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Distribution of Surveys
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Gifted Programming Redefined Summary

Parent Surveys 
were conducted 
through Thought 
Exchange

Most feedback and 
engagement came 
from families in the 
3-8 grade band

Families are most 
interested in BCPS 
offering robust 
Gifted Programming 
with transportation
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Breakdown of Participation

* A student may be Gifted eligible, but the parent is electing not to participate in gifted programming.

1103 YES
95%

56 NO*
5%

# of participants - 1159

YES

NO
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Breakdown of Participation: What is your School Level?

639 ELEMENTARY SCHOOL …

56 MIDDLE SCHOOL …

278 HIGH SCHOOL …

58 COMBINATION OR CENTER …

# of participants - 1159

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

COMBINATION OR
CENTER SCHOOL
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Breakdown of Participation: What is your School Level?

}



124

Survey indicates that Grades 3-8 have a strong

 interest in a Gifted Academy

One Gifted Academy per Region

School Choice Option for grades 3-8

Targeted Professional Learning hub for that 
Region
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Are you interested in having your child attend a Gifted Academy 

that is not located at your assigned home or current school?

203 YES 19%

178 NO 16%

400 NOT SURE 36%

319 PREFER TO REMAIN 

AT HOME SCHOOL 29%

CHANGING LOCATION

YES

NO

NOT SURE

PREFER TO REMAIN AT HOME
SCHOOL

# of participants 1100



If transportation were not offered, would you consider

Enrolling your child in a Gifted Academy?
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513 YES
49%543 NO

51%

Would consider a Gifted Academy without Transportation

YES

NO

# of participants 1056



Importance of Extracurricular Activities or Clubs Offered

127

509 Extremely 51%

363 Somewhat 36%

97 Neutral 10%

20 Not very 2% 9 Not at all 1%
Importance of extracurricular

activities or clubs offered

Extremely Important

Somewhat Important

Neutral

Not Very Important

Not Important At All



Preferred Method of Future Communication

128

886 Email 92%

255 Parent Mtgs/Sessions

26%

203 Web/Socials

21%

118 Parent Link/

Robocalls 12%

77 Board Mtgs/

Workshops 8%

60 Other 6%

Prefer communications through what avenue(s)

Email

Parent Meetings/Info Sessions

Website/Social Media

Broward Parent Link/Robocalls

Board Meetings/Workshops

Other



What do you like about the Gifted Program at your Current School?
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679 Strong

Academics 71%

645 Dedicated

Teachers 67%

549 Supportive

Environment 57%
319 Extracurriculars

33%

751 Location/

Convenience 78%

563 Friends/Social

Connections 58%

368 Parental

Involvement 38%

50 Other 5%

What do you like about the Gifted Program at your current school?

Strong Academics

Dedicated Teachers

Supportive Environment

Extracurricular Activities

Location/Convenience

Friends/Social Connections

Parental Involvement

Other



Gifted Redefining Options to be Considered 
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Regional Gifted Academies

•Open 3 new regional Gifted Academies (North-
Central-South: location determined through 
Redefining sites)

• School Choice Application Process

•Opportunity to cluster students of the gifted

•Creates model programs for professional 
development and district support

•Opportunity to retain and reengage students 
who may have left the district for other school 
choice options 

•Use these locations as a Family Resource Center

• Establish opportunities for families of Gifted 
students to connect 

•Parent training that targets raising a Gifted child

•Provide districtwide training and family 
engagement events from these locations

Rebrand Current Gifted Academies

•Phase in rebranding of the Gifted Academies to 
increase enrollment and access

•Opportunity to increases community awareness 
of Gifted programming 

•Pool resources and continuity of support

• Enhance implementation of Project Based 
Learning 

• Enhance tailored environmental designs to 
enrich students of the gifted

•Opportunity to enhance parent engagement 
through parent meetings and trainings

•Opportunity to redefine program description 
and consistency across all locations



Autism Redefining

Distribution of Surveys

Survey Link was sent out to parents of ASD students via Parent Link

Survey dates: October 22-November 3
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Autism Programming Redefined Summary

Parent Surveys 
were conducted 
through Thought 
Exchange

Most feedback 
and engagement 
came from 
families in the K-3 
grade band

Families are most 
interested in BCPS 
offering redefined 
options for Autism 
Academies



PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation
What is your school level?

760 Elementary

School 59%

209 Middle

School 16%

261 High

School 20%

58 Combination/

Center School 5%
Current School Level?

Elementary School

Middle School

High School

Combination/Center School
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

What grade is your student currently in? (If you have
more than one student, select as many as needed)

} 48%
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

Does your child have an active IEP?

987 YES

96%

33 NO

3%

14 In Process

1%
Child has current IEP?

YES

NO

In the Process of Evaluation
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

Does your child receive special education services in…?

463 Cluster/Special

47%

57 SVE 6%36 VE 3%

8 Center/Day School 1%

428 None of the Above 43%

Child Receives Special Ed Services in…

Cluster/Special Program

Specialized Varying

Varying Exceptionality

Center/Separate Day School

None of the Above
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

How important is it for your child to receive special

education services with non-disabled peers?

544 VERY IMPORTANT 57%

193 IMPORTANT

20%

155 NEUTRAL

16%

47 NOT VERY IMPORTANT 

5%
23 NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL 2%

Importance of education with non-disabled peers

VERY IMPORTANT

IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL

NOT VERY IMPORTANT

NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

What barriers would prevent your child from attending
The Autism Academy outside your assigned home
School? (select all that apply)

404 Transportation

45%

503 Distance

from home 56%

279 Lack of Before/

After care 31%

215 Siblings at

another school 24%

364 Student prefers staying 

with friends 40%

Barriers to changing from home school

Transportation

Distance from home

Lack of Before/After care

Sibling(s) at another school

Student preference of staying with friends
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

If transportation was not offered, how likely would 
you be to consider enrolling your child in 
The Autism Academy?

148 Very

Likely 17%

153 Somewhat

Likely 17%

174 Neither Likely nor Unlikely 

20%

101 Somewhat

Unlikely 12%

303 Very

Unlikely 34%

Would participate without transportation

Very Likely

Somewhat Likely

Neither Likely/Unlikely

Somewhat Unlikely

Very Unlikely
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

Are you interested in having your child attend a 
Choice Autism Academy that is not located at 
your home or current school?

446 Yes – if BCPS School 

Choice 46%

152 Yes – If Charter or Private 

16%

370 NO 38%

Interested if not located at your home/current school?

Yes, if it is a BCPS Autism Academy School
Choice

Yes, only if operated by a Charter or
Private entity

NO
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

What type of post-secondary options would you like to

have available for your child at The Autism Academy?
(check all that apply)

508 Coding 61%

556 Robotics 67%

477 Microsoft Suite 57%

327 Hospitality 39%

472 Culinary 57%

287 Horticulture

Post-Secondary options desired

Coding

Robotics

Microsoft Suite Applications

Hospitality Industry

Culinary

Horticulture
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

I believe The Autism Academy should include…

476 Students with autism 

and other disabilities 58%

341 Only students with 

autism 42%

Students that Autism Academy should include

Only students with autism

Students with autism and other
related disabiltiies
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

I believe The Autism Academy should be located…

622 On a school campus with non-

disabled students 77%

191 On its own campus 23%

The Autism Academy should be located…

On a school campus with non-disabled
peers to promote inclusion opportunities

On its own campus
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

I believe The Autism Academy should serve…

233 Students on a

Modified Curriculum 29%

572 Students on Grade-Level 

Standards 71%

Autism Academy should serve…

Only students on a modified curriculum.
(Off Gen Ed Standards and instructed
on Access Points)

Students On and Off grade level
standards
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PARTICIPATION

Breakdown of Participation

How would you prefer to receive more information about The
Autism Academy? Select all that apply.

267 Parent Link/Robocalls 

33%

711 Email 89%

258 Newsletter 32%

187 Social Media 23%

301 Parent Mtgs/Info 

Sessions 38%

347 Website 43%

176 Board Mtgs/Workshops

Prefer communication through what avenue(s)?

Broward Parent Link/Robocalls

Email

School Newsletter

Social Media

Parent Meetings/Info Sessions

Website

Board Meetings/Workshops
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Autism Redefining Options to be Considered 
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Regional Autism Academies

•Open 3 new regional Autism Academies (North-Central-
South: location determined through redefining sites)

•School Choice Application Process

•Opportunity to promote inclusion

•Creates model programs for professional development and 
district support

•Reduce overcrowding in neighborhood ASD special 
programs

•Opportunity to retain and reengage students who may 
have left the district for other school choice options 

•Use these locations as a Family Resource Center

•Establish Autism & Inclusion Council for Parents as Partners in 
Education

•parent leadership training and advocacy workshop sites

•Provide districtwide training and family engagement events 
from these locations

•Offer innovative inclusion opportunities and partnerships 
(i.e.: Best Buddies-Ambassador and Leadership Program, 
Special Olympics – Unified Schools, Vocational 
Rehabilitation, CARD, Florida Network on Disabilities)

Rebrand Current Autism Programs 

•Phase in rebranding of Autism programs through the 
innovation zones in renaming to Autism Academy, function, 
and learning theme

•Opportunity to increases community awareness and 
acceptance of autism and related differences

•Pool resources and continuity of support

•Enhance implementation of Applied Behavior Analysis 
(ABA) and Verbal Behavior (VB) methodologies

•Enhance tailored environmental design and specialized 
instructional approaches

•Create model programs in each innovation zone for 
professional development and district support

•Opportunity to enhance parent engagement through 
parent meetings and trainings

•Opportunity to redefine Program description and 
consistency across all locations
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