For immediate release: September 8, 2026

Atlantic County Officials Launch Comprehensive "Back-to-School" Traffic Safety_
Initiative

Mays Landing, NJ—As thousands of students across Atlantic County prepare to return to
classrooms, the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office, in coordination with the Atlantic County Sheriff’s
Office and the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety Atlantic—Cape May Region, is launching
a comprehensive Back to School Safety Initiative to reinforce safe driving habits during peak school
zone travel hours. The initiative targets parents, teen drivers, school staff, and the broader
community, emphasizing that safe, responsible driving is essential to protecting children walking,
biking, and riding buses as the school year begins.

This year’s campaign arrives at a critical moment, following a summer marked by proactive
enforcement and education efforts across the county. Traffic officers—supported through the CARE
(County of Atlantic Reduction and Enforcement) Task Force—conducted ten enforcement and
outreach details between April and August 2026. These operations resulted in 978 traffic stops, 657
summonses, 7 vehicles towed, and 2 DUI arrests, focusing on behaviors most closely linked to
severe and fatal crashes, including speeding, distracted driving, and unsafe passing of school buses.
The initiative builds on this momentum, pairing enforcement with community wide education to reduce
preventable roadway injuries as school resumes.

Key Safety Priorities

» Driver Awareness: School arrival (7:00-9:00 a.m.) and dismissal (3:00-5:00 p.m.) remain the
highest risk windows for child pedestrian and bus stop activity.

» Speed Reduction: Lower speeds dramatically increase reaction time and reduce crash severity.

» Distraction Elimination: Mobile devices, invehicle screens, and multitasking continue to be leading
contributors to preventable roadway injuries.

Driver Safety Tips

« Stay alert—children are unpredictable near crosswalks, driveways, and bus stops.
 Slow down—obey posted school zone limits and prepare for crossing guards.

* Eliminate distractions—hands free is not distraction free.

» Stop for school buses—flashing red lights mean children are loading or unloading.
» Expect congestion—allow extra travel time during peak hours.

Pedestrian & Cyclist Safety for Students

» Use crosswalks and follow crossing guard instructions.

» Walk—don’t run—across intersections.

» Wear bright or reflective clothing to stay visible.

* Avoid texting or earbuds while crossing streets.

* Cyclists under 17 must wear a helmet under New Jersey law.
* Ride on the right, obey traffic signals, and use hand signals.



Bus Stop Safety

* Arrive early and stand back from the curb.
 Wait for the driver’s signal before crossing.
* Never walk behind the bus—stay in the driver’s line of sight.

Statement from Atlantic County Prosecutor William Reynolds

“Back to school season brings thousands of children onto our streets, sidewalks, and bus stops. Their
safety depends on the decisions drivers make behind the wheel. Our traffic officers worked tirelessly
throughout the summer to reduce dangerous driving behavior, and this initiative continues that
mission. By slowing down, staying alert, and eliminating distractions, we can prevent tragedies and
ensure every child arrives at school and returns home safely.”

Statement from Sheriff Joseph “Tokyo” O’Donoghue

“School is back in session, and that means more children, school buses, pedestrians, and young
drivers on our roads. I'm asking every driver in Atlantic County: slow down, stay alert, put the phone
away, and obey school-zone speed limits. Give our children the attention and protection they deserve.
From all of us at the Atlantic County Sheriff’'s Office, let’'s make getting to and from school safely our
number one priority. Slow down. Pay attention. Drive safely. Protect our kids.”

Statement from Christine Woltmann, Coordinator, Atlantic-Cape Highway Traffic Safety

“Traffic safety is a shared responsibility. As school resumes, vigilance in school zones becomes even
more critical. Our partnerships with Atlantic County law enforcement agencies strengthens
enforcement, education, and community outreach—reminding drivers that safe choices behind the
wheel protect our most vulnerable road users.”

Enforcement & Community Engagement
The Back to School Safety Initiative includes:

* Selective enforcement traffic details during peak schoolzone hours

* Public service announcements across digital and community platforms
 Social media safety messaging for families and commuters

* Increased school zone patrol visibility

 Continued CARE Task Force operations throughout the fall

About CARE

CARE (County of Atlantic Reduction and Enforcement) is a county wide task force initiated to address
the rise in fatal motor vehicle crashes in Atlantic County. It includes the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s
Office, the Atlantic County Association of Chiefs of Police, all 18 municipal police departments, the
Atlantic County Sheriff’'s Office, and the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. CARE’s
approach combines enforcement, public education, and outreach to address not just the symptoms of
traffic fatalities, but their root causes through awareness, prevention, and shared responsibility.

For additional information, please contact publicinformation@acpo.org.

For community engagement inquiries, please contact outreach@acpo.org.
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Join us

for one (or more) of our upcoming events!

Whether you come to campus or join us for a virtual event, we’re excited to talk with you
and introduce you to the people, programs and places that make Peddie special.

PEDDIE INFORMATION DISCOVER PEDDIE FALL PREVIEW
NIGHT October 8. 2026 October 17 or
September 15, 2026 ctober S, November 14, 2026
Online
In-person In-person
STUDENT INTERNATIONAL PARENT
PANEL STUDENT WEBINAR Q&A PANEL
November 4, 2026 December 12, 2026 January 6, 2026
Online Online Online

Learn more about each of these events and register today:

PEDDIE.ORG/ADMISSIONEVENTS




Cape May County
helps students get a jum
begin with an exploratory year
programs and get a better
pursue over their next three ye

beyond. Cape Tech is
succeed in college, a career, or bothl

Cape Tech offers hands-on learning
opportunities and real-world experiences

that prepare students for future careers with
its own state-of-the-art hotel, conference
center, and restaurant. Students also benefit
from enhanced learning environments

with career-focused experiences, such as
automotive and marine maintenance spaces,
an Esports Arena, College and Career Readiness
Center, Media Center, and Makerspace, along
with a new dock and updated boathouse to
support environmental studies.

Cape May County Technical High School

188 Crest Haven Rd. Cape May C
609.380.0200 pe May Court House, NJ 08210

Learn more and apply online at www.capemaytech.com

Technical High School
p start on their futures. All students
to sample all of our career
dea of what they may want to
ars of high school and

for any student with ambition to

ADMISSION
FACTS

1. CapeTechisa
school of choice;
any student in the county
is eligible to apply.

2. Admission is based on academic
transcripts and report cards,
attendance records, standardized
test scores, and a complete discipline
log/records.

3. Admission is granted on a rolling
basis.

4. Complete an online application at
www.capemaytech.com.

5. Schgdule a tour either online or by
calling (609) 380-0220 x 2031!

(£] Follow us on Facebook & Instagram



capet

CURRENT
PROGRAMS

Allied Medical Automotive
Mechanics Carpentry & Property
Management Coastal and Marine
Science Communication Arts Technology
Computer Technology Cosmetology
Culinary Arts & Hospitality Electrical
Trades Environmental Science &
Sustainability Future Educator
HVAC-R/Sustainable Energy Law & Public
Safety Marine Maintenance Powersports
Pre-Engineering Veterinary Science
Welding Technology

COMING SOON

Coast Guard JROTC Dental Assisting

ATHLETICS

Boys Basketball Girls Basketball

Boys Cross Country Girls Cross Country
Girls Soccer Boys Soccer Boys
Swimming  Girls Swimming Boys
Volleyball Girls Volleyball Cheerleading
Esports Golf Softball Baseball

Cape May County Technical High School

188 Crest Haven Rd. Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
609.380.0200

Learn more and apply online at www.capemaytech.com

Cape Tech programs focus on
the skills needed to succeed in
today’s workforce. And, newly
added programs - like the ones
highlighted here — are in

response to students’ interests
and the needs of

local and state

employers. This

means the jobs

are there for

our graduates!

LIFE AT CAPE TECH

Wondering what it’s like to be a student at Cape
Tech? Our students have the same experiences
they would at a traditional high school, but with
even more hands-on options!

Sports, clubs, hommecoming, prom, and more make
high school memorable for our students - but we
also give students the opportunity to dive into
career exploration. At Cape Tech, students learn by
doing in the classroom, through internships, and
events specific to the careers they are studying.

WHAT WILL
YOU CHOOSE?

[=:

Ol SCAN TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT
OUR PROGRAMS!

(£] Follow us on Facebook & Instagram



Cape May County Technical High School invites the entire family fo the annual Open House on
10/14 from 6PM — 8PM. Come see Tech in Action. Registration is not required.

_:_:_‘- £ £t

= o

NS0 ==
ni 3 I
I E |
|

s I

YOUR FUTURE YOUR CHOIC

Online Applications for the next school year 2027 — 2028 will be available
starting October 15, 2026.

Applications begin processing AFTER the 1st marking period of the school year.

Contact dvallefto@capemaytech.com or 609.380.0200 x2031
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NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART THEATRE OPENING SOON!

AICHARTERTECH
JCHARIERTECH

FILM * ANIMATION
MUSICAL THEATRE * DANGE
VOGAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
FINE ARTS

Scan for more info and social media

2026 OPEN HOUSE DATES
October 22 6 PM
December 1 6 PM

Currently accepting transfers
APPLY NOW!

@ 609-926-7694 www.chartertech.org 0 413 New Road Somers Point



LEADIN G A WORLD
0t CHANGE

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 25 ~ 1pm

Prc—rcgistration rcquircd.

-th & 8" GRADE SHADOW DAYS
Come spend a day as an OLMA Villager!

Visit website to register.

OUR LADY OF MERCY ACADEMY
1001 Main Road Newtield, NJ ~ (856) 697-2008 ~ olmanj.org
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Monday, For 7th & 8" Grade
October 26, 2026 6:00PM - 8:30PM Students and Their Families
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Visit each stop, complete




AUGUSTINE PREP

~ FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PREMIER SCHOOL IN NEW JERSEY
FOR YOUNG MEN IN GRADES 8-12

OV FN] HERMITS.COM/OPENHOUSE ]



MARGATE
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

AS PART OF MARGATE'S HALLOWEEN HAUNT & TREAT

FRIDAY, October 23rd
4pm 6pm @ Tighe School Fields

OO0 O

Costume Dunk Games & Food & Music &
Contest Tank Activities Treats Fun

JOIN US FOR THE | - . | GET YOUR TICKETS! [EEzies
-~ MORE FUN TO FOLLOW! & | <. g
gpoom SPRINT ’ ~ | Scanthe Venmo code [E%

Trunk or Treat + Haunted Hallway | or pay cash or Venmo

. s, ) t the door.
4:15 — GRADES 6-8 6-8 PM - Across the street at Tighe School parking lot i

= 4:30 — GRADES 3-5 Haunted Hallway tickets sold separately. ADVANCE TICKETS
4:45 — GRADES K-2 520/CHILD
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Get Ready. B Baosoetti

‘ - - hotor,
Picture Day is coming soon! r .cp otor.

TIGHE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Wednesday 9/30/26
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RIDES!

CASTAWAY COVE
3501 BOARDWALK
OCEAN CITY,NJ

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 3, 2026 o
RIDES OPEN AT 1:00 PM

‘ RAIN DATE:

¢4¢  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026
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UNLIMITED RIDES SUPPORT OUR A STRONGER SCHOOL
& ATTRACTIONS STUDENTS COMMUNITY

Enjoy a fun-filledday :  All proceeds benefit > Together we can create
at Castaway Cove Margate’s teachers . more opportunities for

with unlimited rides! and students. : every student.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MEF!

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

A
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MARGATE EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow.

CASTAWAY COVE TICKET ORDER FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN WITH PAYMENT

SATURDAY CASTAWAY COVE RAIN DATE:
OCTOBER 3, 2026 o 3501 BOARDWALK ‘, ¥ SUNDAY,
FROM 1:00 - 4:00 PM OCEAN CITY, NJ OCTOBER 4, 2026
STUDENT INFORMATION
Child's Name:
School:

Homeroom Teacher:

TICKET QUANTITY |
Number of wristbands: x $20 =§

PAYMENT METHOD  (please select one)

Check Cash Venmo

SR T O

Please make checks payable to: ;3:;1* b "‘-E

Margate Education Foundation (MEF) ;;g’f@{a%mr 1=
TSRS
e

Return this form and payment to your child's ‘%% G

school in a sealed envelope labeled Scan to Pay

“MEF - Castaway Cove.” If paying via Venmo, please include the following

information in the payment notes so tickets can
be distributed accurately.

Child's Name | School | Homeroom Teacher

IMPORTANT: Tickets will be distributed at school prior to the event.
Please make sure all information above is complete and accurate.
Questions? Email MEF@margateschools.org

Invest Today. Inspire Tomorrow:
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