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Bright Futures

• FAS- 100% tuition at a FL Public University- what you get with AICE diploma+100 Hours

• FMS- around 75% tuition at a FL Public University. 100% 1st two years at State College

• Can only use BF money at Florida schools

• For Private FL schools, you get a portion of tuition paid. Chart with $$ breakdown :
• https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf ($212/$748)

• BF will accept test scores through August 2027

• BF will take your ACT Science section IF it helps you. Florida State Universities will NOT 
use the ACT Science section

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf


Bright Futures

• EVERYONE needs to complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) to be 
eligible for the Bright Futures Scholarship (and Any other State Aid)

• Application opens on October 1, 2026- Counselors will go into Gov/Econ classes

• Needs to be completed BEFORE graduation- aim to complete by Jan. 1st

• http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/

• Click on “State Grants, Scholarships, & Applications” and then “Create a Student 
Account”

• Keep record of Log-in information so can check status on website later

• Asks for the college you plan to attend- if this changes after you apply to BF, you need 
to update on your application

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Bright Futures

• EVERYONE needs to have 100 hours of service/work documented and 
turned into school
• Get them in before Winter Break!

• Can be Volunteer hours AND/OR Work hours

• Volunteer forms are located on the SHS Guidance webpage-
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-
counselors/volunteering

• Must Complete YPP Post-Test and turn into Guidance front desk- Mrs. 
Navarro

https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-counselors/volunteering
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-counselors/volunteering
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-counselors/volunteering
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-counselors/volunteering
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/parents-students/school-counselors/volunteering


Bright Futures

• Keep in mind- it does take time for your BF $$ to get to your institution in 2027

• Universities are used to this though- communicate with your financial aide 
department about deferring your fees until your BF $$ comes in

• Can say that you are just waiting on your AICE diploma results….

• More information on BF:
• https://www.floridabrightfutures.gov/

https://www.floridabrightfutures.gov/
https://www.floridabrightfutures.gov/


Free Application for Federal Student Financial 
Aid (FAFSA)

• Simple terms- the form you complete to see if you qualify for any financial 
help from the Government to help pay for college

• Collects personal and financial information from both student and parent(s) 
and calculates your EFC (Expected Family Contribution)- this number is used 
to determine how much $ you qualify for
• The smaller your EFC, the more $ you generally qualify for

• Can offer Grants/Scholarships (free money), Loans (pay back), Work-study 
program



FAFSA

• Everyone is encouraged to complete a FAFSA

• https://fafsa.gov

• Opens October 1 

• FREE to apply

• Best to apply early

• Write down your FSA ID (username and password) in a safe place!

https://fafsa.gov/
https://fafsa.gov/


FAFSA

• Steps to completing the FAFSA
• Video- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY (4:25 mins)

• What to have on hand:
• Student and Parent SSN
• Student Driver’s License number
• Student Alien registration number (if not USA citizen)
• Federal Tax Returns for student and parent(s)
• Records of any untaxed income (ex-retirement withdrawals)
• Other financial information (ex- savings, investments)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9apxxQrx-WY


FAFSA

• Apply for FSA ID for both YOU and PARENT- Do this NOW
• https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

• Can ask questions through FAFSA website at any time- use the CHAT feature-
they are the Experts

• Can use the IRS Data Retrieval tool to save time

• Can list up to 20 schools applying to

• Check with each school for their deadline to submit FAFSA
• By March 1st latest

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FAFSA

• What happens after completing my FAFSA?
• Video- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78 (3 mins)

• You will receive financial aid packages from each of the schools that 
you listed and got accepted to- YOU choose what you accept

• Can contact the Financial Aid office at any school for questions- They 
are the Experts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78


Scholarships (Private)
• College-specific scholarships and 

private scholarships

• Seabreeze has a Scholarship section 
on Guidance Website-
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/student-
life/seniors/financial-aid-scholarships

• My Florida Shines-
https://www.floridashines.org/go-to-
college/pay-for-college

• Fast Web- www.fastweb.com

https://www.seabreezehigh.org/student-life/seniors/financial-aid-scholarships
https://www.seabreezehigh.org/student-life/seniors/financial-aid-scholarships
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Florida State Colleges
Ex-DSC, TSC, Valencia, Santa Fe

• 2 + 2 option: 2 years at a State College (DSC, TSC, Valencia)→ 2 years at a 
University (UF, FSU, UCF)

• Earn your AA (Associate of Arts) Degree at a 2-year State College and then apply 
as a transfer student to any of the State Universities to earn your Bachelors 

• AA-60 total credit hours→36 general education + 24 electives (towards major)

• When you apply as a Transfer student(1-2 years after high school), universities 
look at your college GPA (not your high school GPA, SAT/ACT test scores)

• Half the cost of tuition for first 2 years at State College vs State University



Florida State Colleges

• Only need to complete an application and pay an application fee

• No SAT/ACT scores required. No World Language required. HS GPA not evaluated

• Do not need a transcript to get accepted. Only need FINAL transcript when 
graduate

• Can apply whenever- no strict deadline. Priority- by April 1st

• DSC will be on campus October 26th to help students apply for FREE



Florida State Colleges

• Daytona State has a Direct Connect Program with UCF→ Guaranteed Admission

• Similar programs like this at State Colleges in other FL cities 

• TSC Aspire Transfer Program to FSU- https://www.tsc.fl.edu/academics/transfer-services/aspire/

• Direct transfer programs from Santa Fe College to UF
• https://www.sfcollege.edu/transfer/uf/



4-year University Application Process

3 Things:

-Application (includes essay) 
-Transcript
-Test Scores



College Applications

•Be ORGANIZED!!

•Create a chart/spreadsheet for yourself with 
information about each college you are applying to

•WHAT you need, HOW you need it, WHEN you need it

• I focus mainly on our 12 FL Public Univs

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


College Apps:
Application

-COMMON APPLICATION→ All Florida Public Universities use it!

-One stop shop→ https://www.commonapp.org/

-2 Sections

- “My Common Application” →General info that goes to all schools
- Profile- Personal Info, Demographics

- Family

- Education- High school info, GPA, rank, senior courses, academic honors

- Testing

- Activities

- Writing

- “My Colleges”→ Add each individual college

https://www.commonapp.org/


College Apps:
Application

• What Admissions Decision/Plan should I choose (4 main)?  www.commonapp.org

• Early Decision- UF and FSU this year! Some private schools offer this option- UMiami, 
Rollins, Yale, Duke, etc.

• Binding decision

• Only use if you are absolutely CERTAIN that want to go to a particular school

• Can only apply ED to one school

• If you get accepted, you MUST attend this school and withdraw other college 
applications

• Earlier application deadline and earlier notification date

• Parent AND Counselor have to sign off in CA

http://www.commonapp.org/


College Apps:
Application

• What Admissions Decision/Plan should I choose?          https://www.commonapp.org/

• Early Action- Most Florida Universities use this option now→ For Florida residents ONLY

• A chance to apply early and get your decision early
• Non-binding
• Specific date for Application, Materials, and Decision
• Take advantage of this option vs Regular Decision- UCF→22,000 of 28,000 accepted students 

applied EA→ 78%

• Regular Decision
• Non-binding
• Specific date for Application, Materials, and Decision

• Rolling Decision
• Colleges make decision once all materials are in           CHART

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


College Apps:
Application

•Need to choose your START term
• Summer 2027  (Start in July)
• Fall 2027  (Start in August)



College Apps:
Transcript

How Does Each School Want my Transcript:

1-Self-reported→ STARS or SPARK
2-Ask High School to send it
3-Counselor Reports through Common App



College Apps:
Transcript

• How does each school want my Transcript? Usually different due date
• Electronically through STARS (Self-reported Transcript & Academic Record 

System)→ https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/login.aspx
• 9 of the 12 FL SUS schools use this- Only FAMU,FGCU, & FIU do NOT

• In lieu of sending an official transcript to the college, students will manually 
enter all grades into this website

• Only complete actual STARS ONCE on website  THEN…..

• You will Link STARS individually for each of your schools

• **UCF uses SPARK- separate website, same idea

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/login.aspx


College Apps:
Transcript

• How does each school want my Transcript? Student requests Seabreeze 
Registrar to send Transcript

• Only FAMU, FGCU, & FIU of Florida Public Universities 

• Other Private colleges- Stetson, Rollins, etc.

• Email- fafrank1@volusia.k12.fl.us 
• Type <<Transcript>> in subject line of email & <<Name>> & <<Institution>> in 

body of email

• Counselor submits on Common App
• UMiami, Yale, etc.

CHART

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


College Apps:
STARS

• Create an Account on the STARS Website-
https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx

• Request a copy of your current transcript from our Registrar-
fafrank1@volusia.k12.fl.us (Unofficial)

• Important things to remember:
• Be ACCURATE→ colleges will verify
• Enter Semester Grades...For EOC Courses(Alg 1,Geom,Bio)list as “Full Year”
• Enter Dual Enrollment courses under High School
• Enter Summer Courses in the preceding school year
• List Senior Courses as “In Progress” under “Grade”
• 389 current size of senior class
• Test Scores Section- none of Florida schools take from STARS

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx
mailto:fafrank1@volusia.k12.fl.us


College Apps:
STARS

• How to link STARS to the College?

• After you submit the Common App for a school, that school will 
email you in a COUPLE of days on how to set up your University 
Portal

• Instructions will be given in University Portal on how to Link STARS

• Have to link each individual school



Sample of STARS View from UF Admissions



College Apps:
Transcripts

•**Once you get accepted and decide where 
you are going, you will request SHS to send 
your FINAL Transcript to your college in May**



College Apps:
Test Scores 

• How does each school want my SAT/ACT/CLT scores?
• Self-Reported through the University Applicant Portal

• UF, FSU, UNF, FAU

• Send Through Testing Agency
• UCF, USF, FIU, UWF, FGCU, FAMU, New, Poly

• Can pre-send scores when register or up to 9 days after test→gets to 
college about time you can see scores (2 weeks)
• (4 free score reports)

• Pay to send scores after you receive them by logging into testing 
account→gets to college 1-10 days after order ($15 per score report)

CHART

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


College Apps:
Test Scores 

• Test Dates and Deadlines   

• **SAT School Day for Seniors- October 22nd FREE**

• Check the latest test date can use for each college applying to

College UF*self rep FSU*self rep UCF USF UNF FAU FGCU

Test Score Due (Early Action) Nov. 8 Dec. 1* Nov. 15 Nov. 16 Nov. 18 Nov. 20 Nov. 15

(ED) Oct. 22 Dec. 1*

SAT Date Oct.3 Oct. 22*(Not ED UF) Nov. 7*(FSU, Reg/Defer)

Dec. 
12*(Reg/Defer)

ACT Date Oct. 17*(Not ED UF) Dec. 5*(Reg or Defer)

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/26-27%20testing%20dates.pdf
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/26-27%20testing%20dates.pdf


College Applications:
Test Scores

• ACT Science section update:

• Florida Universities will NOT use the Science section in the score 
average

• Will average only the 3 sections- English, Math, Reading



College Applications:
Test Scores  

• Classic Learning Test (CLT)- NEWer
• Adopted in Florida in Fall 2023- ALL of the Florida Public Universities take it

• Remotely proctored at home (Recorded)

• https://www.cltexam.com/tests/clt/             CHART

https://www.cltexam.com/tests/clt/
https://www.cltexam.com/tests/clt/
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/26-27%20testing%20dates.pdf


College Applications:
Other

• Does school require a letter of Recommendation?
• NONE of the Florida Public Universities require one- will not read it

• Give Recommender PLENTY of time (at least 2 weeks or more)

• Choose someone who knows you well and can highlight your strengths

• Provide a resume

• Follow up if needed

• Does school require an Essay?  Supplemental Writing Questions?
• Do NOT use AI to write your Personal Essay



College Applications:
Summary

WHAT you need

 HOW you need it

 WHEN you need it

CHART

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


College Applications

• Florida State University System (SUS) Information Chart

• Given out last year at Junior College Night- updated for this school year

• Contains lots of useful information about college admissions

• Gives you the “Reality” of admissions data

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fissuu.com%2Ffiupublications%2Fdocs%2Ffinal_sus_matrix_2026%2F5%3Fff&data=05%7C02%7Ccmvillaf%40volusia.k12.fl.us%7C0d22c73b023d403c5ecf08df0f4be806%7C93e9784b350740ffbc0159ea8a1a7b71%7C0%7C0%7C639246490823170830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qi9xbM1IjgF4IUSHGcPa4wYQQOAXr7wXDrfquLpdEXk%3D&reserved=0


Florida Universities

• Our FL universities are very competitive- especially our top 4 (UF,FSU,UCF,USF)

• According to US News & World Report- Acceptance Rates:
• UF- 23%  “Highly selective”

• FSU- 25%  “Highly selective”

• UCF- 41%

• USF- 44%



Florida Universities

• FSU has a Unique opportunity where you can show that you are interested in 
one of their Pathway Programs on the Common App:



Florida Universities

• If you don’t have your heart set on one of the “Big 4,” some of the other 
Universities will offer you scholarship money if you are a strong student→  

• UNF, FAU, FGCU. All becoming more popular with our students and all offering 
merit scholarships to a lot of our students



Automatic Merit-based Scholarships
UNF



University of Alabama

https://afford.ua.edu/scholarships/out-of-state-freshman/

https://afford.ua.edu/scholarships/out-of-state-freshman/
https://afford.ua.edu/scholarships/out-of-state-freshman/
https://afford.ua.edu/scholarships/out-of-state-freshman/
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Common App Overview

• Application Guide for First-Time Students- Video (4:52) 

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students   

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-year-students


Common App Overview
• 1- Gather materials

• Resume or Rough Draft to Organize
• Get copy of your transcript

• 2- Create account and complete General “Common App” Tab
• General Info is sent to all Colleges

• 3- Add Colleges

• 4- Engage Supporters
• If a school requires a teacher letter of rec, you invite them through CA
• School Report required for all colleges- Counselor has to complete- make sure to invite your counselor☺

• 5- Understand requirements
• Keep track of what sections each college requires

• 6- Plan Essays
• Use your Resources- Ms. Lightsey, Ms. Kepner, Mr. Phillips

• 7- Submit Application
• Each college submitted individually

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/Example%20Resume%20Template%201.pdf
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/Example%20Resume%20Template%201.pdf
https://www.commonapp.org/


Common App:
Diving Deeper 

• Activities section is important! 
• Quality, not quantity- put your most meaningful activities first (Can list up to 10)

• Mut be concise in your description- 150 characters

• Include Leadership/Impact

• “Honors” under Education (list up to 5)

• “Grades” under Education for Weighted Class Rank

• Testing→ can include AICE scores but not part of evaluation for admissions

• “Additional Information” under Writing
• Challenges

• Extra

• “My Colleges”→ Individual schools may require additional things

• Fee Waiver if eligible under “Profile”

https://www.commonapp.org/


Honors 
Colleges

• Within some colleges, you can apply 
separately to their Honors College
• Worth your while!

• Usually have some smaller classes

• Special seminars

• May have special housing options

• Usually perk of registering for classes early

• Special advisors

• Check for requirements at different schools

• CHART

https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf
https://volusiastudents-my.sharepoint.com/personal/cmvillaf_volusia_k12_fl_us/Documents/College/26-27/College%20spreadsheet%20FL%20schools%2026-27.pdf


Honors Colleges 

Example- UF

• 21,000+ applicants to Honors 
College (2026)

• 1,976 admitted (9% accept)

• Avg. GPA: 4.6-4.8

• ACT: 35-36 (middle 50%)

• SAT: 1520-1560 (middle 50%)

• 1 additional essay to apply

Example- FSU

• GPA: 4.4-4.7 (middle 50%)

• ACT: 31-34 (middle 50%)

• SAT: 1400-1510 (middle 50%)

• 1 additional essay prompt



Honors 
Colleges

• Wilkes Honors College @ FAU
• Has its own campus

• Jupiter, FL

• Application imbedded in Common App

• Average GPA: 4.0-4.55

• SAT: 1230-1370

• ACT: 26-31



College Applications 

• Do not assume that something is turned in- Double & Triple check that all 
parts of your Application have been submitted
• It is YOUR responsibility to have a Completed Application

• Letter of Rec not showing as turned in?  FOLLOW UP with Teacher

• Transcript not showing as submitted?  FOLLOW UP with Registrar/check SSAR

• School Report on Common App not showing as submitted?  FOLLOW UP with 
Counselor

• SAT/ACT scores not in?  FOLLOW UP with Testing Agency



Questions???

 

cmvillaf@volusia.k12.fl.us

Thank you for joining!Thank

Best of luck on your college application journey!Best

Email with any questions

• cmvillaf@volusia.k12.fl.usEmail

mailto:cmvillaf@volusia.k12.fl.us
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