
September 14, 2026 

Eppler Express 
 

 

What’s Inside: 

What’s Happening this Week at Eppler 

Upcoming Activities 

Additional Information: 

• School News & Information 

• Sports Information   

• Clubs & Organizations   

• District News 

• Power School 

• Reward Programs 

• Early Dismissals/Attendance. 

_______________________________ 

Important Websites and Re-

sources: 

• UHS Athletics Boosters   

• Eppler Website 

• Eppler Express 

• PaySchools 

• Student Handbook 

• UCS District Website 

• Report Bullying 

• PowerSchool Portal / Information 

• UCS District Calendar  

• UCS Technology Support 
Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct 

Chieftains are… 

 Respectful,   Responsible,  Reasonable. 

    Eppler Chieftain Code of Conduct: 

           Be Respectful,  

   Be Responsible,  

        Be  Reasonable… 

         And above all, be kind to everyone! 

Monday, September 14 Thursday,  September 17 

• Fall Reading NWEA in ELA 

Classes 

• College Gear Monday  

• StuCo Applications Due  

• Xello Presentations in US His-

tory 8 Classes  

• Homework Club, 2:55 - 3:55 

pm, Media Center 

• Magic : The Gathering   Room 

126   2:50 – 3:45 PM 

• Seventh Grade Mixer   Main 

and Aux Gyms   5th and 6th 

Hours    

Tuesday, September 15 Friday,  September 18 

•  Homework Club, 2:55 - 3:55 

pm, Media Center. 

• StuCo Current Member 

Signed Agreements Due  

 

 

• AVID Bagel Sales   2nd Hour 

• Picture MAKE-UP Day   Me-

dia Center  

• StuCo Welcome Letters Hand-

ed Out  

• UHS Varsity Football v Rose-

ville   7:00 PM   

 

Wednesday, September 16 Saturday, September 19 

•  No School for K-12 Stu-
dents : Teachers DPPD 

• Yearbook Fundraiser, Dairy 
Queen  4:00—9:00 pm  

 

 

• Family Wellness Fair, Henry 

Ford II 10:00 am—1:00 pm  

Sunday,  September 20 

• None. 

https://sites.google.com/site/uhsathleticboosters/home
http://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://www.payschoolscentral.com/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1785935442/uticak12org/ug6ijb3cgsvoqweyvbbl/2627handbook.pdf
https://uticak12org.finalsite.com/
mailto:april.raupp@uticak12.org;%20autumn.blachard@uticak12.org
https://www.uticak12.org/families-community/powerschool
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2#calendar1/20230831/month
https://www.uticak12.org/families-community/technology-support


Vision and Mission Statements 

                            
Our Vision Statement:  Eppler Junior High School will empower students to achieve their full potential and become 
productive contributors in a diverse society. 
  
Eppler Junior High School Mission Statement:  Parents, students, teachers, and administrators will collaborate as 
a community to foster a safe and respectful learning environment that will promote independent critical thinking and 
problem solving. 

Upcoming Activities                                                                                                        Back to Menu 

 Click here to view the 2026-2027 District Calendar 

 

Monday, September 21 Thursday,  September 24 

•  None. • Homework Club, 2:55 - 3:55 pm, Media Center 

• Magic : The Gathering   Room 126   2:50 – 3:45 PM 

• Caught Being Kind Recognition during 5/6 hours 

• STATIC Meeting, 2:55 - 3:45 pm, Room 136 

Tuesday, September 22 Friday,  September 25 

•  Homework Club, 2:55 - 3:55 pm, Media Center. 

• EPIC 9:00am - 10:00 am Media Center Confer-

ence Room  

• Fire Drill 8:05 am 

 

 

 

• AVID Bagel Sales   2nd Hour 

• Make-Up Picture Day 

• Spirit Day : Detroit Lions 

• Chieftain of the Month, 11:40 am - 12:42 pm, Room 136 

Wednesday, September 23 Saturday, September 26 

• Kona Ice Truck Visits Eppler 

 

 

 

• Family Wellness Fair, Henry Ford II 10:00 am—1:00 pm  

Sunday,  September 27 

• None. 

https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MI50010997/Centricity/Domain/4/2026-2027%20Calendar%20Overview.pdf


Yearbook 
 

  

New Eppler Information 



Picture Make Up Day 
 

  



Ok2Say 
 

  

 

https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say
https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say
https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say
https://bit.ly/6th8thGrade_YouTubePlaylist


Daily Schedule 

  
 

  

Year Long Eppler Information 



Utica Community Schools is committed to providing a high-quality education for students and a professional learning environment for staff—

free from distractions—to support effective teaching, enhance student well-being, and maintain a safe, focused school environment. 

 

Research studies indicate that cell phone use, particularly for social media and interaction, can interfere with a student's ability to focus on 

learning and can negatively impact students in many ways. Excessive use of cell phones and social media has been linked to lower academic 

performance, increased behavioral issues, and other conditions that hinder a student’s ability to excel. 

 

This policy prohibits student use of wireless communications devices on school grounds during instructional time. The Utica Community 

Schools Board of Education delegates to the Superintendent of Schools the responsibility for developing administrative rules and regulations 

for prohibiting the use of wireless communications devices during instructional time in accordance with the Michigan Revised School Code 

(MCL 380.1303a) and this policy. The Board of Education also recognizes additional restrictions may be necessary based on the age and/or 

grade level of the students. 

 

Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless communication devices. Utica Community Schools is not re-

sponsible for the theft, loss, or damage of a personal wireless communication device. 

 

The use of wireless communications devices (WCD) by students is prohibited while on school grounds as follows: 

 

While junior high/middle school students may carry wireless communication devices on their person, the device should not be used, seen or 

heard, from the time a student walks into the school at the start of the day until the final bell at the end of the school day. 

 

At all levels, 

a. WCD cannot be brought into testing rooms. 

b. Use of a WCD is permitted in school vehicles as long as it is not used to violate any Board of Education Policy or any other school rule and is 

used in a way that is respectful to those around them. 

c. Using the recording capabilities of wireless communications devices is prohibited without the expressed permission of a building administra-

tor. 

 

Cell Phone Policy 
 

 

The following exemptions apply to the prohibition of wireless communications devices:  

1. Medically necessary devices determined in a student’s health plan. 

2. District-owned devices, including, but not limited to, school-issued tablets and laptops. 

3. Devices designated by the District to be used for instructional purposes. 

4. Devices used for special education programming or devices provided as an accommodation to students as required under Section 504 of 

Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC 794, or as part of an Individualized Education Plan under Title II of the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act of 1990, 42, USC 12131 to 12165. 

5. Lesson-specific academic assignments, at the limited and direct discretion of a classroom teacher. 

6. Emergency situations, as described in the Utica Community Schools Emergency Operations Plan. Use of a wireless communications device 

must not interfere with school emergency protocols or the actions of first responders and must not endanger students or faculty. 

 

Junior high/middle school enforcement mechanisms include: 

a. In the first few weeks of school, the expectations will be shared in rules meetings with students. 

b. The first violation will lead to a warning letter, issued when the parent/guardian picks up the phone from the office, explaining what will 

occur if there are continued violations. 

c. The second violation will lead to detention(s) to be served during lunch or after school. 

d. The third violation and each subsequent violation will lead to a one-day suspension. 

e. At all violation levels, devices will be confiscated and a parent/guardian must arrange for the device to be picked up. 

f. To avoid multiple violations, students, parents/guardians and the building administrator can agree to a plan such as turning the device in 

each day in the morning and picking it up at the end of the day. 

 

Student responsibility for wireless communications devices: 

Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless communications devices. The school system is not responsible 

for the theft, loss, or damage of personal wireless communications devices. 



Student/Parent Handbook 
 

 
On September 10, 2026, we met with 7th, 8th and 9th grade students to address the 

2026-2027 Student and Parent Handbook.  Below you will find a few key points that we 

went over with all the students. Everything that we addressed can be found in the UCS 

2026-2027 Parent Student Handbook. 

• Students must have a pass when they leave the classroom. 

• Students must have their IDs on and visible.  

• Students may carry wireless communication devices on their person, the device may 

not be used, seen or heard, from the time a student walks into the school at the 

start of the day until the final bell at the end of the school day. 

• Big backpacks are not allowed in the classroom.  Students need to be using their 

lockers and string backpacks. 

• No food or drinks in the classroom or hallways. (Water is allowed) 

• Attendance : regular attendance, being on time, and active participation in class con-

tribute to student success.  “Excessive absences” is defined as 10 or more in a se-

mester.  Please review the attendance policy with your student. 

• Dress Code : Students’ dress must not disrupt the educational process, interfere 

with the maintenance of a positive teaching/learning climate, or compromise rea-

sonable standards of health, safety and decency. 

  



Backpack Policy 

  
 

  



Updated Student ID Requirements 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  



 Bagels 

  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
  



Lunch Deliveries : REMINDER 

                            
                              Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub Hub will not be permitted at Eppler.                           

D                          due to school safety concerns and the disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries.              
W                         we ask that all students bring their own lunch or buy a lunch from the cafeteria.  If a student forgets their             
l                            lunch, they may borrow against their lunch account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off a lunch for their 
student. However, if the food dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their 
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the morning must be consumed before going into 
first hour. This is the practice that takes place at the high school level and Eppler is aligning with Utica High in order to provide 
consistent expectations for our students.  If you would like to apply for the free or reduced lunch program, or to establish a lunch 
account for your child, please click here. 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.  
  

Dress Code Rules - REMINDER 

  
Dress code: 

Please address the following dress code items with your child: 
• Hoods/hats are not to be worn in the building. 
• Clothing must not show bare mid-drifts, shoulders, cut too low or any derogatory or drug/alcohol messages. 

Student Drop-off after 7:55 

  

Parents, please be aware that there is often no need to come into the building when you are dropping off your 
child at school if they are late or after an appointment. The only reasons we will require you to come into the build-
ing are if you are picking up your child, for which you will need ID, or if you are dropping off anything for your child, 
which we ask that you label for their pick-up. Other than that, please feel free to stay in your warm and dry vehicle 
(on cold and rainy days) and enjoy whatever you may be listening to from your playlist! Thank you!! 
  

Parent Student Handbooks 

  

Please use the following link to access the Parent and Student Handbooks for the 2025-2026 school year.  

  

 UCS Handbook 

Lost and Found 

                            

 Please stop in the Counseling Hallway to check out the selection of Lost 
and Found items.  
 
 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147


School Safety 

 

Safety remains a priority for our school. Eppler Junior High School is once again providing training to our students and staff 
on our safety protocols. The protocols identify actions that students may be asked to take in the event of a potential  
incident: hold, secure, lockdown, evacuate and shelter.  
  

The protocols will continue to be part of the training while practicing our regular school safety drills, such as fire drills, 
security drills, tornado drills, evacuation procedures, etc.)  
  

The video is available for you to review at this link: UCS School Safety: Standard Response Protocol – Junior High - 
YouTube If you have any questions, please contact our office. 
  
 

Early Dismissal Procedures 

 
We have a new process for early dismissals. When you arrive at Eppler please ring the bell at our Main Office door, let 
us know your student’s name, show your id to the camera and we will let you in to our vestibule. With your cell phone 
please scan the QR code on the red “Scan For Early Dismissal” poster on the wall,  type in the information requested, 
and we will call your student down to leave with you.   
 
STUDENTS: You must come through the front office to exit the school.  

How to Report an Absence 

 
• When a student is going to be absent, parents/guardians should report the absence before the school day begins. Calls to the 

attendance line can be made 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Shelby Attendance Line is 586-797-2799. Absences 
will be input to PowerSchool by 4:00 pm on the date of the absence. 

 
• Per UCS policy, the following reasons for an absence will be accepted as an excused absence; student illness, hospitaliza-

tion, doctor ordered bed rest, mandatory court appearance, death in the immediate family, family vacation, medical appoint-
ments and administrative permission. All other absences will be unexcused. 

Calling All Shoppers! 

 

 

We would love to encourage families and staff members to select — or up-

date their current Kroger Community Rewards selection to — Eppler Junior 

High so those funds can directly benefit our students, classrooms, and teach-

ers. Below  is an  infographic to provide easy instruction on how to update or 

change their Kroger account: 

Of course, families and community members can also support EPIC through 

direct donations, helping sponsor classroom requests, or even assisting with 

grant opportunities and local business donation outreach. However, the Krog-

er rewards program is such a simple and easy way for many families to con-

tribute at no additional cost, and we are hopeful that increased participation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvkz7iomzcA


PowerSchool/Text Messaging Service / Schoology 

PowerSchool– Click here to go to the district’s PowerSchool website 

  

Parent Portal Access through PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the district's student information system used for scheduling, attendance, grades, and delivery of report 
cards.  Please find more information below on how to create and access your Parent Portal Account.  

To login, visit: http://ps.ucs.misd.net/public 
 
Below are useful documents for you to reference and take full advantage of PowerSchool: 

Parents:   Create a Parent Portal Account 

 Helpful Tips for our PowerSchool Parent Portal:  Click here for info on how to reset your password.  
 
PowerSchool Mobile App: 
1. Download the PowerSchool Parent App through your device's GooglePlay or Apple App Store. 
2. Enter the UCS district code: NKDJ (all capitalized) 
3. When logging in through your mobile app, you will use the same username/password that you use to login through your 
desktop. 
 
Questions? Contact your home school to help with your PowerSchool questions.  
  

Text Messaging Service 

 

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/994
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088


Parent Access for Schoology 

                            
 

 

 

Parents/Guardians,   
 
Did you know that you can have a parent account for your child's 
Schoology classes?  You can access each of their classes, as well as  
the counseling department's Schoology page.  The counseling page 
has many resources ranging from support groups and therapy to  
community resources for help with everyday problems.  If you would 
like access to your child's Schoology account (this is different 
than PowerSchool), you can contact the main office at 586-797-2900 
to request your child's 12-digit-code and instructions.  

2026-2027 Attendance Information 

 Regular attendance and active participation in class are integral parts of a student’s total education.  Students can 
achieve educational benefits only through regular class attendance and a serious commitment to an educational pro-
gram. 
 
During the 2026-2027 school year Eppler Administration will be sending text messages and emails to parents/
guardians about their student’s attendance.  Messages and emails may have a number or email address that you do 
not recognize.  If the messages are about attendance and mention your student, it was sent to you by Eppler Admin-
istration. 
 
Together, we know that strong attendance leads to stronger learning. When schools and families partner to make daily 
attendance a priority, students are better prepared to succeed—both in the classroom and beyond. 



Eppler Athletic Event Policy 

 

Eppler & Utica Athletics 

UHS Athletic Event Policy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
1. ALL students MUST present a school ID for entrance to the game and will ONLY be ad-

mitted with adult supervision. 
 

2. The accompanying adult MUST attend the event with the student and MAY NOT leave 
the student unsupervised. 

  
3. Between the end of the school day and the start of the event, any student attend-

ing MUST either wait outside the school or in the main lobby ONLY. 
 
      4.   Students on the current Low Citizenship List MAY NOT attend any after school events. 



7th / 8th Grade Football 
 

 



7th/8th Grade Volleyball 

 

  



Eppler Clubs & Organizations 

Homework Club 
 

 



STATIC 
 

  

09/24/26 

10/22/26 

11/19/26 

12/17/26 

01/26/27 

02/09/27 

03/16/27 

04/27/27 

05/25/27 

Student Council 
 

  

 Student Council Meeting Dates (subject to change) 

 Meetings will be held in the Media Center at 7:00 am  

 Bring your StuCo folder, pen/pencil. 

 Meetings are MANDATORY.  If you can not attend, let Mrs. 

Raupp or Ms. Grammatico know you will be absent PRIOR to the 

meeting. 
Wednesday, 9/30/2026 

Wednesday, 11/4/2026 

Wednesday, 12/2/2026 

Wednesday, 1/6/2027 

Wednesday, 2/3/2027 

Wednesday, 3/3/2027 

Wednesday, 4/7/2027 

Wednesday, 5/5/2027 



NJHS 

 

Wednesday, 10/14/2026    Wednesday 02/10/2027 

Wednesday, 11/11/2026  Wednesday 03/17/2027 

Wednesday 12/09/2026  Wednesday 04/14/2027 

MANDATORY MEETINGS: Meetings are held in the Media Center from 2:50—3:25 pm 
(may end earlier). Please make sure you have a ride or plan to get home. If you are un-
able to attend, please let Mr. Hornibrook in Room 132 know prior to the meeting.  

EPIC 

The following is a list of dates and times fo the Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) meetings throughout the 
school year.  All parents are invited and welcome to attend.  All meetings will be held in the Media Center from 9:00—
10:00 am.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Tuesday, 09/22/2026                    Wednesday,  02/24/2027 

Tuesday, 10/20/2026                    Tuesday,  03/23/2027 

Wednesday, 11/18/2026              Thursday, 04/22/2027 

Thursday, 12/17/2026                   Tuesday, 05/18/2027 

Wednesday, 01/20/2027 

 



First Lego League 

 



District News 

We Need You! 

 

Visiting a UCS School 

 

We are asking for your support to help keep our students safe. 

· All visitors to the classroom areas of our school are now being asked to swipe their driver’s license or government 

issued ID before entering the main part of our building. This swipe will quickly provide an updated check against na-

tional sex offender registries. This process is for anyone who is going past our school office for any reason. 

· If you are planning to volunteer in our classrooms or work directly with a student, you will need to have a volunteer 

background form on file. The form is located at this link. The background check involves multiple state and federal law 

enforcement data bases. 

- apps.raptortech.com/Apply/OTQ4Mjplbi1VUw==  

We greatly appreciate the involvement of our families and the difference you make at Eppler Junior High. Thank you 

for your partnership with this extra step that will improve safety in our school. 

https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/OTQ4Mjplbi1VUw==


Education Benefits Form 
 

  
 Meals are free for the 2026-27 school year.  Did you know that filling out the Education Benefits form 

may help reduce fees for pay-to-play sports, lower internal costs, reduced AP/college application 

fees and more.  The Educational Benefits form can be found here.   

AP  Exam Registration 
 

  

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1785157823/uticak12org/snr4b22iww25cvzbdvra/2026-27EBFLunchForms1.pdf


AP Exam Registration (cont.) 
 

  

https://aptsusa.com/utica/ 

https://aptsusa.com/utica/
https://aptsusa.com/utica/
https://aptsusa.com/utica/


Family Wellness Fair 
 

  



Legacy Awards 
 

  



MISD NEWS 

   
  

Upcoming information to follow. 
 



CARE / Care Solace / Wellness 

CARE 

  
 
 



UCS Wellness 

  
Utica Community Schools works to support the physical, mental and social-emotional development of all students.  Our wellness pages contain a variety of 
resources for students, teachers, staff, parents and community members. Check out the UCS Virtual Calming Room, Wellness Podcast and Monday Moments, 
and more at:       www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness 

 

  

  
 

Care Solace 
 
If you or a family member are looking for help with mental health or substance use, Care Solace can help you quickly find treatment options 
matched to your needs regardless of the circumstance. Care Solace is a complimentary and confidential service provided to students, staff, 
and their families by Utica Community Schools. 
  
The Care Solace team is available 24/7/365 and can support you in any language. 
 
If you would like to use Care Solace to help you find a provider: 

• Call 888-515-0595 (available 24/7/365) 

• Search on your own OR click “Book Appointment” for assistance by video chat, email, or phone via caresolace.com/Utica. 
 
Disclaimer: 
Information on individual treatment providers was gathered by Care Solace based on criteria such as geographic proximity, whether the pro-
vider accepts the authorized user’s insurance, and whether the provider is accepting new patients. The school district does not recommend, 
endorse, promote, or refer to any of the individual treatment providers. 
 

http://www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness


FREE Online Tutoring 
  

Do you need one-on-one 

 help with your homework? 
  

To access the free tutoring: 

• On your ClassLink dashboard, select Virtual Library Card - Tutor.com (the orange 

icon with the letter "t" on it). 

o You will need your PowerSchool number to log in.  You can email your coun-

selor to ask for your PowerSchool number (Marla.Ostrom@UticaK12.org or 

Autumn.Blanchard@UticaK12.org).  To log in: 

• Barcode:  ucs########## (ucs followed by PowerSchool number) 

• Your password is your 2-digit birth month and 2-digit 

birth day (example 0408 for April 8) 

o Choose GET A TUTOR NOW.  If you want a short tutorial on how the site 

works, you can select Take the tour. 

o You can use the chat feature to ask specific questions or even take a picture 

of your assignment for your tutor to see. 
 

Virtual Library Card / Tutor.Com 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

   

    
 
• All UCS families are asked to complete the Education Benefits form Here - enter "Utica Community Schools" and 

follow the prompts. These forms help maintain our Title 1 funding as well as other essential funding for our 
schools. It can also help reduce fees for pay-to-play sports, lower internet costs, reduced AP/college application 
fees and more! 

 

More information regarding your student’s cafeteria account can be  
found by clicking HERE. 

 
 

UCS Food Service 

UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Menus can still be found online at https://uticak12.nutrislice.com 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/75
https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/

