
Welcome back, Wildcats!

THE WRIGHT CITY CONNECTION

LEAVE THIS RED SPACE BLANK FOR 
POSTAL ADDRESS AND PERMIT

Volume 37 | Issue 1 | September 2026 | Wright City, Missouri

A New Year of Teamwork and Partner-

ship from Superintendent Dr. Amy Salvo
	 Dear Wright City R-II School District 
Families, Staff and Community Members,
	 Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year! 
Every year at Wright City we are continuing to 
improve in multiple outlets of our district. 
	 “[Our top priorities for the district this 
year] are academics, climate and culture, reten-
tion of staff, and safety.” Superintendent Dr. Amy 
Salvo said.
	 This year, Salvo is building on our #To-
getherWeCan mindset by emphasizing the power 
of teamwork and reminding us that when we 
work together, every member of #TeamWC plays 
an important role in our collective success.
	 “[Team WC] is recognizing that we all 
have a role to play, and if we keep the students at 
the center of everything we do, we will come out 
ahead and be much stronger. When we all work 
together, it’s stronger than anything we could 
create alone,” Salvo said.
	 #TeamWC is not only a mission to unite 
staff and partners of the district, but it involves 
the community alike.
	 “We all want the same thing which is ev-
ery student reaching their full potential, and we 
need [the community’s] support to do that, we’re 
on the same team.” Salvo said.
	 The district encourages everyone in the 
community to be involved, and the best way to 
do so is communication.
	 “We can’t fix what we don’t know, so 
please collaborate and partner with us. We’re 
going to have a fantastic school year,” Salvo said.
	 Not only will collaboration with the 
schools benefit the district as a whole, but also 
the community itself.
	 “We’re stronger when schools, families, 
staff, and the community all come together as 
one team because we can create something much 
stronger than any of us could create alone,” Salvo 
said.
	 Taking the forefront of this initiative, the 
district acknowledges the standpoint is already 
holds in the community.
	 “Schools are the hub and heart of a com-
munity. Truly, they’re the heartbeat of a commu-
nity and the schools have a way of connecting all 
of the pieces together. We’re stronger when we’re 
all together.” Salvo said.
	 Everyone in the community, no matter 
the previous connection to the district or a new 

member of our community, there is a place for 
you.
	 Salvo encourages members of the com-
munity to get involved.
	 “Come join the events and watch our 
amazing students. We share a lot on our social 
media platforms, and we want to welcome the 
community at everything. They are a part of our 
community and a part of who we are as Wright 
City,” Salvo said.
	 Wright City is a community that flourish-
es due to the relationships it has within.
	 “Wright City has so much to be proud of 
and we appreciate all of our community partners. 
We want to continue building upon that.”
	 Salvo encourages everyone in the com-
munity to take the first step in partnering with 
the district.
	 “The truth is, we are all on the same 
team. Just like any great team, success requires 
everyone to be willing to step up, carry the ball, 
make the assist, and do whatever it takes to move 
us forward,” Salvo said. “Evey parent, student, 
educator, staff member, and caring person in a 
student’s life has an important role to play and 
every role matters.”
	 Looking with the larger picture in mind, 
Salvo leaves us with inspiration for the year to 
come.
	 “We have an amazing community. It’s un-
like any other,” Salvo said. “Let’s show others what 
it means to be true partners. Let Wright City be 

the model for others across the state and nation.”
	 Salvo leaves us with one last message of 
encouragement.
	 “As we begin another school year, let’s 
keep showing up for one another, celebrating our 
successes, supporting our students, and remem-
bering when we work together, there is no limit 
to what #TeamWC can accomplish.”



	 One of the things I have learned quickly 
about Wright City is that this community stays 
with its people, and its people stay with Wright 
City.
	 Recently, I had the priviledge of walking 
members of the Class of 1966 around our new 
high school. Think about that for a moment. 
Sixty years after they walked the halls as Wright 
City students, they came back together to see 
what their school has become. I even had the 
opportunity to meet Mr. Rex Barnes, their princi-
pal at the time! As the current principal of Wright 
City High School, getting to shake his hand, visit 
with him, and hear some of the stories from that 
time was a pretty special experience.
	 It was also a great reminder that a school 
is so much more than a building.
	 Our current students are part of some-
thing that started long before any of us arrived 
and will continue long after we are gone. Gener-
ations of families here, supported our teams and 
activites, and continued to show up for our kids. 
I see that same pride throughout our community 
today. Whether it is a packed stadium, people 
supporting a fundraiser, alumni coming back to 
an event, or someone simply asking how our kids 
are doing. Wright City cares about Wright City.
	 Someday, the students walking our halls 
right now will be the alumni coming back to 
visit. My hope is that when they do, they will 
remember more than classes and grades. I hope 
they remember the people, the relationships, the 
Friday nights, the laughter, and what it felt like to 
be a Wildcat.
	 The building may change. The faces cer-
tainly will. But there is something about Wright 
City that stays with you.
	 And I think that is pretty awesome.

Our mission: Champion the Success of each Student.

Have a piece of Wildcat history to share? 
I’d love to hear it. Email me at
jason.theodorakos@wrightcity.k12.mo.us. Help us 
continue telling the story of WCHS!

Wright City High School Principal, Dr. Jason Theo-
dorakos with 1966 Wright City High School Princi-
pal, Mr. Rex Barnes.

	 Let’s Go!
	 Theo
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The Wildcat Den

	 For the 2026-2027 school year, the 
Wright City Connection is highlighting one 
wildcat that stands out amongst the rest. This 
year, Wright City High School appointed a new 
assistant principal, Dr. Scott Haxton.
	 “What I did before [in my previous 
positions], wheher it was teaching or coaching, 
transfered skills that I use [in my current role],” 

Haxton said. “listening and understanding peo-
ple’s problems, so I can meet them where they 
are, propose solutions.”
	 Haxton’s role includes various responsi-
bilities for the district, but he wants everyone to 
know humanity comes first.
	 “I want you to know that I authentically 
care about each and every one of you, as if you 
were my own children. Even when you make 
mistakes in the same way that when my own 
children make mistakes, I want to be there for 
each and every one of you to help you through 
those choices,” Haxton said.
	 As Haxton gets comfortable in his role, 
he has determined top priorities for the high 
school this year.
	 “[My top priorities are] building 
relationships with families, getting to know 
people, and getting to know the culture and 
the history that makes Wright City unique,” 
Haxton said. “I want to be there for people 
when they need me.”
	 Prior to his role at Wright City High 
School, Haxton spent many years in educa-
tion, learning himself, as well as teaching in 
other districts.
	 “I have four degrees. I have a doctorate 
in educational leadership, a master’s in educa-
tional leadership, a master’s in chemistry, and 

a bachelor’s in chemistry,” Haxton said. “I love 
education so much.”
	 Haxton encourages all students at Wright 
City with one final message.
	 “Make the best of your time. This is pre-
cious time that sets you up for your future. Enjoy 
every day,” Haxton said. “Things that seem big 
in a moment are small in the grand scheme of 
things. Enjoy it. It will fly by.”

	

Letter from the Adviser
Dear Wildcat Family,
	
	 Welcome to a brand new school year and the first issue of the Wright City Con-
nection for the 26-27 school year! I’m so excited to share this newspaper with you and I 
can’t wait for you to see all the amazing things happening across our district this year.
	 The Wright City Connection is more than just ink on paper. It’s your stories, your 
opinions, your achievements, and your school community. It’s written by students, for 
students, about the people and places that make the Wright City R-II School District 
such a special place.
	 This newspaper is also for our entire community! We want to keep parents, fam-
ilies, alumni, local businesses, and all of our neighbors connected to the incredible 
things happening in our schools. Our students, staff, and community are all part of the 
Wildcat family, and we’re proud to share that with you.
	 This is my first year as the new adviser for the Wright City Connection, and I 
couldn’t be more honored to serve this amazing district. I’m looking forward to an in-
credible year of telling great stories, highlighting our students and staff, and celebrating 
all the ways we are One District. One Family. One Wildcat Nation.
	 Thank you for picking up a copy, reading, and supporting our students. Your en-
couragement means the world to us!
	 Here’s to a year filled with new memories, big opportunities, and Wildcat pride. 
Let’s make it the best one yet!	

Go Wildcats!
Ms. Amber Christeson
Wright City Connection Adviser
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