
LANGUAGE ARTS IV 

SYLLABUS
Ms. Nelson



COURSE INFORMATION
• C ou rs e  N ame :  L angu age  Arts  IV
• C las s  P e r iod :  P e r iod  1B  and P e r iod  2 .3 B
• T eacher :  Ms .  Nelson
• Room :  101  G - A
• O ff ice  L ocat ion :  106 G
• E mai l :  l cne ls on@ we s t - fargo .k 12 .nd .u s



GRADING SCALE
A - 90-100%
B - 80-89%
C - 70-79%
D - 60-69%
F - 59% AND 

LOWER



Class Periods A Days B Days

Period 1 Prep Language Arts IV
101 G-A

Advisory
WIN

Advisory - 119E
WIN - 101 G-A

Period 2 PLC- 101 G-A Language Arts IV
101 G-A

Period 3 EL MTSS Study Hall
103M

Closed Study Hall
109G

Period 4 Newcomer English
101G-A

EL Building Level Representive
106G

MS. NELSON’S SCHEDULE



COURSE MATERIALS
• Pencil or Pen
• Class Folder: You may leave your folder in our 

class bin or keep track of it yourself. 
• Class Notes/Handouts: Store all notes and 

handouts in your class folder.
• iPad: Keep your iPad in your backpack unless we 

are using iPads.



COURSE DESCRIPTION
Language Arts IV is designed to build students’ speaking, 

listening, writing, and reading skills in English as well as the 
content of Language Arts. All coursework is designed to meet 
North Dakota English Language Arts 9-12 Standards and WIDA 

standards.



COURSE OBJECTIVES
• Use and understand the conventions of written English
• Develop grade-level academic English vocabulary
• Understand how structure affects the message of writing and speech
• Develop the skills to communicate effectively
• Read, interpret, analyze, and compare a variety of texts
• Develop interpersonal skills through working in a variety of group formats
• Achieve the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills and strategies necessary to 

succeed in high school, college, and the work world after graduation



UNITS OVERVIEW
Q uar ter  1  Un i ts :  
• Uni t  1 :  F i ct i on  A nal y s i s  -  Sh or t  Stor i es
• Uni t  2 :  Nar r at i v e  Wr i t i ng  -  P er s onal  Nar r at i v e
• Uni t  3 :  P l ag i ar i s m and A cademi c  Integ r i ty

Q uarter  2  Un i ts :  
• Uni t  4 :  P oetr y  and F i g ur at i ve  L ang uag e
• Uni t  5 :  Infor mat i v e  Wr i t i ng  -  Infor mal  P r es entat i on
• Uni t  6 :  H i s tor i cal  P er s pect i ves  -  Dr ama

Q uarter  3  Un i ts :
• Uni t  7 :  Nonf i ct i on  A nal y s i s
• Uni t  8 :  Res ear ch  Wr i t i ng

Q uar ter  4  Un i ts :
• Uni t  9 :  Ch ar acter  Dev el opment  T h r oug h F ict ion  -  Nov el  Study
• Uni t  10 :  P ers uas i ve  Wr i t i ng  -  A rgumentat i v e  P res entat i on



MS. NELSON’S 

POLICIES



LATE WORK POLICY
• All  late  work  must  be  submitted  by  end of  un it  assessment .
• I  wi l l  accept  late  work  for  fu l l  cred it ,  but  you  must  

complete  my late  work  form before  I  wi l l  grade it .  
Furthermore ,  late  work  wi l l  not  be  graded immediately .  If  
you  turn  in  an  ass ignment  late ,  I  can take  up  to  the  end of  
the quarter  to  grade it .

• 0s will be entered in Infinite Campus for all missing work. The only way to 
remove the 0 is to turn in your assignment. 



REDO POLICY
• Redos are  not  offered for  most  ass ignments .
• I  wi l l  cons ider  redos  on  a  case -by-case bas is  for  

extenuat ing  c ircumstances .  Emai l  me or  talk  to  me before  
or  after  c lass  i f  you  are  interested in  redo ing  an  
ass ignment .



ATTENDANCE POLICY

• P l e ase l e t  the  front  off i ce  and your  te ache rs  know i f  you  wi l l  be  gone .
• You  wi l l  not  earn  cred i t  for  a  c l ass  i f  you  mi ss  10 or  more  t i mes .
• I f  you  are  gone ,  p l e ase che ck  School ogy  to  se e  what  you  m i sse d.
• I f  you  are  l ate  for  c l ass ,  you  wi l l  be  m arke d Tardy .
• I f  you  are  m ore  than 20 m i nutes  l ate  or  gone  l onge r  than 20 m i nutes  on  

a  p ass ,  you  wi l l  be  m arke d truant  and wi l l  have  to  se rve  a  de te nt ion  
hour  to  m ake  up  the  t i m e  m i sse d.

• P l e ase se e  Stude nt  H andbook for  addit ional  i nform at ion .



CELLPHONE POLICY
• Cel lphones  must  be  out -of-s ight  and out -of-use  dur ing  

school  hours .
• You  may NOT use  your  phone between c lasses  and at  lunch .
• You  must  go  to  the  off ice  and use  the ir  phone to  cal l  home.  

You  may not  take  cal ls  dur ing  c lass .
• Your  backpack (with  your  phone in  i t )  remains  in  the  

classroom when you  go  to  the  bathroom.
• If  I  see  your  phone,  I  wi l l  take  i t  and br ing  to  the  off ice .



AIRPODS/HEADPHONE POLICY

• AirP ods  are  only  a l lowed du r ing  ind iv idual  work  t ime .  
You  may not  u s e  the m du r ing  grou p  work  or  whi le  I  
am te ach ing .

• You  may u se  my headphones  for  ass ignments  that  
re qu ire  the m or  to  l is te n  to  mu s ic  on  you r  iP ad  
du r ing  ind iv idual  work  t ime .



FOOD/DRINK POLICY

• D rinks  mu s t  have  a  s p i l l - proof  l id .  D r inks  withou t  
l ids  mu st  be  p laced on  the  back  table  or  s ide  cou nter  
u nt i l  the  e nd  of  c las s .

• Smal l  s nacks  are  a l lowe d as  long  as  the y  are  not  
distract ing  to  others  and do  not  make  a  mess .

• You  mu s t  c le an u p  afte r  you rs e lf .  N o  cru mbs ,  no  
wrappe rs .  I f  you  le ave  a  me s s ,  E VE N  O N C E ,  you  wi l l  
lose  you r  r ight  to  have  snacks  for  the  rest  of  the  
ye ar .



• You  must  use  SecurlyPass  to  leave  the  room.
• L imit  of  2  students  out  at  a  t ime.
• Hal lpass  pr iv i leges  may be  restr icted  i f  you  do  not  use  your  

passes  appropr iately .  
• Store  passes  are  not  a l lowed and your  pass  must  be  for  the  

locat ion  you  set  i t  as .
• Hal lpasses  wi l l  not  be  accepted in  the  f i rst  15  or  last  15  minutes  

of  c lass .
• Your  backpack  MUST remain  in  c lass  when you  go  to  the  

bathroom.
• Bathroom passes  should  be  about  5  minutes  long .  I f  your  pass  is  

over  10 minutes ,  your  hal lpass  pr iv i leges  may be  restr icted .

SECURLYPASS POLICY



Plag iar ism is  wrong .  Th is  means you  should  not  copy  
someone e lse ’s  work  or  ideas  and say  they  are  yours .  Show 
the  same respect  you  would  want  for  your  own hard  work .  
Do not  copy  and paste  sentences from the  internet ,  a  
textbook ,  or  any  other  source .  You  must  use  your  own words 
(th is  is  cal led  paraphras ing)  or  g ive  cred it  to  the  source  
(th is  is  cal led  c it ing) .  C opy ing  from another  student  or  
lett ing  someone copy  from you  is  cheat ing .  Th is  wi l l  result  in  
zero  po ints  for  both  students .  Th is  a lso  inc ludes  us ing  AI ,  
l i ke  C hatGPT ,  Google  Gemin i ,  etc .  If  you  are  found to  have  
cheated,  your  pr inc ipal  wi l l  be  contacted .  If  the  cheat ing  
cont inues ,  contact  wi l l  be  made with  your  guard ians .

PLAGIARISM/AI POLICY



CLASSROOM 

PROCEDURES



BEGINNING OF CLASS

• Make sure you have all your required class 
materials.

• By the time the bell rings, be in your assigned seat 
and begin working on your Bell Work assignment.



DURING CLASS: MS. NELSON TEACHING

• Do not talk over Ms. Nelson while she is teaching or over 
your classmates when they are sharing their work.

• Do not interrupt instruction to ask for a hallpass unless 
it is an emergency.

• Raise your hand if you have a question.
• If we are not using iPads, your iPad must be closed.
• If we are using iPads, you should only be in the app we 

are currently using.



DURING CLASS: INDIVIDUAL WORK

• You may listen to music on your iPad with headphones.
• AirPods MUST be connected to your iPad and not your 

phone.
• Do not talk to/distract other students around you. 
• Raise your hand if you need help. If Ms. Nelson is assisting 

another student, please wait patiently for her to assist 
you. 



DURING CLASS: PARTNER/GROUP WORK

• DO NOT USE AIRPODS/HEADPHONES!
• You may only talk to your partner or group 

members. Do not talk to other students.
• Make sure all group members are included. 
• All members need to do their fair share of work.
• If Ms. Nelson is assisting another group, do not 

interrupt her. Wait patiently for your turn.



END OF CLASS

• Do not pack up early. Wait until the last 3 minutes of class to begin 
packing up your materials.

• Put away all materials in their correct locations.
• Make sure the area around and near your desk is clean.
• Push in your chair before you leave.
• Do not line up at the door. You must stay near your assigned area 

until the bell rings.



• You may not talk to other classmates during a test or quiz. This 
includes when you are finished and waiting for others to finish. 

• Apple Classroom may be used to monitor Schoology quizzes/tests.
⚬ If you refuse to join, you may take a paper copy of the 

assessment instead, but you must put away all technology 
before you take the test.

• During paper quizzes/tests, iPads and other technology MUST be put 
away.
⚬ You will recieve a 0 if you are caught using your phone and/or 

iPad.

ASSSESSMENTS



PRESENTATIONS

• Be a respectful audience member. Do not talk/sleep/use your iPad while a 
classmate is presenting. Actively listen to the presenter and ask good 
follow-up questions.

• Part of your presentation grade is based on your behavior as an audience 
member. You will receive 10 points for being a respectful audience member.
⚬ Points will be deducted if you talk during others’ presentations.
⚬ Points will be deducted if you attempt to use your iPad during a 

presentation.
⚬ Points will be deducted if you sleep during someone else’s 

presentation.



PACKER 

PROCESS
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