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Dear Superintendent, Board President, and District Staff (Accountability, Federal Programs, and Special
Education Contacts),

Welcome back to a new school year. We appreciate your leadership and resilience and hope you
were able to find some time to rest and rejuvenate. The purpose of this letter and the attached timeline
addendum is to:
e Notify you that at least one school and/or your district have been identified for support through
both of the federal and state accountability systems
e Provide you with clear guidance on any required steps that the district needs to take in response
to this identification
e Provide you with an overview of the role CDE will play in supporting your district and schools,
including links to our menu of supports and a variety of resources to help you with your school
improvement efforts

Identifications Information

To view identifications for all schools in your district, CDE has put together a data dashboard that
includes state and federal identifications (from 2009-2026). Your schools’ federal identification(s) are
listed under “ESSA ID” in each school’s row. You can also sort the dashboard using “ESSA ID” to look at
schools by the various ESSA ID types. Note: Schools can be ESSA identified due to low participation and
will be labeled as such when they are and the improvement planning requirements and eligibility for
grants is the same for these schools.

The dashboard can be filtered by district, school, identification type, performance watch status, or prior
EASI support.

For a video walkthrough watch the |dentification Dashboard Walkthrough on Vimeo.

An explanation of how schools are identified for federal and state accountability is available in the
Colorado’s Accountability Identification System for Districts and Schools fact sheet. Note: K-2 federal
identifications are not included in this initial accountability identification information but are
forthcoming. For a summary of important dates and activities (e.g., supports, grants, requirements)
related to identification, see the attached accountability timeline addendum document.

Syncplicity Access

Click here to log-in to Syncplicity

State Accountability. Performance framework data is embedded within the “Accountability Contact”
folder and “Growth” and “Performance Framework” subfolders. Permissions to view these folders are
limited to District Accountability Contacts (assigned by your district’s Local Access Manager). Permissions
are updated in Syncplicity within 24-48 hours. For issues related to Syncplicity and/or file permissions,

please contact accountability@cde.state.co.us.

Federal Accountability. Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) School Profiles for each federally-identified
school are available in the district’s Syncplicity Folder called “ESSA Identification” in the subfolder for the


https://ed.cde.state.co.us/accountability/district-identification-dashboard
https://vimeo.com/866006556?share=copy
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/29e894be-1405-4796-b68a-b620c849da8f
https://my.syncplicity.com/
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/idm
mailto:accountability@cde.state.co.us
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current year and includes each identified school’s performance on the ESSA indicators for all relevant
years of identification. For questions, please email ESSAquestions@cde.state.co.us.

Required Actions for State and Federally Identified Schools

Schools identified for support and improvement under the State and/or Federal accountability systems
must take additional actions.

Unified Improvement Planning and Parental Notification for State (Priority Improvement/Turnaround)
and/or Federally Identified Schools (Comprehensive Support, Targeted Support, Additional Targeted
Support

All schools identified on the State and Federal identification system have additional planning
requirements for the UIP (as of this year that includes those eligible for flexibility - e.g. biennial
submission)

e UIP online submission

e UIP quality criteria and planning requirements

All State and Federally identified schools are also required to notify parents of the school’s identification
status.
e Parent Notification

See below for key fact sheets and additional resources for State Identification for schools who are more
advanced in their years of identification (Years 3+)

State identified schools (Priority Improvement/Turnaround)
Years 1-2: If your district has one or more schools in Years 1-2 on the State Accountability Clock (i.e.,
Priority Improvement or Turnaround) here are some resource sheets. Note these resources include both
recommended actions and requirements as well as CDE supports to help your school pursue
recommended actions or meet requirements.

o0 Year 1 Resource Sheet

0 Year 2 Resource Sheet

Years 3+: If your district has schools in Year 3+ on the State Accountability Clock (i.e., Priority
Improvement or Turnaround), CDE will contact you about required next steps for and available support
that may align with your improvement efforts. Please see below for resources related to required actions
for Year 3+ schools. Note these resources include both recommended actions and requirements as well
as CDE supports to help your school pursue recommended actions or meet requirements.

0 Year 3 Resource Sheet

0 Year 4 Resource Sheet

o Year 5 Resource Sheet

Federally identified schools - Comprehensive Support (CS) Year 3+, Targeted Support (TS), Additional
Targeted Support (ATS)

e |[f the district has schools identified as TS or ATS, the district is responsible for determining the
exit criteria and timeline for this status or the district may defer to the State’s process and
timeline for exiting TS/ATS schools. The exit criteria and timeline must be noted in the next
year’s ESEA consolidated application.


mailto:ESSAquestions@cde.state.co.us
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/uip/uip-online-system
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/db9dbcd3-df74-4c69-b928-d2e641730951
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/34abedbb-9713-4a99-bc94-749dc4401325
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLC9jffueVGx6so1xL7mY7jO4-QmuD8Zc5eGU5C461s/edit?tab=t.55lydrrprsvp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLC9jffueVGx6so1xL7mY7jO4-QmuD8Zc5eGU5C461s/edit?tab=t.1i18y2dfsneo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLC9jffueVGx6so1xL7mY7jO4-QmuD8Zc5eGU5C461s/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLC9jffueVGx6so1xL7mY7jO4-QmuD8Zc5eGU5C461s/edit?tab=t.o31u8uttmwv2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLC9jffueVGx6so1xL7mY7jO4-QmuD8Zc5eGU5C461s/edit?tab=t.yt2wo0g32j3b
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e If your district has schools identified as federally identified CS under federal identification for 3
or more years, the identification label will have a "3+” next to the category. CDE is required to
take more rigorous action for long-term identified CS schools (lowest 5% and low grad). CDE’s
approach is to work with the school and district in identifying the long-term action. If your LEA
has a long-term federally identified school, your CDE contact will provide support for Rigorous
Action planning requirements. See CDE’s UIP Criteria for ESSA Identified Schools for details.

Overview of CDE Supports and Resources
CDE is committed to providing a menu of supports to districts with identified schools to improve school
performance, student engagement, and learning outcomes. See below for a summary.

- Vision for Quality Schools - The Vision for Quality Schools provides an easy to use
compilation of research-based best practices and essential actions in four key domains:
Leadership for School Quality, Talent Management, Best First Instruction, and Climate
and Culture.

- Menu of Supports and EASI — we have a full range of diagnostic, planning, funding, and
implementation supports aligned to the Vision for Quality Schools and available to
support your unique needs and goals

= Annual Calendar of Professional Learning — we have a robust menu of professional
learning for district and school leaders aligned to our Vision for Quality Schools and
designed to help you implement your improvement priorities

H.B. 25-1278 Implementation Update

At its April 2026 meeting, the State Board of Education voted to delay implementation of all performance
framework changes to no earlier than fall 2028 and pursue any necessary legislative changes in the next
legislative session. The 2026 frameworks will continue with the current approach. Informational
frameworks with 1278 updates will be produced in spring 2028 so that districts and schools can see how
revisions impact ratings. Frameworks with 1278 updates will be produced for points in fall 2028.
Additional information and guidance will be shared when available.

o Summary of H.B. 1278

o Implementation Update of H.B. 25-1278 - June 2026

o Materials presented to the Board in March are available here, and a recording of the
presentation can be viewed here.

We are grateful for the dedication you show to your students each day to meet the needs in your schools
and communities. Please contact us or your support lead with any questions or feedback. This letter is
being sent to superintendents, key district staff (i.e., accountability contacts, local ESEA directors, special
education directors), and school board chairs.

Thank you,

Lindsey Jaeckel, Assistant Commissioner of School Quality & Support


https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/6023c6d8-0fe4-451a-a3d2-96bdb841e993
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/a8e2521e-3901-48c4-a6a3-bbd3d854d6ba
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/90cee198-a833-492f-8057-45cd78c20fd4
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/36b2c165-e9f2-4e09-9102-474e6b223276
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/6937ff37-2eea-4c47-9956-13e4567c4870
https://ed.cde.state.co.us/fs/resource-manager/view/d4de62d8-c91d-43a3-8385-7806a14efd25
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/cde/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=DRSRAF6D0C15
https://www.youtube.com/live/pERneDjrQ2I?t=20992s

