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Tuesday night’s atmosphere in Alamo’s Bill Emerson Memorial
Gymnasium – for the volleyball match between Crockett
County and Dyer County – was absolutely electrifying. The large
crowd was encouraging, the Cavalier Crazies were boisterous,
and the players’ energy level was state tournament quality.

Thursday night’s atmosphere in Alamo’s Bill Emerson Memorial
Gymnasium – for the volleyball match between Crockett
County and Milan – was absolutely… petrifying. The average-
sized crowd was quiet, the Cavalier Crazies had melted down to
about a silent dozen, and the players’ energy level was dog days
of summer quality.

And if it’s possible to play a tight, five-set, district volleyball ball
match by virtually going through the motions… well, Crockett
pretty much pulled that off Thursday night.

As a consequence, Milan’s noticeably more exuberant Lady
Bulldogs escaped with the upset victory, downing the host Lady
Cavaliers 20-25, 25-20, 25-23, 18-25, and 15-13.

Maybe Crockett’s girls were just drained from Tuesday’s four-
set war with district leader Dyer County. Interestingly, the Lady
Choctaws also lost Thursday night in a road non-district match
at Collierville. But it was impossible to notice the difference in
the Lady Cavs’ enthusiasm level between the two nights.

While Milan’s team was visibly and vocally celebrating every
point won – its bench was especially motivational to those on
the floor – Crockett’s club just wasn’t displaying its usual
enjoyment of the battle. Smiles were few and far between, and
even successful kills garnered little more than an occasional
high five or nod of the head from teammates.

While there were individual exceptions, as an entire unit the
Lady Cavs just seemed a bit… off.

Milan took full advantage. The Lady Bulldogs should not
have been taken lightly despite falling to Crockett in
straight sets earlier this season. After all, the score of all
three sets in that match was 25-23. But it would have been
obvious to even a casual observer that Milan seemed much
more intent on grabbing the victory Thursday night than did
the error-prone Lady Cavs, who even squandered an 11-8
lead in the decisive fifth set.

Coach Andrew Laman tried various measures to try to shake
some life into his squad over the last three sets – inserting
freshman hitter Addie Whitby made the most positive
impact, as did rotating Carmen Claybrooks into the front
row late and using Caroline Neal for her service accuracy –
but nothing eventually offset Milan’s one-two punch of
Maggie White and Tieanna Adkisson, who carried the Lady
Bulldogs down the stretch.
Crockett’s play was up to its usual standard in the opening
set, but the Lady Cavs let a 15-14 edge slip away in the
second and then let two late advantages – at 14-11 and 21-19
– get away in the third. They appeared to be on their way to
righting the ship in Set #4, grabbing a 17-10 lead and then
using kills by Claybrooks (to 20-15), Madi Collins (to 21-16),
and a pair by Thornton to close it out.

Thornton stayed hot to begin Set #5, putting Crockett up
2-0 and then getting a third kill to keep the hosts ahead at
4-3. Emilee Chandler maintained the lead with a couple of
winners to get to 7-5, and two Collins points pushed
Crockett up 10-7. A Claybrooks service ace made it 11-7, and
it looked like the Lady Cavs were going to salvage
something.

But in a flash, it was 11-11, keyed by an unexpected block by
Milan’s Hailey Tormey. An Adkisson kill put the visitors up
12-11, but Thornton answered with a well-placed tip shot to
even it at 12-12. Adkisson struck again for Milan, and
Thornton answered again for Crockett, and the score was
13-all.

Another Adkisson smash and then a drop[ shot from the
back row clinched the upset for the Lady Bulldogs.

Crockett – now 16-8 – will try to snap its three-match
losing streak on Monday when it hosts a tough Trinity
Christian Academy team.
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Above: Crockett setter Lakyn Forsythe was having to chase down a lot of
shots Thursday night against Milan. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Below: Wesley Thornton had a boatload of kills for the Lady Cavs
Thursday, but Milan always found a way to fight for one more point.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Hustling Addie Davidson made this diving dig to keep the ball alive
for setter Lakyn Forsythe or back row teammate Nataly Amador. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Crockett freshman Addie Whitby watches Milan's Sadie Chartrand
(foreground) chase down a ball in the fourth set. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Caroline Neal entered the contest in the fourth and
fifth sets and delivered accurate serves on every one of her
pressure-packed attempts. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Carmen Claybrooks runs down a ball as teammate
Nataly Amador readies herself to help out if necessary. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER: Coach Alex Taylor’s Lady Cavaliers
journeyed to Henderson Thursday night to duel Chester
County, and a hard-fought battle with the Eaglettes ended
in a scoreless tie. Crockett’s defense and goalkeeper
Hannah Wede kept the hosts from getting the ball into the
net, but the Lady Cav offense had no success either as the
season record went to 3-5-2.

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Piper Ledford tossed a five-
inning no-hitter and hit a triple and a home run, driving in
three, to speak CCMS to a 7-0 shutout over the host Union
City Lady Tornadoes Thursday night.

Ledford walked only one batter and struck out eight in
dominating the Union City lineup. Her two-run triple in the
top of the third frame broke a scoreless deadlock and her
inside-the-park homer in the fifth stretched the lead to 6-
0. Mahaley Hicks and Sami Dew each added run-scoring
singles for Crockett, which improved its season record to 7-
6 heading into tournament play this weekend in Lexington.
Abbey McAnulty scored two runs and stole a pair of bases
for the Lady Cavs.
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Above: Emilee Chandler threaded the needle on this kill delivery for
the Lady Cavs. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Madi Collins drills a kill for Crockett, one of several she had on
the night. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: During a portion of Crockett's fourth-set comeback, players who had rotated out
continued to offer support (left to right): Addie Davidson, Caroline Neal, Addie Whitby, and Lola
Bailey. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Jentry Elmore returns a Milan serve as Kira Bray peeks above
the ball to get into a hitting position. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Lakyn Forsythe blew out a tire (her shoe
fell off) during first-set action, and officials
gave her time to reset. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Lakyn Forsythe checks to see if her
carotid artery is still working in the fifth set as
Wesley Thornton gives her a caring look.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: This diving dig by Wesley Thornton
somehow kept this ball afloat for Lakyn
Forsythe to set to a hitter. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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Above: Madi Collins and Emilee Chandler go high to stuff this Milan slam
attempt. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Milan's Tienna Adkisson was a beast down the stretch for the
Lady Bulldogs, turning this Crockett tip shot into a Milan winner. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: Alivia Hale tries to head a corner kick into the Chester County goal as Avery
Thornton looks on behind her. (Photo by Robin Waddey)

Above: Chloe Campbell and this Chester County player have an apparent stalemate --
just like the outcome of the match. (Photo by Robin Waddey)

Below: Early in Thursday's game, Crockett defender Kamilah Juarez tries
to outmaneuver an Eaglette opponent. (Photo by Robin Waddey)

Above: Claire Nichols moves the ball upfield for the Lady Cavaliers. (Photo
by Robin Waddey)
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Above: Kate Davis races for a loose ball in Thursday's contest at Chester County. (Photo by
Robin Waddey)

Below: Rebecca Waddey attempts to engineer a breakaway rush at the Eaglette goal.
(Photo by Robin Waddey)

Below: Catherine Scruggs manages to find some open space, but neither
team in Thursday's match in Henderson could find the net. (Photo by
Robin Waddey)
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