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Wright City Celebrates Stadium
Gift from American Foods Group

By Grant Lehmen, Editor-in-Chief

Superintendent Dr. Amy Salvo stands with members of the Wright City R-l1l Board of Education and representatives from American Foods Group during ‘
the ribbon-cutting ceremony at halftime on the Wright City football field. The event celebrated AFG’s $2 million pledge toward the construction of

America’s Heartland Stadium.

It was more than just a typical Friday
night in Wright City. As the stadium lights shone
down on the field, fans packed the stands not just
for football, but to witness a defining moment
for the Wright City R-II School District and its
future.

During a special ceremony, the district
publicly recognized American Foods Group for
a transformational $2 million pledge to support
the construction of America's Heartland Stadium.
The new stadium, which will serve as a home for
school athletics, performances and community
events, represents a major investment in both
students and the broader Wright City community.

“It 1s truly surreal to stand here tonight
with our Board of Education and recognize
a community partner that not only values the
success of our students, but also understands the
importance of one of the greatest gathering plac-
es in our hometown, our school,” said Dr. Amy
Salvo, superintendent of Wright City R-1I School
District. “This gift is more than dollars and cents,

1t is an investment in our kids, our families and
our community’s future.”

The event included a warm welcome for
several representatives from American Foods
Group who traveled from across the country to
attend the celebration. Among the guests were
Scott and Maria Willert, President of American
Foods Group Supply Chain, from Green Bay,
Wisconsin; Ken and Jennifer Allred, Executive
Vice President of Engineering, from Omaha,
Nebraska; and John and Adriana Kelly, Vice
President of Americas Heartland Packing, locat-
ed here in Warren County, Missouri. Dozens of
Heartland Packing employees were also present
in the stands and were recognized by the district
for their role in the company’s growing relation-
ship with the community.

As part of the evening’s festivities, a
ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on the field to
mark the beginning of a new chapter for Wright
City. Dr. Salvo had the honor of cutting the
ribbon, signaling the formal start of the stadium

project made possible in part by American Foods
Group’s generosity. In a touching moment, the
district presented the company with a retired
Wright City football helmet, a symbolic gesture
of gratitude and shared pride.

“Please join me in showing our heart-
felt appreciation to American Foods Group for
believing in Wright City,” said Salvo, addressing
the crowd, “and for helping us create a stadium
that will stand as a symbol of pride for our stu-
dents and our community for years to come.”

The stadium is envisioned as more than
just a place to play sports. It will be a venue
where students perform under the lights, a gath-
ering place for communities, and a place where
memories are made for years to come. With the
support of American Foods Group, Wright City
is not just building a facility. It is building oppor-
tunity, unity and pride that will last for genera-
tions.

StuCo Scores with

Wright City High School’s Student
Council combined school spirit with community
service during two home football games this sea-
son, holding a food drive to support the Wright
City Food Pantry.

The food drive took place on August
29 and September 12, with fans encouraged to
bring nonperishable food items as they came to
cheer on the Wildcats.

Both events were a success, with collec-
tion bins filling up quickly before kickoff and at
halftime.

“We were so proud of the turnout,” said

Food Drive at Home Football Games

By Quinn Schnarre, Sports Editor
Whitney Schuenemeyer, Student Council spon-
sor. “It’s important that we show our support for
the community, especially during events where
the town comes together. Giving back while
cheering on the Wildcats is a perfect combina-
tion of school pride and compassion.”

Student Council members organized the
collection, greeted fans at the gates, and helped
pack up donations to deliver to the Wright City
Food Pantry following each game. The dona-
tions will help provide essential items to local

families in need.

The initiative not only supported a
worthy cause but also brought students, families
and community members together with a shared
goal: to help others while showing school spirit.
With strong participation at both games, the Stu-
dent Council is already looking ahead to future
service events.

“It’s about more than just helping for one
night,” Schuenemeyer said. “It’s about creat-
ing a culture of kindness and leadership at our
school.”




Wright City Parents as Teachers Program
Supports Families From the Start

Wright City’s Parents as Teachers pro-
gram is helping families build strong foundations
for lifelong learning by starting at birth.

The free program, offered to all families in the
district with children from prenatal to age 5,
promotes early development, learning and health
by actively supporting and engaging parents and
caregivers.

The program's mission is to partner
with families during the most critical years of a
child’s development.

“We believe parents are their child’s first
and best teacher, and we’re here to nurture and
support families in the Wright City School Dis-
trict,” said Kamie Williams, Parents as Teachers
director and educator.

The program offers personalized home
visits, where trained parent educators provide
guidance tailored to each child's developmental
stage. During these visits, parents receive in-
formation and activity ideas that support their
child’s growth and school readiness.

“Parents as Teachers is a strong advocate
of early literacy because it builds a foundation of
lifelong learning and a love of books,” Williams
said.

In addition to home visits, Parents as
Teachers offers Group Connections, which are
one-hour activity-based sessions that are both
fun and informative. The program also hosts
monthly center-based playgroups, giving chil-
dren opportunities to learn through play while
offering parents a chance to connect with others.

“Playgroups and Group Connections
open the door for families to network with other
families. Children get the opportunity to interact
with peers, work on social-emotional skills and
pretend play,” Williams said.

Screenings are another vital component
of the program. Children are evaluated in areas

By Claire Williams, Editor-in-Chief

PARENTS

WRIGHT CITY R-Il SCHOOL DISTRICT

such as language, personal-social skills, intellec-
tual and motor development, as well as hearing
and vision. These early screenings help identify
any potential issues that may affect learning later
on.

The goal of Parents as Teachers is to
reach every family in the district. By offering

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROLL,

FAMILIES CAN CONTACT KAMIE WILLIAMS AT
KAMIE.WILLIAMS@WRIGHTCITY.K12.MO.US OR

CALL 636-745-7400.

services that begin prenatally, the program helps
ensure children are better prepared when they
enter kindergarten.

For more information or to enroll, contact
Kamie Williams at kamie.williams@wrightcity.
k12.mo.us or call 636-745-7400 ext. 12116.

WCHS HOSA Hosts Successful Blood Drive

Wright City High School students
stepped up in a big way during their recent
American Red Cross blood drive hosted by
Future Health Professionals (HOSA), with 24
appointments scheduled and 18 units of blood
successfully collected.

The event was organized and led by the
school’s chapter of HOSA, a national student
organization that empowers students to pursue
careers in healthcare. The drive was a collabora-
tive effort led by HOSA President Karsten Uhl
and Vice President Olivia Wilson, who, along
with other student volunteers, ensured the event
ran smoothly from start to finish.

“HOSA is about more than just future
careers,” said Wilson. “It’s about making a dif-
ference in our community right now.”

Some students donated blood for the first
time during the event, marking a major personal
milestone. One of them was Matthew Johnston, a
Wright City High School junior.

“Donating my blood was very
nerve-wracking; I’ve never donated before, so
it was a new experience,” Johnston said. “For-
tunately, I can donate, so I did just that—not for
myself, but to help others.”

By Carter Rodriguez, Staff Writer

The drive
highlighted the P
mission of HOSA, Red Cross

which was founded
to provide a stepping
stone for high school
students entering the
medical field. With
growing interest in
healthcare careers na-
tionwide, HOSA con-
tinues to offer students
early exposure to the
values and responsi-
bilities of becoming
medical professionals.
Thanks to the
dedication of Wright
City High School’s
HOSA members, 18
units of blood will go | 2
on to help patients in
need, further demon-
strating that even
students can make a
life-saving impact.

BLOOD!

Where?: Wil Heiliger Building
Why?: Help us save lives by donating blood for

Schedule now!

those in need!
(]

redcrossblood.org

search: WrightCityHS




Wildcats Celebrate 2005 Football Team

Wright City High School took time
during its 2025 Homecoming celebration to hon-
or a defining moment in the school’s athletic his-
tory. On Thursday, Sept. 18, at the Homecoming
football game at America's Heartland Stadium,
the school recognized the members of the 2005
District Championship football team.

The 2005 Wildcats made history two
decades ago by bringing home the district title, a
season remembered for its determination, unity
and impact on the Wright City football program.
Their championship run remains a point of pride
for the community and a milestone in the growth
of Wildcat athletics.

The returning seniors from the 2005 team
were welcomed back to midfield during a special
ceremony. The crowd celebrated the legacy of a
team that helped set a new standard for success.
The recognition was part of Wright City’s broad-
er Homecoming festivities, which included a
week of themed events, a parade, a pep assembly,
and the crowning of the 2025 Homecoming King
and Queen at the dance the following night. Hon-
oring the 2005 team served as a reminder of the
tradition and dedication that continue to shape
the school’s athletic programs.

By spotlighting the 2005 District Cham-
pions, Wright City not only paid tribute to past
accomplishments but also connected today’s

By Addie Ward, News Editor

Past and present Wildcats gather at midfield at Americas Heartland Stadium on Thursday, Sept. 18,

ap

as Wright City High School honors the 2005 District Championship football team during Homecom-
ing. The ceremony celebrated the legacy of the program and its continued growth.

players with the foundation built by those who
came before them.

The school extended its appreciation to
the 2005 team for their lasting contribution to

Wildcat history. Their presence at this year’s
Homecoming highlighted the spirit of commu-
nity and continuity that defines Wright City R-II
School District.

Care to Learn Supports Wright City Students

As the school year begins, the Wright
City R-II School District is continuing its work
to support students through its Care to Learn
chapter, which provides immediate assistance in
the areas of health, hunger and hygiene.

Since its launch in August 2016, the
chapter has received over $105,000 in grant
funding and provided more than $125,000 in
direct support to students and families. Funds
have helped cover essentials such as clothing,
eyeglasses, hygiene products, groceries, tempo-
rary housing, bedding, and even lice treatments.
Care to Learn also pays down lunch account bal-
ances, offers Christmas meal vouchers and helps
provide items like locks, blankets and classroom
snacks.

All funding comes from local fundrais-
ing efforts, including staff payroll deductions,
hygiene drives, special events and annual cam-
paigns like Give STL Day.

By Claire Williams, Editor-in-Chief

Care to Learn ensures students’ basic
needs are met quickly so they can stay focused in
class. The district encourages continued partic-
ipation and support throughout the year to help
every student succeed.

For more information, staff and commu-
nity members are encouraged to stay involved as
new opportunities to support the program arise.

\",

caretolearn
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Wright City R-I1I

Facebook
Page

Stay connected with the Wright City R-1l School
District on Facebook!

Join our community online to celebrate
student achievements, share important
reminders, and stay informed. Like us at
facebook.com/WrightCityr2 to stay in the
loop!
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WCHS Celebrates 2025 Homecoming
with “Greatest Show on Earth” Theme

By Riley Rapa and Tiana Sims, Staff Writers

Wright City High School students, staff
and community members came together the
week of Sept. 16 to celebrate Homecoming 2025
under this year’s lively theme: “The Greatest
Show on Earth.”

The week was filled with spirited dress-
up days, community events, and competitions,
culminating in a festive homecoming dance.
Organized by the Wright City High School Stu-
dent Council, the week-long celebration aimed to
bring fun, unity and school pride to students of
all grades.

“This year’s theme allowed everyone to
get creative and really go all out,” said Student
Council sponsor Whitney Schuenemeyer. “We
wanted to bring a little magic and excitement
to the school, and I think we definitely accom-
plished that.”

Spirit Week Sparks Competition

Throughout the week, students partici-
pated in various activities to earn points for their
grade-level classes, including themed dress-up
days, spare change wars, float decorating, and
assembly games.

The junior class came out on top, earning
the most spirit points and being named Spirit
Week Champions.

“We were determined to win this year,”
said junior class president Olivia Wilson. “Our
class really came together—from decorating our
float to dressing up every day—and we had so
much fun doing it. The competition was fierce,
but it made the win that much sweeter.”

One of the key events of the week was
the Change Wars, a friendly competition between

classes to raise funds. All proceeds were donated
to support the John Aber Memorial Tree, honor-
ing a beloved Wright City R-II School District
staff member and reinforcing the week’s empha-
sis on giving back.

Parade and Assembly Highlight Unity

On Thursday, Sept. 18, the school hosted
its traditional Homecoming Parade, featuring
colorful floats, marching bands, sports teams and
local organizations. This year’s parade had two
grand marshals: Wright City R-1I Superintendent
Dr. Amy Salvo and Wright City Mayor Michelle
Heiliger.

The decision to include both leaders as
grand marshals reflected the district’s guiding
principle, “Together We Can,” emphasizing col-
laboration between the school and community.

“We wanted to show that unity goes
beyond just our school. It’s something that con-
nects us all in Wright City,” said Schuenemeyer.
“Having both Dr. Salvo and Mayor Heiliger in
the parade was a perfect symbol of that.”

Before the parade, students gathered
for the Homecoming Assembly, which featured
high-energy games, class competitions, and a
special performance by the Wright City dance
team, joined by senior football players as sur-
prise guest performers.

Dance Closes the Week “Greatest Show on
Earth”

The festivities concluded with the Home-
coming Dance on Friday, Sept. 19, held in the
high school cafetorium, which was transformed
into a circus-inspired scene, “Greatest Show on

Scan the QR Code or Visit
https://wrightcity.schoolspring.com

Earth.”

Student Council members decorated the
space with bold colors, lights and themed décor.
The night included music, games, and a photo
booth for students to enjoy.

Seniors Quincy Rice and Jenna Fenwick
were crowned Homecoming King and Queen,
receiving cheers and applause from their class-
mates.

“The dance was the perfect ending to an
unforgettable week,” Schuenemeyer said. “We
couldn’t have pulled it off without our amazing
Student Council members and the support of
staff and students.”

Wilson agreed, adding that the experience
brought the student body closer together.
“Homecoming isn’t just about school pride,
it’s about making memories,” she said. “And I
think this year, we created memories we’ll never
forget.”

FIND DISTRICT
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FBLA at Wright City High School Sets
Big Goals for 2025 with a Strong Start

With more than 50 students
in attendance, Wright City High
School’s chapter of Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America (FBLA)
launched its 2025 season with energy,
ambition and a clear commitment to
service, education and progress.

The first meeting, held on
Sept. 5, marked not only the begin-
ning of a new year for the largest Ca-
reer and Technical Student Organiza-

tion (CTSO) on campus but also the
debut of a dynamic new officer team.
Led by President Trinity DeWitt, the
team introduced their goals for the
year and inspired new and returning
members to engage in leadership,

community service and professional
development opportunities.

“It was amazing to see so
many people show up to our first
meeting,” said DeWitt. “FBLA has
always been a space where students
grow, lead and give back. We’re
ready to continue building that lega-

2

cy.

Leadership With Purpose

The newly installed officer team rep-
resents a diverse group of motivated student
leaders committed to expanding FBLA’s impact
both in and beyond the school. The 2025 officer
lineup includes President Trinity DeWitt; Vice
Presidents of Membership Hailey Billham and
Janya Davis; Vice President of FBLA Relations
Garrett Lehmen; Vice President of Communica-
tions Matthew Johnston; Secretary Morgan Nute;
Treasurer Maura Juden; Historian Daisy Hunter
Valencia; and Parliamentarian Aiden Taylor.

They are guided by returning student ad-
visers and former executive team members Grant
Lehmen and Claire Williams, both of whom
bring a deep understanding of FBLA’s mission
and structure.

“Our officer team is full of passionate
people,” said Vice President of Membership Jan-
ya Davis. “Each of us brings something different
to the table. That’s what makes us strong.”

A Legacy of Involvement and Growth

FBLA at WCHS has established itself as
a force for good within the school and local com-
munity. With more than 110 members last year,
the chapter became the largest CTSO on cam-
pus, participating in numerous events, volunteer
opportunities and leadership conferences.

One of the most notable achievements
was the chapter’s participation in the 2024 Na-
tional Leadership Conference (NLC) in Ana-
heim, California. Members competed in busi-
ness-related events and attended workshops with
students from across the country.

“That experience was life-changing,”
said Vice President of Communications Matthew
Johnston. “It showed us what FBLA can do, not
just at a local level but nationally. We’re aiming
to get even more members involved this year so
they can experience it too.”

The goal for 2025 is to surpass last year’s

By Brenna Plunkett, News Editor

Missouri

Wright City High School

membership numbers and deepen involvement
through year-round events, competitions and
community outreach.

Service, Education and Progress

As a national student organization, FBLA
focuses on three core values: service, education
and progress. The WCHS chapter lives out these
values by organizing volunteer projects, hosting
professional development events and creating
opportunities for students to grow their leader-
ship and career-readiness skills.

“Our goal is to be present and helpful
wherever we’re needed. That might be at school
events, in the community or helping other stu-
dent organizations,” said Vice President of FBLA
Relations Garrett Lehmen. “We want people to
see FBLA and know we’re here to serve.”

From tutoring peers to assisting with
local charity events, FBLA members are commit-
ted to making a positive impact. The group also
plans to continue partnering with local business-
es and civic leaders to give students a hands-on
understanding of how leadership and service
work in real-world settings.

Parliamentarian Aiden Taylor noted that
planning and structure are key to the group’s
continued success. “We use our meetings not
just to update members but to teach professional
skills, encourage teamwork and make sure we’re
always aligned with our mission,” he said.

Building a Future in Business and Beyond
With their sights set on recruiting even
more students, the officer team is focused on
making FBLA approachable and inclusive for
all WCHS students. Whether or not they plan to
pursue a career in business, the skills they learn
can benefit them in any future path.
“FBLA isn’t just for future business majors,”
said Vice President of Membership Hailey Bill-
ham. “It’s for anyone who wants to grow as a

leader, serve their community and
gain confidence in their abilities.”

The group is also promoting early
involvement by encouraging un-
derclassmen to join and stay active
throughout their high school ca-
reers. The benefits include not just
networking and leadership expe-
rience, but also access to scholar-
ships, competitive events and state
and national conferences.

Historian Daisy Hunter Valencia
emphasized the importance of doc-
umenting the chapter’s accomplish-
ments and growth. “It’s exciting to
look back at where we started and
see how far we’ve come. [ want fu-
ture members to be able to see that
and feel proud to be part of it,” she
said.

Treasurer Maura Juden added that
responsible budgeting and fundrais-
ing are also critical to the chapter’s
success. “We’re working hard to
make sure we can afford trips and
events for everyone who wants
to be involved. Financial support
makes these experiences possible.”

Looking Ahead

With momentum from a strong opening
meeting and a dedicated officer team, the Wright
City High School FBLA chapter is poised for
another successful year. The group plans to host
workshops, participate in regional and state com-
petitions and continue serving wherever they are
needed.

“FBLA is more than a club. It’s a com-
munity,” said Secretary Morgan Nute. “We’re
learning how to lead, how to help and how to
make a difference. That’s something we’ll carry
with us long after graduation.”

As the 2025 school year unfolds, the mes-
sage from FBLA is clear. Wright City’s future
business leaders are already hard at work, and
they’re just getting started.
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