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Truett McConnell University, located in Cleveland, Georgia, is
currently the sixth-ranked NAIA women’s soccer team in the
nation.

Beginning next fall, Crockett County’s Rebecca Waddey intends
to do all she can to maintain that program’s standards.

Waddey, the Lady Cavaliers’ senior soccer standout, has
received and accepted an offer to join the TMU squad upon her
May 2027 graduation from CCHS. Waddey will be joining the
defending Appalachian Athletic Conference champions, who
have qualified for the NAIA National Tournament every year for
the past eight seasons.

She’ll play for Coach David McDowell, a Northern Ireland native
who has headed the Lady Bears since 2007 and has guided his
team to four conference championships. TMU was 19-2-2 a year
ago and were undefeated in conference play.

The Lady Bears also garnered recognition within the community
as they gave over 1500 hours of community service for the past
year.

McDowell coaches with a “Family First, Team Second” motto,
which should be right up Rebecca’s alley as the daughter of a
pastor.

“This is the essence to TMU’s athletic program,” McDowell said.
“My hope is that my team will understand that while our goal is
to be successful on the field, and we strive to win every game,
we must do it as a family. This motto overlaps every other area
– whether community service, accountability, academics – if
we are willing to sacrifice for each other and grow cohesively as
a collective unit in Christ, I believe we will be successful in all
areas.”

The daughter of Robin – an accomplished photographer –
and Mike Waddey, pastor of First Baptist Church in Maury
City, Rebecca’s attraction to TMU fits right into McDowell’s
philosophy.

“I first became interested in Truett McConnell because I
wanted to go to a Christian college where I could continue
playing soccer and grow in my faith,” Rebecca said. “The
more I learned about Truett, the more I liked the community
and the people there. I really liked that I could continue
playing soccer while also being in an environment where I
could grow closer to God.”

The interest became mutual after Rebecca attended an ID
camp at Truett at the beginning of her junior year.
“After the camp, I was contacted by Coach McDowell, and
that’s how we first started talking,” she said.

According to Rebecca’s first soccer coach at Crockett
County, Carli Branson, TMU is about to receive a huge
blessing from its newest player.
“Becca is fully dedicated, incredibly committed, and puts in
countless hours on her own time to continuously improve
her level of play,” Branson said. “She never shies away from
a challenge and is never willing to settle for ‘good enough.’
She believes that anything worth doing is worth doing right,
and that means showing up with grit, determination, and a
willingness to put in the work. She holds herself to a high
standard and expects those around her to be the best they
can be.”

Branson was immediately drawn to Rebecca as a player
because she recognized many of the traits that marked her
own playing days before getting into coaching.

“Her competitive nature and determination remind me so
much of myself on the field,” Branson said. “That level of
competitiveness can sometimes be intimidating, but I
believe that is because very few high school athletes
approach the game with the same level of seriousness,
passion, and commitment that Becca does. We need more
athletes with that kind of competitive mindset – players
who push themselves, challenge their teammates, and
refuse to settle for anything less than their best.”

As much as Branson admires Waddey’s soccer talent, she
said the TMU program will benefit remarkably in other ways
from her presence.
“While Becca is an incredibly gifted athlete, she is an even
better person,” Branson said. “What I admire most about her
is her character, humility, and unwavering faith. She gives all
the glory to the Lord for her talents and victories, and that
speaks volumes about the kind of young woman she is.
Becca is the type of player every coach wants on their
team.”
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Above: Rebecca Waddey will be headed to Truett McConnell University in
Cleveland, Georgia upon graduation next spring. (Photo by Ashley Owens)
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Below: In a Memphis tournament win against West Creek this season, Rebecca
scored two goals and assisted on the other two as Crockett won 4-1. (Photo by
Robin Waddey)

Above: Teammates celebrate the first of three goals Rebecca scored in the
District Tournament championship game as a sophomore. Next to her is older
sister Lydia, who was a senior on that team. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: By the end of that game -- after darkness had settled in -- Rebecca leaps
for joy after nailing the decisive penalty kick goal. (Photo by Ron Barry)

“My faith reminds me that soccer is a gift from God,”
Rebecca said, “and I never want to make it an idol, or put it
above Him. I’m really grateful that God has given me the gift
and ability to play and work hard at the sport I love, and I
want to use this gift to honor Him.”

She’s also significantly thankful for the influence of her
parents.
“My parents have played a huge role in helping me get to
this point,” Rebecca said. “They’ve supported me through
every practice, game, and tournament – especially the early
morning ones – and have always encouraged me to work
hard and pursue the opportunities God has given me. I’m
also incredibly grateful for my coaches and teammates who
have pushed me to grow both as a player and as a person. I
know I wouldn’t be where I am today without the people
God has placed in my life, and I’m so grateful for their
support and encouragement along the way.”

Rebecca has been playing soccer since she was three,
joking that she “really just joined for the snacks!”
“But I really loved playing the sport, and it’s the first one I
started playing,” she said. “As I got older, I really grew to
love how competitive it is and how there’s always
something new to learn and improve on. That’s what kept
me passionate about soccer over the years.”

It didn’t take long for Rebecca to establish herself as a
mainstay on the high school roster, scoring three goals in
the District Tournament championship game as a
sophomore and helping to send Crockett to its first-ever
Sectional berth, where it lost a controversial 1-0 decision at
Brighton when the Lady Cavs’ only goal was disallowed by a
phantom offsides call.

As a junior, she scored three goals in the second half alone
of a district win over Jackson North Side. She netted five
goals in a win over Jackson South Side, and had three
assists in one game against Lexington. She finished the
season leading the Lady Cavs in both goals and assists.

Her top game thus far as a senior came when she was
involved in every goal in a 4-1 triumph over West Creek –
scoring two herself and assisting on the others – and she
scored the decisive goal in a 2-1 win over Dyer County by
directly curling a corner kick into the net with her left foot.

Rebecca becomes the second CCHS athlete to announce a
university commitment this fall, following in the footsteps of
softball standout Wesley Thornton, who accepted an offer
from Mississippi State for the 2028-29 school year.
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Above: Rebecca's control of the ball has always been outstanding, even in
traffic. (Photo by Robin Waddey)

Below: More adept footwork on display -- even surviving a kick in the shins.
(Photo by Robin Waddey)

Below: Another goal celebration -- and there have been many. (Photo by Robin
Waddey)

Above: Rebecca's competitive edge has always been sharpened by
Crockett's duels with South Gibson County. (Photo by Robin Waddey)

Above: Rebecca posted three assists in a junior year victory over Lexington. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Right: The future Truett McConnell Lady Bear: Rebecca Waddey. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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