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Students - Staff - Families - Community

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM @O TRUANCY

Both impacts student success. Understanding the difference helps us support every student, every day.

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM €) TRUANCY

Missing 10% or more of enrolled
school days for any reason (excused,
unexcused, or other).

Missing school without a valid excuse
(unexcused absences only).

DEFINITION

e Excused absences (e.g., illness, appointments)

e Unexcused absences

e Other absences (e.g., suspensions, family
obligations, transportation issues)

Only unexcused absences.
Excused absences are not
WHAT COUNTS considered truancy.

Impacts academic achievement
and overall well-being.

Can lead to legal consequences
and loss of instructional time.

Notification to families, attendance plans,
mandatory conferences, and possible
INTERVENTION referral to court.

Early support, problem-solving,
and connections to resources.

Not a legal violation. Schools use data
to identify students at risk and provide
support.

A legal matter. Virginia law
(Code of Virginia § 22.1-258) allows
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS for school and court action.
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