
Welcome 
to the 
Upper 
School
New Family Orientation, 
August 2026



Our Mission
Through excellence in education, Charlotte 

Country Day School develops the potential of 
each student by fostering intellectual curiosity, 
principled character, ethical leadership, and a 

responsibility to serve. 



Nidhi McVicar
Head of Upper School



Upper 
School 
Student Life
Natalie Hutchinson
Dean of Students

Brendan Cole
Dean of Students



Program Goals

• Foster relationships with 
students so they feel seen, 
heard, and valued

• Create an environment of  
positive and meaningful 
experiences 

• Advance opportunities for 
students to grow as leaders



Class Dean 
Structure

Brendan Cole

Dean of Students, 9th Grade Class Dean

Vicky Waldthausen 

10th Grade Class Dean

Tameka Woodard

11th Grade Class Dean

Natalie Hutchinson

Dean of Students, 12th Grade Class Dean



Student Life:
 Class Retreats    Service Learning
 Student Clubs    Diversity Awareness Forum: 
 Spirit Week    7 Affinity Groups & Clubs 
 Morning Meetings & Assemblies 



Important Policies
• Affirmation of  Community

• Attendance 

• Dress Code

• Cell Phones



Attendance
• If  students have a free period first or last 

block, they may arrive at 9:00 or leave at 
2:05. They must still sign in/out.

• If  a student has a planned absence from 
school, student contacts all teachers & 
advisor; parent/caregiver contacts Ms. 
Carey.

• If  a student is out sick, late, or needs to 
leave early, parent/caregiver contacts Ms. 
Carey.

• Students who miss 10 classes in any one 
subject area, will receive a letter home. 
Students who miss 15 classes may lose 
course credit.

• peggy.carey@charlottecountryday.org or 

 704-943-4670





Cell Phones
• Cell phone use is not permitted 
indoors

• If  used indoors, cell phones will 
be turned into the US Office

• Students may retrieve them at 
3:15



Upper 
School 
Counselors

Samantha Bosco
Director of Counseling, US 
(M-Z)

Mallika Rajan
Upper School Counselor (A-L)





Confidentiality and Protecting Student Safety

Confidentiality exceptions — privacy may be broken in the 
following situations:

Student is or may be 
in imminent danger

Student expresses a 
desire to harm 

themselves or others

Student is 
experiencing sexual, 

physical, or emotional 
abuse*

Counselor 
is subpoenaed by a court 

of law

Counselors default to upholding and respecting student 
confidentiality except in specific situations



Advisory 
Program

• Weekly meetings- 
community building, 
intentional conversations, 
academic support

• Ninth-grade experience: 18 
advisors in the cohort that 
meet regularly to address 
common concerns specific 
to the 9th-grade experience

• Advisory grades 10-12: 
multi-grade level 
experience

• Expectations of Advisor: 
Communicate, Connect, 
Monitor, Support, Advocate

• Primary point of contact



Tanya Andrysiak
 Upper School Director of Studies



Transitions…

• New students in grades 
9-11

• Students new to high 
school

• Students new to Country 
Day

• Students new to 
Charlotte

• Students returning to 
Charlotte/Country Day

• Students new to North 
Carolina

• Students new to the 
United States

• All can find great options 
in our Academic Program!



Likely a part of those transitions…

• The first few weeks may seem overly easy or overly difficult.

• If work is taking too long (or isn’t happening at all?)
• Talk with your child about the process and product
• Reach out to the advisor for clarification

• Have your child show you what they have learned
• They can log in to their Microsoft Surface
• They can show you OneNote and Canvas
• They can show you the planner



Focus on Skills

• Students asking for help and clarification is common here – it 
shows investment, not weakness.

• Self-advocacy is a crucial life skill. Strike a good balance 
between being involved and allowing your child to take ownership 
of their own experience. 

• Process is an important part of learning, not just producing a final 
product. Be careful of “fixing” things for the outcome and missing 
the process!

• Establish regular routines at home. 



The Student Planner



The Student Planner
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Important Dates (in the planner!)

August
• Class Retreats
• Yearbook photos 

September
• Add/Drop ends
• All-School Convocation
• Back-to-School Night
• 1st set of Progress Reports

October
• Last dates to drop courses
• Pre-ACT/PSAT
• Spirit Week
• Faculty Work Day (no classes)
• Midterm Grades and 

Comments



Also in the 
planner…

Note:
• No students may take 

exams early.
• Specific course dates 

will be posted. “History 
2” correlates with 
specific classes, not a 
level or a 2nd History 
class.

• Please do not schedule 
departure for vacation 
prior to 12/19 or 5/27!



For more information…

Reach out to 
your child's 
advisor

1
Check the 
weekly memo

2
Check 
Bucsnet

3



We’re 
Ready!
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