
GLOBAL COBIS

Schools will be invited to attend a pre-competition briefing session.

A comprehensive teacher support pack and access to webinars will be 
provided to aid student mentorship.

Live chat and online support services available throughout the competition.

Offering all participating schools online webinars to help students learn about the 
competition. For COBIS schools in China, in-person sessions are also available. To 
arrange a session, please contact Dr Ran Li at ran.li@gecacademy.com

SUPPORT FOR
SCHOOLS & EDUCATORS

AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Top 3 Winners Will Receive:
- A £50 Amazon Gift Card
- Feature coverage on COBIS & GEC platforms
- A 20% scholarship for future GEC Pathway research projects
-An Ofqual-regulated LASER certificate  (8 UCAS points)

All Participants Will Receive:
- A Certificate of Completion
- Priority access to GEC‒LASER accredited courses
- Academy accredited courses
- Appointment as a GEC Academy Research Skills 
Ambassador
- Free access to the LUMINAI Lecture Series featuring 
global university leaders and Nobel Laureates
- An option to further study Level 3 UCAS 8 points research 
skills qualification (a standardized 4-week recorded LASER 
course of four 60-minute units, extra 4 hours learning with 
a fee*）

All participating schools will be recognised as GEC Academy 
Research Schools. The top 3 winners will receive exclusive GEC 
benefits, including bursaries and scholarships for our professor-led 
research programmes.

*Special rate of £ 285/ student for extra learning of Level 3 Research Skills in Academic 
Studies Qualification regulated by Ofqual

OVERVIEW
Discover the Global COBIS Research Skills Challenge

Eligibility: 

Designed for secondary school students aged 14-18 worldwide, this 
academic competition offers an intensive and engaging learning experience 
focused on developing essential research skills. Building on the GEC LASER 
accelerated research programme, it combines structured academic training 
with international recognition and awards.

Students aged 14‒18

Students are expected to have an English level comparable to IELTS 5.5, 
unless otherwise recommended by their school

Students from all academic backgrounds are welcome, including Business, 
STEM, Humanities, the Arts, Medicine, Artificial Intelligence, Sustainability 
and more.

Time Zones: Global coverage        Format: Online    

AIMS & OBJECTIVES

To cultivate students' foundational 
research and academic literacy skills.01

To prepare students for 
university-level study through 
authentic academic training.

02

To promote global participation 
and intercultural learning.03

To provide a competitive yet 
inclusive platform that recognises 
academic excellence.

04

To equip students with essential 
university-level learning skills in 
advance.

05
To foster student independence, 
critical thinking, and scientific 
methodology.

06

COMPETITION STRUCTURE
Phase 1: Research Skills Training (Weeks 1‒2)

A total of 23 recorded Duration across 3 modules, approximately 6.5 hours in total, delivered by the GEC 
academic team.

Students will complete the three COBIS research skills training modules, including Research Methods, 
Research Planning, and Finding and Using Sources.

Each module is followed by a Module Review, requiring students to complete at least 15 minutes of 
self-review. See the syllabus below for more details in training.

Phase 3: Evaluation and Recognition
A panel including Oxford Professor and Harvard Professor will evaluate submissions. Awards will be 
conferred for First, Second, and Third Place.

In recognition of your achievement, winning students will receive the Level 3  Research Skills for 
Academic Studies Certificate with UCAS 8 Tariff Points after completing the standardized 4-week 
LASER recorded course and submitting the required portfolio. LASER recorded course is delivered 
as four 60-minute units, with a total course duration of approximately 4 hours. 

Others can pay discounted fee to access the LASER course and also have the opportunity to obtain 
UCAS 8 Tariff Points.

Phase 2:Independent Research Project Submission (Weeks 3-5)
Students are required to submit study notes for the 3 modules, which must meet a specified word count, 
together with one structured research report on a topic of their choice. Only after all materials meet the 
requirements will they enter the competition review process.

Assessment will be based on originality, methodology, critical thinking, and academic writing.

Research Skills Competition

Module Teaching Content Learning Objectives

Module 1
7 lessons

Research 
Methods

Module 2
7 lessons

Research 
Planning

This module aims to equip students with essential research methods:
① Introduce students to common research methods.
② Enable students to select suitable methods for their own topics.
③ Enable students to solve general problems in the method-selection 
process.
④ Introduce students to research aims and objectives.
⑤ Enable students to set appropriate aims and objectives through case 
studies.

Module 3
9 lessons

Finding 
and Using 
Sources

This module aims to equip students with literature and information skills:
① Emphasize the importance of literature reading in research.
② Familiarize students with websites and methods for literature search.
③ Enable students to evaluate and select reliable information sources.
④ Enable students to understand the function of citation and master it 
through exercises.

Guest 
Speaker 
Session

1h

PBL & 
University 
Success

Strategic Guide for Elite University Applications: Beyond Grades. In this 
session, Dr. Fanny Bessard, a distinguished Oxford academic, will decode 
what leading universities truly seek. Learn how to utilize Project-Based 
Learning (PBL) as a strategic tool to demonstrate your potential. We will 
explore how to frame your PBL experiences to showcase advanced 
competencies—from independent research to complex 
problem-solving—thereby strengthening your personal statement and 
interviews.

Module 
Review

Self-review 
after each 
module

After each module, students are required to complete at least 15 minutes 
of self-review to consolidate the knowledge covered.

This module aims to guide students through the planning of a research 
project:
① Introduce the concept and content of a research proposal.
② Enable students to select an appropriate research topic through case 
studies.
③ Enable students to create research plans and outlines based on 
research objectives.
④ Enable students to use research plans to guide their work and solve 
common research problems.
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EXPERT PANEL

University of Oxford
Dr. Fanny Bessard
- Associate Professor in Medieval Eurasian History
- Published monograph with Oxford University Press
- Led Leverhulme-funded research on Islamic economic systems

Dr. James Herron
Anthropologist 
- Research focuses on race, social class, political economy, 
and linguistic anthropology in Latin America
- Recipient of fellowships from NSF, Wenner-Gren Foundation, 
and Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS
Open to Students from COBIS Schools.

Fully online format with lessons ensures accessibility across time zones and regions.

Leading Instructor: 
Graduates of prestigious global universities, our leading instructors  are 
experienced educators and published researchers. They have  successfully 
guided students to secure offers from top-tier universities like Oxbridge.

TEACHING STAFF INFORMATION

COMPETITION TIMELINE 2027

Registration Deadline: 19th November 2026 (midday GMT) 

Programme Kick-off: 11th January 2027

Final Submission Deadline: 22nd February 2027

Results Announcement: 19th April 2027

Level 3 Research Skills for Academic Studies Certificate Award: 
By the end of July

SHOWCASE OF ACHIEVEMENTS
 Professor's Comments

Excerpts from Student Reports to Schools

Testimonials from Schools

Exemplary Student Research Excerpts


