
 
Advisor Weekly Update 

Week of September 22, 2026 
__________________________________________________________________
This weekly newsletter is here to help students, parents, and staff stay aware of what is happening 

at Samohi! The advisors hope you take the time to look this over. There is a lot of helpful 
information as well as great opportunities to look forward to.  

 
Additional information about what is happening day to day at Santa Monica High School can be 

found through the Blue Bulletin: https://www.smmusd.org/BB. 
We will also post information on our Advisor Instagram page. Follow us @Samo_Advisors. 

 
 

Popular Links 

Attendance Work Permits College & Career Center 

AP Registration Super Saturday Signup Wellness Services Center 

https://samohi.smmusd.org/BB
https://samohi.smmusd.org/parents/attendance
https://samohi.smmusd.org/programs/college-career-center/work-permits
https://samohi.smmusd.org/programs/college-career-center/home
https://user.totalregistration.net/AP/53320
https://samohi.smmusd.org/students/super-saturday-signup
https://sites.google.com/view/wellness-services-center/home


  

Attendance 
To report a student’s absence, please send an email to your student’s appropriate House.  

AttendanceSHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71139 

AttendanceAHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71208 

AttendanceMHouse@smmusd.org ext.71281 

AttendanceOHouse@smmusd.org ext. 71381 

AttendancePBL@smmusd.org ext. 71177 

DO NOT EMAIL ADVISORS AS THEY CAN NOT EXCUSE ATTENDANCE 

Please include your student’s first and last names, student ID numbers, and the reason they are absent 
(illness, family matter, medical or dental appointment, etc.).  

●​ Students who become ill at school need to go to the nurse’s office to be released from school 
●​ If a students leaves at lunch, we MUST have an email from you IN THE MORNING, asking for an 

early dismissal pass…if we receive an email AFTER they have already left, the absence will not 
be excused 

●​ Students can pick up their early leave pass from their house office after the 1st period of the day 

mailto:AttendanceSHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceAHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceMHOuse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendanceOHouse@smmusd.org
mailto:AttendancePBL@smmusd.org


○​ These passes CANNOT be delivered to their class 
●​ When students leave early for a doctor’s appointment, they must bring a note back from the doctor 

so we can clear their absence…if we don’t receive a note, it is marked as a cut 
●​ All absences must be cleared in 3 days…please email your house office if your child is out 

sick…after 3 days, it is an unexcused absence 
○​ After a student has had 5 full day absences in the school year for illness, any further 

absence for illness must be verified by a physician 
●​ Attendance for athletic participation is cleared through the athletics office 

○​ This can take a few days to be corrected  
●​ Questions about attendance procedures, please go to our website: 

https://www.smmusd.org/domain/3026 

Attendance/Tardy Recovery 

Back to School Night-September 24 
Please save the date for our upcoming Back to School Night! Please note that students will observe a 
minimum day schedule the following day.  
 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Efqd4PhFVq7JoBHxbpsxwbrBItBnftFv/view?usp=sharing


College Fall Fest 

 

 

Tutoring Matrix 2026-2027 
 



 
 
Live doc  

City of Santa Monic presents ONE SaMo People’s 
Academy Youth Day 
Youth Day is a free, full‑day civic learning event for high school students. The program includes: 
• Learning how city government works and how to take civic action on local issues they care about 
• Exploring career paths in city government and ways to make a difference in their community 
• Meeting city leaders and asking questions directly about Santa Monica governance 
• Free registration, lunch, and snacks provided  
 
Event details: 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 
9:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica  
 
Students can register at: cityofsantamonica.wufoo.com/forms/youth-day or by scanning the QR code 
on the attached flyer.  
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YxWXkee5wv9rxPXsHQXs4EhfYkQv0gXO-H-3ghIUkE0/edit?gid=0#gid=0


 



Fall Events 

 

Join AIChE at UCLA's Preparing Applications and 
Writing (PAW) Program  
The AIChE PAW Program is looking for seniors and juniors who are interested in majoring in STEM 
related fields like engineering, biochem, materials science, pre-med, etc. The American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers (AIChE) at UCLA, created this free mentorship program to guide students through 
every step of the college application process! Mentors will help you decide between majors, build/research 
a thoughtful college list, and brainstorm and edit your college essays. You will also receive support about 
college life and have the chance to connect with UCLA students who can share their journey and answer 
your questions.  
 
This is an eight week program with one meeting a week focused entirely on preparing for college. You 
and your mentor will meet one on one to work on your essays and applications, and you will also join 
group sessions for panels with UCLA students about their majors, campus life, and the transition from high 
school to college. This program is flexible and keeps you on track to finishing your essays in time for 
college deadlines!  
 
If you are interested, please fill out our interest form: https://forms.gle/MPUb5ZyqkBprpw5A9 . 
 

https://forms.gle/MPUb5ZyqkBprpw5A9


 

TAP Cards 
Skip the morning commute gridlock by riding your bike or taking advantage of your complimentary 
student transit pass!  
 
If you need a brand-new TAP card or a replacement for a lost one, you can pick those up at your House 
office or the main office during standard operating hours. 
  
To get started for the 2026-27 school year, you will need a specific code to register or renew your card. 
These are available at the front office, any House office, or by following this digital link: 

●​ Limited to one submission per K-12 student: Request your 2026-27 code here 

Your student transit benefits will remain active until September 30, 2027, once the card is set up. 
 
Please keep your card in a safe place, as they are designed to be reused and updated each year!  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerBkxcJ_BeK2MxyPJp2_1PJsMkUvW5j_2ttrLyPsqFwu4C5g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=108497954300559090719


ASB CARD 
Want to save money this year? Buy an ASB Card at the Vikes Inn for $75! Your card includes 
admission to all regular-season home games, plus a discounted Homecoming ticket, along with 
many other discounts throughout the year. It pays for itself pretty quickly! See ASB Discounts here  
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xGIu7u9tqKrywEFcKbrRjEDIq7f_f1AzzS_1vGb-4rM/edit?usp=sharing


White’s Studios–Senior Portrait Information 

 

 



Super Saturday 
Super Saturday is an opportunity for students to sign up and attend school Saturday mornings to help 
recover their absences. Students are expected to bring homework and Chromebook to complete their 
necessary assignments and/or study for classes. Students can sign up via QR code in the house office. 
 
 

Free and Reduced Lunch Application 
Please complete the Free/Reduced Meal Application no later than Friday, October 2nd. Your 
participation is vital for Samohi to secure essential Title 1 funding. Additionally, eligibility for this program 
provides discounted rates for AP testing, prom tickets, and other school activities. While all district 
students receive free breakfast and lunch, families must still submit this documentation to access these 
benefits!  
 

 

 

UCLA East-West Pediatrics Conference 
Join the UCLA Center for East-West Medicine for a day exploring evidence-based, non-pharmacologic 
approaches to supporting children’s emotional, mental, and physical well-being through integrative 
medicine, creativity, play, and resilience.  
 
We are honored to welcome Valorie Kondos Field (“Coach Val”), legendary UCLA gymnastics coach 
and nationally recognized speaker, along with Stephen Cowan, MD; Christopher Willard, PsyD; and 
Georgie Wisen-Vincent, PhD, as keynote speakers. I’ve attached our flyer with more information about 
the featured speakers and workshops.  
 

https://www.smmusd.org/departments/food-nutrition-services/meal-application-info


We are pleased to offer complimentary admission to all current students, trainees, and individuals 
who need financial assistance through an exclusive registration code.  
 
How to Register  
Students & Trainees — Complimentary Admission  
Register at: tinyurl.com/EWPeds2026Reg   
Use code: EWP26NextGen  
Registration deadline: September 19, 2026  
 

AP Exam Registration  

SAMOHI AP Exam Registration & Payment Road Map 
2026–27 School Year | 2027 AP Exams 

AP Exams will be administered in May 2027. Official exam dates will be shared once College Board 
finalizes the 2027 AP Exam calendar. 

Two Steps Are Required 

1. Join Your AP Class in My AP 

Use the Join Code provided by your AP teacher to join your AP class through College Board: 

http://tinyurl.com/EWPeds2026Reg


myap.collegeboard.org 

Students should use their existing College Board account if they already have one. 

2. Register & Pay Through Total Registration 

SAMOHI uses Total Registration to register students and collect AP Exam fees. 

Registration opens: August 24, 2026 

Register here:​
 https://user.totalregistration.net/AP/53320 

2027 AP Exam Fees: 

●​ Standard fee: $113 per exam 
●​ Qualifying Free/Reduced Lunch students: $10 per exam 

Families needing financial assistance should contact Gregory Pitts, AP Coordinator at 
gpitts@smmusd.org as early as possible. 

IMPORTANT: Students must complete BOTH My AP enrollment and Total Registration. 
Completing only one does not complete the AP Exam registration process. 

Important Deadlines 
Date Deadline 

August 24, 2026 Registration opens 

October 30, 2026 – 11:59 
PM 

$10 late fee begins for full-year/first-semester 
AP Exams 

November 6, 2026 Fall payment & full refund deadline 

November 6, 2026 – 
11:59 PM 

$42 late fee begins for full-year/first-semester 
AP Exams 

March 5, 2027 – 11:59 
PM 

Final registration & payment deadline 

April 30, 2027 Partial refund/cancellation deadline 

After April 30, 2027 No refunds 

This preserves the core information from the original roadmap while cutting out a lot of text. The original 
specifically says that Samohi will only order exams for students registered in both My AP and Total 
Registration, so I would definitely keep that prominently displayed. 

 

https://user.totalregistration.net/AP/53320


Join the Clare Matrix Youth Advisory Board 

 
 

Margaret’s Place 
Margaret’s Place is returning for the 2026-27 school year, continuing our vital work to break the cycle of 
violence! Our counselor, Lara DeSanto, LMFT, ATR, is available daily in room E117 to support our 
students. Services provided include complimentary counseling for those impacted by or at risk of 
trauma, violence, and toxic relationships, as well as art therapy groups and therapeutic recreation during 
Wednesday Flex-Time. For further details, please review the fall Margaret’s Place newsletter 
(parent/guardian edition and student edition). You can also reach out to Lara directly with any questions 
at LDeSanto@smmusd.org!  
2026-2027 PTSA Reflections 
2026-27 PTSA Reflections is Back!   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sMCMZc66Y94wYZAN4vZJGs2XyWlLiam9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12UYyN-puF0Tgp8OvC2RUKwVzFqbt0jFc/view?usp=sharing


 
Reflections is a national arts program where students get to share their creativity through art inspired 
by an annual theme.This year’s theme is What My Culture Means to Me.  
 
Submit a painting, photo, song, dance, film, or piece of writing by Sunday, October 11, 11:59pm to enter.  
 
Create. Express yourself. Get recognized.  
 
 

 
 
 

FLEX Time 
Samohi Flex-Time provides targeted educational opportunities during the school day for intervention and 
enrichment to best meet student individual needs. It is our goal that Flex-Time will help all students to be 
more successful. Students will engage in their own learning by building metacognitive and advocacy 
skills to promote emotional health, explore passions and grow in a focused, academic, and productive 
environment. 
 



 



Fall 2026 Parent Project 

 
 



 



SAMOHI College Fair 

 

Mental Health Services 
Santa Monica High School is thrilled to introduce Ms. Maura Solano, MSW, who joins our team as the new 
bilingual Wellness Counselor! Ms. Maura will oversee the coordination of mental health services across 
campus, providing vital assistance with attendance interventions and crisis response. Students can find 
her in room E113 at the Vikes Hub—a supportive environment where anyone can access necessary 
school supplies and hygiene products. 
  
For those seeking consistent mental health counseling, we encourage you to reach out to your house 
advisor, Ms. Maura, our school nurse, or Ms. Lotan, the coordinating mental health counselor located in 
AD502. Please stay tuned as drop-in counseling services will be fully operational in room AD513 within the 
administration building in the coming weeks. Additionally, counseling groups are scheduled to begin this 
October, with further details arriving shortly! 
  



The Samohi Teen Clinic remains available to our students every Thursday morning in room Ad103c, 
conveniently situated across from the nurse’s office. This clinic provides essential services including 
immunizations, sports physicals, general health care, and private support for reproductive health. 
 

 
 



 
 
 



Women's March Foundation 

 



Sage and Seekers 

 
 



Clare Matrix Youth Drop in Center 

 



 
 



Campaign Internship Opportunity for High School 
Students 

 
 

Lost and Found 
Did your student lose something, or find something? Send them to the Lost & Found, located in the 
Textbook Room in the Discovery Building. Lost items should be reported immediately to the student's 
House Office. 
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