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| Welcome to Unit 3: Growing Our Math Minds!
Digar First Grade Familieg,

In Kindergarten, yaur child leamed haw numbers up to 5 can be combined and
decamposed In Unil 3, we are laking an exciting nest slep: extending those
part-part-whole relatianships all the way up to 100

Instead of relying an memorization drille or Nasheards, our class focuses an
desp conceptual understanding. visual reagoning, and flexible siralegies.
By investigating haw nurmbers relate o one another, students bulld the
autamaticity nesdad for lileleng math swccess.

| 3 Big ldeas We Are Explaring

1. Part-Part-Whole Relationships

Mumibars aren't jus! isalated dgils—they are composed af pans! Far axample,
10 canbe made of 7+ 3, 5+ 5, or £+ 2. Recognizing these parts helps
children add and sublract with ease.
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Flgure 1; Parl-Pan-Whola Modsl (10 I8 decompossd nba 7 and 3)
2. Rethinking the Equal Symbol (=)
Children oftan think = means "ihe angwar comas nex.” In 121 Grade, wa lgach
ihal = acls like a balance scabe—it means Thas e zams vake ag?
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Figure #: Balanos Scale Concept {8 & 1 has the same value as 4 4+ 3)

3. Why We Avoid Timed Tests & Flashcards

Research shows limed 18s1e often inducs math anxaty without bulding true
nurnarical Muency. Instead, we loster Nexibilily and confidence through
interactive games, visual moedels, and rich discussian.

| Selving Story Problems Without “"Key Words"

Iri traditional math, ehidren were aflen taught 1o seareh lor "hey words™ like
i1 a0 |add) o hewer (Sulbbracth. Haowewes, relying on kay woeds can miglead
students!

Consider this example:

Grace 1 Math Newsleiber = Uimit 2 Addbion & Subtrschon Facis Wiinn 10

| Fluency Strategies We Usa
Wa practice thesa key mantal sirategies fo bulld
sutomalicity within 10:
Doubles Combinations
Llging frgare of visual patterns o dauble numbers o 10
| 143r 8 = d+dwi

Mear Doubles
Use & known doubile, than add 1/

| 344 - PaTpslnT

5-Plus Facls
Using 5 as an anchor on ten-frames:

Ton-Frame ahowiig S+ 2= 7

& Partners of 10
Finding the missing part fo reach 10:
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| Math Vocabulary

?x‘"- How parls maka & whole

Equation j_a::lfmant showing equal valuas ( 5 +
Eqjual |=) Maans s the same vale 857
g:a:-ahu Combining s fRking away,

| ¢ Learning Targeis
By tha end of Uni 3, sludents can say;
= *| can solve sddilion’sublraction slories ta 10.°
* *| can wrile agualions using +, - and =
* *| can show that = means iz he same 42,
= *| can justity my wark wilh ten-frames and drasings.”

| ¥ Math Storytime Read-Alouds
Cannect rmading and math with thess wanderiul picture baoks:

Splash!
oy Ann Jonas « Cound who jumps in and aut af the pand!

Elevator Magie
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