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In celebration of the American 
semiquincentennial, Forbes 
names the 250 greatest his-

torical innovators in U.S. history, 
along with 250 living innovators.

Elon Musk led the list of living 
innovators, while Thomas Edison, 
who played a crucial role in Sun-
bury, was named the greatest his-
torical innovator. Here is Forbes’ 
list of historic innovators:

1. Thomas Edison (1847-1931)
Out of his laboratories came the 

incandescent light bulb, direct cur-
rent electricity, the movie camera 
and the phonograph.

2. Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
From bifocals to the lightning 

rod, he also created one of Ameri-

ca’s first media empires with Poor 
Richard’s Almanack.

3. Henry Ford (1863-1947)
In addition to driving the early 

auto industry with the Model T 
and improving the assembly line, 

his five-day work week led to a 
change in workers’ rights.

4. Steve Jobs (1955-2011)
He led the personal computer 

revolution at Apple and later cre-
ated the most prolific smartphone 
in the world, the iPhone.

5. Walt Disney (1901-1966)
Forbes called Disney one of the 

most influential artists of the 20th 
Century, noting that he “industrial-
ized the imagination.”

WILLIAM BOWMAN
Corner of Cameron

THIS WEEK’S TOP FIVE
HISTORIC INVENTORS

Enjoy the 
show, where 
it now gets 
stressful

Welcome to all the recent 
enlistees to Sam’s Army. 
It’s nice to have you on 

board.
A friendly word of warning to 

all those newbie futból fans, what 
happened late Thursday night, and 
especially in the early moments of 
Friday morning, is what the rest of 
us have long endured as supporters 
of the U.S. Men’s National Team.

Moments of pure joy, followed 
by exasperation, combined with 
uncertainty, anger, celebration and 
then a sleepless, what-in-the-world-
just-happened kind of night.

For the long-suffering supporters, 
Thursday was relaxing. Someone 
asked earlier if we were watching 
the game, to which the instant 
reply was: A stress-free World Cup 
game? Are you kidding?

Fans across the United States, re-
ally starting to ramp up in celebra-
tion of the nation’s 250th birthday 
next Saturday, have fully jumped on 
the World Cup bandwagon, both the 
tournament itself and the U.S. side.

It’s been great to see.
Maybe it’s because many are 

getting ready to really party like it’s 
1776. More than likely, it’s because 
Americans love a winner, and 
despite what happened Thursday/
Friday, the national team did its job.

With two wins in its first two 
group games — a 4-1 win over Par-
aguay and 2-0 shutout of Austra-
lia — the U.S. entered Thursday’s 
game with Turkey having already 
secured a bid into the knockout 
round.

The result did not matter. Nine 
new starters were in the lineup, and 
one of the holdovers did not start 
the opening game.

Job one in any World Cup is to 
get out of the group. How that hap-
pens does not matter.

Get enough points — three points 
for a win, one for a tie — and get 
through. Any way. Any how.

Four years ago, Argentina lost 
its opening group game to Saudi 
Arabia, a squad 48 spots lower on 
the FIFA world rankings heading 
into the tournament. A month later, 
Argentina won the World Cup after 
advancing through the group.

This isn’t to say the U.S. is going 
to win the World Cup in New 
Jersey, but the energetic squad is 
through and they have a favorable 
draw. It could reach the quarterfi-
nals, where a matchup with world 
power Spain could loom on July 10, 
back in Los Angeles.

The United States played two of 
its three group games in Los Ange-
les Stadium, SoFi Stadium for those 
not tied to advertising parameters. 
The crowds have been tremendous, 
a real boost to the groups on the 
field.

For far too long, the USMNT has 
played games on home soil against 
other regional teams — Mexico, 
Honduras — and the stadium had 
road game vibes with the crowd. 
Almost a decade ago, we attended 
a Gold Cup quarterfinal against El 
Salvador and the crowd ratio was 
probably 60-40 toward El Salvador.

That isn’t the case right now. 
Hopefully, this trend continues, and 
those passersby stick around for the 
next cycle.

In the meantime, as you prepare 
to blow the roof off Independence 
Day, why not get an early start? The 
USMNT meets Bosnia and Herze-
govina in the Round of 32 game at 
8 p.m. Wednesday. Find a TV and 
some friends because now it’s win 
or go home, when things get really 
stressful really fast, which makes 
it fun and excruciating at the same 
time.

Welcome to the stress test.

 Email comments to 
bbowman@dailyitem.com.

By Kyra Smith-Cullen
ksmithcullen@dailyitem.com

MILL HALL — The classic mu-
sical “Annie” may be about find-
ing your family but a pair of Valley 
performers in a summer production 
doesn’t have to look beyond the stage 
to accomplish that.

Steve Aguirre, of Lewisburg, stars 
as Daddy Warbucks in the Millbrook 
Playhouse’s musical, with his 6-year-
old daughter Diana Aguirre perform-
ing in the rotating cast of orphans.

“Getting to share the stage with 
Diana is a dream come true. Her 
mother and I met as performers, so 
Diana being in her first musical at 
the age of 6 and having as many lines 
as she does still boggles the mind,” 
Steve Aguirre said. “I am so happy 
that her first memory of performing 
will be alongside her daddy!”

A rising first grader at Kelly El-
ementary School in the Lewisburg 
Area School District, this is Diana’s 
first production.

“The hardest thing was to try to 
remember my lines,” she said. “Also 
its hard not to say the other lines 
because I loved to learn them all!”

Located in Mill Hall, Clinton 
County, the Millbrook Playhouse is 
a professional summer stock theater 
company that was founded in 1963. 
“Annie” is being performed through 
July 3, with no shows on Monday 
and Tuesday.

When Diana is on stage, she has a 
problem that many young performers 
might be familiar with — ignoring 
her supportive loved ones.

“(It’s hard) trying not to look at my 
family in the audience and having 

Lewisburg man gets a special perspective 
of daughter’s first acting role in ‘Annie’

Attacks 
of 1778 
prompted 
Susquehanna 
settlers to flee
By John L. Moore
Fifes and Drums

From 1775 to 1777, the British and 
Continental armies fought major bat-
tles in Massachusetts, New York and 
New Jersey, all in places far from the 
Susquehanna Valley.

Life was mostly peaceful on the 
Pennsylvania frontier during these 
years, but things changed abruptly in 
1778. That’s because the British con-
vinced the western Iroquois (Haude-
nosaunee) to join them in fighting the 
rebellious Americans.

By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

NEW BERLIN — Thanks to the 
persistence of 80-year-old Lane Mur-
ray and the help of SUN Area Techni-
cal Institute students, Keithan’s Blue-
bird Gardens now has a refurbished 
Peace Pole for visitors to see.

Murray, along with city leaders, 
former SUN Tech administrator and 
current Shikellamy High School Vice 
Principal Dave Bacher, SUN Tech 
students, Shikellamy school directors 

Jenna Eister-Whitaker and Julie Bro-
sius — who also sits on the city shade 
tree commission — and Sunbury City 
Councilman Jim Eister, attended a 
dedication ceremony Friday for the 
Peace Pole that sat in the gardens for 
the past 29 years.

Murray has been volunteering at 
the garden for the past 30 years, and 
said she was extremely grateful for 
everyone’s help.

“We couldn’t be more excited and 

Peace Pole back in Keithan’s Bluebird Gardens
Mayor leads rededication ceremony

By Rick Dandes
rdandes@dailyitem.com

MONTANDON — More 
than 40 parents and caregivers 
attended the final day of a fe-
male STEM camp at CSIU in 
Montandon, where their children, 
ages 8-12, showcased programs 
they experienced throughout the 
weeklong camp.

“Ever since we got our PA-
Smart grant several years back, 
each grant has supported at 
least one summer camp,” said 
organizer Tanya Dyna, CSIU In-
structional Technology & STEM 
specialist. “This year, the grant 
supported two camps.”

Girls STEM Camp 2026 was 
themed Pixels, Paws, & Propul-
sion, and during the week, mid-
dle school students were brought 
together for a week of hands-on 
STEM learning, field experiences 
and career exploration.

The STEM camp is designed 
to inspire the next generation 
of innovators by providing 

Girls show off knowledge, 
skills gained at STEM camp
Weeklong 
event themed 
Pixels, Paws, 
& Propulsion

Local
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Mayor Josh 
Brosious and 
Keithan’s Blue-
bird Gardens 
caretaker Lane 
Murray talk after 
the Peace Pole 
dedication held 
at the gardens on 
Friday.

Francis Scarcella/ 
The Daily Item

Photo provided by Steve Aguirre
Steve Aguirre, left, and his 
daughter Diana Aguirre, 6, 
both of Lewisburg, are per-
forming together in “Annie” 
at the Millbrook Playhouse, 
Mill Hall, through July 3.

Photos by Robert Inglis/The Daily Item 
STEAM Innovations hosted a group of girls from a STEM Camp hosted by the CSIU on Thurs-
day in Sunbury.

Stella Shawver, 11, Middleburg, pours resin 
into a cup at STEAM Innovations in Sunbury 
on Thursday while participating in a Girls 
STEM Camp through the CSIU.

Hayley Koklinski, 13, Winfield, does a wood 
burning drawing at STEAM Innovations in Sun-
bury while participating in a girls STEM Camp 
through the CSIU on Thursday.

See ATTACKS, Page B4

See POLE, Page B4

See ANNIE, Page B4

See STEM, Page B3
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SH AW FU NERALH OM E INC.
Thomas R. Shaw, Owner & Supervisor
David M. Shaw, Owner & Director

400 N. Front St.
Milton, PA 17847
570-742-8111

Milton’s only locally owned
and operated funeral home.

John (Jack) Pyper died on 
June 24, 2026, with family 
present, and forever entrenched 
in his heart. He had just cele-
brated his 90th birthday and 
66th wedding anniversary with 
his beloved wife, Sallie (Eu-
stis) Pyper. Supremely kind, 
reserved, and witty to the end, 
Jack recently said of his mem-
ory care home, “This is a great 
place. We should come here 
more often!”

Jack was born in Flint, 
Michigan between the Great 
Depression and World War II, 
and in the midst of the automo-
tive revolution; events which 
helped forge his incredible 
work ethic, lifelong interest in 
public service and government, 
and boundless compassion. He 
graduated second in his class at 
Flint Northern, and then earned 
two degrees in Political Science 
at the University of Michigan, 
where he met Sallie and be-
gan his distinguished career 
in higher education. Jack and 
Sallie remained passionate 
Michigan fans, and football 
weekend family reunion tail-
gates became a decades-long 
tradition. “A Michigan Man” 
to his core.

Jack served as Associate 
Dean at Bucknell University 
in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 
from 1969 until his retirement 
in 1998, where he supported 
students, faculty and staff with 
unwavering dedication. He 
also taught one course each 
year on the US Presidency. In 
1986/1987, Jack and Sallie spent 
a sabbatical in Japan, where he 

taught at Kyoto University. A 
highlight of their life together, 
and an experience which 
sparked their desire to see the 
world.

Jack and Sallie spent more 
than 50 years in Lewisburg. 
They raised their family there, 
volunteered with local chari-
table organizations, and faith-
fully attended and served the 
First Baptist Church. Jack was 
elected to the Lewisburg School 
Board, and ultimately served as 
its President.

In retirement, Jack and Sallie 
extensively traveled across five 
continents, including multiple 
trips to England, France and 
Italy with their eight grand-
children. These enlightening 
adventures always included his 
infamous, daily itineraries, de-
tailed to the minute, and plenty 
of ice cream. They also took 
the grandkids on more than 25 
college tours, prioritizing the 
importance of a great education 
and finding the right fit for each 
of them.

Jack was preceded in death 

by his parents, Don and Janet 
Pyper, and his brother and 
sister-in-law, Tom and Karen 
Pyper. In addition to Sallie, he 
is survived by his four children: 
Christie Pollack of Lewisburg, 
Julie McKay of Houston, Mark 
Pyper of Sandy, Utah, and 
Carol Pyper of Boston; two 
sons-in-law, Jeff Pollack and 
Ken McKay; a daughter in-law, 
Randi Pyper; eight grandchil-
dren; four grandchildren in-law; 
and two great-grandchildren, 
with a third expected soon. 
Family truly meant everything 
to Jack, and even as his won-
derful mind abandoned him, 
he continued to speak of family 
gatherings.

Jack lived with Vascular 
Dementia and Alzheimer’s in 
recent years, and the family is 
deeply grateful for the outstand-
ing caregivers at Riverview 
Manor in Lewisburg, Penn-
sylvania, and Sunrise Senior 
Living in Sandy, Utah for their 
first-class work. Throughout his 
life, Jack believed in helping 
others, and these fine organi-
zations exemplify that spirit.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation in Jack’s mem-
ory to the Riverview Manor or 
Sunrise of Sandy staff fund or 
The First Baptist Church of 
Lewisburg.

Arrangements entrusted to 
Starks Funeral Parlor. Share 
your memories and photos 
with the Pyper family at www.
starksfuneral.com. A celebra-
tion of life will be announced 
at a later date on starksfuneral.
com.

John “Jack” Paper, 90, Sandy, Utah
Marilyn Derr Kauffman, 

passed away on June 23, 2026, 
in Dornsife, at the age of 90.

Born on Aug. 19, 1935, in 
Harrisburg, Marilyn was the 
daughter of Alexander B. and 
Ruby (Diem) Derr. A graduate 
of Lower Paxton High School, 
she held a lifelong love for and 
connection to the Harrisburg 
community she cherished.

Marilyn began her profes-
sional life with the Pennsylva-
nia Restaurant Association in 
Harrisburg and later worked for 
a professional theater company. 
She had a special love for the 
Harrisburg Community Theater 
and its successor, Theatre Har-
risburg, where she was a devoted 
supporter for her entire life. Her 
enthusiasm for theater was a last-
ing expression of her belief in the 
importance of culture, creativity, 
and shared experience.

Marilyn served her commu-
nity, first as a girl in Girl Scouts, 
then as a troop leader, board 
member, and finally as President 
of the former Hemlock Girl Scout 
Council, now known as the Girl 
Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylva-
nia. Marilyn served on the Line 
Mountain School Board, contrib-
uting her time and judgment in 
support of local education. She

also served on the board of 

SUN Home Health and was an 
avid supporter of the Ned Smith 
Center for Nature and Art, the 
Harrisburg Symphony, and 
Gamut Theatre. Marilyn gave 
generously of herself in each of 
these roles and demonstrated a 
steady dedication to the organiza-
tions and causes she believed in.

Marilyn’s life was marked by 
deep devotion to her family. She 
was married for 48 years to her 
beloved husband, the late Ned 
P. Kauffman, who died in 2010.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Kyle F. Kauffman, and by 
her nephews, Matthew Brosius, 
Bennett Brosius, John Brosius, 
Andrew Kauffman, and Tim 
Kauffman and their families. 
They will remember her for her 

warmth, strength, humor and the 
kindness she extended so natu-
rally to those around her.

Marilyn especially enjoyed 
spending time in her garden, 
where she found peace and joy 
while sharing it in the company 
of loved ones. Those quiet mo-
ments reflected the same tender-
ness and devotion that defined 
her life. She will be remembered 
as a woman of generosity and 
love, with a passion for adven-
ture, world travel and celebrat-
ing with friends. Her sometimes 
outrageous sense of humor kept 
everyone laughing and con-
tinues to do so even after her 
passing. Her presence enriched 
and entertained her family, her 
community, and all who had the 
privilege of knowing her.

A celebration of life will be 
announced at the convenience 
of the family.

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Foust Funeral Home, 
LLC., Trevorton, Ryan G. Foust, 
supervisor. A memory tribute 
may be placed at www.foust-
cares.com.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made in Marilyn’s 
memory to the Ned Smith Center 
for Nature and Art, 176 Water 
Company Rd., Millersburg, Pa., 
17061.

Marilyn Derr Kauffman, 90, Dornsife

Romayne E. Straub, 90, of 
Lewisburg, Pa., passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, June 
25, 2026, at Oak Glen Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center.

She was born on Sept. 19, 
1935, daughter of Dorothy and 
Arlington Hackenburg.

Romayne is survived by two 
daughters, Lana Straub (Allan) 
and Denise Rittler (David); 

four grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren; two broth-
ers, Larry and Terry Hacken-
burg, and sister Janet McAfee.

She was preceded in death by 
her son, Bradley Straub.

A Celebration of Life service 
will be held at a future date.

Arrangements are by V.L. 
Seebold Funeral Home, 601 N. 
High St., Selinsgrove.

Romayne E. Straub, 90, Lewisburg

View previous remembrances at dailyitem.com

LocalLocal

LOTTERY
Thursday, June 25

Pick 2 Day	 3-3 W:6

Pick 2 Evening	 7-6 W:2

Pick 3 Day 	 9-0-1 W:6

Pick 3 Evening 	 0-0-6 W:2

Pick 4 Day 	 3-1-4-9 W:6

Pick 4 Evening 	 7-0-5-2 W:2

Pick 5 Day 	 6-8-5-1-3 W:6

Pick 5 Evening 	 0-4-2-2-5 W:2

Cash 5	 8-11-14-19-21

Treasure Hunt	 3-7-19-21-26

Match 6	 2-15-16-20-25-42

Mill for Life	 3-13-14-34-45

Mill Ball	 1

Wednesday, June 24

Pick 2 Day	 7-3 W:6

Pick 2 Evening	 6-8 W:3

Pick 3 Day 	 0-7-5 W:6

Pick 3 Evening 	 7-1-0 W:3

Pick 4 Day 	 3-4-8-7 W:6

Pick 4 Evening 	 3-1-7-0 W:3

Pick 5 Day 	 0-6-7-1-0 W:6

Pick 5 Evening 	 6-2-0-5-1 W:3

Cash 5	 5-8-18-20-43

Treasure Hunt	 1-4-8-10-15

Match 6	 2-6-8-18-20-37

Mill for Life	 6-17-34-39-57

Mill Ball	 5

P’ball numbers	13-14-16-21-38

Powerball	 14

Power Play	 2

Tuesday, June 23

Pick 2 Day	 2-7 W:2

Pick 2 Evening	 5-6 W:3

Pick 3 Day 	 9-8-9 W:2

Pick 3 Evening 	 9-1-1 W:3

Pick 4 Day 	 8-1-5-2 W:2

Pick 4 Evening 	 2-4-7-5 W:3

Pick 5 Day  	 8-9-4-6-1 W:2

Pick 5 Evening 	 5-9-1-0-7 W:3

Cash 5	 5-15-29-32-40

Treasure Hunt	11-13-20-22-23

Match 6	 3-7-14-25-39-48

Mill for Life	 7-8-20-24-42

Mill Ball	 5

Mega Millions	 48-51-60-63-66

Mega Ball	 20

Monday, June 22

Pick 2 Day	 4-6 W:6

Pick 2 Evening	 5-6 W:3

Pick 3 Day 	 4-6-9 W:6

Pick 3 Evening 	 9-1-1 W:3

Pick 4 Day 	 6-6-5-3 W:6

Pick 4 Evening 	 2-4-7-5 W:3

Pick 5 Day 	 7-6-4-6-1 W:6

Pick 5 Evening 	 5-9-1-0-7 W:3

Cash 5	 5-15-29-32-40

Treasure Hunt	 6-8-9-18-28

Match 6	 3-7-14-25-39-48

Mill for Life	 7-8-20-24-42

Mill Ball	 5

P’ball numbers	17-19-21-45-48

Powerball	 13

Power Play	 2

Sunday, June 21

Pick 2 Day	 7-7 W:9

Pick 2 Evening	 2-8 W:7

Pick 3 Day	 2-7-2 W:9

Pick 3 Evening	 9-2-1 W:7

Pick 4 Day	 8-7-0-6 W:9

Pick 4 Evening	 1-5-56-8W:7

Pick 5 Day	 0-6-8-9-0 W:9

Pick 5 Evening	 2-5-2-1-9 W:7

Cash 5	 10-16-20-26-42

Treasure Hunt	 1-9-26-28-30

Match 6	 18-27-29-39-40-49

Mill For Life	 3-6-16-18-48

Millionaire Ball	 1

Saturday, June 20

P’ball numbers	16-20-44-48-50

Powerball	 15

Powerplay	 2

Pick 2 Day	 9-4 W:4

Pick 2 Evening	 1-2 W:3

Pick 3 Day	 5-8-1 W:4

Pick 3 Evening	 9-6-4 W:3

Pick 4 Day	 2-3-7-5 W:4

Pick 4 Evening	 3-3-6-8 W:3

Pick 5 Day	 4-9-8-9-2 W:4

Pick 5 Evening	 1-0-0-9-3 W:3

Cash 5	 11-13-35-38-41 

Treasure Hunt	 2-4-5-12-27

Match 6	 10-16-17-18-19-36

Mill For Life	 1-10-16-30-31

Millionaire Ball	 4

meaningful exposure to STEM 
careers, real-world applications, 
and mentorship opportunities, 
Dyna said.

Through interactive experi-
ences and field trips, participants 
gain confidence, build technical 
skills, and discover pathways in 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics.

The girls engaged in ac-
tivities related to technology, 
and each day was a different 
theme: animal-assisted ther-
apy, cybersecurity, engineer-
ing, innovation, and creative 
problem-solving. “The students 
got to see what are some of the 
skills and talents in future ca-
reers that you can get in STEM. 
So they can actually start to see 
themselves in a STEM field,” 
Dyna said.

“It’s about exposure, aware-
ness, and inspiration,” she said. 
The camp is open to 25 girls ev-
ery year. “And there has always 
been a wait list.”

The campers are broken up 
into groups comprised of five 
or six girls. And on Friday, each 
group was responsible for one 
presentation to parents and other 
visitors.

When parents arrived at 
1:30 p.m., they moved from one 
station to another, where camp-
ers told them what they learned, 
and had a hands-on activity to 
showcase.

“I’m always amazed by what 
they do,” Dyna laughed. “They’re 
girls, middle school girls, and 
maturing. But they are interested 
in seeing what is out there. The 
hope is that they get an interest 

in something they didn’t know 
they had an interest in. And drive 
more women into STEM fields.”

Kelly Graboski’s daughter, 
Violetta, 12, is interested in be-
coming a marine biologist. Vio-
letta, of Danville, was explaining 
to visiting parents how learning 
about e-sports can be a pathway 
to team building and game-re-
lated fields.

Kristen Moser’s daughter, 
Emma, 12, at a “MakeHer 
Space’” station, is very much in-
terested in the sciences. “This is 
our second year in the program,” 
Moser said. “It’s great. I wish it 
were bigger.”

Girls show off knowledge, skills gained at STEM campGirls show off knowledge, skills gained at STEM camp
STEM, from Page B1

“I’m always amazed by what they do. They’re 
girls, middle school girls, and maturing. But they 
are interested in seeing what is out there. The 
hope is that they get an interest in something 
they didn’t know they had an interest in. And 
drive more women into STEM fields.”

— Tanya Dyna, CSIU Instructional  
Technology & STEM specialist

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item 
Anna Zook, 13, Lewisburg, pours resin into a mold at STEAM Innovations in Sun-
bury on Thursday while participating in a Girls STEM Camp through the CSIU.


