
314	 Supporting Across Contexts
Behavioral Observation Data Sheet

Student’s name: 
Person filling out this form: 
Date: 	 Student’s age: 
Behavior: how is the student acting? Describe in measurable terms. 
Examine antecedents: what in the environment might be causing inappropriate behaviors?
When does the behavior usually occur? 

Where does the behavior usually occur?

What is usually happening when the behavior occurs?

Who is in the environment when the behavior occurs?

Examine function: what might the student be trying to communicate?
  does the student want attention?
  does the student want to tell you something?
  does the student want a particular piece of equipment?
  does the student want to be with a particular friend?
  does the student not want to do the activity?
  does the student need to go to the bathroom?
  does the student want to escape the situation?
  is the student angry?
  is the student frustrated?
  is the student in pain or discomfort?
  does the student need help with something?
  other possible reasons:

Examine selected negative consequences: check the selected negative consequences, and explain how the student reacted to them.

Consequence Reaction
  received angry look
  teacher moved closer to student
  received verbal warning
  received verbal reprimand
  told to tell peer he or she was sorry
  told to clean up mess
  lost equipment privileges
  changed partner or group
  given a time-out
  received physical assistance
  was physically restrained
  was sent to principal
   other

Suggestions for plan: 

A Teacher’s Guide to Adapted Physical Education: Including Students with Disabilities in Sports and Recreation, Fourth Edition,  
by Martin E. Block. Copyright © 2016 by Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 

Figure 19.3.  Behavioral observation data sheet. (Source: Bambara et al., 2015.)


