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Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 

SM SOUTH 

This week’s Hard Hat Hero is Aidan 
Simeka, Special Education teacher at 
Shawnee Mission South! Aidan does an 
outstanding job building strong 
relationships with students and creating 
an environment where they feel 
supported, valued, and encouraged to be 
successful. He has a genuine ability to 
connect with kids and consistently puts 
their needs first. Aidan is also someone 
who is always willing to go above and 
beyond to support South Athletics. 
Whether it’s helping students, supporting 
staff, or jumping in wherever he is 
needed, Aidan brings a positive attitude 
and a true team-first mentality. 

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff 
member for the Hard Hat Hero award. 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

SEPTEMBER  14      

Odd Block 

 

 

SEPTEMBER   15 

Even Block 

SEPTEMBER   16 

Odd Block 

10:00-11:00am 

Scholarship Shawnee 

Mission 

SEPTEMBER   17 

LATE START 

Even Block 

SEPTEMBER   18 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional 

Learning 

SEPTEMBER  21      

Odd Block 

HOCO Assembly 

 

SEPTEMBER   22 

Even Block 

SEPTEMBER   23 

Odd Block 

 

SEPTEMBER   24 

LATE START 

Even Block 

SEPTEMBER   25 

Traditional 

Homecoming Parade 

 

SEPTEMBER  28      

Traditional 

 

SEPTEMBER   29 

Even Block 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER   30 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   1 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER   2 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   5 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   6 

Even Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   7 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   8 

LATE START 

9:30am PTSA Meeting 

Even Block 

OCTOBER   9 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Workday 

OCTOBER   12 

Traditional 

 

OCTOBER   13 

Even Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   14 

Odd Block 

5:00-8:00pm 

PT Conferences 

OCTOBER   15 

LATE START 

TESTING DAY 

OCTOBER   16 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

OCTOBER   19 

Traditional 

 

OCTOBER   20 

Even Block 

 

 

 

OCTOBER   21 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   22 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER   23 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   26 

Traditional 

 

OCTOBER   27 

Even Block 

 

 

OCTOBER   28 

Odd Block 

 

OCTOBER   29 

LATE START 

Even Block 

OCTOBER   30 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    2 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional 

Learning 

NOVEMBER    3 

Even Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    4 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    5 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    6 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    9 

Traditional 

 

NOVEMBER    10 

Even Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    11 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    12 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    13 

Odd Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    16 

Traditional 

 

NOVEMBER    17 

Even Block 

 

 

NOVEMBER    18 

Odd Block 

 

NOVEMBER    19 

LATE START 

Even Block 

NOVEMBER    20 

Odd Block 
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Fall PTSA Meetings 

9:30am – Library 

 

Thursday, September 10 

Thursday, October 8 

Thursday, November 12 
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https://www.gobound.com/ks/schools/smsouth 

 

 
Link to ROCKY’S RUNDOWN:  

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 
 
 

https://www.gobound.com/ks/schools/smsouth
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
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Follow @counselingSMS on Instagram/X  
‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ on Facebook 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor  
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-J                                Chris Shelby 
K-P                               Jasmine Morgan 
O-Z                               Jennifer Herrmann 
Real World              Traci Johnson 

• Juniors- The registration deadline for the PSAT/NMSQTexam is Saturday, Sept. 12th. The cost of this exam is $20 and 
is for National Merit Qualifying. Juniors who don’t take this exam, will take a practice Pre-ACT free exam. 

o  Click here to register-  www.TotalRegistration.net/PSAT/172772  

• September is Suicide Awareness Month. Our school counselors, social workers, and administrative team are always 
available to help support your student during the school day. Please see attached flyer for Suicide Awareness 
Month activities. 

• Seniors- Please fill out the SMS Senior Exploration Day Form to let us know what activity you’re planning for Oct. 
15th. 

• Wednesday, Sept 16th is the SMSD College Clinic- visit www.thecollegeclinic.com for more info. Instagram: 
@SMCollegeClinic.   X: @SMCollegeClinic 

• Seniors- Wednesday, Sept 16th is also Scholarship Shawnee Mission (for Seniors). View this site for more 
information. Scholarship SM 

• Thursday, Sept. 17th. Professional Skills Workshop – Do you want help creating a professional resume? Are you 
looking for an internship or possible job and need to update your resume? Are you needing some help on interview 
skills?  Information and registration here Professional Skills Workshop (registration must come from students and on a 
student device) 

• Saturday, Sept. 19th. 9am-12pm. Johnson County Mental Health hosts Connected Conversations: Parent Edition Click 
here for more information 

• Sept. 25th- Career & College Expo – Business partners present for career exploration with the possibility for a job 
shadow, mentorship, or internship as well as college representatives available for information regarding their schools. 

• We are happy to announce that we have hired a new College Advisor. Mr. Allen is available to assist students with all 
things post high school. He can also help parents with FAFSA help. Email him at kristopherallen9@smsd.org or call 
913-993-7530 to make an appointment. 

• October 15th will be a School Wide Testing Day. See flyer in this newsletter for more information.  
 

  
If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize 
these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Visit Johnson County Mental Health Center  and Johnson County Family Resources  for family/adolescent support. 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  
 
 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/in-school-assessments
http://www.totalregistration.net/PSAT/172772
https://forms.gle/7kHjYtpbcW9GY6Zz5
http://www.thecollegeclinic.com/
https://www.smef.org/s/1485/bp22/interior.aspx?sid=1485&gid=1&pgid=733
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOKNi39UtNLAeNPtRWqKjmQgunB7CJJW0N95OyORvQY1zEZQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://connect.jocogov.org/civicrm/event/info?id=2517&reset=1
https://connect.jocogov.org/civicrm/event/info?id=2517&reset=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CiVbn8uDJ030R5RPsr1AUcUpQVPEd91Y/view?usp=sharing
mailto:kristopherallen9@smsd.org
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/cddo/resources
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2026-2027 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center 
at Shawnee Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are 

interested in attending a specific visit, please contact Ms. Young, Student Services Secretary, 
at bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass.  

September  
Wednesday September 16  Prescott College    1:05 pm  
Tuesday September 22  Grinnell College    9:40 am  
Tuesday September 22  St. Louis University    1:05 pm  
Wednesday September 23  Drake University    1:05 pm  
Monday September 28  William Jewell College   8:35 am  
Monday September 28  Rockhurst University   9:30 am  
Wednesday September 30  Iowa State University   9:20 am   
October   
Monday October 5   Northwest Missouri State U.  9:20 am  
Monday October 5   University of Missouri-Columbia  1:05 pm  
Wednesday October 7  Colorado School of Mines   9:20 am  
Thursday October 8   Emporia State University   9:45 am  
Monday October 12   Pittsburg State University   9:20 am  
Tues October 13   Missouri State University   9:40 am  
Wednesday October 14  Kansas State University   1:05 pm  
Monday October 19   Loyola University    8:35 am  
Tuesday October 20   University of Kansas   1:05 pm  
Friday October 23   University of Nebraska-Lincoln  1:05 pm  
Monday October 26   Texas Tech University   10:30 am  
Thursday October 29  Quincy University    1:05 pm  

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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Your Attendance Matters!
District Attendance Specialist 

Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 
high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

• I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

• I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

• I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

• I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 

promote student attendance. 

• I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

• I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 
 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 

If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 

 

Thank you, 
Memo Rodriguez 
District Attendance Specialist 
Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 

SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 
Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive 
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  Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

 Bryan Dodson Recognized Zachary De Jong 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Student of the Week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Raider Report 3: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4X8dBr3zEY 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4X8dBr3zEY
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Help Make Homecoming Special! 
The Shawnee Mission South PTSA is seeking donations of items 
and volunteers to help make this year’s Homecoming Dance 
(9/26) a fun and memorable night for students. 
 
We need donations of cookies, packaged snacks, and bottled 
water. Volunteers are also needed during the dance to hand out 
refreshments, check coats, and assist with cleanup. 
Whether you donate an item or a few hours of your time, your 
support will help make Homecoming a special night for our 
students! Sign up to donate and/or volunteer here:  
 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0949ACA82FA75-65495385-homecoming 
 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0949ACA82FA75-65495385-homecoming
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FALL CAMPUS  

CLEAN-UP DAY 

Saturday, Sept 12th   
9:00-11:00am 

WE have 12 loads of mulch to spread, so bring your  
Gloves, shovels, rakes, trimmers, etc. 

*Bring a parent! Students earn ‘Double’ community service 
points when they attend with a parents! 
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Nominate your favorite South teacher here: 

https://tinyurl.com/SMSDKTOYnominations26-27 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/SMSDKTOYnominations26-27
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real-time updates at https://www.gobound.com/ks/schools/smsouth 

Monday, September 14, 2026 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 
8:00 AM Junior Varsity Girls Golf  Gardner Golf Course 
1:00 PM Varsity Girls Golf  Sunflower Hills Golf Course 
3:00 PM Varsity Girls Tennis Lawrence, Topeka, Washburn Rural Rock Chalk Park 
5:00 PM Junior Varsity Football Lincoln College Prep Shawnee Mission South Combo Turf Field 

 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 – Blocks 2 - Seminar - 4 – 6 
9:00 AM Varsity Girls Tennis  Gardner Edgerton High School 
9:00 AM Activity Fair  Shawnee Mission South Aux Gym 
3:30 PM Junior Varsity Girls Tennis Blue Valley West Blue Valley West  
5:00 PM Junior Varsity Boys Soccer Shawnee Mission East SMSD South Stadium 
7:00 PM Varsity Boys Soccer Shawnee Mission East SMSD South Stadium 
5:30 PM Freshman Volleyball Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission East Aux Gym 
5:30 PM Junior Varsity Volleyball Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission East Main Gym 
6:30 PM Varsity Volleyball Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission East Main Gym 
6:30 PM C Team Volleyball Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission East Aux Gym 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 2026 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 
11:00 A Varsity Girls Golf  Wamego Country Club 

1:00 PM Varsity Girls Golf  Tomahawk Hills Golf Course 
3:30 PM Junior Varsity Girls Tennis SM Northwest Shawnee Mission Northwest High School  
3:30 PM Junior Varsity Girls Tennis Shawnee Mission East Harmon Park 
5:00 PM C Team Gold Boys Soccer Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission South Combo Turf Field 
6:00 PM MS Football IW vs HG  SMSD South Stadium Track and Turf Field 
6:00 PM C Team Green Boys Soccer Olathe Northwest CBAC Soccer Field 
6:00 PM Varsity Girls Flag Football Olathe Northwest ODAC South MP Field 

 
Thursday, September 17, 2026 – LATE START Blocks 2 - Advisory- 4 – 6 

3:00 PM Junior Varsity Girls Tennis Aquinas Gardner Edgerton High School Tennis Courts 
3:30 PM Junior Varsity Girls Tennis Lawrence Free State Indian Creek Recreation Center Tennis Courts 
4:15 PM Freshman Football Olathe North Olathe North High School Turf Athletic Field 
5:00 PM C Team Green Boys Soccer Shawnee Mission East Shawnee Mission South Combo Turf Field 
5:00 PM Junior Varsity Boys Soccer Olathe Northwest CBAC Football Field 
7:00 PM Varsity Boys Soccer Olathe Northwest CBAC Football Field 

 

Friday, September 18, 2026 – NO SCHOOL – Professional Learning 
7:00 PM Varsity Football Olathe North SMSD South Stadium 

https://www.gobound.com/ks/schools/smsouth
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Saturday, September 19, 2026 
8:00 AM ACT Test  Shawnee Mission South High School  
9:00 AM  Cross Country  Baldwin Golf Course 

 
 
  

 

 
 
 


