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SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
September 16, 2026

Dear Parents,

I have enjoyed spending time across school campuses since we started school. I can’t believe we
started only four weeks ago because when I am in classrooms, I see routines are built and
students are engaging in learning. It appears they never skipped a beat.

Staffing: Since my last letter we have had additional teachers join our staff. Please help me
welcome the following staff to SMMUSD.

Currently Vacant or In Process of Hiring:
Preschool SAI Webster — Rachel Taylor

TK SAI Co Taught Rogers — Solemia Gainza
AT Specialist — Ella Ugland

APE Teacher — Noah Kaiser (start date 9/22/26)
SLP Santa Monica High School — Benda Kimani

Vacant:
SAl Social Skills Teacher — Franklin

Parent Workshops: Our first parent workshop will be held on October 6" at 6 pm via zoom.
This year we will have workshops in zoom or in person. The full schedule will be send out
shortly. The first workshop is entitled “Navigating Special Education in SMMUSD”. The link is
listed below and in the attached flyer. Victoria Hurst is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Parent Workshop

Time: Oct 6, 2026 06:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://smmk12.zoom.us/j/82833881963 7pwd=Pts4GTPcZdnuUaLgAPbHL1pQ3qvedP.1

Parent Resource Network:

Our first Parent Resource Network is this Thursday September 17% at 9:30 am. Parent Resource
Network representatives serve to support parents at each school site. Parents are able to support
parents who are going through the IEP process, have assessment questions, talk about resources
in the community or just need someone to talk to. If you are interested in being on PRN please
contact Victoria at vhurst@smmusd.org.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to work with your students each day,
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With gratitude,
Victoria

Victoria Hurst,
Director of Special Education

Coordinators:

Wassim Issa (wissa@smmusd.org) (Elementary Schools in Santa Monica)

Dr. Michael Hoover (mhoover@smmusd.org) (Malibu Middle and High, OPSH, JAMS and
LMS)

Hilda Salas (hsalas@smmusd.org) (SAMOHI, OCLC, PPBL)

Melodi Johnson (meljohnon@smmusd.org) (Malibu ES, Webster, Preschool, Private School,
RTC, and NPS students)
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