
 

 

The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 

at twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board 

office.  

Note: There were no comment cards completed for an agenda business item. Additionally, there 

were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting. 

 President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and 

guests. Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, 

Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley. The 

West Monroe High School AFJROTC presented the colors, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

led by Mike Batey, and the Invocation offered by Shere May. 

 Jerry Hicks made the motion, seconded by Dabo Graves, to approve the minutes of the 

July 14, 2026, meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Shere May made a motion to approve an amendment to the agenda by adding Business 

Item # 10 and Permission to Bid Item #4, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried by all 

members. Mike Batey made a motion to approve the amended agenda as written, seconded by 

Shere May, motion carried unopposed. 

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice stated there was not anything to 

report.  

 The first Item of Business, Special Recognitions, Aline Smead introduced Tracee 

Wickham, a senior at West Ouachita High, to be recognized by the Board, for her appointment 

as Louisiana FFA State President for the 2026-2027 school year. Wickham was interviewed 

alongside twenty-seven other applicants for ten state officer positions. She is the fifth West 

Ouachita student to receive a state officer appointment and the first Louisiana FFA State 

President from Ouachita Parish. 

 The second Item of Business, Economic Development Report Related to OPSB, was 

presented by Rob Cleveland, CEO of Grow NELA. He updated the School Board on the 

progress of Faith Technologies Incorporated (FTI), who are building an operations site adjacent 

to Ouachita High. FTI has made a 20-year commitment to operate a facility in Ouachita Parish 

and anticipate the potential of bringing 100’s of new jobs to the area. Ouachita Parish Schools 

and FTI are partnering to introduce career opportunities to students at Ouachita High and on 

strategies to alleviate traffic flow on Highway 594. 

Business Item three, Consideration and Approval to purchase 1505, 1507, 1509 N. 3rd. 

Street and 400 Travis Street was presented by Tommy Comeaux. Shere May made a motion to 

approve these purchases, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion carried unanimously.  

The fourth Item of Business, Policies for Consideration and Approval, DIC (Capital 

Assets), GBRIB (Sick Leave), IHC (Class Rankings), and KF (Use of School Facilities) were 

introduced by Adam Hunsucker. Shere May made a motion to approve the updates to the 

policies as recommended by the Policy Committee, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried 

unopposed.  

The fifth Item of Business, Consider LA Compliance Questionnaire for the year ending 

June 30, 2026, was introduced by Regina Mekus. Submission of the questionnaire is required 



 

 

as part of the regular, end-of-fiscal-year audit. Ouachita Parish Schools has received a near-

perfect audit for three consecutive years. Jerry Hicks made a motion to approve the submission 

of the Questionnaire, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried unanimously.  

The sixth Item of Business, Financial Report for June 30, 2026, was presented by 

Regina Mekus. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison. The Board discussed and 

accepted the report as presented. 

The seventh Item of Business, Consider Adult meal prices for the Child Nutrition 

Program was presented by Jo Lynne Correro. Mike Batey made a motion to increase breakfast 

prices from $1.50 to $2.00 and lunch prices from $3.00 to $4.00, seconded by Jerry Hicks. 

Motion was passed unopposed.  

The eighth Item of Business, Consideration and selection of architect for George Welch 

Elementary Roof Replacement was presented by Steven Hemphill recommending The 

Architecture Alliance Group. Harold McCoy made a motion to accept this recommendation, 

seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried without opposition.  

Business Item nine, Consideration and approval of change order for Lakeshore 

Elementary Front Office Renovation was introduced by Steven Hemphill. Dabo Graves made a 

motion to approve the change order, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried unanimously.  

 Steven Hemphill presented the tenth Item of Business, Consideration and Selection of 

architect for Jack Hayes PreK Hallway Edition. Dabo Graves made a motion to appoint Brian 

McGuire Architecture, seconded by Harold McCoy. Motion carried unopposed.  

 Steven Hemphill presented the eleventh Item of Business, Construction/Renovation 

Projects Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as written. 

 Jared Peters presented Evaluation of Bids 5-27 Drew Elementary WS Fern Damage with 

a recommendation of Manns Construction as the lowest responsive bidder in the amount of 

$1,118,000. Shere May made a motion to accept this bid, seconded by Jerry Hicks. Motion 

carried without opposition.  

Jared Peters presented 4-line Items of Permission to Bid: 1. 13-27 Copy Paper with 

various sources and amounts, 2. 14-27 George Welch Roof Replacement, Funding Source 

M&O, Budget $500,000, 3. 15-27 Richwood Upper Elementary, Funding Source ES Bond, 

Budget $19,000,000 and 4. 16-27 Jack Hayes PreK Hallway Addition, Funding Source ES 

Bond, Budget $300,000. Dabo Graves made amotion to grant permission to bid on items 1,2, 

and 4, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried unopposed. Harold McCoy made a motion to 

grant permission to Bid on Item # 3, Richwood Upper Elementary, seconded by Dabo Graves, 

motion carried unanimously. 

 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux stated the next meeting would be September 8, 

2026. 

 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice stated it was the second day of school for 

students, praised the great back-to-school rallies for employees last week and thanked all 

departments for their work to make it all a smooth beginning for the new year.  

 



 

 

 There being no further business, Greg Manley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Harold McCoy. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 12:43 p.m. 
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