
Meet your ML teacher
Lake Washington High School 
Wednesday, September 18th



Who are 
the teachers?

Jackie Merchant
jmerchant@lwsd.org

Kyle Maddex
kmaddex@lwsd.org 

Brenna Mahoney
bmahoney@lwsd.org

Michelle Ruan
mruan@lwsd.org 

Alison Staples
astaples@lwsd.org 

mailto:ncohenvardy@lwsd.org
mailto:kmaddex@lwsd.org
mailto:bmahoney@lwsd.org
mailto:mruan@lwsd.org
mailto:astaples@lwsd.org


Methodology – How do we teach?

Beginning classes are independent with an ML teacher

If a student is not at the beginning levels, they are in general education 
classes and ML teachers collaborate with the other teachers to support 
ML students.

ML teachers often consult with other teachers to support ML needs



WIDA – English 
Language 
Proficiency Test

What is it?

Language Screener and annual 
Test

When will it be given?

WIDA ACCESS given 

  January 25-March 19th    2027

What does it assess?

*Reading comprehension

*Listening comprehension

*Speaking

*Writing

WIDA Exit Criteria
OSPI has established 
the following criteria for 
students exiting the 
English language 
development (ELD) 
program

In grades 2-12; students 
need an overall score of 
4.7 to test out.









Exited Support
After “testing out” an ML student is  supported  up to 3 years. 

The student  meets with an “Exited Student Facilitator”.  

This teacher works with teachers and or students during Roo time to 
support them in their assignments.. 



How can you help 
them at home?

• Read in any language every night
• Let kids see you reading, read 

together.

• Encourage student to join clubs 
or sports, participate!

• Ask your child what they did in 
each class. 

• Encourage your kids to unplug 
early at night. 



World Language 
Competency 
Credits

Students required two years of 
World Language  to graduate.

For students who speak another 
language at home there is another 
option.

Students can receive up to four 
World Language credits for 
proficiency

This option is free and will allow 
students to try other classes.



How to find the World Language Competency Test
Look under “Academics” on lwhs.lwsd.org
Scroll down to “World Language 
Competency Testing”

World Language Credit by Proficiency

• High school students can earn 
up to a maximum of four credits 
and the Seal of Biliteracy 
through this program. Students 
are assessed in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening.



Explore the webpage to find information about the test, 
practice tests, and information about accommodations and 
modifications.



Sign the student up online. 
Test Dates: Test at LWHS March 24th after school



World 
Language test 
contact

Julie Patterson at 
assessmenthelp@lwsd.org 

mailto:assessmenthelp@lwsd.org


Thank you for 
joining us!

We are excited to teach your child!

kmaddex@lwsd.org
jmerchant@lwsd.org 
bmahoney@lwsd.org 

mruan@lwsd.org 
astaples@lwsd.org 

mailto:kmaddex@lwsd.org
mailto:jmerchant@lwsd.org
mailto:bmahoney@lwsd.org
mailto:mruan@lwsd.org
mailto:astaples@lwsd.org
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