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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING:
TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE DISTRICT
AND
FORT WORTH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
FOR
TEXAS ACADEMY OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (hereinafter referred to as "MOU") is made
and entered into by the Tarrant County College District, a political subdivision of the State
of Texas, on behalf of Tarrant County College (hereinafter referred to as "College") and Fort
Worth Independent School District (hereinafter referred to as "FWISD"), pursuant to the
authority granted in compliance with Section 29.908 of the Texas Education Code,

WHEREAS, the parties to this MOU will establish an Early College High School or desire to
continue an Early College High School (herein so called, or "ECHS") in the 2026-2027
academic year, which will begin by serving students ingrades 9-12 (with subsequent years serving
grades up to 14)to provide opportunities for academic credit college courses for high school
students in accordance with Chapter 4 of the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
("THECB") Rules, as codified under Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 4 of the Texas Administrative
Code;

WHEREAS, Services under this MOU are targeted towards traditionally underserved students
(high percentage of at-risk, economically disadvantaged students, and first time college-goers),
who: (1) are highly motivated but have received insufficient academic preparation; (2) may be
English language learners; (3) are likely to experience difficulty in experiencing a smooth
transition into postsecondary education; (4) have limited financial resources, and as a result the
cost of college is prohibitive;

WHEREAS, under this MOU, Early College High Schools are small schools with enrollments
of 400 or fewer students who have the potential to earn both a high school diploma and an
Associate Degree, or two years of college credit toward a Bachelor's Degree, the parties agree to
follow the intent of the Guiding Principles of the ECHS especially in providing ECHS classes
with sufficient time for the students to complete an Associate Degree; and

WHEREAS, Early College High Schools prepare high school students for successful career and
educational futures through a full integration of high school, college, and the world of work;
improve academic performance and self-concept; and increase high school and college/university
completion rates.

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties to this MOU agree to the following:

1. Term:

a) Theterm ofthis agreement shall commence upon signature dates found on the last page
of'this MOU.

b) The MOU will end on June 30, 2029, unless otherwise amended.

c) Each academic year the ISD will submit a Letter of Continuation to the COLLEGE as
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EXECUTED in duplicate original counterparts effective upon the date indicated below.

w D Zy 7

6/22/2026  Dr. Peter Licata, Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District

Dr. Elva LeBlanc, Chancellor
Tarrant County College District

Mohammed Choudhury, Deputy Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District
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EXECUTED in duplicate original counterparts effective upon the date indicated above.
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Dr. Peter Licata, Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District

Dr. Elva LaBlanc, Chancellor
Tarrant County College District

Mohammed Choudhury, Deputy Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District
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direction of the appropriate healthcare professional and the written consent of the ECHS
student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

o ISD shall require that ECHS students provide verification that they have received all
legally required immunizations (including but not limited to meningitis) and other health
tests on or before the first day of each academic term.

e In case of a health emergency inside the ECHS Defined Area, the ISD Health Services
Department procedures and policies will be implemented, and the TCC Police Department
will be fully informed and engaged where necessary.

e In case of a health emergency on the TCC Trinity River Campus but outside the ECHS
Defined Area, the TCC Crisis Management Plan will be followed, and the ISD Health
Services Department will be fully informed and engaged where necessary.

e In case of any other emergency on the TCC Trinity River Campus but outside the ECHS
Defined Area, the TCC Police Department procedures and policies will be implemented,
and the ISD Security Department will be fully informed and engaged where necessary.

o The counselor to be provided by ISD shall be experienced and shall be assigned to the
ECHS full-time. His or her duties shall include, but shall not be limited to, providing
individual counseling (including crisis counseling); assisting with classroom management
issues; developing and providing student development programs; and presenting programs
in the annual counselor calendar, to the extent permitted by, and in accordance with, [SD
policy and procedure.

e TCC shall provide all ECHS students, faculty and staff with standard TCC identification
badges.

e ISD shall require that ECHS students wear their TCC identification badges at all times
when they are on TCC property.

e [SD will provide security for the ECHS Defined Area at all times when the facility is in
use for ECHS purposes, in accordance with applicable law and ISD policies and
procedures. The ISD will monitor the entrances of the ECHS Defined Area. The TCC
Police Department will be fully informed and engaged where necessary.

e All ISD personnel and/or contract security personnel providing security in the ECHS
Defined Area will undergo training with TCC’s Police Department prior to undertaking
such services at the ECHS.

e ISD shall be responsible for Clery reporting to the TCC Police Department for all activity
within the ECHS Defined Area when the facility is in use for ECHS purposes. ISD shall
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make such reports to the TCC Police immediately after the occurrence of an incident to be
reported and thereafter cumulatively annually upon request.

The TCC Police Department will have jurisdiction over the ECHS property and will
provide law enforcement response and support to ISD security personnel in the ECHS
Defined Area as needed and/or upon request.

The TCC Police Department will provide security for all areas of TCC property outside the
ECHS Defined Area, in accordance with applicable law and TCC policies and procedures,
and the ISD Security Department will be fully informed and engaged where necessary.

ISD shall be responsible for required criminal background checks (ISD system) of all
personnel, whether ISD, TCC or contract custodial. Charges associated with such
background checks will be borne by ISD.

ISD shall manage the internet bandwidth in the ECHS Defined Area and shall be solely
responsible for compliance with the federal Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 and
all related state and federal statutes and regulations, as such statutes and regulations may
be amended in the future. Such compliance shall include, but shall not be limited to,
adopting and implementing an internet safety policies addressing:

(a) access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet;

(b) the safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat rooms and other
forms of direct electronic communications;

(c) unauthorized access, including so-called “hacking,” and other unlawful activities by
minors online;

(d) unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal information regarding
minors; and

(e) measures designed to restrict minors’ access to material harmful to minors, including
the installation of appropriate filters on ECHS computers and other electronic devices
and systems.

3) Staffing

The number of instructional and support staff to be provided by each party will be
determined in accordance with each party’s respective policies and procedures, as well as
applicable law. However, it is anticipated that those determinations also will be made on
a proportional basis, taking into account the number of students currently in attendance or
selected to become a member of the new ninth grade cohort, compared to the total ECHS
student population. Additionally, the determination will take into account the specific
needs of the ECHS student population (such as those of medically fragile students) when
determining staffing levels. Such determination shall be calculated each academic term
before the date that each party must make teacher contract decisions. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, in the event that either party reasonably determines that any component of the
other party’s staffing model for the ECHS is consistently inadequate (even if compliant
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with law and policy), the parties will consult with one another about the deficiencies, and
the non-compliant party will use good faith diligent efforts to address the issues to the
reasonable satisfaction of the other party.

4) Operations

ISD shall require that ninth and tenth grade ECHS students wear standardized dress with
an ECHS insignia (approved by both TCC and ISD) at all times when they are on TCC

property.

ISD shall require that the parents (or guardians) of all ECHS students have executed the
Parental Notification, Release and Consent form set forth in the ECHS Student Handbook
on or before the first day of each academic term, and a copy thereof has been provided to
TCC.

ISD shall provide an attendance clerk whose duties shall include ensuring that attendance
and grades are correctly and timely entered in ISD’s administrative software.

TCC shall ensure that grades for college courses are timely and correctly entered in TCC’s
administrative software.

TCC will not provide ECHS students with computers, laptops or e-readers, and to the
extent the ISD elects to provide students with such equipment, ISD shall first confirm with
TCC that the hardware and software for such equipment is compatible with TCC’s
computer system.

ISD shall provide intentionally intrusive and intense support to any underperforming
ECHS student, to assist that student to become Texas Success Initiative (“TSI””) compliant
prior to the commencement of that student’s junior year. The College shall have the right,
but not the obligation, to participate in these support efforts.

ECHS faculty and staff shall be permitted to participate in TCC’s in-house professional
development courses at no charge.

5) Expiration or Termination

Expiration or earlier termination of the MOU shall automatically terminate this OM.

Operations Manual

Tarrant County College

Fort Worth independent School District

Early College High School Page 4 of 5



Docusign Envelope ID: 84594FBC-E358-801B-81E1-6F5B072F5E08

EXECUTED in duplicate original counterparts effective upon the date indicated above.

-

6/22/2026  py, P;eter Licata, Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District

w D57

Dr. Elva LeBlanc, Chancellor
Tarrant County College District

Mohammed Choudhury, Deputy Superintendent
Fort Worth Independent School District
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