
ISBN Title Author ES/MS/HS Notes (if needed) Review #1 Review #2
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-12954-5 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0285-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-12954-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0285-9 The Hybrid Prince (Wings of Fire Book 16) Sutherland, Tui T. ES Sequel; Student request
9781419780486 Detective Duck: The Mystery at Emerald Pond (Detective Duck #3)Henry Winkler ES Next In Series
9781419780516 Detective Duck: The Mystery of the Flash Flood (Detective Duck #4)Henry Winkler ES Next in Series (comes out 11/3/2026)
978-0-06-337262-7 The Whale's Tale and the Other Side of the Story Messner, Kate ES Pub Weekly Kirkus
978-1-368-10870-6 Penelope Rex vs. the New Kid Higgins, Ryan T. ES Kirkus
978-1-454-99962-1 It's My Bird-Day! Willems, Mo ES Kirkus SLJ
978-1-250-33475-6 Love Finds a Way Kousky, Vern ES Kirkus SLJ
978-0-593-30530-0 The Mighty Winick, Judd ES SLJ
978-0-593-64970-1 Earl & Worm The Big Mess Pizzoli, Greg ES Kirkus SLJ
978-0-593-69484-8 Good morning, Crayons Daywalt, Drew ES Kirkus
978-1-546-15958-2 LOL Goat Laughs Out Loud Temple, Kate & Jol ES Kirkus
978-0-06-322117-8 Wombat Waiting Applegate, Katherine ES ALA Horn Book
978-0-593-81030-9 Buffalo Fluffalo and Puffalo Kalb, Bess ES Kirkus
978-1-339-01507-1 Pikachu's Nighttime Adventures Matsuo, Rikako ES
978-1-546-18594-9 Licorice LaReau, Kara ES Publisher's Weekly SLJ
978-1-546-15922-3 Underwater Battles Pallotta, Jerry ES nonfiction Who Would Win? series

978-1-546-17947-4 The Road from Nowhere Avi ES Kirkus ALA
978-0-06-343777-7 The Cow in the Dark at Night Hannigan, Jess ES Publisher's Weekly ALA
978-1-546-11033-0 I Wish I Had a Polar Bear with Ice Cream Alber, Diane ES
978-0-593-69963-8 Serafina Makes Waves Burgess, Matthew ES SLJ Horn Book
9782898022524 What Can You Do With a Line? Yemen, Gulsah ES STEAM
979-8987408025 Collaboration Station Olsen, Shannon ES STEAM
978-1-665-98419-5 I am Not Grumpy Perry, Caroline L. ES Kirkus
979-82-250-4133-5 Millie Fleur's Pumpkin Problem Mandin, Christy ES Kirkus
978-0-06-345588-7 The Skeleton and the Cat Scott, Brandon J ES SLJ Kirkus
978-0-593-30360-3 Owl By Myself Oswald, Pete ES Publisher's Weekly Kirkus
978-1-478-89070-6 Frabbit: Birth of a Superhero Metzger, Steve ES SLJ

978-1-464-25818-3 The Sun Thief Hemming, Alice ES sequel in series Leaf Thief
Kirkus Reviews
The perky red squirrel introduced inThe Leaf Thief (2020) is confusedBird and Squirrel both love summer, but when Bird calls out a cheery â��Night night,â�� Squirrel, yawning himself, is incredulous: â��BEDTIME? It can’t be! The sun’s still up, look!â�� Naturally there’s a lot more bewilderment ahead. Some weeks later, Squirrel is alarmed to see it’s dark at toothbrushing time. In skittish Squirrel’s view, a â��sun thiefâ��â��who also made an odd â��hooâ�� sound the other nightâ��is responsible. Bird explains that as summer goes on, the sun sets earlier and earlier each night and reassures Squirrel that owls cry â��hoo.â�� But the very next evening, at bathtime, Squirrel shines a bright light into the dark, sees something looming, and screams that the sun thief has â��crashed into my tree!â�� Patient Bird, roused from slumber, points out that it’s just Bat. But â��why was she flapping about in the dark?â�� Now Bird explains whatnocturnal means. Once again, Squirrel is amusingly slow on the uptake, allowing readers to feel superior as Hemming gently folds in some science. Slater’s witty illustrations also lighten the lessons: Bird hangs a tiny T-shirt and shorts on a diminutive laundry line and sleeps tucked into a cozy repurposed sardine can, where a scared Squirrel attempts to squeeze in; Squirrel sports a pink bath towel and shower cap; a real thief quietly makes off with a couple of items (though Squirrel and Bird remain blissfully unaware).A charming mix of science lesson and winsome storytelling. (info on light changes and diurnal/nocturnal)(Picture book. 4-8)

979-82-17-22372-5 Dragon Dog Lang, Suzanne ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2026)
The team behind the Grumpy Monkey books introduces another foul-tempered animal protagonist. A mad wizard, Simpkin Sowerbutts, wants to create a dragon as loyal as a dog, but oopsie: He accidentally creates a dog as fierce as a dragon. Unsure of his identity, Dragon Dog roams in search of his kind, fighting off adversaries who underestimate his ferocity. But someone does accept him for who he is: Dandelion, a lost little lamb whose appearance (googly eyes, puffy white wool) matches her temperament. Dandelion talks Dragon Dog into helping her find her way home, appealing to something not readily obvious: his soft side. When they arrive at Dandelion’s home, they discover that her shepherd, along with the rest of the flock, is missing; Dragon Dog sniffs the air and knows that Sowerbutts is to blame, and the unlikely friends embark upon a rescue mission. The tale touches on the idea of not drawing conclusions based on appearances, but one senses that the story’s goings-on are primarily a vehicle for the book’s seductive visual elements. The Photoshop art is equally adept at capturing the humor—Dragon Dog’s fluffy dragon-green fur makes him look like a cat with a Day-Glo dye job—and the scares, as when Dragon Dog takes on menacing, angular foes who look straight out of a Disney-villains playbook. Utterly appealing art wins the day in this fiercely funny tale. (Picture book. 4-8)

Publishers Weekly (June 15, 2026)
Equal parts creature feature and comforting comedy, this winning picture book from married collaborators Suzanne and Max Lang (Grumpy Monkey) puts a screwball spin on self-determination. "Mad wizard Simpkin Sowerbutts," depicted with gray skin, believes that "if I can create a dragon as loyal as a dog, everyone will obey me." Instead, he produces the inverse: a green fanged pup with stubby wings and a spiked tail who’s more plush toy than apex predator. "Who you calling fluffy?" barks Dragon Dog when the wizard laments his mistake. "I’m fierce!" Refusing to be consigned to the dungeon, Dragon Dog escapes into a world that reminds him at every turn he’s "too much dog to be a dragon, and too much dragon to be a dog." After his triumphs earn him a fearsome reputation, a lost little lamb named Dandelion recognizes him as something simpler: a loyal protector who might help her find her way. The plot’s broad shape-exile, friendship, rescue, reframe-is familiar, but the wisecracking, dialogue-driven narrative piles on the giggles, while antic digital cartooning alternates gag-strip vignettes with fully rendered images that tip their hat to fantasy tropes. With a goofy and resolutely nonrestrictive takeaway-"I’m fierce and I’m fluffy!"-this is a very good boy of a book. Ages 4-8. (Sept.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

978-0-593-81196-2 Archibald and the Furry Dinosaurs Lang, Suzanne ES
Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025)
This hairy tale has been a long time coming. Dinosaurs used to be covered in hair: “There were short-haired dinosaurs and long-haired dinosaurs. Fluffy, curly, bearded, dreadlocked, and shaggy dinosaurs.” Except one. Archibald, a red bipedal dino, had hair once, but he’s now “as bald as a boulder.” Where did his tresses go? Archibald sets out on a quest to find his lost locks. Along the way, his lack of hair comes in handy. Pursued by the fierce Woollyciraptors, he escapes by dashing through a thicket of brambles (the raptors’ wool gets them tangled up). Sunlight gleaming on his smooth top blinds the hungry Haironodons eager to make a meal out of him, and a voracious but hirsute Furannosaurus becomes overheated while chasing him. Archibald even saves a few new friends along the way. These actions begin a hair-shaving trend among his furry contemporaries. The story’s dry humor and intricate digital illustrations work in harmony to deliver a charming story that will amuse budding paleontologists. From stocky, sweetly guileless Archibald to his preening peers to the predators with their gaping maws, the caricaturelike depictions of the dinos will delight. While some details and colors may be a hair too subtle for large-group storytimes, the book is a fine choice for lap reads anywhere—especially barbershops. Hair-raising fun that will leave readers combing bookshelves for more. (Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1))
Grades K-2. Forget feathers—in this fanciful dino fiction, all dinosaurs are covered in fur. Some are sleek and shorthaired, while others are curly, fluffy, or even dreadlocked. But there is one noticeable exception: poor Archibald is “bald as a boulder." Certain he had hair when he was younger, Archibald departs to find his missing mane, but it’s one disappointment after another. A promising clump in the grass turns out to be a dinosaur’s tail, a carnivore’s lair shows no sign of his fluff, and a vast canyon is devoid of fur. Archibald narrowly avoids a slew of zany scrapes, finally comprehending that his lack of hair is the very thing that allowed him to escape those scary situations. The friendly, fast-paced story is a comedic gold mine, from funny dinosaur names (Woollyciraptors, Furannosaurus) to vistas of primping dinosaurs shampooing their cotton-candy locks. The comically cartoonish illustrations are packed with entertaining action and adorable animals, and Archibald’s bewildered expressions are a hoot. No dinosaur facts here, just a supremely sweet and silly celebration of acceptance and individuality.

978-0-593-30605-5 Grumpy monkey. 2,Who threw that? (Grumpy Monkey Graphic Novels)Lang, Suzanne ES sequel to book in libraries: Grumpy monkey. 1,Freshly squeezed

REVIEW FOR FIRST IN SERIES: Full-Text Reviews
Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2021)
Grumpy Monkey moves from picture books to a graphic-novel chapter book, in which he tolerates his friends’ goofy antics during a group journey to an orange grove. Divided into three chapters of cartoon-style comics, with bonus interludes in between, the book features Jim Panzee, the protagonist of the Grumpy Monkey picture-book series. He is on his relaxing Wednesday Walk, stress orange in hand, but little is quiet about his journey once his jungle friends appear. After the accumulation of unwanted companions causes Jim to squeeze his stress orange so hard that he destroys it, the group seeks a replacement, stopping for a papaya fight, a splash party in the water, and some swinging from vines. They eventually escape angry parrots with the only orange the parrots didn’t devour. There’s a good dose of potty humor: Leslie the giraffe responds to Norman the gorilla’s invitation to come along with “you bet your butt I do,” and two spreads are devoted to poop humor (with Jim as the butt of the joke). There’s also wordplay (a chapter called “Orange Ya Glad We Made It?”; Jim’s repeated mantra, “Squeeze, squeeze, mind at ease”; and a guide to speaking Jim’s nonsense language, in which the syllable ob is inserted before vowels in every word). That the book pauses for a “Primate Primer” with talking simians will be like pouring lemon juice on a cut for those readers who see in anthropomorphized monkeys a perpetuation of pernicious anti-Black stereotypes. Disappointing. (Graphic fiction. 6-10)

978-0-593-70934-4 Grumpy monkey. 3,School stinks! (Grumpy Monkey Graphic Novels)Lang, Suzanne ES sequel to book in libraries: Grumpy monkey. 1,Freshly squeezedSchool Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-5-Another series title offering a humorous learning experience combined with the frantic energy level of Grumpy Monkey. Jim Panzee is playing with his jungle friends when he is sprayed by a polecat. Everyone agrees: he stinks! Could this accident have been avoided? What about attending school where he, accompanied by readers, can learn jungle life lessons? Jim resists attending, but begrudgingly goes with his friends. The animals learn jungle survival skills, like identifying other animals through their sense of smell and recognizing tracks. As the students begin "physical tests," they put their senses to work. Jim is starting to learn that school can be both practical and fun. The creators know how to keep young readers engaged. There's great humor when Jim experiences something new, with his entire body going into a pouting, curled-up, sulking pose. Jim's actions and emotions are on full display through very energetic illustrations that reveal exactly what he's thinking. Pages dedicated to learning new animal terms and a snack-making activity are a bonus. Grumpy Monkey will win over readers with his antics and possibly introduce them to some new animal facts. VERDICT Grumpy Monkey retains his usual humor while slipping in a little new knowledge in this book that may become a favorite reread.-Jessica A. Bushore © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

978-1-250-90139-2 Gabby Torres Is the Best Winner Ever Dominguez, Angela ES sequel (#2) to Gabby Torres Gets a Billion Followers
Kirkus Reviews (12/2/25)
Fourth grader Gabby Torres sets her sights on getting crowned the best at somethingâ��anythingHaving learned valuable lessons about honest communication in the series’ first installment, Gabby’s matured (â��Wise beyond my years, they sayâ��), and she’s eager for more personal growth. When her best friends, Kat and Priya, are recognized for their athletic and writing talents, respectively, Gabby becomes determined to prove herself by winning something. She tries out other people’s interests before deciding to stick with her own favorite hobby, baking. The grocery store is hosting a baking contest, and taking home the $1,000 prize could help her student environmental club, the Sea Musketeers, raise funds to save river otter habitats. But obstacles arise early on, from finding the perfect recipe to budgeting. Once more Gabby emerges as an authentically flawed protagonist; she demonstrates a realistic lack of self-awareness as she often puts herself first despite unwavering support from friends and family. Supporting characters, although important to plot progression, feel ancillary compared with the first book. A mix of prose and comics, this sequel makes use of ample white space and bright colors, keeping the story fresh and upbeat despite Gabby’s setbacks. Gabby and her father are Mexican American; her mother and Kat present white, and the previous book established that Priya is of Indian heritage.A sweetly relatable tale of a youngster doing her best as she continues to find her footing.(Graphic fiction/hybrid. 8-12)

978-0-8479-2516-2 Gabby Torres Knows What You Did Dominguez, Angela ES sequel (#3) to Gabby Torres Gets a Billion Followers
School Library Journal
Gr 2–4— Gabby Torres is a fourth grader with an active imagination who has been reading a lot of mystery novels and thinks she has found a mystery of her own! When a new couple moves in next door, Gabby thinks they are hiding something. She starts to spy on them with her binoculars, writing down all the clues in her notebook in case she needs them as evidence. This third installment in the series by Dominguez is a fun story for kids who enjoy mysteries. It is a hybrid graphic novel and chapter book, and the prose format is told from Gabby's point of view. Color illustrations have speech balloons for dialogue. The drawings are simple, but the characters' expressions and emotions are clear, especially Gabby's. Gabby is mixed race: her dad is Mexican, her mom is white, and her friends and classmates are of different ethnicities. There is some Spanish dialogue that is translated into English throughout. VERDICT This graphic novel will appeal to both mystery and comedy fans and is a recommended purchase for kids graphic novel sections.— Margaret Puentes

979-87-656-0306-2 We Are Dwarf Sperm Whales! Lambelet, Anne ES sequel (#2) in nonfiction series Anne Lambelet's Marine Life Graphic Guides
Kirkus Reviews (10/1/25)
On the way to school, a small whale with a big personality gets the lowdown from Mom on the whole cetacean clanIt’s a good thing school isn’t too close, because Kogi (short for the scientific nameKogia sima) has much to absorb about what makes whales distinctive from other creatures, the differences between toothed and baleen whales, and how the entire family descended not from prehistoric marine reptiles like mosasaurs, but from a cat-size land-dwelling genus calledIndohyus over the past 10 million years. The young enthusiast is thrilled to be a sperm whale, the largest of the toothed sortâ��but bummed when Mom offers a gentle correction. No, Kogi is a dwarf sperm whale, the smallest species of whale in the world. Worse yet, dwarf sperm whales don’t sing, nor do they swim as fast as dolphins. But, she consoles her fretful offspring, they are excellent echolocation hunters and suction feeders. Plus, along with their slightly larger cousins the pygmy sperm whales, they’re the only whales that can actually shoot ink out of their butts like squid to escape predators. â��We’re stealth whales!â�� Kogi crows, high spirits restored. As in her bookI’m a Dumbo Octopus! (2025), Lambelet fills her bright marine scenes with smiling but otherwise recognizably drawn sea life, peppers her work with a winning mix of humor and information, and closes with an actual photo of her effervescent, stubby-looking subject in the wild.A fetching introduction that effortlessly delivers tons of fascinating facts. (glossary, bibliography, further reading)(Graphic nonfiction. 8-11)

978-1-665-94301-7 No More Mr. Mice Guy Lerner, Jarrett ES sequel (#2) to series My Mad Scientist Mom
 979-88-930422-0-7 Blastoff! Readers Raccoons Rathburn, Betsy ES nonfiction publisher's description
 978-1-7282-6781-4 Katie, Big and Strong Cooper, Jennifer ES nonfiction ALA publisher's description

https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/429867-the-whales-tale-and-the-otters-side-of-the-story?returnSearch=D6qWAUwrUO0noev6qSTwdw/1&returnProduct=429867
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/429867-the-whales-tale-and-the-otters-side-of-the-story?returnSearch=D6qWAUwrUO0noev6qSTwdw/1&returnProduct=429867
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ryan-t-higgins/penelope-rex-vs-the-new-kid-a-penelope-rex-book/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415288-its-my-bird-day?returnSearch=I_YzOB_idocA21PiQSy31w/1&returnProduct=415288
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415288-its-my-bird-day?returnSearch=I_YzOB_idocA21PiQSy31w/1&returnProduct=415288
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411067-love-finds-a-way?returnSearch=j1ol9QmdS4v5DEVhqTeSUA/1&returnProduct=411067
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411067-love-finds-a-way?returnSearch=j1ol9QmdS4v5DEVhqTeSUA/1&returnProduct=411067
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/415334-the-mighty?returnSearch=u3zcBrtxnTeUJLW98HF3TQ/1&returnProduct=415334
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417473-the-big-mess-and-other-stories?returnSearch=bJE4XF0PfK4YVfFKD1kR2g/1&returnProduct=417473
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417473-the-big-mess-and-other-stories?returnSearch=bJE4XF0PfK4YVfFKD1kR2g/1&returnProduct=417473
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/drew-daywalt/good-morning-crayons/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/408183-l-o-l-g-o-a-t-laughs-out-loud
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416963-wombat-waiting?returnSearch=Q-19u21srHiMsFXTAhT9rQ/1&returnProduct=416963
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416963-wombat-waiting?returnSearch=Q-19u21srHiMsFXTAhT9rQ/1&returnProduct=416963
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/409193-buffalo-fluffalo-and-puffalo?returnSearch=7NBQWCHX3id9R_ZwgV3xjQ/1&returnProduct=409193
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/428368-licorice?returnSearch=ufWYKvknlX140O1E54aVpQ/1&returnProduct=428368
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/428368-licorice?returnSearch=ufWYKvknlX140O1E54aVpQ/1&returnProduct=428368
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411106-the-road-from-nowhere?returnSearch=WXBUAlPnqhhXxl13QLHA-A/1&returnProduct=411106
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/411106-the-road-from-nowhere?returnSearch=WXBUAlPnqhhXxl13QLHA-A/1&returnProduct=411106
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416488-the-cow-in-the-dark-at-night?returnSearch=esPUuvQx2g7-lyyI9EBzNA/1&returnProduct=416488
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416488-the-cow-in-the-dark-at-night?returnSearch=esPUuvQx2g7-lyyI9EBzNA/1&returnProduct=416488
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/414618-serafina-makes-waves
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/414618-serafina-makes-waves
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/caroline-l-perry/i-am-not-grumpy/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/christy-mandin/millie-fleurs-pumpkin-problem/
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416546-the-skeleton-and-the-cat?returnSearch=Sw_VTuJ1dX1DBdgQDtw-5Q/1&returnProduct=416546
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/416546-the-skeleton-and-the-cat?returnSearch=Sw_VTuJ1dX1DBdgQDtw-5Q/1&returnProduct=416546
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417803-owl-by-myself?returnSearch=s96V6y7lO0_2-tctSNC_ww/1&returnProduct=417803
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/417803-owl-by-myself?returnSearch=s96V6y7lO0_2-tctSNC_ww/1&returnProduct=417803
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/413909-frabbit-birth-of-a-superhero?returnSearch=7WgMZeW-2XM4j_EPjJwB7g/1&returnProduct=413909
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/396731-raccoons?returnSearch=4TQSNEy_qD-vHDbjnsf0XA/1&returnProduct=396731
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/393280-katie-big-and-strong-the-true-story-of-the-mighty-woman-who-could-lift-anything?returnSearch=Y7yVkYBTivowsvW_5jEpbA/1&returnProduct=393280
https://www.perma-bound.com/ViewDetail/393280-katie-big-and-strong-the-true-story-of-the-mighty-woman-who-could-lift-anything?returnSearch=Y7yVkYBTivowsvW_5jEpbA/1&returnProduct=393280
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978-1-66898-061-3
Air traffic controller (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Brand new as of August 2026 Part of a Series would love to purchase all 8: Series: 21st century skills library. Future-ready careers: jobs AI can't do

978-1-66898-062-0
Carpenter (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready Careers-
Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-063-7
Dental hygienist (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-064-4
Elevator mechanic (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-065-1
HVAC technician (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-066-8
Medical assistant (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready 
Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-067-5
Renewable energy technician (21st Century Skills Library: 
Future-Ready Careers-Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-66898-068-2
Welder (21st Century Skills Library: Future-Ready Careers-
Jobs AI Can't Do) Reeves, Diane Lindsey MS Part of Series New August 2026

978-1-64609-204-8 My clueless first friend. 1 (My Clueless First Friend, Book 1) Kawamura, Taku MS Student Requested Series (Want to purchase full set of 10)School Library Journal Xpress (December 15, 2023) Gr 6 Up-Nishimura has the misfortune of being referred to as "the grim reaper" by everyone in her class due to her intense stare and gloomy vibe. But when new kid Takada catches wind of this, he not only abstains from picking on Nishimura, but instead thinks the aura she possesses is super cool! Rather than making her feel bad, Takada wants to get closer to Nishimura in order to soak up some of her "gothic" qualities and become better acquainted as friends. By and large, this slice of life story is very sweet. Takada is a gentle (albeit a little "out to lunch") character, who seems to genuinely care for the oft-heckled Nishimura, and wants her to feel better about herself. While one can rightfully debate as to whether or not Takada playing into the "grim reaper" persona that's been (let's face it) forcibly assigned to Nishimura is the best way to put an end to the obvious bullying that's going on, it's clear he means well. In the book's defense, Nishimura does eventually feel gratitude for Takada's silly interjections. Art is lighthearted and playful, fitting the overall tone of the narrative. The book's chapter lengths vary. Some are a handful of pages where the gag is quick; others are a more standard length for manga, where more sincere character development is able to take place. VERDICT While it's sometimes frustrating to see Nishimura's tormentors not truly put in their place, My Clueless First Friend does feature some very cute, likable characters that are earnestly trying to do their best to spread more kindness around.-Joe Pascullo © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.School Library Journal Xpress, 12/15/23
978-1-42159-110-0 Kuroko's basketball. 11 & 12 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 6) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-111-7 Kuroko's basketball. 13 & 14 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 7) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-112-4 Kuroko's basketball. 15 & 16 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 8) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-113-1 Kuroko's basketball. 17 & 18 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 9) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-518-4 Kuroko's basketball. 19 & 20 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 10) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-519-1 Kuroko's basketball. 21 & 22 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 11) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-612-9 Kuroko's basketball. 23 & 24 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 12) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)

978-1-42159-613-6 Kuroko's basketball. 25 & 26 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 13) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-614-3 Kuroko's basketball. 27 & 28 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 14) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-42159-615-0 Kuroko's basketball. 29 & 30 (Kuroko's Basketball, Book 15) Fujimaki, Tadatoshi MS Student Requested Series (Books 1-5 already approved)
978-1-54614-099-3 Hikaru in the light! 1 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series Grades 3-7. This bright, fresh manga perfect for younger readers follows one girl’s journey to idol stardom. Singing every day in her family’s bathhouse, Hikaru is sure the only fans she’ll ever have are the old people who frequent the business. But when a music producer announces a new idol group concept, Hikaru’s friend Ran challenges her to try out, too. Soon, Hikaru is giving her all in an effort to achieve her dreams of becoming an idol as the two girls engage in healthy competition to join this new group. Readers who are not quite ready for Tsurumaikada’s Medalist will appreciate this energetic series opener, which engages in similar themes of striving to achieve one’s dreams while remaining authentic to one’s roots. With a dynamic balance of humor and heartfelt determination, this manga is vibrant with bubbly character illustrations and a diverse group of characters vying for the idol spotlight. Social bathing is a common cultural practice in Japan, and scenes in the bathhouse feature only implied nudity suiting the context. While the final artwork was not seen, this manga, unlike most others, will be in full color. The gentle story, noticeably lacking violence, focuses on friendship and self-determination, which is sure to appeal to younger readers looking for stories with heart, especially elementary schoolers who dream of pop stardom.A Japanese teen auditions for a highly competitive musical group. Hikaru, 14, sings while cleaning her family’s bathhouse—the high walls’ acoustics are perfect, and the elderly audience members are an encouraging bunch, even if they keep requesting American oldies. But she wonders if there’s more to life; for the past few years, her good friend Ran has been performing in a highly produced pop band. Ran shows up one night, declaring that she quit the group and that she wants to audition for a new ensemble being formed by a world-famous producer—and she hopes Hikaru will join her. Hikaru agrees, and the two dive straight into the rigorous competition together. Hikaru’s central struggle proves her greatest gift; she’s an amateur who performs with a mop instead of a mike, but she sings with her whole heart, captivating both the judges and her fellow contestants. Meanwhile, Ran wants to reinvent herself and prove she’s more than just a pretty face. This manga, originally published in Japan, focuses on the competition’s stages and personalities; the closest U.S. analogue is musical competition shows like The Voice, though this story has more grit than gloss. Full-color illustrations capture, with equal charm, Tokyo street scenes and idols sparkling onstage. Hikaru’s hyperexpressive face conveys a broad range of emotions, making her big eyes look even bigger; she’s a comedic, sympathetic central character. Potential pop stars sparkle in this intense series starter. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-102-0 Hikaru in the light! 2 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series Rivalries heat up as a Japanese amateur singer strives to master her skills quickly. Hikaru and Ran have made it past auditions and are officially in the running for a fresh, performance-focused idol group. They find themselves among 40 girls who have two days to prove their singing and dancing skills before half the group is eliminated. Hikaru, who’s never danced professionally, watches closely as the other girls audition and uses her observations of both their talents and deficiencies to inform her own performance. Meanwhile, Ran is trying to figure out how to distinguish herself after failing to stand out in her previous idol group. After an intense elimination, the 20 remaining girls are grouped into teams, with amateurs working alongside veteran performers to prove their ability to take critique, improve their talents, and save themselves from elimination. This second entry in the manga series, originally published in Japan, focuses heavily on the philosophical underpinnings of creative performance, highlighting talent, tension, and the drive to excel. Other competitors are introduced and given more distinct personalities, including Kaede, a former backup dancer for another idol group, and Hikaru’s bold, encouraging roommate, Amina. Older mentors for the group provide voices of wisdom and encourage Hikaru to reflect on what really makes her performances shine. Hikaru’s roommate and vocal coach both have brown skin. The thrill of competition takes the spotlight in this intense series installment. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-105-1 Hikaru in the light! 3 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series A seasoned performer attempts to find her footing as a team leader. The first installments of this manga series saw bright-eyed Hikaru and stoic Ran competing to join a new pop-star group, and things are getting increasingly challenging as eliminations begin. In this third volume, Hikaru, an amateur singer who cut her chops singing in her grandparents’ Tokyo bathhouse, and Ran, her older friend who has already spent years performing with a popular Japanese girl group, have been assigned to teams of five and are set to be judged on song and dance performances they’ve prepared themselves. This book focuses primarily on Ran’s internal struggle; her teammates choose her as group leader based on her professional experience. Though she’s an industry veteran, she’s always been in the background, and she struggles to speak up, take charge, and articulate what’s needed to bring out the best in her fellow contestants. Searching her heart to determine why she still seeks stardom, Ran, a talented but somewhat stymied performer, remembers that it makes her truly happy to bring her audience joy. Like the previous entries, this tale emphasizes intense self-reflection and the complex alchemy that creates a skillful musical performance. Ran’s highly focused mood gives the story a somewhat more sober tone and look than the earlier volumes and will bring readers closer to the series superstar cast. Sincere soul-searching set before a sparkling backdrop. (Graphic fiction. 9-15)
978-1-54614-108-2 Hikaru in the light! 4 Matsuda, Mai MS Student Requested Series

ISBN: 1-620-10784-8; ISBN 13: 978-1-620-
10784-3 Jonna and the Unpossible Monsters Samnee, Chris MS

Publishers Weekly (7/26/21)
Inspired by their three daughters, the married team of Eisner Award-winning cartoonist Chris Samnee (Black Widow) and debut author Laura Samnee creates a lush fantasy brimming with gigantic prehistoric-like monsters, underscored by a resilient sisterly bond. Rainbow, a purple-haired, light brown-skinned girl in a pink hat and overalls, has been searching for her adopted younger sister, Jonna, a shorter peach-skinned girl with a cloud of salmon-colored hair and superhuman physical abilities, for a year, after a devastating monster attack destroyed their home. Finally reuniting by chance, the sisters set out to find their father, encountering a camp of monster fighters and survivors also looking for loved ones along the way. When a new monster stumbles onto their cave, however, Jonna shows her skills, and a slick-looking peach-skinned person named Saro offers camaraderie. While exposition is lacking, sparse dialogue allows Chris-s illustrations to shine, with scenic spreads in vibrant colors and clean paneling that emphasizes fluid, dynamic art. This immersive, fast-paced adventure focuses on building the siblings- world, resulting in a spare but propulsive series opener. Back matter includes a note from the creators as well as activity pages. Ages 9-12. (Aug.)

ALA Booklist (6/1/21)
Meet Jonna, a wild, high-flying girl who packs one heck of a punch. She was separated from her father and sister, Rainbow, after their home was attacked by one of the giant monsters inhabiting the planet where they live. After endlessly searching for Jonna at every settlement camp she could find, Rainbow finally finds a lead and drops everything for a chance of being reunited with her sister. The Samnees have created a thrilling, colorful setting for their readers, rich with mysterious world building and enticing questions ere did the monsters come from? Why are they attacking the planet? Most of the threads are left tantalizingly unanswered, hopefully to be explored in future installments. The playful full-color artwork nicely blends the fantasy setting, particularly the backgrounds dense with detail, with cinematic, clearly drawn action scenes. Imaginative and engaging, this fantasy series opener should find an easy audience among a wide range of middle-grade fans of the genre. Pair with Natalie Riess and Sara Goetter's Dungeon Critters (2020) for another adventure with bigger secrets at play.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747403-5-8 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0937-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747403-5-2 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0937-7

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 1: Don't Be Late to Kimetsu 
Academy! Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series of 
Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747434-0-3 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0939-5
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747434-0-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0939-1

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 2: The Kimetsu Academy 
Night Tour Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series of 
Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747462-5-9 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0940-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747462-5-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0940-7

Demon Slayer: Kimetsu Academy 3: The Missing Butterfly 
Ornament Gotouge, Koyoharu MS

Student request for spin-off series of 
Demon Slayer

ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-74973-5 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-8532-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-74973-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-8532-2 Monster Locker Aguirre, Jorge MS Student request for dystopian graphic novels

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (10/7/24)
A locker in a middle school basement leads to world-ending troubleSixth grade isn’t looking too good for friendless Pablo Ortiz, who still has no cell phone. Prepping for his sister’s quinceaÃ±era is no fun, either. â��New year, new school,same crap.â�� Then Pablo pries open his locker to discover that Obie the Evil, a blobby, tadpolelike monster, resides inside. Obie wants Pablo’s help in unleashing â��the world’s mostloathsome monsters,â�� who will conquer and enslave all humans. After Pablo (who’d prefer to fly under the radar) refuses repeated requests, the persistent Obie tricks him into opening a portal to the realm of monsters, summoning Coatlicue. The vindictive Aztec Earth goddess releases frightening creatures in her wake that first attack Pablo’s school and then head out into Columbus, Ohio, transforming captured people into animals. Joined by his newfound friends and guided by his feisty, wise abuela, Pablo must step up to become an unexpected hero who saves the day in an unanticipated way. Centered on an amusing premise, this tale of ancient monsters and one very irate goddess serves up heaps of goofy humor thanks to its reluctant, pint-size Latine hero, comically antagonistic baddies, and frequent breaking of the fourth wall. A rich cast of culturally diverse characters, seamlessly inserted social commentary, and bustling, snappy artwork contribute greatly to a briskly paced adventure that teases a sequel.A simply smashing monster bash. (visual Nahuatl glossary, character sketches)(Graphic adventure. 10-14)

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 09/01/2024 Copyright 2024 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 4–8— Mesoamerican goddesses and monsters rampage through a middle school when a boy's locker doubles as a portal to another world in this new middle grade series. Pablo Ortiz is a sixth grader who is afraid of ghost stories, which causes him to look silly at his sister's quincea&1;era celebration, and in front of his former friend-turned-bully. But when he accidentally summons an Aztec goddess bent on destruction to the halls of Glenfield Middle School, he has to face his fears and save the world. Luckily, he has two friends by his side: new kid Takashi Rosenberg and field hockey outcast Maggie Murphy, who find themselves dragged into Pablo's crisis. He also has his abuela, who has more experience with monsters than one may think. Filled with Mesoamerican cultural references and history, Aguirre and Mart&7;nez blend history and fantasy into an exciting story with a message on being good stewards to our planet. Back matter includes a pronunciation guide for the mythical creatures featured in the story. VERDICT With laugh-out-loud humor, rich cultural details, and eye-catching illustration, this series opener will have readers clamoring for the next installment. An essential first purchase.— Rosemary Kiladitis

ISBN: 0-7603-9032-0
ISBN 13: 978-0-7603-9032-0 Orisha, Volume 1: With Great Power Umar, Huzayfa and Saturday AMMS

ALA Booklist
Aboki often finds himself the target of bullying and ostracization because of the strange birthmarks on his face, and he ends up in the wilderness outside the village, alone. On one such occasion, he stumbles across a mysterious glowing object: a celestial seed belonging to a powerful Orisha. It fuses with Aboki, and he's plunged into a cosmic power struggle between Orisha, voodoo beasts, and humans, complicated by prophecies and murderers vying for the power now resting in him. This is an action-packed story that balances world building with fight scenes and brings in a fresh perspective with its inspiration from African mythology. There are times when certain phrases become too repetitive, but readers will most likely forgive that in light of Aboki's lovability and altruism, as well as the overall pace and interest of the storyline. Umar's illustrations alternate between sketches and fine details, comical facial expressions and serious hero poses. This variety for different situations heightens the reading experience. Fans of Saint Seiya or InuYasha may also enjoy the mythology elements and adventuring aspects of this series.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 12/12/2026 Copyright 2026 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 7 Up —Due to unique birthmarks, Aboki is often singled out by people in his village. During a game in the forest, where he is once again playing as the monster instead of the hero, Aboki stumbles across an Orisha seed that magically bonds with him. A nearby spirit informs him that he is now the new celestial Orisha and that the powers he has inherited will draw beasts to him, right before a monster erupts into the clearing. Aboki needs to learn how to control and wield his new powers quickly to protect himself and others, but with other Orisha skeptical of him, it'll be an uphill battle to find someone willing to train him. Not everyone is as they seem; without full control of his abilities, will Aboki be able to hold on to his positivity and survive? Nigerian-born creator Umar has expertly crafted a fantasy world enriched with West African mythos. His black-and-white sketchy illustration style is excellent at conveying movement, and the art is explosive during battle sequences. VERDICT This blend of West African folklore and manga storytelling is highly recommended.— Lisa Rowland

ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14255-X Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-7994-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14255-3 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-7994-9 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 1 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Dyslexia student(s) request for more anime/manga as a high interest format with picture support

School Library Journal
From 03/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7— Middle school student Hikaru's world is turned upside down when a mysterious mechanical arm fuses with his hoodie. It turns out that the arm has a name, Alma, and it is a sentient being that has zero recollection of what or who it is. There is little time to figure out those details as it becomes increasingly clear that Alma is potentially highly valuable and is being sought by dangerous organizations, including the Kagami Group. While manga is often the inspiration for anime, in Mecha-Ude 's case, the anime came first, which is apparent in how the story is told and the amount of action on each page. It's also in color instead of traditional black-and-white. Both the color and the lines are bright, dynamic, and exciting. Younger readers new to manga might enjoy the action sequences, though the plot is somewhat hard to follow. Subsequent volumes will likely help to explain and develop characters and backstory. VERDICT This mecha book is a good choice for those seeking action-based stories or anyone looking for an entry to manga.— Sarah Maciejewski
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ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14258-4 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-7995-7
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14258-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-7995-6 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 2 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14261-4 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-0297-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14261-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0297-2 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 3 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-546-14264-9 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-1209-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-546-14264-5 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1209-4 Mecha-Ude: Mechanical Arms 4 Koyoka, Yoshino MS Sequel
ISBN: 0-8075-0562-5
ISBN 13: 978-0-8075-0562-5 Bats Beneath the Bridge Nolan, Janet MS

Kirkus Reviews
Texans learn to love the bats that roost under the Congress Avenue Bridge.When a bridge in Austin was renovated in the 1980s, the crevices beneath it became the perfect home for Mexican free-tailed bats, which moved in by the hundreds of thousands. Their human neighbors didn’t welcome themâ��until a bat biologist, Dr. Merlin Tuttle, explained how beneficial the bats were to the environment; they ate insect pests, which meant farmers didn’t have to rely so heavily on pesticides. Now locals and tourists alike come to watch the bats fly out from their daytime roosts under the bridge each evening. Nolan smoothly tells this story for a young audience, weaving in information about bat behaviors such as echolocation. Her straightforward narrative is set on colorful full-bleed spreads of mixed-media illustrations. The enthusiastic bat watchers pictured are a diverse group, and the bats are engaging; many have kittenlike faces. The text seems long for a read-aloud, but the pictures will show well, and the subject will be of interest to the intended audience, who may not have encountered bats in their own lives but will probably have formed some opinions about them. The backmatter adds some bat facts, but for readers who want more, Gail Gibbons’ updated Bats (2019) will fit the bill.Appropriately celebrates an urban natural wonder. (foreword by Dr. Merlin Tuttle, history of the Congress Avenue Bridge bats, bat facts, glossary) (Informational picture book. 4-8)Texas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: 1-682-63604-6
ISBN 13: 978-1-682-63604-6

The Blue Jays That Grew a Forest Street, Lynn MS
School Library Journal
From 07/25/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. K-Gr 2 —This nature-themed picture book walks readers through the symbiotic relationship between oak trees and blue jays. Narrated in poetic verse and accompanied by colored pencil illustration, the book allows readers to journey alongside these intelligent birds from one summer to the next. There is much work to be done to prepare for winter, tasks that benefit different ecosystems across the countryside. Blue jays do the important work of transporting acorns through flight. They inevitably drop some acorns which sprout into seedlings later. Over an extended time, the birds expand their own habitats while broadening the homes of other plants and animals. Street and Hunter have created a title that is educational and visually stunning. Elegant language, particularly the occasional use of shape poetry, supplements the serene narrative. Included in the endnotes are additional facts about blue jays in relation to oak trees. VERDICT A recommended purchase anywhere nature lovers and animal fanatics abound.—Alison Schwartz

ALA Booklist (6/1/25)
A mighty oak tree stands tall, sheltering animals and offering shade. It needs to spread its acorns to encourage other seedlings to germinate, and it gets assistance from an unexpected source: the busy blue jays! The jays rely on the acorns for food, and they'll gather and store them by the thousands for winter snacking. They'll hide them in the ground and under leaves, stashing them away from other hungry critters. Winter sees them gobble up their secret snacks, but even the cleverest blue jay forgets a few, and new oak trees soon sprout from the abandoned acorns, eventually forming a flourishing forest. This beautiful book cleverly covers a full year of the amazing arrangement, with attractive colored-pencil illustrations displaying each season in splendid detail. Close-ups of sprouting seeds are treated with the same care as aerial views of ever-expanding forests, and excellent and extensive back matter further fleshes out the information imparted by the lyrical text. An outstanding observation of a remarkable reciprocal relationship in the natural world.

ISBN: 0-8234-5103-8
ISBN 13: 978-0-8234-5103-6 His Fairytale Life: A Book About Hans Christian Andersen Yolen, Jane MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (2/1/25)
Starred Review The son of a shoemaker and a washerwoman, Hans Christian Andersen grew up in poverty. Though illiterate, his mother, a great storyteller of traditional fairy tales, was an inspiration to him. In his teens, Andersen moved to Copenhagen, where he learned to read in a class for preschoolers. He tried to make a living as a singer and a playwright before writing the stories, sometimes based upon traditional tales, that brought him fame, fortune, and a large, appreciative audience. In her new book, Yolen, who also wrote The Perfect Wizard: Hans Christian Andersen (2004), describes Andersen as longing for love but often lonely, though after his death, he was "mourned by all the world." In this picture-book biography, the art often captures the grace and emotional resonance of traditional fairy tale illustrations. Working with graphite, ink, and watercolor, Boynton-Hughes makes good use of soft blues, grays, and greens, balanced with subdued shades of tawny colors and creamy whites. Sometimes intense but often idyllic, the scenes of Andersen living his secluded life and his stories' heroes leading their adventurous ones are similar in their sense of drama and suffering. This beautiful picture book serves as a poetic tribute from one imaginative writer to another.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
One luminary of children’s literature pens a picture-book biography about another.
Once called “the Hans Christian Andersen of American children’s literature” by Newsweek magazine, Yolen honors that great Danish author of literary fairy tales. Contemporary readers may know only a handful of Andersen’s hundreds of stories—those about “an Ugly Duckling, the Snow Queen, a mermaid who loved a prince, a princess who could feel a pea under twenty mattresses”—but Yolen pays tribute to his legacy, which has unquestionably influenced her own career. As she references those enduring tales in the context of his greater body of work, Yolen sensitively recounts how Andersen’s story—“more like a fairy tale than a life”—was marked by hardship, ambition, creativity, and longing. The beauty of her writing astounds, perhaps especially at the breathtaking line that he “lived the single long sentence of his life till its end,” the double meaning of the word sentence searing in its poignancy. Throughout, Boynton-Hughes’ illustrations rise to meet Yolen’s achievement, with myriad references to Andersen’s stories embedded like easter eggs for readers to find in her detailed but never cluttered spreads. She especially excels at delineating real and imaginary vistas as she depicts Andersen’s life, his stories, and his memories and imaginings through layered, inviting compositions.

A treasure. (more about Andersen, further reading) (Picture-book biography. 4-8)
ISBN: 1-525-31294-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-525-31294-6 I'm Longer Than You!: An Epic Contest of Measurement Fisher, Carolyn MS

Kirkus Reviews
With a free lunch on the line, Supersaurus and Blue Whale submit to being measured by Inchworm to see who’s longerUnsurprisingly, complications ensue. No sooner does Inchworm finish laboriously spanning Supersaurus than the time comes for the invertebrate to go off and change into a moth. Centipede arrives to measure Blue Whale, but the newcomer delivers a result in metric units rather than Inchworm’s customary ones. So how to tell who’s the longer monster? Enter Dragonfly, standing in for the author to propose a solution: You can change inches to centimeters WITH MATH! Going for maximum volume in both the dialogue and the exuberantly drawn art, Fisher concocts a rollicking lesson in using units of measure. Having led the clueless leviathans through the simple calculations to reconcile the results (cleverly beginning with figures that allow the answer to come out in whole numbers), Fisher leaves the giants behind to squabble over whether their pizza should be topped with ferns or krill. The author goes on to introduce each member of the cast by name and, of course, length and to expand on the metric and customary systems while introducing some outliers like the zeptosecondae and barleycorn. Fun beyond measure.(Informational picture book. 6-8)Texas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: Publisher: 0-593-37778-8 Perma-
Bound: 0-8000-9068-3
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-593-37778-9 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-9068-5 Narwhal: Unicorn of the Arctic Fleming, Candace MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (7/8/24)
Starred Review Fleming adds to her oeuvre of picture books introducing distinctive animals with this lyrical paean to the world's smallest whale. Using a second person present tense perspective, she encourages readers to imagine that they are narwhals: jousting with their tusk ("thick as a lamppost, / taller than a man, / . . . green with algae and alive with sea lice"); searching for leads (cracks of open water that enable these Arctic mammals to breathe); avoiding hungry orcas, walruses, and sea lions; and diving, sometimes a mile deep, in search of food ("You flip upside down to feed, / suck the fish into your toothless mouth, / swallow it whole."). So'Oteh's bold digital art makes good use of light and dark, portraying textures and details so vividly they almost resemble photographs. Most spreads flow horizontally, except for one double-gatefold (depicting a deep dive for food) that requires a 90-degree turn. Dark blues and greens predominate in the underwater scenes with a wider palette employed above the surface. Appended with an informative author's note that acknowledges the importance of Inuit knowledge and contributions to current narwhal research, as well as suggested reading, this will be popular with animal lovers everywhere rticularly those convinced these unicorns are imaginary.

Horn Book (7/8/24)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Readers are immediately immersed in the life of a narwhal as the unseen narrator invites them into the narrative: "You are a narwhal -- / shy, / swift, / small (for a whale)." Thus begins a glimpse into the seasonal behaviors of these distinctive animals. It is winter, and the narwhal jousts with another male, swims in the leads (nicely defined in both text and illustrations), and dives deep for food. A striking and informative vertical gatefold depicts the near-mile-long fishing expedition, while the text explains that at those depths narwhals use echolocation to find food. As summer approaches, the narwhals migrate as a pod, following the same path they and their ancestors have used before. The shallow summer waters hold dangers such as hungry orcas, but this pod outsmarts them. As the days grow shorter, indicating it's time to leave, a blizzard temporarily traps the pod under the ice. As in similar books (most recently Polar Bear, rev. 11/22), Fleming does not overdramatize these challenges but presents them as a natural part of survival. So'oteh's digital illustrations detail the majestic settings both on the surface and at great depths, while emphasizing the grace of these mammals. Particularly enlightening back matter expands on the text, offering, for example, more detail on jousting, narwhals' deep dives, and questions surrounding how they will adapt to climate change. Fleming provides a glimpse into the research process, ranging from adapting new advances in technology to partnerships with Indigenous peoples. A bibliography completes this fine book.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-7972-2820-X Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-1383-X
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-7972-2820-4 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1383-1 This Is My Brain!: A Book on Neurodiversity Gravel, Elise MS

ALA Booklist (9/1/24)
Though all brains look "like big, jellyish, squishy wads of chewing gum," each one is unique d with a friendly "Hey!" from an anthropomorphic brain, we're off to learn more! With her trademark conversational text and minimalist cartoons of colorful, monster-like beings, Gravel explains the basics of how brains work and celebrates their differences. Giggle-worthy speech bubbles (familiar to fans of Gravel's Disgusting Critters series) demonstrate that brains direct us not only to "run!" and "count to 3," but also to "say hi to Grandma!" and "fart!" Though no diagnoses are named, readers may recognize themselves and others in the characters who use wheelchairs, learn at different speeds, are "very sad these days," or find that "loud music makes [them] feel AWFUL!" Kid-friendly text explains the challenge and importance of respecting all kinds of brains, and describes how to care for our physical brains (eat right, sleep) as well as their less tangible aspects (talk about your feelings). Readers just becoming aware of and curious about their (and others') brains will embrace this approachable, upbeat introduction.

Publishers Weekly (9/23/24)
Gravel’s signature creature-filled cartoons celebrate brains’ beautiful diversity. With googly eyes, skinny arms and legs, and a cheerful-appearing disposition, the “big, jellyish, squishy” brain that stars fills panels with speech-bubble commentary as narration lauds the subject’s “superpowers!” Simple text emphasizes that “every brain works DIFFERENTLY,” and multicolored monsters describe varied styles of learning (via tactile methods, alone, with others, and more) and perceiving the world. Cheery coloring and bright round characters, depicted with varying abilities, impart a reassuring message of open-mindedness and compassion toward others and self. While the book never directly explores neurodiversity as a term, its emphasis on acceptance and experience (“It’s a bit like our brains are wearing different colored glasses”) hints at the paradigm. Ages 8–12. (Oct.)

ISBN: 1-536-23236-X
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23236-3

The Crane and the Keeper: How an Endangered Crane Chose 
a Human as Her Mate Pincus, Meeg MS

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 12/13/2024 Copyright 2024 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 2–4 —Pincus's nonfiction picture book displays the importance of the animal-human connection. Walnut, the dancing White-naped crane, had been in and out of zoos her entire life. At 24 years of age, hope had been all but lost at the prospect of her accepting a mate and hatching any chicks. As a hatchling in Wisconsin, Walnut had imprinted on humans and therefore wanted nothing to do with other cranes; she identified as a human. This was a big problem, given that White-naped cranes were dwindling in the wild. Upon Walnut's arrival at the Smithsonian National Zoo, her keeper, Chris Crowe, developed a bond with her over two years. Over the duration of 11 years, Walnut laid seven eggs that successfully hatched. Readers' hearts will soar at the bond between Walnut and Crowe. Pictures depict Walnut at various stages of life and warmly demonstrate what patience and love can accomplish; these digitally rendered illustrations mimic watercolor. Well-paced and thoughtfully written, this book is certain to captivate readers across a broad age range. Additional material in the back contains further information about Walnut and cranes, as well as a Q&;A with Crowe. VERDICT This outstanding book with great information is endearing as well, demonstrating the power of perseverance, love, and commitment. A first purchase wherever children flock.—Tracy Cronce

Horn Book (4/1/25)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. This nonfiction picture book tells the intriguing story of Walnut, a white-naped crane who imprinted on a human when she first hatched in 1981. Over the next two decades, she is subsequently sent to, and removed from, multiple zoos due to aggressive behavior. At the age of twenty-four, she enters a specialized breeding program for endangered cranes under the care of the Smithsonian's National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute (NZCBI), where she forms a close relationship with crane keeper Chris Crowe. Pincus skillfully weaves information about animal behavior and themes of trust and companionship into a story that highlights how patience and understanding can lead to extraordinary connections. The text is informative and accessible, detailing Walnut's journey while emphasizing the importance of conservation and explaining the critical role of breeding programs in preserving wildlife. O'Mara's digital illustrations, using soft colors that beautifully capture the realistic expressions of the crane, effectively convey the bond between bird and human. Back matter includes a glossary, a bibliography and resources, an interview with Crowe, and further information about NZCBI.

ISBN: 1-536-22947-4
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-22947-9 The Five Sides of Marjorie Rice: How to Discover a Shape Alznauer, Amy MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (1/1/25)
Starred Review A bright child in the 1930s, Marjorie loved nature and looked for patterns in the natural world. By her fifth year, she had taught herself to read, and when she started school, she was placed in second grade. As she grew up, she became fascinated by geometric shapes with three, four, or six straight sides. Groups of these identical polygons could fit together to create a repeating pattern (tessellation) on a floor, a wall, or a piece of paper. But only a few five-sided shapes could be combined to create such patterns. Twentieth-century mathematicians struggled to discover more, with limited success. Meanwhile, Marjorie grew up, married, and raised five children. In her spare time, she, too, searched for five-sided figures that tessellate, and she succeeded several times. Her discoveries brought attention to Rice as an amateur researcher making significant contributions to geometry. Writing with a storyteller's flair, Alznauer captures her audience's attention with colorful phrases and interesting facts. The back matter, which advises kids on how to create polygons and tessellations, is lively and engaging as well. Bron's expressive digital illustrations depict Rice at different ages, while helping readers understand the geometric challenges that fascinated her. A memorable picture-book biography featuring a notable amateur mathematician.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
The story of an amateur mathematician who joined professional ones in a long quest to solve a geometric puzzleA brainy, hands-on child who saw patterns all around her, Marjorie Rice (nee Jeuck, 1923-2017) grew up fascinated by both geometry and art. As an adult, she read one of her son’s science magazines and learned that while all three- and four-sided geometric figures could be tessellated (or tiled together) endlessly without gaps, the same could be said of only a scant handful of pentagons. Notwithstanding her lack of formal training, Marjorie attempted to find other pentagons and succeeded, by inventing a systematic method that the author describes in detail. Alznauer wisely suggests that, worthy as her discovery was, even more laudable was the fact that she was motivated not by profit or prestige but, like all true â��amateurs,â�� by love for the challenge and the beauty of the results. Bron reflects the latter in illustrations that incorporate most (or perhaps all) of the 15 possible tessellating pentagons into floors and backgrounds, into floral displays painted by Rice herself, and into views of her animated, slightly disheveled figure busily engaged in the daily business of running a household while thinking, envisioning, and sketching out ideas. Alznauer’s cogent, absorbing text captures Marjorie’s excitement and offers easily understood explanations of the math involved.Inspiration and validation for amateurs of all sorts, beautifully presented. (author’s note, bibliography, more information on shapes)(Picture-book biography. 7-9)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-547-60802-1 Perma-
Bound: 0-8479-2163-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-547-60802-7 
Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2163-8

The Friendship Train: A True Story of Helping and Healing 
After World War II Levy, Debbie MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review Best-selling author Levy explores another remarkable moment in history with this picture-book account of the Friendship Train. With tact and care, Levy describes the devastating food shortages Europeans faced in the aftermath of WWII. Evocative images, such as a map of Italy and France covered with the faces of sad and hungry children, segue to the American effort to help European children, spearheaded by journalist Drew Pearson. Orchestrating a large-scale food drive, Pearson arranged for a "Friendship Train" to travel across the U.S. collecting donations for the people of Europe. Levy movingly describes the generosity of Americans and how children rallied behind the cause, drumming up contributions and requesting Halloween "treats' of nuts and dried fruits and flour and macaroni for the hungry people across the sea." Eventually, the train grew to more than 500 boxcars. The story continues in France with André Picard, who wanted to show gratitude by collecting gifts for the American children who had been so generous. Kulikov's delicate art, created with pencil, black tea, and acrylic gouache, imparts an antique, old-world aesthetic that invites readers to immerse themselves in the story. A note with more context about the war and Drew Pearson concludes with an extensive bibliography. An uplifting, warm reminder about international generosity and solidarity welcome and important message in our current international climate.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 03/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 1–4— What could one person do to help people in need? Levy answers that question: one person can do a lot. This book tells the story of Drew Pearson, a writer in Washington, D.C., who comes up with an idea to send food to war-torn France and Italy just after World War II. His idea catches on even better than he could have imagined, and when it's time to set sail for Europe, it takes four ships to move all the goods. The people of France and Italy were very grateful and sent back their thanks, including gifts for every state. This is an inspiring story of what a single person can do to make a difference. The warmly colored artwork is a perfect match for the text, offering period details to help readers understand the feat that Pearson undertook and accomplished. Educators and families will enjoy this story of hope and persistence; in a time of political peril, the book will more than inspire children to act. VERDICT This is a first purchase for any library's nonfiction collection.— Debbie Tanner

ISBN: 1-536-24070-2
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-24070-2

The House on the Canal: The Story of the House That Hid 
Anne Frank Harding, Thomas MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/1/25)
The house at 263 Prinsengrachtâ��where Anne Frank and her family went into hiding during World War IIâ��has witnessed centuries of historyMarshlands gave way as the city of Amsterdam expanded and a canal was built. The titular house was constructed nearly 400 years ago, â��with strong brick walls, sturdy pine floors, and a green front door.â�� Some found a haven there in dangerous times; others found joy and laughter. The building’s fortune waxed and waned through neglect, fire, and restoration. It housed a series of workspaces and even a horse barn. Then, in the worst of times, a man rented the house for his business. When Amsterdam was no longer safe for Jewish people, the man, his family, and four others took refuge there, remaining silent and still and depending on trusted friends for supplies. The man’s younger daughter wrote a diary, chronicling her days and dreaming of a golden future that was not to be. When the man returned alone, a friend gave him the diary; he shared it with the world. Not naming the people and places in the narrative itself (though an opening note and detailed backmatter offer more information), Harding employs highly descriptive sensory language, heightening the emotions. Readers will emerge simultaneously awed by the passage of time and personally affected by the stories told. Teckentrup overlays her bright, exquisitely detailed sepia-toned depictions of the house and its environs with a misty haze; the results are hauntingly beautiful.Deeply moving, powerful, and breathtaking.(Informational picture book. 7-10)

Starred Review for Publishers Weekly (10/7/24)
Today, the tall narrow house on an Amsterdam canal is known worldwide as both a museum honoring the life of Anne Frank (1929–1945) and the Frank family’s hiding place. But as previous collaborators Harding and Teckentrup (The House by the Lake) convey, the house is also part of a “remarkable history” that spans four centuries and myriad reasons for seeking shelter. Beginning with the “little piece of marshland” on which the residence would stand, and tracing periods of sitting vacant and housing businesses, the recounting limns four sets of the home’s residents as small inset dates track the years. Making their lives as nearby church bells ring “four times every hour” are a 17th-century haven-seeking mother with 12 children; a well-connected 18th-century merchant; an early 20th-century ironmonger’s family; and, in poignant, haunting pages that form the book’s final section, the eight people who took refuge in its “hiding place” during WWII. The work’s large horizontal format showcases mixed-media images that combine the feel of engravings and old photos with layers of translucent color and texture, creating a sense of incidents being summoned, connected, and pondered via collective memory. Back matter includes further historical detail. Ages 7–10. (Jan.)

ISBN: Publisher: 0-8234-5849-0 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1386-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-8234-5849-3 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1386-2Hurricane Chin, Jason MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (6/23/25) Caldecott Medalist Chin braids together three stories: how hurricanes form, how scientists track their potential impact, and how the people of Cape Hatteras, a barrier island off the North Carolina coast, prepare for landfall.

Suspense builds as the three accounts unfold across two weeks, punctuated by daily weather reports. Readers meet meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, coastal Carolinians discussing what’s to come, and the Hurricane Hunters, “an elite group of scientists and pilots who fly into hurricanes” to gather information. This robust narrative demonstrates how crucial it is for scientists and communities to work together to keep safe during natural disasters. Chin beautifully illustrates the hurricane’s path as if seen from a weather satellite, capturing the blues and whites of Earth’s roiling oceans. Spreads featuring carefully composed, realistic images of active beachgoers interspersed with those of working scientists sometimes include speech bubbles. Chin expertly folds in information on the tropical cyclone wind scale, forecast models, storm surges, how warm water affects hurricanes, and more, accompanied by diagrams. On one wordless page, Chin captures the eye of the storm—an eerily calm, brightly lit neighborhood filled with downed trees and drenched roads. Always attentive to detail, he sketches a recurring stray cat wandering the town, left to survive the evacuation on its own. Characters are diverse.

Deeply empathetic, brilliantly illustrated, and chock-full of information. (information on hurricane science, map, further reading, selected sources, author’s note) (Informational picture book. 4-8)
ALA Booklist (4/1/25)
In a thorough, thoughtful overview aimed at younger audiences, Chin gives a topic of growing concern as hurricanes increase in number and intensity. Explaining how specialists use satellite data and observations gathered by airborne "Hurricane Hunters" maintained by both the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Air Force to predict hurricane sizes and courses, the text describes how the massive storms begin in the Atlantic and how their various parts and stages develop. Taking a narrower focus, Chin also draws on personal visits and interviews to describe d depict in typically precise, detailed illustrations w local residents of North Carolina's often-battered Hatteras Island help one another prepare for a coming hurricane, evacuate safely, and then afterward return to survey the damage and begin the cleanup. "It seems that the worst weather on Earth brings out the best in humanity," he writes, in closing appreciation of that community spirit. In the back matter, he also enlarges on the horrific damage recent hurricanes have wrought and closes with further tribute to the dedication of the meteorological community.

ISBN: 0-06-335183-8
ISBN 13: 978-0-06-335183-7 Lighthouse Ladies: Shining a Spotlight on Hardy Heroines Coronado, Kris MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review This fascinating nonfiction debut upends the idea that only men helmed lighthouses during their heyday by showcasing four of the many women who did this grueling, lifesaving work. The text first gives an overview on the demands of keeping a lighthouse, from cleaning the lamp and trimming wicks to making sure the light burned steadily. But the emphasis is on the perils inherent in lighthouse keeping, shown in stories of four women, spanning from 1869 to 1925, each of whom responded courageously to emergencies. We meet a woman at a lighthouse off Newport, Rhode Island, who, in 1869, rowed out to a capsized ship during a tumultuous storm and rescued drowning sailors; another woman in a San Francisco Bay lighthouse who responded to a broken foghorn during enshrouding fog in 1906 by pounding a hammer on a bell for 20 solid hours; a third woman in a lighthouse off the coast of Virginia who navigated a dangerous ice channel in 1912 to get provisions for the lighthouse she and her husband worked, finding her husband dead on her return; and, finally, a "lighthouse girl" who took over the family's lighthouse in Hawaii after a volcano erupted in 1925. The digital illustrations offer astonishing viewpoints from inside and out, putting readers right in the middle of the action. A wonderful addition to lighthouse lore.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (5/29/25)
True tales of daring and dedicationCoronado highlights the bravery, fortitude, and persistence exhibited by four female lighthouse keepers. In 1869, Ida Lewis rowed out and rescued two sailors when their boat capsized in Rhode Island’s Newport Harbor. Juliet Nichols sounded a bell for hours to warn of fog in San Francisco Bay in 1906. In 1912, with low temperatures and icy waters cutting her and her husband’s lighthouse off from the mainland, â��Auntâ�� Venus Parker rowed off to Chincoteague, Virginia, in search of supplies. And in 1925, Julia Toomey, a young native Hawaiian, helped keep the light burning at Oahu’s Makapu’u Point after her lighthouse keeper father’s death. The stories of these four intrepid heroes are exciting and well told in lively, smartly paced, and casually rhyming prose. The last few pages meaningfully expand the book’s reach, helping readers connect these exciting stories to their own lives as they face challenges and encouraging them to embrace both the big and the small moments of life. Thorough backmatter offers more context, with a page devoted to Julia Toomey. Dramatic, deep-toned artwork is a perfect match for the text, combining the stylized and the realistic and grabbing readers’ attention with unusual compositions in precisely detailed but sweeping graphic spreads.Inspiring episodes from the lives of four admirable women. (author’s note, selected bibliography, quotation sources, photographs)(Informational picture book. 5-9)

ISBN: 1-7972-2233-3
ISBN 13: 978-1-7972-2233-2

Mariam's Dream: The Story of Mariam Al-Shaar and Her Food 
Truck of Hope Boukarim, Leila MS

Publishers Weekly (1/27/25)
Born in a Beirut refugee camp, Mariam Al-Shaar (b. 1972) “will never be Lebanese./ She is Palestinian but may never go to Palestine./ Mariam is the daughter of refugees—/people who live between worlds.” Though the camp walls “keep her from working,/ from growing, from dreaming,” she nevertheless yearns to “do something, and she knows she can’t do it alone.” When she reaches out to the women of her camp, they express a love of cooking, “flavors from Palestine, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.” The result is Soufra, a women-run food business operated within the camp that slowly, facing discriminatory setbacks, expands to a food truck. Though the creators only briefly touch on Al-Shaar’s childhood, Avadikian’s digital images employ bright hues along with textured splashes, swirls, and waves in this work about an individual who dared “to dream of a better tomorrow.” Background characters are portrayed with various skin tones. An author’s note concludes. Ages 5–8. (Apr.)

Kirkus Reviews
The catering company Soufra is born when a Palestinian refugee dreams of a way to empower womenMariam al-Shaar was born in Lebanon, but she isn’t a citizenâ��she is a generational refugee, born to Palestinian parents. She and the others who live in their Beirut camp have little work, little say, and little hope. But Mariam dreams of more. Together with the women of her community, she decides to create a kitchen where people can come to cook meals from their home countries and earn a living. As her business grows, so do Mariam’s ambitions of owning a food truck, but the challenges she faces as a refugee with few rights feel as imposing as the walls that surround her. Unbroken and unintimidated, Mariam fights for two years for the legal right to share the food of Soufra outside her camp. Though Boukarim doesn’t entirely clarify how Mariam succeeds, her account is a stirring one, demonstrating that one person can truly make a difference with the power of perseverance. Avedikian’s digitally created illustrations are colorful and full of movement, capturing the forward momentum of Mariam’s aspirations for a better future for those around her. An author’s note, information about refugees and refugee camps, and a bibliography offer readers the opportunity to learn more, while a beautiful visual food glossary spotlights the featured dishes.Uplifting and highly inspirational.(Informational picture book. 4-8)

ISBN: 1-682-63733-6
ISBN 13: 978-1-682-63733-3 Mighty: The Story of an Oak Tree Ecosystem Cole, Henry MS

Horn Book (4/1/25)
From Copyright The Horn Book, Inc. © Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. The life of an oak tree is beautifully depicted in this engaging informational picture book. It begins with a simple yet profound concept: "A blue jay drops an acorn, and a tree's life begins." The narrative follows the acorn as it grows into a sapling, matures into a towering tree, and becomes a vital part of a forest ecosystem -- providing shelter, food, and resources to birds, insects, and mammals for more than two centuries. It produces acorns, but the text details reasons they don't necessarily grow into new oak trees. It also effectively depicts the effects of changes over time in the tree's environment, and of human development, as the forest gives way to a town. Cole's detailed, fine-lined pen-and-ink illustrations bring depth and life to the natural elements on each spread. With intricate layers, and endless details to pore over (find the camouflaged creatures!), the black-and-white art complements the minimal text, allowing readers to immerse themselves in the beauty of nature. The text strikes a balance between storytelling and information, educating readers about the oak tree's role in its ecosystem. The back matter provides helpful resources, such as steps to create an ecosystem and a diagram of forest habitat layers.

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 01/17/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. PreS-Gr 3 —Cole takes readers on a gentle journey via this beautifully illustrated guide to a mighty oak tree's life. He begins with where this life starts: a blue jay dropping an acorn on the forest floor. Readers follow the tree from acorn to sapling to trunk for over two centuries. As the tree grows taller and stronger, readers see the different animals that live in it over the years and the seasons it survives. Eventually, people create homes around the tree until it becomes a special part of a small town; it is a tree for all. Incredibly detailed illustrations were created using Micron pens on Bristol paper, all in black and white. At the end of the book, Cole includes small glimpses of "How to Build an Ecosystem" and "Forest Habitat Layers." Throughout the text there are larger vocabulary words introduced, making this a title for more advanced readers; it also works for the nature-obsessed child who already has a working knowledge of trees and natural life. VERDICT A storylike text, with tender turns and intricately laced drawings, this is the best of nature writing.—Kerri L. Williams

ISBN: 1-662-68053-8
ISBN 13: 978-1-662-68053-3 Tomatoes on Trial: The Fruit V. Vegetable Showdown Metcalf, Lindsay H. MS

ALA Booklist (6/1/25)
Are tomatoes fruits, or are they vegetables? Chronicling a produce importer's nineteenth-century lawsuit that went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court d that's now freshly topical since the case hinged on recently imposed tariffs tcalf leverages an amusingly told historical "FOOD FIGHT!" into a model for conducting formal debates of any sort. Inviting readers to analyze the arguments of "Team Fruit" and "Team Vegetable," she draws on multiple original and modern information sources to present evidence supporting both sides of the question. The author admits to falling into the latter camp but, along with a set of general tomato facts, offers in the back matter rival rosters of states and countries as evidence that the controversy is far from settled settleable. Fotheringham catches the tongue-in-cheek tone of the narrative with whimsical portraits of stiffly posed period contestants with bristly facial hair and cutaway views of produce thrown down as examples and counterexamples. Fruitful reading.

School Library Journal
From 04/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 1–3— With more puns than a tomato has seeds, this title will have young debaters ready to take on the challenge of "Fruit or Vegetable?" This is the historical tale of John Nix, the "Produce King" of New York City, who in 1886 wanted to import tomatoes to best his competition. Levied with a 10 percent tax that was placed on vegetables, Nix took his case to court to prove that tomatoes are a fruit rather than a vegetable, thereby avoiding the tariff. A mighty argument ensued. Full of evidence and rebuttals, the book exposes readers to the arguments on both sides of the issue and by the end, they might find their opinions have changed. No matter the outcome, readers will have learned a great deal about legal reasoning and how to make a convincing argument. Fotheringham's blotted line and color wash illustrations brim with humor and history, adding to the appeal of this engaging title. By the end, readers will be ripe and ready to make the case for the tomato's classification one way or another, will have learned some interesting facts, and gained a basic understanding of how to build a logical, fact-based argument. VERDICT This is a novel piece of nonfiction that is fully entertaining for older elementary students.— John Scott

ISBN: 1-662-68029-5
ISBN 13: 978-1-662-68029-8

Woody's Words: Woodrow Wilson Rawls and Where the Red 
Fern Grows Rogers, Lisa MS

School Library Journal
From 09/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. K-Gr 3— This beautiful picture book biography covers the upbringing of author Woodrow Wilson Rawls and the influences in his life that resulted in the creation of the classic, Where the Red Fern Grows . In stunning verse and illustrations, readers are taken through his childhood with potent glimpses into the man and author he would become. The book extends the story into his adulthood; the inclusion of quotes by Rawls describing different parts of his life offer an intriguing view on how he saw himself and his work. Reagan's illustrations all but steal readers' attention; variously hued watercolors create backgrounds from which the direct action of the story seems to pop off the page. Back matter includes more biographical information. VERDICT Recommended for all biography collections, this book would work beautifully in lockstep with any classroom unit on Where the Red Fern Grows. — Maria GrayboschTexas Topaz Nonfiction Reading List

ISBN: 1-536-23283-1
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23283-7

Fantastic Flora: The World's Biggest, Baddest, and Smelliest 
Plants Staats, Ann McCallum MS

Kirkus Reviews
Say hello to some peculiar plantsFrom the Venus flytrap to the flying-duck orchid, McCallum Staats uses descriptions of very large, very poisonous, very smelly, and very strange flora as jumping-off points to introduce basic botanical concepts. A profile of the Bolivian water lily, for instance, segues into an explanation of simple vs. compound leaves. An entry on the giant sequoia is accompanied by discussions of dendrochronology (tree aging) and coniferous vs. deciduous trees, while the profile on the sandbox tree leads to an explanation of the differences among thorns, spines, and prickles. These smoothly written, chatty entries cover a great deal of material, such as scientific names and details about related plants. Though the plants come from all over the world, McCallum Staats often mentions more familiar relatives. (The sandbox tree, for example, is related to the poinsettia.) Ingram includes both lush, striking illustrations of the plants as well as diagrams and close-ups of individual elements, such as the reproductive parts of a flower. Most similar books emphasize various botanical concepts; this clever reversal spotlights the extraordinary examples the writer has chosen, conveying plenty of general information while also wowing young readers.An attractive package that will intrigue and enlighten readers. (glossary, source notes, bibliography, index)(Nonfiction. 9-14)

ALA Booklist (3/1/25)
Budding botanophiles won't be the only audience for this widely focused ramble through the plant kingdom, as the author charges up general introductions to flowers, seeds and seed banks, plants in space, and more, including basic plant parts in general, from cellular leaf structures on up, with a dozen extreme, uncommon, or sometimes downright lurid examples. Joining the predatory Venus flytrap and the nose-wrinkling dead horse arum in riveting young readers is the white snakeroot, a widespread herb that flowers prettily while poisoning the milk of cows that graze on it; the equally toxic and attractive (and deadly) nightshade, cousin to the potato and tomato; and the sandbox tree with its violently exploding seedpods. The skunk cabbage may be the most memorable: not only does it emit an eye-watering reek to attract pollinators and have "contractile" roots that protectively pull the underground rhizome further underground, but it also comes up in spring, radiating enough warmth to melt snow. Ingram's graceful, harmoniously hued close-ups of flowers and foliage add notes of visual elegance that broaden the audience appeal even further.

ISBN: 0-8234-6276-5
ISBN 13: 978-0-8234-6276-6 Scat: The Incredible Science of Wildlife Poop Sanchez, Anita MS Texas Topaz Reading List
ISBN: 1-459-83844-0
ISBN 13: 978-1-459-83844-4 The True Story of Vanilla: How Edmond Albius Made History Richards, Ann MS

Starred Review ALA Booklist (5/1/25)
Starred Review This moving and bittersweet biography recounts how, in 1841, 12-year-old Edmond Albius, an enslaved houseboy on a sugar plantation on the island of Réunion, discovered how to hand-pollinate vanilla orchid plants. Before that, the plants could only be pollinated by bees in Mexico. His momentous discovery, known as le geste d'Edmond (Edmond's gesture), is still used today and helped the French colony of Réunion become a major worldwide vanilla-producing industry. Because he was uneducated and enslaved, many people didn't believe Albius' accomplishment. Botanist Jean Michel Claude Richard even tried to take the credit himself. Freed at age 19, Albius struggled to make a living, spent time in prison for stealing, and died at 51. Ferréol Bellier-Beaumont, Albius' former enslaver, repeatedly tried to get the island's governor to pay Albius for his discovery, but it never happened. When Albius was 34, he finally received credit for his pollination technique when his contribution appeared in a published article on the history of vanilla. Bright, colorful digital illustrations by Taylor vividly show what island life was like during this time period. The book discusses the reality of slavery and the racial violence and prejudice formerly enslaved individuals experienced. This engaging title includes sidebars and fun facts about vanilla and concludes with a time line, glossary, resources, and index.

School Library Journal
From 04/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–7— Richards's entry in the "Orca Biography" series centers Edmond Albius, the enslaved Black boy whose botanical discovery revolutionized the vanilla industry to this day. Born in 1829 on a sugar plantation on R&3;union Island, Albius was sent at age five to the small plantation of Ferr&3;ol Bellier-Beaumont, a skilled botanist who taught Albius everything he knew. At this time, the vanilla plant was flowering elsewhere but only bearing fruit in Mexico, pollinated by bees specific to the region. In 1841, 12-year-old Albius used his aptitude, and a bamboo shard, to shock everyone and successfully hand-pollinate the hermaphroditic vanilla plant locally. What follows is a journey of ups and harsh downs as Albius revitalizes the island's agriculture by spreading the knowledge of le geste d'Edmond (Edmond's gesture), but receives no compensation or credit for most of his 51 years of life. This book packs a great deal of information about Albius, and vanilla, into a well-paced tome. Taylor's illustrations are a highlight, bathing the text in warm natural hues that embody lush island flora and the richness of the vanilla plant (though inclusion of primary source images, such as Albius's daguerreotype, would've benefitted the text). Recurring "In the Pod" text boxes provide bulleted facts about how vanilla is grown and used; additional boxes provide context for topics including bee pollination, plant science, slavery legislation, and the business of vanilla farming. Though it doesn't follow U.S. terminology conventions when it comes to describing enslaved persons, the book is clear in reinforcing the inhumanity of slavery, and that Albius was deprived due recognition because he was enslaved. Back matter includes a timeline, glossary, resources list, and index. VERDICT A thoughtful and attractively illustrated STEM-centric biography of an underrepresented figure in Black history.— Ashleigh Williams



ISBN: Publisher: 1-536-21743-3 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-2334-7
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-536-21743-8 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2334-2

The Vanishing of Lake Peigneur: A Graphic Novel Based on a 
True Story Wolf, Allan MS

ALA Booklist (9/1/25)
Though Wolf's story is based on actual events (which inspired his recent novel, Junius Leak and the Spiraling Vortex of Doom), there are equal parts drama, horror, adventure, and environmental warning here. Detailed narration by Lake Peigneur itself, supported by soft linework and lucid, specific settings, ground the proceedings and give it a powerful sense of place while simultaneously infusing it with warm humanity. This keeps the narrative informative, even in moments of greatest shock and suspense, as a salt-drilling operation causes (maybe) a rupture within the local geology, creating a vast sinkhole, which sucks the lake and everything in it down into . . . who really knows? Ultimately, this is a story about the many lives ose of fishermen, boat crews, drill teams, and even dogs ught in the disaster. Over and over, we are told that this would be a good time to panic; but those involved did not, and several are eventually recognized with awards of heroism "for their cool-headed actions and leadership," as reported in comprehensive back matter. Finally, our story proves quite hopeful, about both human wherewithal and the resilience of nature.

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews
A true account of an astounding disaster, chronicled as a graphic narrative that reads like an environmental thrillerOn November 20, 1980, a routine oil-drilling operation in Louisiana’s Lake Peigneur accidentally went catastrophically wrong, creating a breach that allowed lake water to rush into underground mine chambers, draining the entire lake in mere hours. Wolf narrates this incredible story through the voice of the lake itself, weaving together multiple perspectivesâ��from miners trapped 1,300 feet underground to fishermen stranded on the suddenly exposed lakebed. Detailed diagrams, maps, and cross-sectional illustrations help readers unfamiliar with oil rig operations and underground mining truly understand the complex events unfolding. As the stakes escalateâ��first a stuck drill bit, then a tilting oil rig, then water rushing into the minesâ��the mounting tension becomes genuinely gripping. Pimienta’s artwork brilliantly supports the storytelling through strategic panel design that mirrors the characters’ emotional states. Underground scenes confine figures within increasingly numerous small panels, visually conveying the miners’ desperation, while more expansive panels capture the scale of the swirling sinkhole above. His palette enhances the dramaâ��inviting greens of the nearby Rip Van Winkle Gardens, oppressive darkness in the salt mine tunnels, and natural earth tones as the landscape literally dissolves. Wolf’s meticulous research is apparent in the technical details and authentic dialogue, while his honest acknowledgment of gaps in his investigation only adds credibility. Characters vary in skin tone.A riveting page-turner that will have readers eager to learn more about the topic. (author’s note, more information, miscellany, bibliography)(Graphic nonfiction. 10-14)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-339-04244-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1389-9
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-339-04244-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1389-3Wish I Was a Baller Shah, Amar MS

School Library Journal Starred Review
From 06/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 5 Up— Shah's coming-of-age story of growing up in Orlando, wanting to play ball and get the girl, and how he eventually became a journalist, is an excellent example of what happens when passion is combined with hustle. This graphic novel captures the journey of falling in love with a sport, chasing a dream, stumbling through failures, and picking back up again to push forward. Through the narrative, readers discover that even if success isn't guaranteed, the memories become wins in their own right. While Shah glosses over some of the events of the time, both in sports and culture, his own story is thoughtfully and thoroughly explored with a diverse cast of friends, people who help him (including Shaq), and those who try to stop him. With so few graphic novels centered around basketball, this stands out as a refreshing addition to collections. Doucet's illustrations perfectly reflect the time period of the 1990s, blending the idea of the baller and hip-hop culture into the tale, all while keeping the book accessible to younger readers. The pages are fun and lively, with bright colors capturing the vibrancy of the basketball teams and Orlando culture. VERDICT This nonfiction coming-of-age story is a perfect example of trying, failing, and rising again; it would be an excellent addition to sports collections and/or graphic novel sections.— Richard Winters

Publishers Weekly (5/26/25)
Sports journalist Shah (the Play the Game series) makes his comics debut in this confident graphic novel memoir. In 1995, 14-year-old Shah finesses a press pass from the school newspaper editor to gain access to the Chicago Bulls, who are practicing on his Orlando high school campus. Though Shah’s main goal is to meet the Bulls, once he experiences the notoriety and praise that proper research—and the perfect question—can afford, he becomes obsessed with learning everything about sports journalism. While peers and adults alike are impressed by the Indian American teen’s drive and resourcefulness, Shah’s often-single-minded determination also sows tension between him and his friends. As Shah delves deeper into the sports journalism landscape, he also contends with prejudice about his ethnicity and physical stature. With support from his family, however, Shah doggedly pursues his dream. Artwork by Doucet (Art Club) prioritizes the fast-paced action and movement of sporting events through fluid, heavily inked line art. The career focused plot trajectory, and the events’ effects on Shah’s relationships, provides a relatable framework from which like-minded readers can model their own pursuits. Photographs and an author’s note conclude. Characters are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 8–12. Illustrator’s agent: Jas Perry, Looking Glass Literary. (Aug.)

ISBN: Publisher: 0-06-328525-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8000-8289-3
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-0-06-328525-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-8289-5

The League of Littles Lyall, Casey MS
Publishers Weekly (3/24/25)
Lyall (Waking the Dead and Other Fun Activities) teams up with illustrator Faber in this shenanigans-filled graphic novel, a dual comics debut, that reimagines quintessential sibling rivalry. Nine-year-olds Lexi, Mo, and Eli are trainees in the League of Littles, a covert resistance group that aims to uplift younger siblings globally. Their first mission is to find a missing pet before their longtime rivals, the Band of Bigs. As the Littles navigate their clandestine operation, they realize that outsmarting the Bigs will take teamwork, quick thinking, and a lot of luck. Lyall skillfully transforms quotidian sibling dynamics into a thrilling spy adventure complete with secret missions, opposing organizations, and high-stakes rescues. Keen worldbuilding—along with the LOLs and the BOBs is the Middles and Onlys Guild—adds nuance to this playful spin on perceived familial hierarchies. Faber’s energetic artwork complements the book’s blend of comedy and derring-do, which emphasizes teamwork, problem-solving, and learning to recognize individual strengths, making for an amusing romp that’s chock-full of heart and laughs. Back matter includes character profiles rendered as top secret agent dossiers. The protagonists are depicted with varying skin tones. Ages 8–12. (June)

School Library Journal
From 05/01/2025 Copyright 2025 © Library Journals 1 LLC. Used with Permission. Not for republication in any manner. Gr 3–6— Lexi, Mo, and Eli are training to be agents for the League of Littles, an international organization that defends youngest siblings—or "littles"—against the bullying, arrogance, and tyranny of older siblings. For their first mission, they are tasked with helping Gabi, a "little" who has lost her older sister's pet hamster Chester after bringing him to school for show-and-tell. Lexi, Mo, and Eli must use their unique skills of crafting, strategy, and acrobatics to capture Chester and return him to Gabi. However, they do not know that Chester is secretly working with the Band of Bigs, an organization built to support oldest siblings. All groups of siblings (youngest, oldest, middle, and only children) are represented throughout the story. Lyall and Faber weave humor into a lighthearted school spy story, and readers will connect with the depictions of different siblings throughout the book. Despite its comedic elements, the story's plot adheres to a standard spy novel structure. The cast of characters is diverse, although specific race and ethnicity remains ambiguous and is based on the visual cues from the art. The art is bright, colorful, and detailed, and readers will find humor in the illustrations as well as the overall story. VERDICT A lively new graphic novel series recommended for elementary libraries where spy stories are widely circulated.— Rachel Jussel

ISBN: 1-536-23861-9
ISBN 13: 978-1-536-23861-7 A Mystery in Pocketville Kantorovitz, Sylvie MS

Kirkus Reviews
A theft rouses unfair suspicions among the residents of PocketvilleMonti the mole and Leo the lizard meet at the library to take in a figurine display on loan from Mrs. Sheep. Monti loves collectionsâ��from Leo’s rocks to Carl the librarian’s assortment of objects that patrons have left behind in library booksâ��and hopes to start his own one day. Then Mrs. Sheep’s favorite figurine disappears; in a panic, she faints, then starts leveling accusations against Monti. Others begin to suspect him, too. Leo and their avian pal Harriet come to the defense of a visibly upset Monti and comfort him over tea. Leo sorts out his own doubts about Monti’s innocence and does some detective work. Sharp-eyed readers may deduce the culprit before he does. The story’s emergent lessons about apologizing and making amends lead recent transplant Leo to recall his time outside Pocketville: â��Wherever I’ve been, there are people like Mrs. Sheep. Loud and selfish peopleâ�¦But there are also good people!â�� Relying on simple linework and muted tones, Kantorovitz depicts an adorably anthropomorphized cast. The efficient use of two to five rectangular panels per page results in a smooth, clear reading experience. An epilogue on a resting rock by the river will be a familiar sight to series readers, one among many cozy comforts this book has to offer.A winning celebration of collectors and their collections, and of friends to share them with. (illustrated and photographed examples of collections)(Graphic fiction. 7-9)

ALA Booklist (11/1/24)
A neighborhood learns about sentimental value and problem-solving in the face of a suspicious incident in this graphic novel for early readers. In the second installment of Kantorovitz's Monti and Leo series, Monti finds himself the prime suspect when a figurine goes missing from Mrs. Sheep's collection on display at the local library. Monti's loyal friend, Leo, is determined to get to the bottom of the theft and clear his friend's name, even while faced with the big feelings of a community newly enamored with collections and aghast at the sudden wave of trinket disappearances. An approachable, clearly defined cartoon style with a soft color palette makes the plot easy for beginning readers to follow. Leo's investigation demonstrates how simple it is for negativity to creep in during stressful situations, but also how practical problem-solving is always more productive than jumping to conclusions. Readers will delight in the treasures collected by the residents of Pocketville. A fun whodunit about the importance of conflict resolution and keeping the feelings of others in mind.

ISBN: 0-593-75118-3
ISBN 13: 978-0-593-75118-3 Nightmare Hunter Smith, Brady MS

Kirkus Reviews
A mysterious young orphan tries to help other kids fight their nightmares.With his sideswept bangs and skull-adorned tee over a stripey long-sleeved shirt, sullen, sulky Maxwell looks like a typical early-aughts emo-goth kid. But he’s burdened with a gift that feels more like a curse. He can see the remnants of children’s nightmares floating above their headsâ��personifications of school scaries, toilet terrors, and the occasional toothy dragon. Maxwell is particularly drawn to a young girl named Sid, who’s terrorized nightly by monsters with copious claws, endless eyeballs, and overabundant heads. Hesitantly, she allows Maxwell to enter her dreams with her as he directs her toward the subconscious roots of her fear. Complications arise as the pair learn that Sid’s dreams have been commandeered by a strange being. Smith sensitively explores Maxwell’s own enigmatic originsâ��his work is driven by the disappearance of his sister, seemingly into her nightmares, during their childhood in an orphanage. The real star, though, is the visual frenzy of sea monsters, enormous bugs, and a phenomenally fierce final boss. Smith’s zany drawings aren’t truly terrifying, making this a solid pick for younger fright fans, but softhearted readers should stay clear. Indeed, the book’s gleeful inventiveness may inspire young creatives to bring their own wildest dreams to the page. Maxwell is tan-skinned; Sid is slightly darker.An artistic riot of monsters establishes a unique universe in this spooky series starter.(Graphic paranormal. 8-12)

Publishers Weekly (1/27/25)
Orphaned middle schooler Maxwell Dark has a special gift: he can enter other kids’ nightmares to help them find and confront their cause, thus eradicating the terrifying visions for good. But his powers haven’t always been easy to control. During his first foray into a nightmare—his older sister Gwen’s—Maxwell fled the frightening dream and Gwen disappeared from the waking world. Each time he aids someone during a nightmare, however, he finds traces of Gwen, which he hopes will one day lead him to her whereabouts. As he assists classmate Sid in expelling her demons, he discovers that he has become increasingly entangled in the dream universe, a realm in which “all nightmares are connected” that exists parallel to his own. Smith (Bug Sandwich) deploys stylized cartooning rendered in psychedelic color to depict human characters (portrayed with varying skin tones) dwarfed by multi-eyed monsters, tentacled terrors, and snotty, toothy, creepy cryptids, while thick line art reinforces the frenetic feeling of entrapment in a strange and horrific place. Each chapter of this promising graphic novel series launch boasts thrills and humor that’s sure to impel readers into the next volume. Ages 8–12. (Apr.)

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747528-0-1 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0443-1
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747528-0-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0443-3Beyblade X, Vol. 2 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel- review is for book 1

ALA Booklist (2/1/25)
In the world of pro Beyblade, the goal of every blader is making it to the top of the competitive arena: the towers known as the "X." Amateur blader Robin has been practicing and waiting for his shot, but the competition is fierce! Thankfully, he teams up with another amateur, Blader X, who mentors Robin and divulges his own reasons for climbing to the top of the X. The duo must survive many aggressive opponents with their disadvantaged numbers eir team of two against opposing teams of three. Writers Kawamoto and Muno have created a goofy yet lovable set of main characters within a world that has captivated young readers for many years, and this newest addition to the Beyblade universe is sure to be as popular as previous iterations. Pair this with veteran illustrator Demizu, of The Promised Neverland fame, and the result is fantastic designs of adolescent characters where their energy and wide range of emotions are clearly portrayed in every panel.

ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747551-8-5 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0444-X
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747551-8-9 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0444-0Beyblade X, Vol. 3 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747584-7-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0445-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747584-7-0 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0445-7Beyblade X, Vol. 4 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747612-7-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0821-6
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747612-7-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0821-9Beyblade X, Vol. 5 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-9747630-6-4 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0822-4
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-9747630-6-1 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0822-6Beyblade X, Vol. 6 Kawamoto, Homura and Muno, HikaruMS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-33601-5 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-0066-5
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-33601-9 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-0066-4The Creature Connection Cavallaro, Mike MS

Starred Review for Kirkus Reviews (2/10/26)
When mayhem erupts and a weapon of mass destruction falls into the wrong hands, Eowulf returns to save the dayIn this second graphic offering followingEowulf: Of Monsters & Middle School (2024), New Jersey native Eowulf Wegmund (a descendant of Beowulf) is working at Vulcan’s Celestial Supply Shop. She receives an assignment from Vulcan, and not a moment too soon: She’d do just about anything to get out of cleaning her messy room. She’s tasked with guarding Balor’s Helm, a powerful helmetâ��and â��one of the most destructive magical artifacts in historyâ��â�� that’s being used as a prop on a movie set. At the Metropolitan Studios in Queens, she meets the monster stars Umo Klegginshredder and Vexla Verhoon. While on set, Eowulf learns that actors have been disappearing, including Umo’s dear friend Grogin Bransgoeryâ��and when the helmet is stolen, Eowulf is on the case. Cavallaro’s sequel is bright and boisterous, blending vibrant, cinematic illustrations with engaging storytelling; it’s a great jumping-in point for new readers and a thrill for those already familiar with the first entry. Like its predecessor, this work features a strong emphasis on friendship and family, spotlighting the importance of human (and monster!) connection. Light-skinned, redheaded Eowulf is surrounded by a racially diverse supporting cast. The story draws from Irish, Finnish, and other world mythologies; fans of Rick Riordan’s expansive oeuvre will find much to enjoy here.Two thumbs up for this delightful movie-themed romp.(Graphic fantasy. 8-12)

ISBN 13: Publisher: 979-88-8160-420-2 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8000-9883-4Sorceline 3 Douyé, Sylvia MS Sequel
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-35791-8 Perma-Bound: 0-8479-1126-8
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-35791-5 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-1126-4Weather or Not Green, John Patrick MS Sequel (Investigators)
ISBN: Publisher: 1-250-39080-X Perma-Bound: 0-8479-2516-1
ISBN 13: Publisher: 978-1-250-39080-6 Perma-Bound: 978-0-8479-2516-2Gabby Torres Knows What You Did

Dominguez, Angela
MS Sequel School Library Journal Gr 2–4— Gabby Torres is a fourth grader with an active imagination who has been reading a lot of mystery novels and thinks she has found a mystery of her own! When a new couple moves in next door, Gabby thinks they are hiding something. She starts to spy on them with her binoculars, writing down all the clues in her notebook in case she needs them as evidence. This third installment in the series by Dominguez is a fun story for kids who enjoy mysteries. It is a hybrid graphic novel and chapter book, and the prose format is told from Gabby's point of view. Color illustrations have speech balloons for dialogue. The drawings are simple, but the characters' expressions and emotions are clear, especially Gabby's. Gabby is mixed race: her dad is Mexican, her mom is white, and her friends and classmates are of different ethnicities. There is some Spanish dialogue that is translated into English throughout. VERDICT This graphic novel will appeal to both mystery and comedy fans and is a recommended purchase for kids graphic novel sections.— Margaret Puentes

ISBN: 1-599-61393-X
ISBN 13: 978-1-599-61393-2 Breaking Up Is Venomous To Do! Van Lente, Fred MS Series sequel; student request for more Marvel superhero comics
ISBN: 1-614-79181-3
ISBN 13: 978-1-614-79181-2 The Substitute Van Lente, Fred MS Series sequel; student request for more Marvel superhero comics


