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On a 9/11 night when America was honoring first responders
everywhere, Crockett County football coach Kevin Ward was
saluting his team’s response to last week’s defeat.

The Cavalier gridders rebounded from their 33-21 loss to
Lexington by hammering Dyer County 40-7 in Newbern Friday
night, and Ward said they responded in the most appropriate
way.

“Our guys played with a bit of a chip on their shoulder tonight,”
he said. “They were determined to show everyone that last
week’s game was not representative of Crockett County
football. We’ve been telling them that if they determined to give
their best effort on every play – which we didn’t do last week –
this is the kind of result they will see. They gave us the response
we wanted. Every play wasn’t perfect, but I’d say we were
efficient on about 95% of them, especially defensively. I’m
really, really proud of the way we played.”

The conditions weren’t ideal for efficient play, which makes
Crockett’s effort even more impressive. The entire first half was
played in a steady rain, and the ball slipped loose five times
between the two teams, although neither lost possession on
any of them. But Crockett defenders picked off two Choctaw
passes, and one – featuring a 44-yard return for a touchdown
by Mason Dennis – was the real backbreaker in the contest for
the hosts.

Ward and offensive coordinator David Barker made the
necessary adjustments to the conditions offensively, giving
considerably more carries to senior quarterback Ben Burgess
than to traditional workhorse DK Woods. Burgess responded by
rushing for 71 yards on 17 keepers and racking up three
touchdowns, and also threw a 26-yard scoring pass to Kris
Phillips.

Once the game got lopsided after Crockett’s interceptions,
Woods was utilized even less as a primary runner, giving him
some rest before the Cavs face their future Region 7
opponents. The win over the Choctaws evened the Region
record at 1-1 and improved the visitors to 3-1 for the season,
with another road matchup at Hardin County looming next
week.

Crockett opened the duel with Dyer County by stopping the
Choctaws on their opening possession, utilizing a pair of
consecutive sacks on quarterback Landen White. The first
was a 10-yard loss administered by Jacob Howard and the
second – courtesy of the tag team of Carson Bridger and
Dontavious Forrest – backed White up five more.

The Cavs’ Squirt Pickens returned Bennett Black’s ensuing
punt 17 yards to the Crockett 27, and on the fourth play
from scrimmage, Burgess hit streaking wide receiver Titus
Luten down the right sideline for a 58-yard gain to the
Choctaw one. Burgess lunged into the end zone himself on
the next snap, and Crockett had a 6-0 lead with 4:58 left in
the opening frame.

The teams then traded punts before Cav defensive back
Dennis stepped in front of an improvised pass by White,
sidestepped a couple of tacklers, and then zipped his way
down the left sideline for a 44-yard score. Noah Mayfield’s
kick made it 13-0 at the 6:32 mark of the second quarter.

Less than two minutes later, Phillips picked off another
White throw at the Choctaw 37 and brought it back 13
yards. Following a Cav penalty, he then caught a pass from
his own quarterback Burgess for a 26-yard touchdown just
beyond the left inside corner pylon. Mayfield made it 20-0
with 3:29 to go before the half.

When Crockett held again – getting the ball back at its own
33 with 1:19 remaining – Pickens broke open a 29-yard run
and then was hit by a Choctaw well after he had gone out of
bounds. That penalty – plus another one for pass
interference – and two short tosses to Woods moved
Crockett down to the five, and Burgess optioned it in from
there with only five seconds left for a 26-0 advantage.

Crockett drove 52 yards for another score to open the third
period on a 10-play march that featured a variety of
Burgess keepers, with the final one covering nine yards
around left end and into the end zone. Mayfield’s boot made
it 33-0.
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CAVALIERS BOUNCE BACK, HAMMER DYER COUNTY
40-7 TO EVEN REGION RECORD

Above: For most of the game, Ben Burgess was surprisingly used as Crockett's
most frequent runner, carrying 17 times for 71 yards and three touchdowns.
Here he follows the blocking of Nolen Turner (54), Jayden Young (60),
Sebastian Garduno (63), Brody Jones (11), and DK Woods (32) for a significant
gain. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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 Dyer County finally got on the scoreboard early in the fourth

quarter after a 44-yard pass completion from White to Grant
West set up a two-yard plunge by Korey Taylor. But Crockett
quickly countered when Khalan Thomas burst through the line
and hauled it 35 yards to the house at the 5:13 mark.

“We had a pretty good week of practice,” Ward said. “I hope the
loss to Lexington embarrassed us a little bit. They’re a good
team, but we didn’t play our best. But after tonight – if our guys
will remain coachable, and continue to see the things that can
happen if we execute the stuff we do in practice – we can still
get to where we want to be. Tonight was a very good first step.”
Hardin County edged Chester County 22-21 and Lexington
knocked off Jackson North Side 48-34 in other Region 7 action
Friday night. Those two winners are now 2-0 and are atop the
league standings, so a Cavalier win this coming week would
bring a big positive swing in the potential playoff picture for
Crockett.

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER: Caroline Scruggs scored off an Avery
Thornton assist to help Crockett’s Lady Cavaliers forge a 1-1 tie
with McKenzie in the opening game of this weekend’s Lady
Patriot Invitational in Paris. Crockett will play at 11:00 a.m.
Saturday against West Creek and again at 5:00 p.m. versus
Henry County. Matches are at Patriot Stadium.

Friday, September 11
Game Statistics: Crockett 40, Dyer County 7
Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 45-314; DC 39-166. 
First Downs: CC 13; DC 8. 
Penalties-Yards: CC 3-25; DC 6-55. 
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 1-40-40.0; DC 4-134-33.5.
Fumbles-Lost: CC 3-0; DC 2-0.
CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): Ben Burgess 17-71 (3 TDs), DK
Woods 8-47, Khalan Thomas 2-35 (1 TD), Squirt Pickens 1-29,
Mason Dennis 3-13, Chris Vance 2-12, Jeremiah Young 1-7, Team
34-214 (4 TDs). DC Rushing: Korey Taylor 19-60 (1 TD),
Keanthony Barbee 4-21, Landen White 5-(-13), Team 28-68 (1
TD).
CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-Yards-Interceptions): Ben
Burgess 6-11-100-0 (1 TD), Team 6-11-100-0 (1 TD). DC Passing:
White 5-11-98-2, Team 5-11-98-2.
CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Titus Luten 1-58, Kris Phillips 1-
26 (1 TD), DK Woods 2-13, Jeremiah Young 1-3, Mason Dennis 1-
0. DC Receiving: Grant West 1-44, Jaiden Sebourn 1-40, Barbee
2-13, River Johnson 1-1.
CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): Mason Dennis 1-44 (1 TD),
Kris Phillips 1-13, Team 2-57 (1 TD). DC Pass Interceptions: none.
CC Fumble Recoveries: none. DC Fumble Recoveries: none.
CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards): Squirt Pickens 1-22, Team
1-22. DC Kickoff Returns: Johnson 2-31, Sebourn 1-19, West 1-13,
Team 4-63.
CC Punt Returns: Squirt Pickens 1-17. DC Punt Returns: none.
CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points): Ben Burgess 3-0-0-0-18,
Kris Phillips 1-0-0-0-6, Mason Dennis 1-0-0-0-6, Khalan
Thomas 1-0-0-0-6, Noah Mayfield 0-0-0-4-4, Team 6-0-0-4-
40. DC Scoring: Taylor 1-0-0-0-6, Dillon Rogers 0-0-0-1-1,
Team 1-0-0-1-7.

The Linescore:
CC 6 20 7 7 - 40
DC 0 0 0 7 - 7
Crockett – Ben Burgess 1 run (kick failed)
Crockett – Mason Dennis 44 interception return (Noah Mayfield
kick)
Crockett – Kris Phillips 26 pass from Burgess (Mayfield kick)
Crockett – Burgess 5 run (kick failed)
Crockett – Burgess 9 run (Mayfield kick)
Crockett – Khalan Thomas 35 run (Mayfield kick)
DC – Korey Taylor 2 run (Dillon Rogers kick)

Season Statistics: Record 3-1 (Region 1-1)
Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 132-1,076; OPP 169-595. 
First Downs: CC 37; OPP 32. 
Penalties-Yards: CC 18-170; OPP 34-261. 
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 3-112-37.3; OPP 13-288-22.2. 
Fumbles-Lost: CC 5-1; OPP 11-4.
CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): DK Woods 36-367 (7 TDs), Messiah
McCurry 8-92 (1 TD), Ben Burgess 26-85 (4 TDs), Chris Vance
10-83 (1 TD), Khalan Thomas 5-69 (2 TDs), Squirt Pickens 2-33,
Chris Mann 5-23 (1 TD), Jeremiah Young 3-22, Mason Dennis 3-
13, Kris Phillips 3-10, Roman Barker 3-10, Team 104-807 (16 TDs).
OPP Rushing: 126-361 (4 TDs).
CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-Yards-Interceptions): Ben
Burgess 16-26-253-1 (6 TDs), Roman Barker 1-2-16-1 (1 TD),
Team 17-28-269-2 (7 TDs). OPP Passing: 19-43-234-6 (2 TDs).
CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Titus Luten 4-100 (2 TDs), Kris
Phillips 4-99 (3 TDs), Mason Dennis 2-19, Davis Porter 1-16 (1
TD), Squirt Pickens 2-14, DK Woods 2-13, Ian Greenberg 1-5 (1
TD), Jeremiah Young 1-3, Team 17-269 (7 TDs). OPP Receiving:
19-234 (2 TDs).
CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): Ian Greenberg 1-58 (1 TD),
Mason Dennis 1-44 (1 TD), Squirt Pickens 1-27 (1 TD), Kris Phillips
1-13, Brody Parlow 1-8, Chris Mann 1-0, Team 6-150 (3 TDs). OPP
Pass Interceptions: 2-40.
CC Fumble Recoveries: Nolen Turner 1-16 (1 TD), Rylan Redding
1-0, Peter Bosco 1-0, Davis Porter 1-0, Team 4-16 (1 TD). OPP
Fumble Recoveries: 1-0 (onside kick recovery).
CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards): Titus Luten 1-82 (1 TD),
Squirt Pickens 1-22, Jeremiah Young 1-10, Ian Greenberg 1-2,
Team 4-116 (1 TD). OPP Kickoff Returns: 20-291.
CC Punt Returns: Squirt Pickens 5-68. OPP Punt Returns: 1-15.
CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points): DK Woods 7-0-0-0-42,
Ben Burgess 4-0-0-0-24, Noah Mayfield 0-0-0-20-20, Titus
Luten 3-0-0-0-18, Kris Phillips 3-0-0-0-18, Ian Greenberg 2-0-
0-0-12, Khalan Thomas 2-0-0-0-12, Chris Vance 1-0-0-0-6,
Messiah McCurry 1-0-0-0-6, Chris Mann 1-0-0-0-6, Squirt
Pickens 1-0-0-0-6, Mason Dennis 1-0-0-0-6, Davis Porter 1-0-
0-0-6, Nolen Turner 1-0-0-0-6, Dontavious Forrest 0-1-0-0-2,
Landeyn Catalan 0-0-0-1-1, Team 28-1-0-21-191. OPP Scoring:
6-0-0-4-40.
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Above: ... to speedster Titus Luten (4) for a 58-yard gain down to the Dyer County
one. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Setting the tone early, Crockett quarterback Ben Burgess (10) --
protected here by DK Woods (32), Ittai Fry (57), Carson Bridger (79), and
Sebastian Garduno (63) -- fires a strike way downfield ... (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Makayla Murphy
has been dealing with
a leg injury, but
continues to "play
hurt" to cheer on the
Cavaliers. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Right: Carson Bridger (79) and
Dontavious Forrest (33) teamed
up for a big sack on Dyer County
quarterback Landen White (12) to
thwart the Choctaws' opening
possession. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: That gave cheerleaders Addie
Hoover and Kaylei Porter -- who
were already smiling before the
game -- even more reason to yell
for the Cavaliers. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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Above: Used sparingly as a runner in this duel, DK Woods (32) still average nearly six
yards per carry on his eight rushes and also caught his first two passes of the season.
(Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Jacob Howard (52) gets the initial grip on Dyer County's Korey
Taylor (24), but Grant Smallwood (77) is coming in from the right and
Nolen Turner (54) from the left to help sandwich him down. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: The Cavs had other sport performers braving the rain to cheer
them on -- like (from left) softballer Fallon Beaird, multi-sporter Tink
Willis, and basketballer (and equestrian champion) Callie Freeman.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: A major turning point early in the
contest occurred when Mason Dennis (7)
intercepted a Dyer County pass and ran it
all the way back 44 yards for the
touchdown that made it 13-0. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Once Ben Burgess established himself as a running threat, it
made the option play to DK Woods even more dangerous, as linemen
Carson Bridger (79) and Brody Jones (11) search for Choctaws to take
out. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Crockett's top Lady Cavalier golfer Rachel
Crossnoe is also one of the school's faithful
cheerleaders. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Hadleigh McCoy survived the first half's
steady rain to make it into the slightly drier
second half, still keeping tabs on the
happenings on the field. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: By the time halftime rolled around -- and cheerleaders (from
left) Mia Grace Simmons, Lexie Beaird, and Leah Beaird were
searching for drier hangouts -- Crockett already held a 26-0 lead.
(Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Crockett's Squirt Pickens (3) drags down the Choctaws' Jaiden
Seabourn on a kickoff return just as Peter Bosco (26), Brody Parlow (5), and
Dontavious Forrest (33) all arrive to lower the boom. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: By the fourth quarter, coaches were happy to give Mason Dennis (7)
his first opportunities to operate at running back. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: But this night belonged to Ben Burgess, seen here lunging across the goal for his
second of three touchdowns as lineman Nolen Turner (54) celebrates. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Adding Ben Burgess as a running threat is another weapon that Hardin
County has to plan for as the Cavs journey to Savannah next Friday to face a team
that is 2-0 in Region 7-4A play. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Caroline Scruggs -- here firing a shot in the rain against Dyer County
Thursday -- scored Crockett's lone goal on an Avery Thornton assist to give the
soccer team a 1-1 tie with McKenzie Friday night in Paris. Crockett will play two
more games Saturday in the Lady Patriot (Henry County) Invitational. (Photo by
Robin Waddey)
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	CAVALIERS BOUNCE BACK, HAMMER DYER COUNTY
	40-7 TO EVEN REGION RECORD
	On a 9/11 night when America was honoring first responders everywhere, Crockett County football coach Kevin Ward was saluting his team’s response to last week’s defeat.
	The Cavalier gridders rebounded from their 33-21 loss to Lexington by hammering Dyer County 40-7 in Newbern Friday night, and Ward said they responded in the most appropriate way.
	“Our guys played with a bit of a chip on their shoulder tonight,” he said. “They were determined to show everyone that last week’s game was not representative of Crockett County football. We’ve been telling them that if they determined to give their best effort on every play – which we didn’t do last week – this is the kind of result they will see. They gave us the response we wanted. Every play wasn’t perfect, but I’d say we were efficient on about 95% of them, especially defensively. I’m really, really proud of the way we played.”
	The conditions weren’t ideal for efficient play, which makes Crockett’s effort even more impressive. The entire first half was played in a steady rain, and the ball slipped loose five times between the two teams, although neither lost possession on any of them. But Crockett defenders picked off two Choctaw passes, and one – featuring a 44-yard return for a touchdown by Mason Dennis – was the real backbreaker in the contest for the hosts.
	Ward and offensive coordinator David Barker made the necessary adjustments to the conditions offensively, giving considerably more carries to senior quarterback Ben Burgess than to traditional workhorse DK Woods. Burgess responded by rushing for 71 yards on 17 keepers and racking up three touchdowns, and also threw a 26-yard scoring pass to Kris Phillips.
	Once the game got lopsided after Crockett’s interceptions, Woods was utilized even less as a primary runner, giving him some rest before the Cavs face their future Region 7 opponents. The win over the Choctaws evened the Region record at 1-1 and improved the visitors to 3-1 for the season, with another road matchup at Hardin County looming next week.

	Crockett opened the duel with Dyer County by stopping the Choctaws on their opening possession, utilizing a pair of consecutive sacks on quarterback Landen White. The first was a 10-yard loss administered by Jacob Howard and the second – courtesy of the tag team of Carson Bridger and Dontavious Forrest – backed White up five more.
	The Cavs’ Squirt Pickens returned Bennett Black’s ensuing punt 17 yards to the Crockett 27, and on the fourth play from scrimmage, Burgess hit streaking wide receiver Titus Luten down the right sideline for a 58-yard gain to the Choctaw one. Burgess lunged into the end zone himself on the next snap, and Crockett had a 6-0 lead with 4:58 left in the opening frame.
	The teams then traded punts before Cav defensive back Dennis stepped in front of an improvised pass by White, sidestepped a couple of tacklers, and then zipped his way down the left sideline for a 44-yard score. Noah Mayfield’s kick made it 13-0 at the 6:32 mark of the second quarter.
	Less than two minutes later, Phillips picked off another White throw at the Choctaw 37 and brought it back 13 yards. Following a Cav penalty, he then caught a pass from his own quarterback Burgess for a 26-yard touchdown just beyond the left inside corner pylon. Mayfield made it 20-0 with 3:29 to go before the half.
	When Crockett held again – getting the ball back at its own 33 with 1:19 remaining – Pickens broke open a 29-yard run and then was hit by a Choctaw well after he had gone out of bounds. That penalty – plus another one for pass interference – and two short tosses to Woods moved Crockett down to the five, and Burgess optioned it in from there with only five seconds left for a 26-0 advantage.
	Crockett drove 52 yards for another score to open the third period on a 10-play march that featured a variety of Burgess keepers, with the final one covering nine yards around left end and into the end zone. Mayfield’s boot made it 33-0.
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	“We had a pretty good week of practice,” Ward said. “I hope the loss to Lexington embarrassed us a little bit. They’re a good team, but we didn’t play our best. But after tonight – if our guys will remain coachable, and continue to see the things that can happen if we execute the stuff we do in practice – we can still get to where we want to be. Tonight was a very good first step.”
	Hardin County edged Chester County 22-21 and Lexington knocked off Jackson North Side 48-34 in other Region 7 action Friday night. Those two winners are now 2-0 and are atop the league standings, so a Cavalier win this coming week would bring a big positive swing in the potential playoff picture for Crockett.
	HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER: Caroline Scruggs scored off an Avery Thornton assist to help Crockett’s Lady Cavaliers forge a 1-1 tie with McKenzie in the opening game of this weekend’s Lady Patriot Invitational in Paris. Crockett will play at 11:00 a.m. Saturday against West Creek and again at 5:00 p.m. versus Henry County. Matches are at Patriot Stadium.
	The Linescore:
	CC 6 20 7 7 - 40
	DC 0 0 0 7 - 7
	Season Statistics: Record 3-1 (Region 1-1)
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