l t s  a r e  o f t e n  s l o w ,  b u t  w e  k n e w  t h a t

s h i f t i n g  h o w  w e  e d u c a t e d  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  r a i s e  a t t e n d a n c e  r a t e s

a n d  t e s t  s c o r e s  o v e r  t i m e .  W i t h  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  O h i o

S c h o o l  R e p o r t  C a r d ,  s u b t l e  b u t  m e a n i n g f u l  g r o w t h  h a s  b e g u n  t o

e m e r g e .
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MS. GLASURE’S CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
September Focus: Vocabulary

V o c a b u l a r y  i s  a  k e y  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  r e a d i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  a s  s t u d e n t s  

c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t e x t  b e y o n d  t h e  w o r d s  t h e y  k n o w .  T h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

r e a d i n g  s h o w s  t h a t  w h i l e  d e c o d i n g  e n a b l e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d  w o r d s  

a c c u r a t e l y ,  v o c a b u l a r y  k n o w l e d g e  i s  w h a t  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o  m a k e  m e a n i n g  

f r o m  t e x t .  

V o c a b u l a r y  g r o w s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h r o u g h  e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d  e x p o s u r e  i n  m e a n i n g f u l

c o n t e x t s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  u s e  w o r d s  t h r o u g h  s p e a k i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  a n d  w r i t i n g .  B e c a u s e

v o c a b u l a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  c u m u l a t i v e ,  i n t e n t i o n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  a c r o s s  a l l  g r a d e s  a n d  c o n t e n t

a r e a s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s u p p o r t  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  t e x t s .  

V o c a b u l a r y  A c t i v i t i e s  a t  S c h o o l
O u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  S c i e n c e  o f  R e a d i n g ,  a  r e s e a r c h - b a s e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t e a c h i n g

s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  r e a d .  M a n y  o f  o u r  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a l s o  c o m p l e t e d  L E T R S — L a n g u a g e  E s s e n t i a l s  f o r

T e a c h e r s  o f  R e a d i n g  a n d  S p e l l i n g — a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  f o c u s e d  o n

b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h r o u g h  t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  t e a c h e r s  l e a r n  p r a c t i c a l ,  c l a s s r o o m -

r e a d y  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s ’  l a n g u a g e  a n d  r e a d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O n e  s u c h  s t r a t e g y  i s

t h e  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  R o u t i n e  f o r  I n t r o d u c i n g  a  N e w  V o c a b u l a r y  W o r d ,  w h i c h  h e l p s  s t u d e n t s

u n d e r s t a n d ,  u s e ,  a n d  r e m e m b e r  n e w  w o r d s .  ( C l i c k  o n  t h e  L i n k  t o  s e e  t h e  r o u t i n e . )

V o c a b u l a r y  A c t i v i t i e s  F a m i l i e s  C a n  D o  a t  H o m e
1 .  W o r d - o f - t h e - D a y  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  ( A l l  G r a d e s )

C h o o s e  o n e  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r d  e a c h  d a y  ( f r o m  a  b o o k ,  s c h o o l  a s s i g n m e n t ,  n e w s  a r t i c l e ,  o r

c o n v e r s a t i o n ) .

H o w  t o  d o  i t :

S a y  t h e  w o r d  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  i t  m e a n s .

U s e  i t  i n  a  s e n t e n c e  t o g e t h e r .

A s k  y o u r  c h i l d  t o  u s e  t h e  w o r d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  d a y .

G r a d e  a d j u s t m e n t s :

K – 2 :  U s e  p i c t u r e s ,  a c t  o u t  t h e  w o r d ,  o r  c o n n e c t  i t  t o  s o m e t h i n g  f a m i l i a r .

3 – 5 :  D i s c u s s  s y n o n y m s ,  a n t o n y m s ,  a n d  e x a m p l e s / n o n - e x a m p l e s .

6 – 1 2 :  A s k  h o w  t h e  w o r d  m i g h t  b e  u s e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  s c i e n c e ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  o r  m a t h .

2 .  R e a d ,  S t o p ,  a n d  T a l k  ( A l l  G r a d e s )

W h e n  r e a d i n g  t o g e t h e r  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  p a u s e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  u n f a m i l i a r  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r d s .

H o w  t o  d o  i t :

A s k ,  “ W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h i s  w o r d  m e a n s ? ”

G i v e  a  s i m p l e ,  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  r e s t a t e  t h e  s e n t e n c e  u s i n g  t h e  w o r d .

G r a d e  a d j u s t m e n t s :

K – 2 :  F o c u s  o n  e v e r y d a y  w o r d s  a n d  r e p e a t e d  e x p o s u r e .

3 – 5 :  E n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  w o r d  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w o r d s .

6 – 1 2 :  D i s c u s s  h o w  t h e  w o r d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g  o r  t o n e  o f  t h e  t e x t .

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZiPenW-To4_W8vD5w5EuRoHafb2A5JxD/view
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I t  h a s  b e e n  a  b u s y  s u m m e r  w i t h  p r o j e c t s .  W e  w e r e  a b l e  t o

c r e a t e  s p a c e  f o r  3  n e w  c l a s s r o o m s  a t  W e s t w o o d  f o r  o u r

K i n d e r g a r t e n ,  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  g r a d e s .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t h a t

t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  g r o w i n g  a n d  f i n d i n g  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l

c l a s s r o o m s  w a s  a  g o o d  p r o b l e m  t o  h a v e .  W e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  b e

c r e a t i v e  a n d  d o  a l l  t h e  w o r k  i n  h o u s e  o n  a  b u d g e t  u n d e r

$ 1 5 , 0 0 0 .

W e  w i l l  b e  a d d i n g  s o m e  n e w  d i s t r i c t  s i g n a g e  t h a n k s  t o  a

g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n !  W e  w i l l  h a v e  a  n e w  W e l l i n g t o n  B o a r d  o f

E d u c a t i o n  s i g n  a t  W e s t w o o d  s o  o u r  v i s i t o r s  c a n  l o c a t e

t h e  b o a r d  o f f i c e  m o r e  e a s i l y .  W e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a d d i n g  2  n e w

s i g n s  a t  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e l p i n g  o u r  v i s i t o r s

n a v i g a t e  o u r  p a r k i n g  l o t s  a n d  a t h l e t i c  e n t r a n c e s .

O u r  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  f o r e c a s t  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  i n  A u g u s t .  

O u r  r e v e n u e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e m a i n  f l a t  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l

y e a r s  d u e  t o  r e c e n t  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e f o r m  w h i l e  o u r  e x p e n s e s

a r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c r e a s e ,  o u t p a c i n g  o u r  r e v e n u e .

W e  a r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e g i n  d e f i c i t  s p e n d i n g  i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 2 8 .

TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY
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P e t e  B a i l e y ,  T r e a s u r e r

( 4 4 0 )  6 4 7 - 7 9 7 9

p b a i l e y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e

s c h o o l s . o r g
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M c C o r m i c k  s t u d e n t s

u s e d  t h e i r  c r e a t i v i t y  t o

d r a w  p o s i t i v e  m e s s a g e s

o u t s i d e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s c h o o l .  
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W e  h a v e  b e e n  f i s c a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  w i t h  o u r

s p e n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2  y e a r s ,  f i n d i n g  w a y s  t o  r e d u c e  c o s t s .

O u r  t o t a l  e x p e n s e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  t o  a  1 %  a n d  1 . 4  %  i n c r e a s e

o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2  y e a r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  K e e p i n g  o u r  t o t a l

e x p e n d i t u r e s  v i r t u a l l y  f l a t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2  y e a r s  w i l l  a l l o w  u s

t o  f i n a n c e  p r o j e c t s  t o  a d d r e s s  o u r  d i s t r i c t  n e e d s  w h i l e  s t i l l

m a i n t a i n i n g  a  h e a l t h y  c a s h  b a l a n c e  t h r o u g h  2 0 3 0 .   

- P e t e  B a i l e y

TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY

SEPTEMBER 2026 I   VOL 7 ISSUE 1

P e t e  B a i l e y ,  T r e a s u r e r

( 4 4 0 )  6 4 7 - 7 9 7 9

p b a i l e y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e

s c h o o l s . o r g
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Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services

S c h o o l  B r e a k f a s t
T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s c h o o l  b r e a k f a s t  c a n ' t  b e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d !  

D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  w h o  e a t  a  b a l a n c e d

b r e a k f a s t  s h o w  i m p r o v e d  t e s t  s c o r e s ,  a t t e n d a n c e ,  a n d  b e h a v i o r ?

B r e a k f a s t  i s  s e r v e d  d a i l y  i n  e a c h  s c h o o l  c a f e t e r i a  f r o m  

7 : 3 0  -  8 : 0 0  a . m .  

I f  y o u r  s t u d e n t ( s )  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  f r e e  o r  r e d u c e d  -  p r i c e  l u n c h ,  t h e y  a l s o  q u a l i f y

f o r  f r e e  o r  r e d u c e d  -  p r i c e  b r e a k f a s t .  N o  a d d i t i o n a l  p a p e r w o r k  n e e d e d !  

M e a l  P a y m e n t  O p t i o n s
I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  m e a l  p a y m e n t s  o n l i n e ,  k e e p  t r a c k  o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  o r

c o m p l e t e  t h e  f r e e  a n d  r e d u c e d  -  p r i c e  m e a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o n l i n e ,  s i g n  u p  f o r  a n

a c c o u n t  o n  P a y  S c h o o l s  C e n t r a l  t o d a y !  ( w w w . P a y s c h o o l s C e n t r a l . c o m )  

 

Y o u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  w e b s i t e  i n  y o u r  b r o w s e r ,  o r  d o w n l o a d  t h e  

P a y S c h o o l s  C e n t r a l  M o b i l e  a p p !   P l e a s e  r e m e m b e r ,  u n p a i d  m e a l  b a l a n c e s  

m u s t  b e  p a i d  i n  f u l l .  

T o  v i e w  o u r  d a i l y  m e n u s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  w w w . m y s c h o o l m e n u s . c o m ,  ( c l i c k  h e r e )  o r

d o w n l o a d  t h e  m o b i l e  a p p !  

R e m e m b e r  t o  t u r n  i n  y o u r  f r e e  a n d  r e d u c e d  -  p r i c e  m e a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s !  A  n e w

a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  n e e d e d  e v e r y  s c h o o l  y e a r .  T u r n  t h e m  i n  b e f o r e  O c t o b e r  1 4 t h  t o

e n s u r e  n o  l a p s e  i n  b e n e f i t s .  
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NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
W e l c o m e  b a c k !  

S c h o o l  B r e a k f a s t ,  F r e e  &  R e d u c e d  M e a l  
A p p l i c a t i o n s  &  M e a l  P a y m e n t s

http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
http://www.myschoolmenus.com/
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/


I f  y o u  h a v e  a  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  W e s t w o o d ,  M c C o r m i c k ,  o r  t h e

H i g h  S c h o o l  p l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  t h i s  f o r m  i f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r

c h i l d / c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v i n g  a  f o o d  b a g  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  t o  f u l f i l l

f o o d  s e c u r i t y  n e e d s .  

T h e  b a g  w o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  o n  T h u r s d a y ' s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f

t h e  d a y  d i s c r e t e l y  a n d  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  2  e a c h  o f  b r e a k f a s t ,  l u n c h ,

d i n n e r ,  a n d  s n a c k s .  T h e  f o o d  b a g  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  a t  N O

C O S T  t o  y o u .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  w e  c a n  N O T  c u s t o m i z e  f o o d  b a g s .

W e  a p o l o g i z e  t h a t  w e  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  p a s t  s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o  s i g n

u p  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r .   I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :

f o o d s e c u r i t y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e s c h o o l s . o r g

C o m p l e t e  t h e  s u r v e y  h e r e .
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NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

W e e k e n d  F o o d  B a g  N e w s

P l e a s e  w e l c o m e  M r s .  S e a r i g h t !   S h e  i s

o u r  n e w  G i f t e d  C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  s e r v e s

t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  a n d  K e y s t o n e  s c h o o l

d i s t r i c t s .   W e l c o m e ,  M r s .  S e a r i g h t !

C o n t a c t :

H e a t h e r  S e a r i g h t

G i f t e d  C o o r d i n a t o r

h s e a r i g h t @ e s c l c . o r g

( 4 4 0 )  3 2 4  5 7 7 7  x 1 1 3 5

M e e t  o u r  n e w  G i f t e d  C o o r d i n a t o r !

mailto:foodsecurity@wellingtonvillageschools.org
https://forms.gle/LM6pxpJCWm3mjwd38
https://forms.gle/LM6pxpJCWm3mjwd38


WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  S t u d e n t s  a n d  F a m i l i e s ,

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7  s c h o o l  y e a r !  I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  

e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  I  w e l c o m e  b o t h  o u r  r e t u r n i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  

t h o s e  w h o  a r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e .

A t  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a  s a f e ,  

w e l c o m i n g ,  a n d  e n g a g i n g  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  h a s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

t o  s u c c e e d .  O u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

s u m m e r  p r e p a r i n g  c l a s s r o o m s ,  r e f i n i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  p l a n n i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  l e a r n i n g

e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  w i l l  c h a l l e n g e ,  i n s p i r e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o

p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  t o  e n s u r e  e a c h  s t u d e n t  r e a c h e s  t h e i r  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  a c a d e m i c a l l y ,

s o c i a l l y ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y .  

T h i s  y e a r ,  I  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .  A t t e n d

s c h o o l  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c l u b s ,  a t h l e t i c s ,  f i n e  a r t s ,  a n d  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r

a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u i l d  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

a v a i l a b l e .  S o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e a n i n g f u l  h i g h  s c h o o l  m e m o r i e s  a r e  m a d e  o u t s i d e  t h e

c l a s s r o o m ,  a n d  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s ,

c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s h i p s .

F a m i l i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o n e  o f  o u r  g r e a t e s t  p a r t n e r s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  Y o u r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  p l a y  a n  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  y o u r  s t u d e n t ' s  s u c c e s s .  W e

e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s t a y  c o n n e c t e d  t h r o u g h  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e ,  a n d  s o c i a l

m e d i a  a c c o u n t s .  A s  w e  b e g i n  a n o t h e r  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  l e t  u s  a l l  c o m m i t  t o  t r e a t i n g  o n e

a n o t h e r  w i t h  k i n d n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  a  s c h o o l  c u l t u r e  w h e r e  A L L

s t u d e n t s  f e e l  v a l u e d ,  s u p p o r t e d ,  a n d  i n s p i r e d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  e n t r u s t i n g  u s  w i t h  y o u r  s t u d e n t ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  I t  i s  t r u l y  a  p r i v i l e g e  t o  s e r v e

t h e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  o f  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l .  I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a n

i n c r e d i b l e  y e a r  f i l l e d  w i t h  l e a r n i n g ,  g r o w t h ,  s c h o o l  s p i r i t ,  a n d  s u c c e s s .

C h e c k  t h e  W H S  w e b s i t e  a n d  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  f o r  m y  m o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t

d a t e s  a n d  e v e n t s .   L e t ' s  m a k e  t h e  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7  s c h o o l  y e a r  o n e  t o  r e m e m b e r .  

G o  D u k e s !

S h y l a  U r b a n
P r i n c i p a l
W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l                                      
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What’s Up Wellington
Newsletter

What’s Up Wellington
Newsletter

https://app.smore.com/n/xrdbc-what-s-up-wellington?ref=email
https://app.smore.com/n/xrdbc-what-s-up-wellington?ref=email
https://app.smore.com/n/xrdbc-what-s-up-wellington?ref=email
https://app.smore.com/n/xrdbc-what-s-up-wellington?ref=email


MARCHING BAND NEWS
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O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 t h ,  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  M a r c h i n g  B a n d

c o m p e t e d  i n  C l a s s  C  a t  t h e  O M E A  L o u i s v i l l e  B a n d  C o m p e t i t i o n

c a l l e d  " M u s i c  i n  M o t i o n . "  

B a n d  D i r e c t o r  M r .  P o p e  i s  p r o u d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e d  f i r s t

p l a c e  i n  o u r  d i v i s i o n  A N D  w e r e  a w a r d e d  b e s t  p e r c u s s i o n  s e c t i o n

i n  o u r  d i v i s i o n !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  P l e a s e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  a  m a r c h i n g  b a n d  m e m b e r  w h e n  y o u  s e e  o n e  a n d

e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  a s  w e  a r e  g e a r i n g  t o  c o m p e t e  a g a i n  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0 t h  a t  A v o n  L a k e  H i g h

S c h o o l !   T h a n k s  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t !  G O  D U K E S !

CONGRAT
ULATIONS

!
CONGRAT

ULATIONS
!



Page 10

SEPTEMBER 2026 I   VOL 7 ISSUE 1WESTWOOD NEWS



(Back row-left to right) Jessica Kuczynski (Intervention Specialist Grades 2 and 3) , Cassidy Zacharyasz (Kindergarten Teacher),
Amanda Sikora (Longterm Substitute-Grade 2), Kara Cetti (paraprofessional Grade 2), Matthew Dietrich (Music Teacher)

(Front row-left to right) Heather Kincer (paraprofessional) Julianna Farr (3rd Grade Teacher), 
Claudia Gulan (2nd Grade Teacher), Cora Neura (2nd Grade Teacher)
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WELCOME!WELCOME!WELCOME!

Dear Westwood Family,

Welcome to a new school year at Westwood Elementary! We are excited to begin another year of learning, growth, and
discovery with our students and families. At Westwood, we believe that every school year is filled with opportunities to build
confidence, develop new skills, and create lasting memories.

We look forward to partnering with you to provide meaningful academic and social experiences that inspire a lifelong love of
learning. Together, we can help every child reach their full potential. Your involvement makes a tremendous difference, and we
value the important role you play in your child’s success.

One of the best ways to support learning at home is by reading with your child each day, encouraging them to read to you, talking
about their day, and listening to their ideas and stories. These simple moments strengthen learning, build connections, and help
children thrive both in and out of the classroom.

Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education. We are honored to be part of their journey and are committed to making
this a positive, successful, and memorable school year. If you have questions or need support, please reach out—we are here to
help.
We can't wait to see all that our Westwood students will accomplish this year. Let's make it a fantastic year together!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Kimberley Milks PRINCIPAL MILK’S NEWSLETTERPRINCIPAL MILK’S NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL MILK’S
NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL MILK’S
NEWSLETTER

https://app.smore.com/n/s179v
https://app.smore.com/n/s179v
https://app.smore.com/n/s179v
https://app.smore.com/n/s179v
https://app.smore.com/n/s179v
https://app.smore.com/n/s179v


M e e t  S p e c i a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s ,  D a n  R a h m :
M y  n a m e  i s  D a n  R a h m  a n d  I  a m  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  

f o r  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  

I t  i s  m y  p l e a s u r e  t o  s e r v e  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  f a m i l i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  I  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  i n  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  I  s t a r t e d  m y  c a r e e r  a s  a  

p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i t h  t h e  P o s i t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  a n d  h a v e  

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  T e a c h e r  a n d  b u i l d i n g  p r i n c i p a l  

i n  L o r a i n  C o u n t y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  

T h e  o v e r a r c h i n g  g o a l  o f  t h e  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,

f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  s t a f f  t o  g i v e  a l l  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  b e

s u c c e s s f u l  a c r o s s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s e t t i n g s .  I  a m  h o n o r e d  t o  b e  a  D u k e  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e

W e l l i n g t o n  c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  w i t h  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r

c o n c e r n s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  h a v e  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  c h i l d .  P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r

n e w s  a n d  u p d a t e s .  I  w i s h  y o u  a l l  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  s c h o o l  y e a r .   G o  D u k e s !

M e e t  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  P a t t i e  R o u s h :
H e l l o !  M y  n a m e  i s  P a t t i e  R o u s h  a n d  I  a m  t h e  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  

C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s .  I  l i v e  i n  

W e l l i n g t o n  w i t h  m y  h u s b a n d ,  t w o  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o u r  2  d o g s .  

I  l o v e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  I  r e s i d e  i n !  I  h a v e  m y  

B a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  i n  E l e m e n t a r y  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  m y  M a s t e r s  

d e g r e e  i n  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n .  I  h a v e  t a u g h t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  g r a d e s  

a n d  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  I  a m  e x c i t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  

c o m m u n i t y !  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ,  s t u d e n t s  

a n d  s t a f f  t o  m a k e  s u r e  A L L  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l .   

W e l c o m e  M r s .  B o y d !
M r s .  B o y d  h a s  b e e n  a t  W e l l i n g t o n  f o r  1 1  y e a r s  a n d  i s  n o w  t a k i n g  

o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  S e c r e t a r y .   W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  

h a v e  M r s .  B o y d  a n d  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  W e l l i n g t o n  s t u d e n t s  i n  

o u r  o f f i c e  m a k i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t .   T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  h e r e !  
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-  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

-  G i f t e d  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

-  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  L e a n e r s

( E L L )  S e r v i c e s

-  E n r o l l m e n t  a n d  R e g i s t r a t i o n

-  A t t e n d a n c e  a n d  T r u a n c y

-  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t  S e r v i c e s

-  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  S e r v i c e s

-  C h i l d  F i n d

-  A D A  S e c t i o n  5 0 4  C o m p l i a n c e

-  S p e e c h  a n d  L a n g u a g e  S e r v i c e s

-  O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y

S e r v i c e s

-  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  S e r v i c e s

-  A u d i o l o g y  a n d  V i s i o n  S e r v i c e s

-  O r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  M o b i l i t y

-  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i c s

S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  F a c i l i t a t e s :

Click here to visit the Student Services website!

S e p t e m b e r  i s  a t t e n d a n c e  a w a r e n e s s  m o n t h  i n  O h i o !
T a k e  t h e  S t a y  i n  t h e  G a m e  P l e d g e !  

B y  s i g n i n g  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  p l e d g e ,  y o u  a r e  c o m m i t t i n g  t o  s h o w i n g  

u p  t o  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y  r e a d y  t o  l e a r n .  S i g n  t h e  p l e d g e  o n l i n e  h e r e .

S t u d e n t  P l e d g e
B e c a u s e  a t t e n d i n g  c l a s s  p r e p a r e s  m e  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  s c h o o l  a n d  i n  l i f e .  

I f  I  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  r e g u l a r l y ,  I  k n o w  I  c a n  l e a r n  t o :

R e a d  w e l l  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i r d  g r a d e

G r a d u a t e  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l

C h o o s e  t h e  c a r e e r  f o r  m e

C h o o s e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o r  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  I  n e e d  t o  h e l p  m e  

      b e  w h a t  I  w a n t  t o  b e

I  p r o m i s e  t o  s h o w  u p  t o  s c h o o l  e a c h  d a y  r e a d y  t o  l e a r n ,  a n d  d o  w h a t e v e r  

I  c a n  t o  i m p r o v e  m y  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  h e l p  m y  f r i e n d s  g e t  t o  s c h o o l ,  t o o .

P a r e n t  P l e d g e :
I  p l e d g e  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  i n  m y  l i f e  s h o w  u p  t o  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y  

r e a d y  t o  l e a r n ,  t o  k e e p  l e a r n i n g  m y s e l f ,  a n d  t o  d o  w h a t  I  c a n  

t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  i n  O h i o  i n c r e a s e  a t t e n d a n c e .

  

https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/services/student-services
https://stayinthegame.org/pledge/
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TikTok: WellingTok
Instagram: dukes_k12
Instagram Athletics: 
wellington_dukes_athletics
YouTube: Search: WEVSD

L e t ’ s  b e  f r i e n d s !  
“ L i k e ”  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k :

W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s

W e s t w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

M c C o r m i c k  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  

W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l

W e l l i n g t o n  F r i e n d s  o f  T h e a t e r
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STAY INFORMED!

Follow your child(s) Class Dojo app 
for class specific information.  

https://www.facebook.com/WEVSD/
https://www.facebook.com/westwooddukes/
https://www.facebook.com/westwooddukes/
https://www.facebook.com/McCormickMiddle/
https://www.facebook.com/McCormickMiddle/
https://www.facebook.com/WHSDUKES/
https://www.facebook.com/WHSDUKES/
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonFOT/
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3 0  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  

T r i c i a  F a r r  ( M c C o r m i c k )

C a t h y  K u r t z  ( W e s t w o o d )

L i s a  P i t t s  ( W e s t w o o d )

2 5  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :

R o g e r  S a s a c k  ( W H S )

1 5  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  

L i n d s e y  H a m i s f a r  ( M c C o r m i c k )

1 0  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  

R o b e r t  R o n s k y  ( M c C o r m i c k )

J o h n  B o w m a n  ( D i s t r i c t )

B r i a n n e  B u r c l  ( W e s t w o o d )

T r a c e y  F e r o n  ( W H S )

M o r g a n  P i l g r i m  ( W e s t w o o d )

S u s a n  S o u h r a d a  ( W H S )

5  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  

W e n d y  S h i v a k  ( M c C o r m i c k )

C a i t l i n  H a r t l e y  ( M c C o r m i c k )

A n d r e a  H e l t o n  ( D i s t r i c t )

E m i l y  M e d v e s  ( D i s t r i c t )

S a l l y  N o r r i s  ( D i s t r i c t )

R o b e r t  W i l l i a m s  ( W e s t w o o d )

A l l i s o n  Z i t e k  ( W e s t w o o d )

G r a n t  H u m p h r e y s  ( M c C o r m i c k )

B a r b a r a  H i l l  ( D i s t r i c t )

D a n i e l l e  B o c k m o r e  ( W e s t w o o d )

2 0  Y e a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  

P a u l a  S t a f f e l d  ( M c C o r m i c k )

M i c h a e l  M i l l e r  ( M c C o r m i c k )

H o l l y  H o s a c k  ( M c C o r m i c k )
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INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

Welcome! 

M r .  L a p o s k y  i s n ’ t  “ n e w ”  t o  W e l l i n g t o n ,  b u t  

h e  m o v e d  f r o m  M c C o r m i c k  t o  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l

a n d  i s  t e a c h i n g  h i s t o r y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  

s o c i o l o g y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y .  

 

M r .  J .  H o w e l l s  a l s o  i s n ’ t  “ n e w ”  t o  

W e l l i n g t o n ,  b u t  h e  i s  i n  a  n e w  r o l e  a s  t h e  

W H S  G u i d a n c e  C o u n s e l o r .   C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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AROUND OUR DISTRICT



Page 23

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
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Welcome Ms. Fisher, 
McCormick Drama Club Advisor!

Emily Fisher is so excited to be joining the Wellington Theater
team as the new director/adviser for McCormick!  A 2017
graduate of Amherst-Steele High School and a lifelong theater 
kid at heart, over the last eight years Emily has been on the
production staff for the Lorain High School drama club, 
Sandstone Summer Theatre, and MAD* Factory Theatre Company.  

Her special interest is costumes, props, and set design, but she also
loves performing and directing.  She can't wait to bring her love for
both theater and encouraging students of all ages to Wellington!

Welcome Mr. Craig, 
WHS Drama Club Advisor!

Alex Craig joins Wellington High School as the new Drama Advisor
& Director, bringing 15 years of directing experience and 24 years
of performing experience to the program. 

Over the years, Alex has worked with a variety of theater and
school programs, including Lorain County Children’s Pioneer
Theatre, TrueNorth Cultural Arts, Olde Towne Hall Theatre,
Northwood Middle School, Eastern Heights Middle School, and
North Ridgeville High School.

Some of Alex’s favorite directing credits include The SpongeBob Musical and Mary Poppins with Lorain
County Children’s Pioneer Theatre, as well as Moana Jr. at Eastern Heights Middle School. Favorite acting
credits include William Barfée in The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, the Voice of the Plant in Little
Shop of Horrors, and Emmett in Legally Blonde. Alex was also honored as the Broadway World Cleveland
Performer of the Decade in 2020.

Outside of the classroom and rehearsal hall, Alex enjoys sharing a love of theatre through the podcast 
"I Can’t, I Have This Podcast" and bringing people together as a karaoke host.  Alex is excited to join the
Wellington High School community and looks forward to inspiring students, building confidence, and 
creating memorable theatre experiences together. 

WELCOME to our Lindley family, Ms. Fisher and Mr. Craig! 
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2026/27 Officer team: 
President - Morgan Denes
Vice President - Max Hook 

Secretary - Katherine Stannard
Reporter - Tyler Burns

Treasurer - Nicholas Sword  
Sentinel - Madelyn Kohler

Student Advisor - Daisy Bockmore
Historian - Reece Leiby

Parliamentarian - Maci Burns
Chaplin - Kelsey Urig

The WHS FFA team will work with
Firelands, Black River & JVS FFA

chapters on October 8 at the
Lorain County fairgrounds for 
“Food For America day.” Fourth

grade students from Lorain County
schools (including Wellington)

enjoy learning about agriculture
from high school FFA students!  

This awesome group of FFA members did an outstanding job representing 
Wellington as well as Ohio at the Big E FFA Regional competition on September 
19th in West Springfield, Massachusetts.  The Big E is a premier agricultural competition that brings
together high school students from across the Northeast United States. 

The Ag Technology and Mechanics team of Tyler Burns, Morgan Denes, Max Hook, and Nicholas Sword
placed 2nd in the regional competition. Individually Max placed 4th and Nicholas placed 3rd. 
Next stop, Indianapolis for the National competition in October!  Great work! 

THE BIG E COMPETITION IN WEST SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS!



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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VARSITY FOOTBALL



FALL 2026 SPORTS TEAMS
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JR HIGH FOOTBALL



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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CHEER



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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BAND

GoGo
Dukes!Dukes!



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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VOLLEYBALL

GoGo
Dukes!Dukes!



FALL 2026 JR. HIGH SPORTS TEAMS
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VOLLEYBALL

GoGo
Dukes!Dukes!



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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SOCCER 



FALL 2026 WHS & JR HIGH SPORTS TEAMS
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CROSS COUNTRY



FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
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GOLF



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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J a m e s  W a c k e r  w o n  t h e  L C 8

t o u r n a m e n t  a t  E a g l e  C r e e k

o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 ,  w a y  t o  g o !

W e l l i n g t o n  f i n i s h e d  s e c o n d

p l a c e  a s  a  t e a m ,

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !

A l l  L e a g u e  s e l e c t i o n s :

1 s t  t e a m :  J a m e s  W a c k e r  a n d

H a y d e n  D a v i s o n

2 n d  t e a m :  Z a c h a r y  K e h l

J a m e s  W a c k e r  w i n s  t h e  L C 8  t o u r n a m e n t !

CONGRATULATIONS !



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 2 t h ,  S e n i o r  C o u r t n e y  K r o s s e  e a r n e d  h e r  1 0 0 0 t h  a s s i s t  i n  h e r  

c a r e e r  a s  a  s e t t e r  f o r  t h e  L a d y  D u k e s  w h i l e  p l a y i n g  a t  E d i s o n  H i g h  S c h o o l .

C o u r t n e y  b e c o m e s  j u s t  t h e  f i f t h  s e t t e r  i n  s c h o o l  h i s t o r y  t o  s u r p a s s  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t !

C o u r t n e y  w i l l  h a v e  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  a t  s e t t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ’ s  a l l - t i m e  r e c o r d  b y  t h e  

t i m e  s h e  g r a d u a t e s .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  C o u r t n e y !

 C o u r t n e y  K r o s s e  E a r n s  1 , 0 0 0  A s s i s t s  i n  V o l l e y b a l l !

P h o t o  C r e d i t :  C a r r i e  A b b e y  P h o t o g r a p h y



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  C a r r i e  A b b e y  P h o t o g r a p h y



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  R u s s  G i f f o r d  P h o t o g r a p h y



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  S a r a h  G e r k e n ,  

R u s s  G i f f o r d



FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
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P h o t o  C r e d i t :  S a r a h  G e r k e n

We are thankful for Mapleton soccer
student-athletes for joining our 

Dukes girl’s soccer team! 
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	THIS ISSUE
	WELCOME BACK

	LETTER FROM DR. PELTZ, SUPERINTENDENT
	CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
	We increased Duke Time activities to provide more enrichment and intervention, strengthened our school culture so our kids felt safe and cared for, and built course pathways to help students identify their strengths and take classes that build toward the futures they want. Change is hard, and results are often slow, but we knew that shifting how we educated our students would raise attendance rates and test scores over time. With the release of the 2025-26 Ohio School Report Card, subtle but meaningful growth has begun to emerge.
	For the past decade, we have not reached our potential. The district’s scores have remained near the state average on most measures. 50% of the report card is based solely on how our students perform on the end-of-school-year Ohio State Tests. The remaining 50% is based on supporting factors such as Early Literacy measures, Graduation Rates, College, Career, Workforce, & Military Readiness (CCW&MR), and most importantly, Gap Closing.
	Test scores are the easiest to understand, but they won't improve overnight unless we strengthen the supporting factors and build consistency in our practices. On our district’s most recent report card, the test score measurements of Achievement and Progress remained flat, but Graduation and CCW&MR increased from 3 to a 4, Chronic Absenteeism dropped, and Gap Closing rose from a 2 to a 4. Additionally, Wellington High School raised its overall score from a 3 to a 4, which means that we are exceeding state standards.
	Our efforts to improve the educational experience for our students are taking hold, and we are trending in the right direction. We believe that if we continue our current efforts and add in new initiatives such as lower elementary class sizes and differentiated class pathways, test scores will inevitably increase too.
	Thank you for your continued support and trust. We look forward to continuing the work we have started and to the next phases of our progression. I am excited to see that our vision will become a reality, and with your help, Wellington Exempted Village Schools will be the district we all know it can be.
	-Andy Peltz
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	Vocabulary Activities at School
	Vocabulary Activities Families Can Do at Home
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	McCormick students used their creativity to draw positive messages outside the building at the beginning of school.
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	TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
	A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY
	It has been a busy summer with projects. We were able to create space for 3 new classrooms at Westwood for our Kindergarten, second and third grades. We are excited that
	the district is growing and finding space for the additional classrooms was a good problem to have. We were able to be creative and do all the work in house on a budget under $15,000.
	We will be adding some new district signage thanks to a generous donation! We will have a new Wellington Board of Education sign at Westwood so our visitors can locate
	the board office more easily. We will also be adding 2 new signs at the high school with information helping our visitors navigate our parking lots and athletic entrances.
	Our current financial forecast was submitted in August.
	Our revenue is expected to remain flat over the next several years due to recent property tax reform while our expenses are projected to continually increase, outpacing our revenue. We are projected to begin deficit spending in fiscal year 2028.
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	Pete Bailey, Treasurer
	(440) 647-7979
	pbailey@wellingtonvillage
	schools.org
	Page 5
	Page 4


	TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
	A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY
	We have been fiscally responsible and conservative with our spending over the last 2 years, finding ways to reduce costs. Our total expenses have been held to a 1% and 1.4 % increase over the last 2 years respectively. Keeping our total expenditures virtually flat over the last 2 years will allow us to finance projects to address our district needs while still maintaining a healthy cash balance through 2030.
	-Pete Bailey

	NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

	Welcome back!
	School Breakfast, Free & Reduced Meal
	Applications & Meal Payments
	School Breakfast
	The importance of school breakfast can't be underestimated!
	Did you know that statistically, students who eat a balanced breakfast show improved test scores, attendance, and behavior? Breakfast is served daily in each school cafeteria from

	Meal Payment Options
	If you want to make meal payments online, keep track of transactions, or complete the free and reduced - price meal application online, sign up for an account on Pay Schools Central today! (www.PayschoolsCentral.com)
	You can visit the website in your browser, or download the
	PaySchools Central Mobile app!  Please remember, unpaid meal balances
	must be paid in full.
	To view our daily menus, please visit www.myschoolmenus.com, (click here) or download the mobile app!
	Remember to turn in your free and reduced - price meal applications! A new application is needed every school year. Turn them in before October 14th to ensure no lapse in benefits.


	NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
	Weekend Food Bag News
	If you have a student attending Westwood, McCormick, or the High School please fill out this form if you are interested in your child/children receiving a food bag over the weekend to fulfill food security needs.
	The bag would be provided to students on Thursday's at the end of the day discretely and would include 2 each of breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks. The food bag program will be provided at NO COST to you. Please note that we can NOT customize food bags. We apologize that we are unable to do this at this time.
	If you have signed up for past school years, you will need to sign up again this year.  If you have any questions please contact:
	foodsecurity@wellingtonvillageschools.org
	Complete the survey here.


	Meet our new Gifted Coordinator!
	Please welcome Mrs. Searight!  She is our new Gifted Coordinator and serves the Wellington and Keystone school districts.  Welcome, Mrs. Searight!
	Contact:
	Heather Searight
	Gifted Coordinator
	hsearight@esclc.org
	(440) 324 5777 x1135
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	WELLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
	Dear Wellington High School Students and Families,
	Welcome to the 2026–2027 school year! It is with great
	excitement that I welcome both our returning students and
	those who are joining the Wellington High School family for the
	first time.
	At Wellington High School, we are committed to providing a safe,
	welcoming, and engaging learning environment where every student has the opportunity to succeed. Our outstanding teachers and staff have been working throughout the summer preparing classrooms, refining instruction, and planning meaningful learning experiences that will challenge, inspire, and support every student. We look forward to partnering with families to ensure each student reaches their full potential academically, socially, and emotionally.
	This year, I encourage every student to become involved in our school community. Attend school consistently, participate in clubs, athletics, fine arts, and extracurricular activities, build positive relationships, and take advantage of the many opportunities available. Some of the most meaningful high school memories are made outside the classroom, and being involved is one of the best ways to develop leadership skills, confidence, and lifelong friendships.
	Families continue to be one of our greatest partners in education. Your encouragement, communication, and support play an essential role in your student's success. We encourage you to stay connected through our newsletters, school website, and social media accounts. As we begin another school year, let us all commit to treating one another with kindness and respect as we continue to build a school culture where ALL students feel valued, supported, and inspired.
	Thank you for entrusting us with your student's education. It is truly a privilege to serve the students and families of Wellington High School. I am looking forward to an incredible year filled with learning, growth, school spirit, and success.
	Check the WHS website and Facebook page for my monthly newsletter with important dates and events.  Let's make the 2026–2027 school year one to remember.

	Go Dukes!
	Shyla Urban
	Principal
	Wellington High School
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	CONGRATULATIONS!
	MARCHING BAND NEWS
	On September 19th, the Wellington High School Marching Band competed in Class C at the OMEA Louisville Band Competition called "Music in Motion."
	Band Director Mr. Pope is proud to share that we received first place in our division AND were awarded best percussion section in our division!
	Congratulations! Please congratulate a marching band member when you see one and encourage them as we are gearing to compete again on October 10th at Avon Lake High School!  Thanks again for your ongoing support! GO DUKES!
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	WESTWOOD NEWS

	WELCOME!
	PRINCIPAL MILK’S NEWSLETTER
	(Back row-left to right) Jessica Kuczynski (Intervention Specialist Grades 2 and 3) , Cassidy Zacharyasz (Kindergarten Teacher), Amanda Sikora (Longterm Substitute-Grade 2), Kara Cetti (paraprofessional Grade 2), Matthew Dietrich (Music Teacher)
	(Front row-left to right) Heather Kincer (paraprofessional) Julianna Farr (3rd Grade Teacher),
	Claudia Gulan (2nd Grade Teacher), Cora Neura (2nd Grade Teacher)
	Dear Westwood Family,
	Welcome to a new school year at Westwood Elementary! We are excited to begin another year of learning, growth, and discovery with our students and families. At Westwood, we believe that every school year is filled with opportunities to build confidence, develop new skills, and create lasting memories.
	We look forward to partnering with you to provide meaningful academic and social experiences that inspire a lifelong love of learning. Together, we can help every child reach their full potential. Your involvement makes a tremendous difference, and we value the important role you play in your child’s success.
	One of the best ways to support learning at home is by reading with your child each day, encouraging them to read to you, talking about their day, and listening to their ideas and stories. These simple moments strengthen learning, build connections, and help children thrive both in and out of the classroom.
	Thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education. We are honored to be part of their journey and are committed to making this a positive, successful, and memorable school year. If you have questions or need support, please reach out—we are here to help.
	We can't wait to see all that our Westwood students will accomplish this year. Let's make it a fantastic year together!
	Sincerely,
	Mrs. Kimberley Milks

	PRINCIPAL MILK’S NEWSLETTER
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	STUDENT SERVICES UPDATE

	Meet our Staff!
	Meet Special Director of Student Services, Dan Rahm:
	My name is Dan Rahm and I am the Director of Student Services
	for the Wellington Exempted Village School District.
	It is my pleasure to serve our students, staff, and families
	throughout our community. I have been employed in public
	education for over twenty years. I started my career as a
	paraprofessional with the Positive Education Program and have
	experience as a Special Education Teacher and building principal
	in Lorain County public school districts.
	The overarching goal of the Student Services department is to support our students, families, and staff to give all of our students the support and skills they need to be successful across a variety of settings. I am honored to be a Duke and part of the Wellington community. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have regarding your child. Please continue to visit our website for news and updates. I wish you all a wonderful and successful school year.  Go Dukes!

	Meet Special Education Coordinator, Pattie Roush:
	Hello! My name is Pattie Roush and I am the Special Education
	Coordinator for Wellington Exempted Village Schools. I live in
	Wellington with my husband, two children and our 2 dogs.
	I love working in the community I reside in! I have my
	Bachelors degree in Elementary Education and my Masters
	degree in Special Education. I have taught a variety of grades
	and populations and I am excited to serve the Wellington
	community! I look forward to working with families, students
	and staff to make sure ALL students receive the appropriate
	instruction and support to be successful.
	Welcome Mrs. Boyd!
	Mrs. Boyd has been at Wellington for 11 years and is now taking
	on the role of Student Services Secretary.  We are excited to
	have Mrs. Boyd and her experience with Wellington students in
	our office making a positive impact.  Thank you for being here!

	Student Pledge
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	AROUND OUR DISTRICT

	STAY INFORMED!
	Let’s be friends!
	“Like” us on Facebook:
	Wellington Exempted Village Schools
	Westwood Elementary School
	McCormick Middle School
	Wellington High School

	TikTok: WellingTok
	Instagram: dukes_k12
	Instagram Athletics:
	wellington_dukes_athletics
	YouTube: Search: WEVSD


	STAFF SERVICE RECOGNITION!
	30 Years of Service:
	Tricia Farr (McCormick)
	Cathy Kurtz (Westwood)
	Lisa Pitts (Westwood)

	25 Years of Service:
	Roger Sasack (WHS)

	20 Years of Service:
	Paula Staffeld (McCormick)
	Michael Miller (McCormick)
	Holly Hosack (McCormick)

	15 Years of Service:
	Lindsey Hamisfar (McCormick)

	5 Years of Service:
	Wendy Shivak (McCormick)
	Caitlin Hartley (McCormick)
	Andrea Helton (District)
	Emily Medves (District)
	Sally Norris (District)
	Robert Williams (Westwood)
	Allison Zitek (Westwood)
	Grant Humphreys (McCormick)
	Barbara Hill (District)
	Danielle Bockmore (Westwood)

	10 Years of Service:
	Robert Ronsky (McCormick)
	John Bowman (District)
	Brianne Burcl (Westwood)
	Tracey Feron (WHS)
	Morgan Pilgrim (Westwood)
	Susan Souhrada (WHS)
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	INTRODUCING, NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

	Welcome!
	Mr. Laposky isn’t “new” to Wellington, but
	he moved from McCormick to the high school and is teaching history, psychology,
	sociology and financial literacy.
	Mr. J. Howells also isn’t “new” to
	Wellington, but he is in a new role as the
	WHS Guidance Counselor.  Congratulations!
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	FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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	FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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	FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL PICS!
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	AROUND OUR DISTRICT
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	PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
	Welcome Ms. Fisher,
	McCormick Drama Club Advisor!
	Emily Fisher is so excited to be joining the Wellington Theater team as the new director/adviser for McCormick!  A 2017 graduate of Amherst-Steele High School and a lifelong theater
	kid at heart, over the last eight years Emily has been on the production staff for the Lorain High School drama club,
	Sandstone Summer Theatre, and MAD* Factory Theatre Company.
	Her special interest is costumes, props, and set design, but she also loves performing and directing.  She can't wait to bring her love for both theater and encouraging students of all ages to Wellington!

	Welcome Mr. Craig,
	WHS Drama Club Advisor!
	Alex Craig joins Wellington High School as the new Drama Advisor & Director, bringing 15 years of directing experience and 24 years of performing experience to the program.
	Over the years, Alex has worked with a variety of theater and school programs, including Lorain County Children’s Pioneer Theatre, TrueNorth Cultural Arts, Olde Towne Hall Theatre, Northwood Middle School, Eastern Heights Middle School, and North Ridgeville High School.
	Some of Alex’s favorite directing credits include The SpongeBob Musical and Mary Poppins with Lorain County Children’s Pioneer Theatre, as well as Moana Jr. at Eastern Heights Middle School. Favorite acting credits include William Barfée in The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, the Voice of the Plant in Little Shop of Horrors, and Emmett in Legally Blonde. Alex was also honored as the Broadway World Cleveland Performer of the Decade in 2020.
	Outside of the classroom and rehearsal hall, Alex enjoys sharing a love of theatre through the podcast
	"I Can’t, I Have This Podcast" and bringing people together as a karaoke host.  Alex is excited to join the Wellington High School community and looks forward to inspiring students, building confidence, and
	creating memorable theatre experiences together.

	WELCOME to our Lindley family, Ms. Fisher and Mr. Craig!
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	FFA NEWS - MEET THE OFFICER TEAM!
	2026/27 Officer team:
	President - Morgan Denes
	Vice President - Max Hook
	Secretary - Katherine Stannard
	Reporter - Tyler Burns
	Treasurer - Nicholas Sword
	Sentinel - Madelyn Kohler
	Student Advisor - Daisy Bockmore
	Historian - Reece Leiby
	Parliamentarian - Maci Burns
	Chaplin - Kelsey Urig
	The WHS FFA team will work with Firelands, Black River & JVS FFA chapters on October 8 at the Lorain County fairgrounds for
	“Food For America day.” Fourth grade students from Lorain County schools (including Wellington) enjoy learning about agriculture from high school FFA students!

	THE BIG E COMPETITION IN WEST SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS!
	This awesome group of FFA members did an outstanding job representing
	Wellington as well as Ohio at the Big E FFA Regional competition on September
	19th in West Springfield, Massachusetts.  The Big E is a premier agricultural competition that brings together high school students from across the Northeast United States.
	The Ag Technology and Mechanics team of Tyler Burns, Morgan Denes, Max Hook, and Nicholas Sword placed 2nd in the regional competition. Individually Max placed 4th and Nicholas placed 3rd.
	Next stop, Indianapolis for the National competition in October!  Great work!
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	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS

	VARSITY FOOTBALL

	Go
	Dukes!
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS TEAMS
	JR HIGH FOOTBALL

	Go
	Dukes!
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	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS

	CHEER
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	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
	BAND

	Go
	Dukes!
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	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS
	VOLLEYBALL

	Go
	Dukes!
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	FALL 2026 JR. HIGH SPORTS TEAMS
	VOLLEYBALL

	Go
	Dukes!
	Page 30
	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS

	SOCCER
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	FALL 2026 WHS & JR HIGH SPORTS TEAMS

	CROSS COUNTRY
	Go
	Dukes!
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	Go
	Dukes!
	FALL 2026 WHS SPORTS TEAMS


	GOLF
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	James Wacker wins the LC8 tournament!
	James Wacker won the LC8 tournament at Eagle Creek on September 18, way to go!
	Wellington finished second place as a team, congratulations!
	All League selections:
	1st team: James Wacker and Hayden Davison
	2nd team: Zachary Kehl



	CONGRATULATIONS!
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	Courtney Krosse Earns 1,000 Assists in Volleyball!
	On September 12th, Senior Courtney Krosse earned her 1000th assist in her
	career as a setter for the Lady Dukes while playing at Edison High School.
	Courtney becomes just the fifth setter in school history to surpass this achievement! Courtney will have a good chance at setting the school’s all-time record by the
	time she graduates. Congratulations Courtney!
	Photo Credit: Carrie Abbey Photography
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	Photo Credit: Carrie Abbey Photography
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	Photo Credit: Russ Gifford Photography
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	Photo Credit: Sarah Gerken,
	Russ Gifford
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	FALL 2026 SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
	Photo Credit: Sarah Gerken
	We are thankful for Mapleton soccer student-athletes for joining our
	Dukes girl’s soccer team!
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