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Description of Electives- 7th Grade

7th Grade Cycle Courses

7th Grade Cycle Courses are exploratory classes designed to introduce students to a variety of
world languages and elective offerings. These pass/fail courses allow students to experience
different subjects, build new skills, and discover interests in a low-pressure environment before
making future course selections.

Elements of Art

This course enables 7th graders the opportunity to explore the Elements using a broad
variety of media (pencil, ink, paint, clay, etc.) to find what they enjoy and excel at.
Students will gain insights into the Art world through both Art History and Modern Art
techniques and applications. The course will orient students to the care and use of
materials and the development of their evaluative processes. This course will ensure
students have the prerequisite knowledge needed to fast-track into higher level courses
for their High School Art experience.

French

As part of the 7th grade cycle program, students will take one marking period of French.
In this course they will learn basic French and vocabulary and become acquainted with
familiar expressions and dialogue useful with family and friends. Topics will include
greetings and farewells; food; seasons; colors, numbers, weather, alphabet and French
speaking areas.

Spanish
As part of the 7th grade cycle program, students will take one cycle of Spanish. In this

course they will learn basic Spanish vocabulary and become acquainted with familiar
expressions and dialogue useful with family and friends. Topics include, but are not
limited to greetings, farewells, numbers 0 - 100, days, months, seasons, and weather in
Spanish speaking areas.

Information Literacy and Research- Information Literacy and Research introduces
students to finding, evaluating, and using information responsibly across a variety of
media, including articles, videos, podcasts, and digital content. Students build strong
research and critical thinking skills while learning to assess source credibility and use
proper citation. The course also offers opportunities to create and share original media,
including potential contributions to the school newsletter.
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7th Grade Electives

JUNIOR HIGH CHORUS- Students who are interested may participate in Junior High Chorus
on the 7th & 8th grade levels. No previous singing experience is necessary in order to participate
in this organization. The students will be given the basic foundations for good singing along with
a study of musical notation and music history as it pertains to the compositions being studied.
The singers will have the opportunity of performing at the two major high school concerts, along
with other selected outside activities. Students may be required to attend an evening rehearsal or
two throughout the year. Each student involved in this chorus will have the opportunity to study
both on a group and individual basis. The elements of basic music theory and also the advanced
principles of good choral singing will be discussed in depth. Students who show success and
advancement in this course will automatically be accepted in the High School Concert Choir,
without having to audition.

JUNIOR HIGH BAND- Students involved in Junior High Band (Grades 7 and 8) are required
to perform in the two major school concerts, along with other selected activities throughout the
school year, such as possible concert band festivals at other schools, etc. Students will also be
required to attend rotating instrumental music lessons and practice on their own. The student
must have at least one year of previous experience with their instrument to participate. Beginners
will only be accepted on approval by the Director. Students who play Woodwind, Brass, or
Percussion instruments may join the Junior High Band.

SPLIT JUNIOR HIGH CHOIR/BAND- Students will take both junior high chorus and band.
Chorus and band will be on alternating school days, which we call A and B days.

WIN MATH

The WIN (What I Need) program is a mandatory course for incoming 7th grade scholars
designed to give students specific lessons and practice to meet students “where they are”. This
can look like a reteach of skills, extra practice on current concepts, or even talking about more
complex problems and concepts if they are ready for it. The focus will be to make sure students
are prepared for the 7" grade math curriculum and provide enrichment for those who have
mastered concepts. The smaller class sizes will allow for more individualized attention to
students.

WINELA

The WIN (What I Need) program is a mandatory course for incoming 7th grade scholars
designed to give students specific lessons and practice to meet students “where they are”. This
can look like a reteach of skills, extra practice on current concepts, or even talking about more
complex problems and concepts if they are ready for it. The focus will be to make sure students
are prepared for the 7th grade math/ ELA curriculum and provide enrichment for those who have
mastered concepts. The smaller class sizes will allow for more individualized attention to
students.
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8th Grade Electives

JUNIOR HIGH CHORUS- Students who are interested may participate in Junior High Chorus
on the 7th & 8th grade levels. No previous singing experience is necessary in order to participate
in this organization. The students will be given the basic foundations for good singing along with
a study of musical notation and music history as it pertains to the compositions being studied.
The singers will have the opportunity of performing at the two major high school concerts, along
with other selected outside activities. Students may be required to attend an evening rehearsal or
two throughout the year. Each student involved in this chorus will have the opportunity to study
both on a group and individual basis. The elements of basic music theory and also the advanced
principles of good choral singing will be discussed in depth. Students who show success and
advancement in this course will automatically be accepted in the High School Concert Choir,
without having to audition.

JUNIOR HIGH BAND- Students involved in Junior High Band (Grades 7 and 8) are required
to perform in the two major school concerts, along with other selected activities throughout the
school year, such as possible concert band festivals at other schools, etc. Students will also be
required to attend rotating instrumental music lessons and practice on their own. The student
must have at least one year of previous experience with their instrument to participate. Beginners
will only be accepted on approval by the Director. Students who play Woodwind, Brass, or
Percussion instruments may join the Junior High Band.

SPLIT JUNIOR HIGH CHOIR/BAND- Students will take both junior high chorus and band.
Chorus and band will be on alternating school days, which we call A and B days.

ELEMENTS OF ART —

This course enables students who have a real interest in Art to travel through and thoroughly
focus on the Elements of Art (line, shape, form, value, color, space, and texture). Students will
have the opportunity to explore the Elements using a broad variety of media (pencil, ink, paint,
clay, etc.) to find what they enjoy and excel at. Students will gain insights into the Art world
through both Art History and Modern Art techniques and applications. The course will orient
students to the care and use of materials and the development of their evaluative processes. This
course will ensure students have the prerequisite knowledge needed to fast-track into higher level
courses for their High School Art experience.
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Creative Technology
This course is designed to give students the ability to use, manage, understand, and assess

technology. Units of study include Engineering Design Process, Communication,
Manufacturing, Construction, Bioengineering, and Transportation. This course will involve
problem solving and engineering activities.

MEDIA TECHNOLOGY -

This introductory course in media, television, video production, podcasting is designed to
introduce students to systems of media communication technology. Students will perform
hands-on activities using computers and production materials which will allow students to
explore various areas of media technology.Students interested in performing in front of the
camera, and/or behind it, and who wish to understand the process of putting on a television
show/podcast will find the course beneficial and rewarding

Technology: Robotics
This course is designed to introduce the students to the basics of robotics. A LEGO robotics kit

will be used to aid students in problem solving activities. The students will design and build their
robots in achieving goals.



